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PREFACE. 



That there is no claljorate and oxhaustive history of Salem aoems 
stningCt when wo soo tho accumulated material that lies ready to take 
shape and form under the hand of the master. It is not because there 
have been none among her citizens competent to perform tho arduous 
and responsible task* for the published portion of her history relating 
to the witchcraft delusion^ shows what the same hand might haye 
wrought in the wider field. Let us hopc^ that ere long some chron- 
icler may bo found, whoso love for tho old city may induce him to 
devote the years necessary to prepare a thorough and complete 
narrative, and, while giving us a standard history, make for himself 
a lasting monument. 

The future historian will find in the two editions of Felt*s ** Annals 
of Salem" a valuable collection of facts and dates relating to the 
history of the city from its first settlement to about the year 1845, 
and the publications of tho Essex Institute, which are especially 
devoted to the preservation of documents, memoirs, and facts having 
reference to such history, will be of invaluable assistance to him in 
his labors. 

The sketch contained in this volume presents tho salient points in 
the city's history, and brings that history down connectedly to the ' 
present day. The facts are gleaned from authentic sources, and many 
of them are stated for the first time in these pages. While this little 
volume does not claim to present more than an outline of the events 
connected with the history of Salem, yet it is believed that the reader 
will find much herein of interest, and will gain a good general knowl- 
e^e of the subjects treated of in the various chapters. 
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The eMentially new feature in this sketch is the chapter devoted to 
commerce. No attempt has heretofore been made to present a con- 
nected account of this most brilliant episode in the history of Salem. 
Probably no port in this country can point to such a wonderful record. 
The houses of Salem to-day are full of unique and curious articles 
gathered in former years from all quarters of the globe^ and the stories 
of the daring and yenturesome Tojnges of the early mariners, are still 
repeated as family traditions in many of her households. In the prepa- 
ration of this chapter, liberal use has been made of the original records 
of the custom-house, which contain a complete list of all vessels and 
their cai^oes entered at Salem since 1789, and reference has also been 
had to the files of contemporaneous newspapers. 

Ibanks are due to many friends for advice and assistance, especially 
to Dr. Henry Wheatland, for genend information and valuable aid, 
and to Augustus D. Small, Esq., for facts connected with the history 
of the public schools. 

The volume is presented to the public with the hope and in the belief 
that it will meet, in a measure at least, the desire for a connected 
sketch of the history of Salem brought down to the present time, and 
will give a better insight into the interesting and remarkable story of 
the city*s progress, than can be gained from the pages of any other 
ringle Tolume. 

Salem, llaj, 1879. 
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WlMrerer the words *■ 8t Petei^ Street* ocenrt raid ''St Potcr Street" 

A^ 59— The Hod. Darid Roberts, ex-major, died In Salem March 19* 1S79. 

iVipe ^3— Charles S. Osgood, Esq^ was appointed Register of Deeds for the Boath- 
em* district of Essex Count j, March 31, 1879, to fill the racancj occasioned bj the 
death of Ephraim Brown, Esq. He accepted the ofiice April Ist, thereby vacating 
the seat he then held as a Representative from Salem in the Massachusetts House 
of ReprssentaUveSb 

Arpe 114 — six lines fW)m top. Thit* exhibition of antique relics was under the 
ansinces of the Ladies* Centennial Committee, and not of the Essex Institute, 
though held in Flnmmer HaU. 

Fagt ii6^twentj-one lines from top. For ** 1877 ** read ** 1876.** In the next 
line, for ** the following season ** read ^ the two following seasons.** 

Fag% 141 — sixteen lines from top. For ** May ** read ** June.** 

Bagt 145— eighteen lines Arom top. For •'Gibant** read **Gibaot** Thiity- 
three lines from top. For ** were 115 ** read ** was 116.** 

Page 1 74 — ^twen^-eight lines from top. For ** was eleven ** read ** were deven.** 
In the next line, for ** was 68** read** were 6S.** 

Plage 270— first line. For ** the readers** read *• the reader.** Klna lines fton 
top^ For** the stodenU** read •• the stodent** 
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Soger Conant, with bb compAnions* camo to Salem, then called 
NauDikeag, in 1626. Tbcy bad xircviously settled at Cnpe Ann, and 
engaged in a planting, fishing, and trading enterprise, baving re- 
ceived a charter or indenture for that place under date of Jan. 1, 
1623, old stj'le, or Jan. 12, 1624, new style. The original indenture, 
over the signature of Lord Sheffield, is now in the possession of the 
Essex Institute. Being unsuccessful in their venture they removed 
to Salem, and est:ibli&hcd here a plantation, receiving encouragement 
from friends in England who took measures to secure a patent. 

Among those who came with Conant were John Lj'ford, John Wood- 
bur}*, John Balch, Peter Palfray, Richard Norman and son, William Al- 
len, and Walter Knight. The Rev. John White, of Dorchester, a famous 
Puritan divine, who was deeply interested in the settlement at Cape 
Ann, hoping to secure there a retreat for such of his countrymen as 
were subject to severe trials because, while adhering to the govern- 
ment of the national church, they could not approve of what they 
deemed its faults, and who * grieved in his spirit** when the Cape was 
abandoned, wrote to Conant urging him and his associates not to 
forsake Xaumkeag, and encouraging them to expect a patent for their 
better protection. Many of them, however, became discontented 
with their new abode ; and it required much reasoning and persuasion 
to prevent them from accompanying their pastor, Mr. Lyford, to 
Virginia. Mr. Conant says, writing of the settlement of Naumkeag, 
that *in the infancy thereof, it was in great hassard of being deserted. 
I was a meanes, through grace assisting me, to stop the flight of those 
few that then were beere with me, and that by my vtterdeuiall to goe 
away with them who would have gone either for England or mostly 
for Virginia, but thereupon stayed to the hassard of our lives." In 
•pite of discouragement and discontent among his companions, and 
the fear of hostilities from the surrounding Indians, Conant and many 
of his followers n^mained **the sentinels of Puritanism on the Bay of 
MassachnsetU." 

An interest in this plantation baving been aroused in England, it 
was deemed best to send one of theur number across the sea, to 
explain their condition; and for this purpose John Woodbury 
was selected, and he went, and remained abroad some six months. 
Aa a consequence of the newly awakened interest, and the applica- 
tioB of Mr. WUte for license and protection, a grant was obtained 
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from tho Council for New England, by a written document dated 
March ID, 1628, new etj'le, which conveyed the 8oiI then denominated 
Mas8:ichudctt8 Bay to Sir Henry Roswcll, John Endicott, and others* 
The bounds of the colony so granted were ** between three miles to 
the northward of Jlerrimac river and three miles to tho southward of 
Charles river, and in length within the described breadth from the 
Atlantic ocean to the South sea,** The gnintces selected from among 
their numlxsr John Endicott — "a man of dauntless courage; benev- 
olent though austere; firm though choleric; of a rugged nature 
which his stem principles of non conformity had not served to mel- 
low " — as a ** fit instninient to begin this wilderness work." lie was 
appointed governor of the plantation, ^latthew Cnidock being gov 
cmor of the Massachusetts Company in London ; and in June, 1G28, 
he set sail for Salem in the ** Abigail,** accompanied by his wife and a 
band of emigrants. They cast anchor in Salem harbor on tho Gth of 
September, O. S. Conant and his companions were gathered on the 
shore to receive them, and tho scene presented to tho view of tho 
voyagers must have been striking and impressive. Uniting with those 
already here, Endicott founded the oldest town in the Colony, soon 
to be railed Salem ; and extended some sui>ervision over tho waters 
of Bostcm harbor, then c:illed ^lassachusetts Bay. 

Until this time, the Massachusetts Company acted under the patent 
from the Council for New England ; but this was a grant of pro))erty 
in the soil, rather than an authority to establish municipal govern- 
ment, and the com^iany solicited, and on the 4th of March, 1629, 
Charles I. put the broad seal of England to the letters-patent for 
Massachusetts. This created a corporation under the namo of the 
** Governor and Company of the ^lassachusetts Bay in New England," 
and was the instrument under which tho Colony of Massachusetts 
continued to conduct its affairs for fifty-five years. 

Among those named in this charter were Sir Henry Soswell, John 
Endicott, Sichard Saltonstall, and Matthew Cradock. It gave power 
to the freemen of the company to elect annually from their own num- 
ber a governor, deputy, and eighteen assistants, on the last Wednes- 
day of Easter term, who were to meet once a month or oflener, ''for 
dispatching such businesses as concerned the company or plantation." 
Four times a year, tho governor, assistants, and all the freemen, were 
to be summoned to ''one great, general, and solemn assembly," and 
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these ** great and general courts" were invested with full powers to 
choose and admit into the company so many as they should think fit 
to elect, and constitute all requisite su1>ordinate officers, and to make 
laws and ordinances for the welfare of the company and for the gov- 
emment of the lands and inhabitants of the plantation, ** so such laws 
are not repugnant to the laws and statutes of the realm of England." 
ilatthew Cradock was the first home goTcmor under this charter, and 
John Endicott the governor of the plantation, A duplicate of the 
charter was sent over to Endicott, and is now deposited in Plum- 
mer Hall, in the keeping of the Salem Athenieum, reposing in the 
very settlement where it was once the ilagna Qiarta on which the 
council at Naumkcag made their laws and grounded their authority. 

After the organization under the charter, the company made haste 
to send over colonists, and six vessels were despatched, containing I 

eighty women, twenty-six children, and three hundred men, with **one 
hundred and forty head of cattle." The company were careful to 
make plentiful provision of ** godly ministers." The Rev. Francis . 

Iligginson and the Rev. Samuel Skelton came over among the pas- 
sengers in the "Talbot," and reached Salem June 29, 1629. In Mr. 
Higginson's journal, referring to their arrival, he says: "By God's 
blessing we passed the curious and difficult entrance into the spacious 
harbor of Nainikecko and as we passed along it was wonderful to 
behold so many islands replenished with thick woods and high trees 
aud many fayre green pastures." In a letter written in 1629, by the 
same hand, wo find, " that Naimkecke contained at that time about 
half a score of houses built and a fayro house newly built for the 
Governor," and that in all, about two hundred planters were settled 
there. 

After the arrival of Iligginson, Gov. Endicott set apart the 20th 
of July, 1629, " to be a solemn day of humiliation for the cboyee of 
a pastor and teacher at Salem." The vote was taken by each one*s 
writing in a note the name of his choice. Such is the origin of the 
use of the ballot on this continent. Skelton was chosen pastor, and 
Higginson teacher. Higginson lived but a short time after his ai^ 
rival. Ho left his native land hoping to gain health and strength in a 
new country ; but his hopes were all in vain, and he died at the eariy 
age of forty-three. He was greatly loved by his people, and his tal- 
ents were of a high order. A primitive writer of New England d^ 
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8cribc8 him as "a man iiiilucd wllh grace, apt to teach, mighty in the 
Scriptures, learned in the Tongues, able to convince gninsayers.* 

All the freemen under the charter met in "Gwat and General 
Court till 1634,'* when deputies liecamo a ^jart of the Ix^gislaturo ; and 
it was ordered that the whole body of fix»emen be excused from at- 
tending the four annual General Courts, except that for election of 
magistrates in May. This ccmtinued till 1G63, when a vote passed 
that the freemen should choose part of their number to assemble 
at the court of electicm, and choose a governor and other magis- 
trates. This latter change was so unpopular that it was repealed 
the subsequent j'ear. The jKoplo were apprehensive that they might 
lose their political heritage, so jealous were they, even then, of any 
encroachment on their jKilitical rights, which might be subversive of 
their liberty. The charter made provision for a common seal for the 
company, and such a seal in silver was sent to Endicott in 1G29. The 
Indian which is to-day 'a part of the seal of our Commonwealth, was 
a principal figure on this colonial seal. 

Shortly after Endicott*s arrival at Salem, the colonibts found them- 
selves unprovided with suitable food and shelter, and sadly afflicted 
with sickness. Being destitute of regular medical attendance, 
word was sent to the Colony at Plymouth, and Dr. Samuel Ful- 
ler was sent to Salem. The visit of Dr. Fuller was not without 
results other than those which attended his ministrations to the needs 
of the sick. He was the means of strengthening the friendship between 
Gov. Bradford at Plymouth, and Gov. Endicott, and of interesting the 
colonists at Salem in the congregational form of worship followed 
by the people of Plymouth. The Massachusetts Company at London 
was still attached to the Church of England, its liturgy and forms, 
and gave no encouragement to Messrs. Higginson and Skelton, who 
adopted the congregational discipline of Plymouth. Some of the 
Salem colonists also clung to their old faith, and Messrs. John and 
Samuel Brown wrote letters of complaint to the company at London, 
whereupon they were charged by Gov. Endic*ott with factious conduct 
and sent back to London. Upon their arrival they made complaint 
of Endicott and his ministers, ** concerning some rash innovations 
begun and practiced in the civil and ecclesiastical government** 

The difficulties arising from having the government of the planta- 
tion in London now began to be apparent ; and Gov. Cradook, at a 
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mooting of the company proposed, ** for weighty reasons to transfer 
the Goucmment of the Plantacon to those that shall inhabit there, 
and not to continue the same in subordination to the Company heere 
as now it is." This matter was fully discussed at several meetings of 
the company at London, until at the meeting of Aug. 29, 1629, it was 
decided "by erccon of hands that the Gouemnient and Patteut should 
be settled in New England, and accordingly an order to be drawne 
vpp." Having decided to transfer the government to New England, 
Gov, Cradock resigned, and Messrs. John Winthrop, Richard Salton- 
stall, Isaac Johnson, and John Humphrey were put in nomination for 
the position, the first named being chosen ** with full consent by erec* 
con of hands." 

Winthrop was a man well fitted for the difficult task in which he 
was to engage. ** An honest royalist, averse to pure democracy yet 
firm in his regard for existing popular liberties ; in his native parish a 
conformist, yet wishing for * gospel purity'; disinterested, brave, and 
conscientious, his character marks the transition of the reformation 
into virtual republicauism ; when the sentiment of loyalty which it was 
intended to cherish, gradually j'ielded to the irresistible spirit of civic 
freedom."* Winthrop. with a company of emigrants, arrived in Salem 
harbor, in the ** Arbella," June 12, 1630, after a long and stormy pas- 
sage, bringing with him the original charter, now de^YOsited in the 
State archives at Boston. 

After the long voyage, the shores of their new home must have 
been a welcome and attractive sight. Arriving in the month of 
June, when all Nature is at her best, before the heat of summer 
has scorched the foliage and robbed the fields of their freshness, 
it was a (air and attractive landscape that greeted the eyes of 
these weary and tempest-tossed travellers. Winthrop writes, that 
** most of our people went on Shore upon the land of Cape Ann, which 
lay very near us, and gathered store of fine strawlierries." But while 
Nature had donned her choicest robes to welcome them, they were 
doomed to disappointment at the unexpected condition in which they 
found the colonists. More than eighty had died the winter before ; 
that terror of our climate, consumption, had fastened upon Higgin- 
son, and he was slowly wasting away ; others were weak and sick ; 
and the com and bread was scarcely sufficient for a fortnight's supply. 
To add to Winthrop*s dbtress, his son Henry, who arrived in the 
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PREFACE. 



That there is no elaborate and exhaustive history of Salem seems 
strange, when we sec the accumulated material that lies ready to take 
shape and form under the hand of the master. It is not because there 
have been none among her citizens competent to perform the arduous 
and responsible task, for the published portion of her history relating 
to the witchcraft delusion, shows what the same hand might have 
wrought in the wider field. Let us hope, that ere long some chron- 
icler may be found, whose love for the old city may induce him to 
devote the years necessary to prepare a thorough and complete 
narrative, and, while giving os a standard history, make for himself 
a lasting monument. 

The future historian will find in the two editions of Felt*s ** Annals 
of Salem" a valuable collection of facts and dates relating to the 
history of the city from its first settlement to about the year 1845, 
and the publications of the Essex Institute, which are especially 
devoted to the preservation of documents, memoirs, and facts having 
reference to such history, will be of invaluable assbtanoe to him in 
his labors. 

The sketch contsiined in this volume presents the salient points in 
the city's history, and brings that history down connectedly to the 
present day. The facts are gleaned from authentic sources, and many 
of them are stated for the first time in these pages. While this little 
volume does not claim to present more than an outline of the events 
connected with the history of Salem, yet it is believed that the reader 
will find much herein of interest, and will gain a good general knowl- 
edge of the subjects treated of in the various chapters. 
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moQ lands under the province laws became organized into a quari 
corporation with the title of "commoners." In 1713 the "common- 
ers'* granted all the highways and burying-ptaccs and common lands 
lynig within the town bridge and block-houses, to remain forever for 
the use of the town of Salem ; and the Common was then dedicated 
forever as a " training field." In 1714 the "commoners," at a meeting 
held at "ye meeting house of ye first parish in Salem," voted that 
Winter Island be wholly reserved and granted for "ye use of ye 
fishing," rights to use the same to be let by the selectmen of Salem ; 
and the same year the Neck lands were granted and reserved to the 
town of Salem for a pasture for "milch cows and riding horses," 
the same to bo fenced at the town's chaige. 

In 1722-23, Feb. 26, the grand committee of the commoners who 
had charge of affairs reported the whole number of rights to bo 1,132, 
and the number of acres held 3,733. Several distinct proprietaries 
were formed under an Act of the colonial Legislature ; and the com- 
moners of the two lower parishes, having 790 rights and 2,500 acres 
of land lying between Spring Pond and Forest River, organized them- 
selves into a corporation. This organization continued till 1855, 
when they were incorporated into the Great Pasture Company ; and 
by that company the last of the common lands, about 400 acres in ex- 
tent, are now held. 

HouseAoU and Town-tcai/s. — After the arrival of Grov. Endicott, 
in 1628, the town was regularly laid out in house-lots; and the first 
houses built in Salem appear to have been located in what is to-day 
the most central part of the city. Washington Street was the first 
street, and was laid out four rods wide, connecting the two rivers and 
the primitive highways which ran along their banks at the point where 
they approach nearest together. A fort was enclosed between this 
street on the east and North and Summer streets on the west, and 
was built near the western corner of Sewall and Lynde streets, on the 
highest land in that part of the town. The manner in which the 
boose-lots in the central part of the town were originally laid out 
seems to indicate that the earliest settlement was made in the vicinity 
of Elm Street and Washington Street, upon the South Uver. Be- 
tween these streets the lots were small, irregular, and not in conform- 
ity with the plan opon which the rest of the town was laid out. East 
of these, all along the South Biver to the Neck, house-loU were laid 
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out r jnning back from the river ; and along the North BiTcr, wort of 
North Street, were larger house-lots, also running back from that 
river. Essex Street was probably a way that came gradually into use 
along the ends of these lots ; and, as they were all of the same depth 
from the river, this street acquired, and has retained, tho same curves 
the river originally had. Among the earliest ways laid out in Salem 
was one along the shore eight feet wide, Essex Street, which, as just 
stated, ran along tho end of the water-lots, and Daniels, Elm and 
Central streets, which probably led to promontories and town land- 
ings. 

The Indians. — ^Before proceeding further with our narration, let us 
turn for a moment and consider tho condition of tho aboriginal inbab- 
itanti of (his territor}', found here on their arrival by the early settlers. 
A** great and grevous plague" had, a few years previously, swept 
away tho larger portion of the Indian tribes living hereabouts, so that 
but a small remnant were found inhabiting the region about Salem. 
Tradition seems to i>oint to an Indian settlement on the north side of 
the North River, and to another on Marblehead shore. Indian remains 
have been exhumed at the lower part of the city and on the Marble 
head side of the harbor, and it is related that, down to 1725, a com- 
pany of Indians paid an annual visit to Salem and encamped on the 
side of Gallows Hill. It is very likely that some, if not all of them, 
' were descendants of those who once occupied this territory. 

In 1G86 the inhabitants of Salem fearing that, by a possible forfeit- 
ure of their charter, the land they held might be taken from them, 
endeavored to provide for such a contingency by obtaining from the 
Indians then residing around Salem, for the sum of £40, a deed of the 
territory within the town limits. Such a deed was drawn and formally 
executed on the eleventh day of October, 1G86, and the original now 
hangs on the walls of the city hall. 

Town Government. — In 1635 the township of Salem comprehended 
the present towns of Beverly, Danvers, Manchester, Marblehead, 
Middlcton, Peabody, and a part of Topsfield, Wenham, and a part of 
Lynn. Marblehead was recognized as a distinct settlement in 1635, 
and was incorporated in 1649. Wenham was incorporated in 1643 ; 
Manchester in 1645; Topsfield in 1650; Beverly in 1668; and Deli- 
vers, which then included the present town of Peabody, in 1757. 
Salem cannot strictly be said to have been ever incorporated. Gov. 
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Winthropt on bis arriyaly in 1630, found it the only settlement or 
town in the Colony, except, perhaps, Charlestown. It was recognized 
as a town by the govemment of the Colony, and indeed it bad been 
established as such before the existence of any authority here supe- 
rior to that of its own government. Upon the settlement of Boston 
and other places, town governments sprang up and were gradually 
moulded into the form in which they have continued until tbis time, 
and which constitutes one of the peculiar institutions of New Eng- 
land. Their origin was not derived from the authority of the Gen- 
eral Court, but, like that of all governments, was from the necessity 
of the case. Their foundation was in the voluntary though tacit 
compact of the proprietors and settlers of the different towns. 

It was necessary that some form of town government should be 
established, and as early as 1633 the inhabitants chose several of 
their principal proprietors, then styled ** Townsmen,* and not till 
some years afterwards ** Selectmen," to whom were intrusted the 
principal concerns of the town. These held regular meetings, at 
which the important affairs of the town were transacted, and their 
proceedings were afterwards brought before general or town mcet^ 
ings for confirmation. The first records of the town of Salem bear 
date, the **Bcx)k of Grants," Oct. 1, 1634, and the **Town Records," 
Dec. 26, 1636, a portion of the record being in the handwriting 
of Gov. Endicoti. 

Totrn and Court Houses. — ^Town-meetings were held, prior to 
1655, in the first meeting-boose. 

About 1677, a building for town purposes was erected in the 
middle of Washington Street, anciently called School Street, near 
what is now Lynde Street and facing Essex Street. Its upper part 
was fitted up for the accommodation of the court. In this building 
the innocent victims of delusion charged with the crime of witchcraft 
were tried, and here was anxiously agitated the question of submis- 
sion to the Commissioners of Charles XL 

In 1719, a building was erected, the lower story to be used for 
town puqioses and the upper for the courts. This building stood on 
Washington Street, its northern wall nearly coinciding with the line 
upon which stands the southern parapet of the Eastern Bailroad tnn- 
nc\. Here for neariy half a century the freeholders held their town- 
meetings, and the selectmen consulted upon munidpal aSkin. In 
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this buiUling tho scssioo of the Ptoviiiciul Congress was held October 
5* 1774, which is referred to more at length hereafter. 

In 1785, a building was erected for tho joint use of the town and 
count}'. It stood in the middle of Washington Street, its west side 
facing the Tabernacle Church, and fronting Essex Street. The ex* 
pcnso of its erection was divided between the town and county. 
Town-mcctiniTs were held hero until the erectioa of tho town hall in 
Derby Square in 1816, when the town sold its interest in the building 
to tho county, and it was thereafter used exclusively to accommodate 
tho courts and court records until the building of the Eastern Rail- 
] road tunnel, in 183D, compelled its removal. The present granite 

court-house was thereupon erected in 1841 ; and twenty years there- 
after, in 18G1, the brick court-house was built, in which to-day all the 
courts are held, save the probate court, which still holds its sessions in 
the granite building. 

In 181G, the town hall and market-liouse now standing on Derby 
Square was built, and the lower part was opened as a market. Not. 
26, 1816. The town hall was first used on the occasion of President 
Monroe's visit to Salem, July 8, 1817, and from that time until tho 
town was incorporated as a city it continued to be used for all town- 
meetings. 

Modes of Punishment. — While speaking of the courts where sen- 
tence was passed on the offender, it may be well to note the ancient in- 
struments of punishment by which that sentence was carried into effect. 
In 1638, Isaac Davis is paid for a pair of stocks, and in 1657, two 
persons ** undertake to make stocks sufficicntlie and to sett vp the 
whipping post.** Both of these were formerly placed in Washington 
Street, near Essex Street. The county court orders, Nov. 27, 1666, 
that a cage shall be erected in Salem, in which to display wrong- 
doers, and in 1715, Miles Ward is paid by the county for making a 
pillory. It was erected in front of tho court-house and near the 
whipping-post. On Sept. 28, 1630, the Court of Assistants order 
that two persons shall sit in tho stocks here four hours for being 
accessories in crime ; and June 14, 1631, Hijl ip^Ratclif is.^ntfingedto 
be whipped, have his ear aropped, ana be banished for hard speeches 
against Salem chnrch as well as the government. On Dec. 4, 1688, 
the Assistants order a resident of Salem to sit in the stocks, on lec- 
ture day, for travelUng on the Sabbath. 
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Mary Olirer seems to have givea'ttae magistnites mnch trouble. 
Id January, 1642* she was presented for negleet of public worship. 
In February, 1644, she was sentenced to be publicly whipped for re- 
proaching the magistrates, and in August, 1646, she had a cleft stick 
put on her tongue for half an hour, for slandering the elders. She 
was finally banished from the town. On May 14, 1714, an inhabitant 
of Salcni is found guilty of passing counterfeit bills. He is sentenced 
to the pillory, to have his ear cropped, to be imprisoned twelve 
months, branded with F on his right cheek, and pay £^. The 
pillory, stocks, and whipping-post ceased to be used as a means of 
punishment in 1805 ; but it is still a question whether a certain class 
of offenders, especially those guilty of wife-beating or cruelty to 
children, could not be more effectually punished at the whipping- 
post than by our present system of punishment. 

Salem Neck seems to have been the place for the execution of 
criminals. Jan. 16, 1772, Bryan Sheehan was hanged there in the 
presence of 12,000 |>eople, the Sev. )Ir. Diman preaching a sermon; 
and Dec. 21, 1786, baac Coombs, an Indian, suffered the same fate, 
his crime being the murder of his wife. Jan. 14, 1796, Henry Black- 
bum, an Englishman, and a chimney-sweeper in town, was banged 
there for murder. In 1821, May 10, Stephen M. Clark, of Kewbury- 
port, aged seventeen, was hanged on Winter Island, for setting fire 
\ to a stable, by which a dwelling-house was consumed. Since then 
executions have taken place in the yard of the present jail on St. 
Peter^s Street. 

Prisonti, — For the confinement of prisoners, provision was made 
June 30, 1668, for the building of a prison. It was located near the 
south-western end of the first meeting-house ; and June 29, 1669, 
Benjamin Feltou was appointed its keeper. In 1684, a new prison was 
built near the comer of Federal and St. Peter^s streets, at the charge 
of the county, on common land given by Salem. Its dimensions were 
thirteen feet stud and twenty feet square. A curious custom pre- 
vailed for a long time, of allowing the keeper of the prison the per- 
quisites of selling liquor to his prisoners. The county, in 181S, 
built the present stone jail which stands at the foot of St. Peter^s 
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Almshau$e9. — While providing accommodation for criminals, the 
town was also careful to provide for care of the poor ; and, in 1698, 
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authorized tho Bclcctmen to hire a house for their acoommodation. 
1 In 171D, a building was finished for their occupancy, located on the 

1 site of the present State Normal School. This building was after- 

^ wards enlarged, and, in ITM), oTcrscers of the poor were for the firsi 

\ time chosen. May IG, 1770, upon report made by Dr. E. A. HolyokOt 

^ the town votes to build an almshouse and workhouse upon the north- 

\ east part of the common, at a cost of £452 lawful money ; and in 1772, 

upon tho completion of the building, rules are adopted for the manage- 
• mcnt of tho inmates. The rooms in the old almshouse were rented 

by the town till 1807, when it was taken down to allow of the erection 
of a registry office. On the 80tb of November, 1816, the present 
brick Almshouse on the Neck was ready to receive the poor, and Paul 
Upton was its first master. 
/ lio^er Williavis. — In February, 1631, Roger TTilliams arrived in 

Boston, and a few weeks afterwards the First Clmrcb at Salem invited 
him to succeed Higginson as their teacher. Mr. Williams, in the 
short time he had been in Boston, had made himself obnoxious to tiie 
^ government, and a letter was written from tho Court to Mr. Endieott 

to this eiTect, **that whereas Mr. Williams had refused to join with the 
congregation at Boston because they would not make public declar»» 
tion of their repentance for having communion with tho churches of 
England while they lived there, therefore they marvelled they would 
' i choose him without advising with the Council.'' The Salem churchy 

however, chose Williams their teacher, despite the remonstrance. 
' lie remained there but a short time, when he went to Plymouth, and 

became assistant to the pastor of the church there. He was invited 
back to Salem, and returned ; but was not immediately called to the 
clerical office. When it was proposed to appoint him to the place 
* lately vacated by the death of Mr. Skclton, the Massachusetts magis- 

trates interfered, but ho was, nevertheless, installed. The magistrates 
soon found additional cause for complaint ; and when Salem applied 
to them for a grant of land, they replied that ** because they had 
chosen ^Ir. Williams for their teacher and so offered contempt to the 
magistrates their petition was refused." The next General Court un- 
seated the deputies from Salem, till their constituents should apologise 
for having "exceedingly reproached and vilified the magistrates and 
churches," and adopted the following resolution : — 
" Whereas Mr. Boger Williams one of the elders of the diordi of 
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Salcm hath broached and divulged divers new and dangerous opinions 
against the authority of mngistratcs as also writ letters of defamation 
both of the magistrates and churches here, and that before any con- 
viction and yet maintaineth the same without retraction, it is there- 
fore ordered that the said Mr. Williams shall depart out of this juris- 
diction witliin six weeks now next ensuing ; which if he neglect to 
perform it shall be lawful for the Governor and two of the magistrates 
to send him to some place out of this jurisdiction not to return any 
more without license from the Court** 

The six weeks was extended to the next spring ; but, in the mean- 
time, the magistrates, thinking he was better out of the country, sent 
a vessel from Boston to take him to England. Williams, hearing 
of this, left Salem three days before the vessel's arrival, and made 
that memorable journey in midwinter through the deep snows of a 
New England forest, guided only by a rude compass through the 
pathless wilderness. This compass is preserved at Providence, 
among a people who look back with a just pride upou the history of 
this remarkable man, whose daring and heroism well fitted him to be 
the founder of a new State. The house in which he lived while in 
Salem is still standing, on the north-western comer of Essex and 
North streets. 

John EndieM ehargtd with AsmuU. — The methods of communica- 
tion in these early days were rude and primitive, and journeys were 
made, whenever practicable, by water. In April, 1631, John Endi- 
cott, then one of the Court of Assistants under Gov. Winthrop, was 
charged with an assault upon Thomas Dexter, and being found guilty 
was fined lOs. In reference to this matter, &Ir. Endicott writes to 
Gov. Winthrop a quaintly worded letter, which shows that human 
nature has not changed much since our early days, although it would 
be thought strange if one of our present governors should be found 
guilty of an assault, even under the provocation so n&ively stated in 
Endicott*s letter, which is dated at Salem, April 12, 1631, and which 
proceeds as follows: — 



Bunr WoRSBiFrnL— I did expect to bare been witb yon In penon at the Coot 
and to tliat end I pnt to tea jceteidajr and waa driren baek Again, tba wind bei^f 
atlff agalaat na. And tliera being no canoe or boat at Sanfoa, I ainat hmw been eon- 
atraiaed to go to If jetie and tbenee about to Cbarleatowa, wblcb at tbat tliM dant 
not be ao bold, my body bei«g at tbia pieeant in an ffl oonditloo to wada or take aold 
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tV.:. 1 V '.^ ! oivAv ihiv^ wt'iV r:::]»^ ami i^riiuitivo, u^A Ituviuvs were 
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i;.iturr ]ii>s n»t cLaDs:*^ I niutb ••iTia* our carls- ilav:«, r.lti.oijirh it woulJ 
botb"iJL^bt -Jtijn;:!* if ciu- v( our i.»rc5rent jovcniors .-'* 'tild bt- fv>i!ud 
piiliy nt an ;j*< ailt, even in:H«!r Ibo pn;', ."atiori «-<> •jiv-i^ stated! ia 
Ki:«l!'*. u*- U'tti-r, Ahicb i» <l;it< 1 at Siitm, April 12, I'Vc^l, an«] \vbich 
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and tbcrefore I desire yoa to pardon me. Tlio oel pott you sent for are made ; which I 
bad in my boat, hoping to have brongbt them with me. I caneml bim to make hat two 
fur the pn*Mont ; if yon like them and 1iii» prieca (for bo workctb for himself), yon ahaU 
have ns ninny as you cUsire. He sells them for At. a piece. Sir, I desired the rather to 
he at Court, because' I hear I am much complained of by goodman Dexter for i^riking 
bim. I acknowledge I was too rash in striking bim, understanding since it is not lawlhl 
for a just ice of the iK*ace to strike. But if you had seen the manner of bis carriage with 
such daring of me with bis arms akimbo, &,c., it would have provoke<l a very imtleni 
man. But I will write no more of it, but leave it till we siieak before face to face. 
Only tlius far furtbiT that he hath given out if I bad a purse be would make me empty 
it ; and if be cannot have Justice here be will do wonders in England, and if ho cannol 
prevail there be will try it out with me hero at blows. Sir, I desire that you will take 
all into con8ideratiou. If it were lawful to try it at blows, and he a fit roan for mo 
to deal with, you should not bear ine complain ; but I hope the Lord hath brought mo 
olT from that course. I thought g«HMl Airtlier to write what my Judgment is for iho 
diMui»i«ing the court till com W set. It will liinder us that are far oflf exeee<ling1y, and 
not further you there. Men*s lalionr is precious here in com setting time, the Ilanto- 
tions being yet so weak. I wMl be with you, the Lord assisting me, as soon as eonro- 
nieutly I can. In the meanwhile I commit you to bis x^rotcction and safeguaxd, that 
never fails his children, and real 

Tour unfeigned and loving friend to command^ 

Ja EXDIOOTT. 

Cutting out the Red Crass. — A few years later, March 4« 1635, 
Endicolt was again summoiied before tue court, on the charge of 
having mutilated the English ensign nt Salem by cutting out the red 
cross. At that time a strong opposition was felt towards Popery, in 
all its signs as well as services, and the liold act of Endicott was 
secretly approved by the principal men of the Colony. Had it not 
been for fear of the consequences, for in England the act was con- 
strued as one of rebellion, no notice would have l)een taken of 
Endicott's act; but the General Court felt constrained to bring in 
some sentence against him, as a sign of their loyalty. They recom- 
mended that he should be admonished and left out of office for a year. . 
In consequence of this he lost his election as assistant. One of Salem's 
distinguished authors, in speaking of this occurrence, says : **It is one 
of the boldest exploits which our history records. And forever hon- 
ored be the name of Endicott I Wo look back through the mist of 
ages, and recognize in the rending of the Red Cross from New Eng- 
land's banner, the first omen of that deliverance which our fiithers 
consummated after the bones of the stern Puritan had lain more than 
a century in the dust.* 

jBbuse qf HgnresenUUives.— On the 14th of May, 1634, the Gen- 
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end Court defined the powers of the liegislnture, nnd provided 
that the whole body of freemen should 1)e present nt only one of the 
four General Courts to be held each year, and that their deputies 
should act fully for them in the three others. The adilitiou of rep- 
resentatives to the assistants and governor was an imitation of the 
House of Commons in England. The House of Representatives in 
this Colony was the second in America. One had already been 
formed in Virginia. The Salem representatives were Messrs. John 
Holgrave, Roger Conant, and Francis Weston. 

Sir Henry Vane. — On the 9th of July, 1686« Salem was visited 
by Sir Henry Vane, the new governor of the Colony, then only 
twenty-four j'cars old. He came to this country in consequence of 
bis non-conformity, and to e8ca|>e the displeasure of the Bishop of 
London. After his return to England, and on the accession of 
Charles H., ho was tried for high treason, and beheaded June 14, 
1662. 

Salem in 1634. — Wood, in •'New England's Prospect," gives the 
following description of the town as it was during the year 1634 : 
"* Salem stands on the middle of a necke of land very pleasantly, 
having a South river on one side and a North river on the other side. 
Upon this necke where most of the houses stand, is very bad and 
sandie ground, yet for seaven years together it hath brought forth 
exceeding good come, by being fished but every third year. In 
some places is very good ground and good timber, and divers springs 
hard by the sea side. There likewise is store of fish, as Basses, 
Eels, Lobsters, Gammes &c. Although their land be none of the 
best, yet beyond these rivers is a very good soyle, where they have 
taken farms and get their hay and plant their come ; there they cross 
these rivers with small Cannowes, which were made of whole pine 
trees, being about two foote and a halfe over and twenty foote long. 
In these likewise they goe a fowling, sometimes two leagues at sea. 
There be more cannowes in this towne than in all the whole Patent, 
every household having a water horse or two. This town wants an 
alewive river which is a great inconvenience. It hath two good har- 
bors, the one being called winter and the other summer harbors, 
whidi lieth within Derbins Fort which pkce, if it were well fortified 
might keepe shippes from landing forces in any of those two places.* 

TiAcn Iteeards. — ^In January, 1644, "The seaven men chosen for 



Early Town Beoards. 17 



the year cnsuiog* for the government of the town of Salem were 
John Endicott, William Ilathome, William Lord, Jeffrey Massej, 
Peter Palfray, Thomas Gardner, and Henry Bartholomew, and they 
agree that if either of them are absent from their meetings withoat 
good excuse he shall pay An. The town records about this time con* 
tain some curious and quaintly worded entries. In order to insure 
an attendance at church, it was ordered, on July 7, 1644, *that 
twoe be appointed every Lord's day to walk forth in time of Ood*s 
worshippe, to take notice of such as either lye about the meeting 
house without attending to the word or ordinances, or that Ij-e at 
home or in the fields without giving good account thereof, and to 
take the names of such persons and to present tliem to the magia* 
trates whereby ihcy may be accordingly proceeded against.* 

In 167G, ** three constables are to be at the three great doors of tho 
meeting-house, and allow none to go out till all the exercises are fin- 
ished. All the bo3's are to sit on the three pair of stairs in the meet* 
ing-house, including those of the pulpit. One constable is to keqp 
the dogs out of the meeting-house.'* 

In a book entitled "Truth held forth and maintained,** published in 
1694, by Thomas Maule, it is stated that **In the church of Salem, 
the women in time of service have their faces covered with a veil, 
which practice did not many years continue ; and when this practice 
was laid aside, they had for the more order in their church to keep 
people from sleeping, a man that wholly tended with a short clubbed 
stick, having at one end a knob, at the other a fox tail, with whidi ho 
would stroke the women's faces that were drowsy, and with the other 
would knock unruly dogs and men that were asleep.* 

As showing the importance attached by our fathers, at that early 
day, to popular education, we find on the town records, under date ct 
Sept. 30, 1644, an order **that a note be published on next Leetwn 
day that such as have children to be kept at school would bring In 
their names and what they will give for one whole year, and also that 
if any poore body hath children or a childe to be put to schoole and 
not able to pay for their schooling, that the towne will pay it by a rate, 

The General Court, at its session of October, 1647, orders "eveiy 
town consisting uf fifty householders to have a school for reading and 
writing, and of one hundred fiimilies to have a grammar school, so 
to fit scholars for college * ; and further enacts, no doubt much to the 
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disoomfiture of the younger portion of the oommnnity* " that if any 
young noan attempt to address a young woman without the consent of 
her parents or, in their absence^ of the County Courts he shall be fined 
£5, for the first offence, £10 for the secoud, and imprisonment for the 
third.** Several instances of such fines being imposed appear on the 
records of the court. 

In 1654« the persons chosen to conduct the bunness of the town 
having been called, for the most part, the ** seven-men,* began to have 
the title of ** select-men,** and on the 27th of May of that year an order 
was passed, **that any townsman duly warned, and declining to take 
part in public meeting, either in person or by proxy, should be fined 
IM.** On August 22d, the General Court appoints Samuel Archer, of 
Salem, to examine all persons going out of Massachusetts, to see that 
they carry no more than 20s. in coin to pay expenses* 

Persecution of the Quakers. — Although the founders of Salem left 
countr)' and friends that they might worship according to their own 
belief, they rigorously excluded from among their number all who 
held different religious views. The stem and uncompromising nature 
which had prompted them to separate from the church in their native 
land, and cross an ocean to establish a church where the gospel 
should be preached according to their understanding of its doctrines, 
would not brook interference on the part of any person or sect. The 
religious iutolerance from which they had suffered did not deter them 
from being equally intolerant to others of a differing belief. They 
banished Boger Williams and Anne Hutchinson, and they fined and 
whipped and hanged the Quakers. 

In 1658, Samuel Shattuck, Lawrence and Gassandra Southwick, 
Kicholas Phelps, Joshua Buffum, and Josiah Southwick, all of Salem, 
and all Quakers, were ordered to leave the Colony before the next 
election day. And on the 11th of May, 1659, Daniel and Pro- 
Tided Southwick, the two children of Lawrence and Gassandra South- 
wick, having no home to shelter them, and no one being allowed to 
harbor them under severe penalties, were arrested as vagabonds, and 
the treasurer was authorized to sell them to any of the English nation 
in Barbadoes or Virginia, as slaves. Provided Southwick was bap- 
tised at the First Church Deo. 6, 1639, and was therefore, at the ds^ 
of this event, probably a little over twenty years of age. Chris- 
topher Holder and John Copeland, of the Friends denondnalion. 
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being at Salcm Sept. 21, 1657, the former attempted to address the 
people after the minister had done. They were both secured, till the 
next day, and then sent to Boston, where they received thirty stripes 
each, and were imprisoned nine weeks. 

William Robinson and Marmaduke Stevenson, Quaker ministers 
journeying from Virginia and Rhode Island, held open-aur meetings in 
Salem in the year 1659, and were soon after both executed on Boston 
Common by the Puritan magistrates, being sentenced to death by 
Gov. Eudicott. 

On the 16th of November, 1662, the wife of Robert Wilson, for 
giiing through Snlem without any clothes on, as a sign of spiritual 
nakedness in town and Colony, was sentenced to be tied to a cart's i 
tail, uncovered to her waist, and be whipped from Mr. Gedney*s 
gate to her own house, not exceeding thirty stripes. Her mother 
Bufftim and sister Smith, being abettors of her conduct, were sen- 
tenced to be tied on each side of her, with nothing on to their waists 
but an under garb, and to accompany her the distance mentioned. 
Of this conduct there is no doubt the Friends in Salem disapproved. 
Edward Wharton, who was actively engaged in spreading the doc- 
trines of the Friends, was apprehended in Boston, in May, 1664, and 
ordered by the governor to be whipped and carried to his house in 
Salem. 

Thomas Maule, who in 1688 built the first Quaker meeting-house, 
was on the third day of May, 1669, sentenced to be whipped for say- 
ing that ** Mr. Higginson preached lies and that hb instruction was 
the doctrine of the devil.** Maule was a remarkable man, and a mer- 
chant of no inconsiderable business. His house was on the south 
side of Essex Street, on the spot where the house of James B. Cur- 
wen now stands. The building was demolished in the year 1852. 
Here it was that the Quakers of Salem, in 1680 and for several year» 
thereafter, held their meetings for worship and business. 

In 1694, Maule published a book, entitled ~ Truth held forth and 
maintained,** with a desire to explain and defend the views of the Qua- 
kers ; whereupon the governor and council directed the sheriff to semh 
hb house and bum all the obnoxious volumes he could find. Maule 
was arrested and indicted for publishing and putting forth a book 
" wherein b contained divers slanders agMnst the chuidies and gov- 
ernment of thb province'* ; and for saying al the honorable court at 
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Ipswich, in May last, "that there were as great mistakes in the 
Scriptures as in bis book." He was tried by a jury and acquitted, 
despite the adverse rulings of the presiding justice. 

Sir Edmund Andro$. — In 1689, Sir Edmund Andros passed 
through Salem on bis way to Boston from Pemaquid, where be had been 
to suppress Indian hostilities. The Colony charter had been abro- 
gated, and Andros was the appointed ruler of New England. During 
his stay in Salem, he had a conference with the Bev. Mr. Higginson, 
the aged minister of Salem, and, in the presence of a large company, 
asked him if all the lands in New England did not belong to the king. 
Higginson answered him in the negative, stating two reasons for his 
position : first, that the colonists held by right of just occupation ; and 
second, by right of purchase from the Indians ; therefore the lands in 
New England are the subjects* property and not the king^s. After 
much discussion. Sir Edmund said at last, with much indignation, 
** Either you are subjects or you are rebels.** The foregoing was a part 
of the testimony of Mr. Higginson after Sir Edmund was displaced. 
The latter part of the same year, Andros was arrested and imprisoned, 
and a provisional government was formed, which elected the venerable 
Simon Bradstreet, resident in Salem, to be its president, and Wut 
Winthrop to command the militia. The General Court again con- 
vened, and Salem sent her deputies, and, during the year 1690, 
raised troops to serve against the Eastern 
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CHAPTER II- 

SKETCH OF THE WITCnCRAFT DELUSION, WITH AK ACCOUNT OF THS 

TRIALS AND EXECUTIONS* 

Salem is famous the world OTcr as the scene of the witchcraft delu- 
sion of 1692. It was no new delusion that had taken root and sprung 
up in the Colony, for executions for witchcraft, and charges of **coni» 
muning with the Devil'^ had been recorded from the earliest days of 
history ; but the Salem witchcraft was regarded as a deep plot to 
destroy the Christian church in New England and set up the kingdom 
of Satan, whose individual efforts were supposed to be directed to- 
wards this object. It was religious fanaticism and ignorance, always 
the strongest incentive to action, that led to the deplorable results 
hereafter recorded, and made the year 1692 a memorable one in the 
annals of Salem. 

There were isolated cases of accusations before the general out> v 
break. In September, 1652, the grand jury presented John Brad- i 
street, of Rowley, **for suspicion of having familiarity with the J 
Devil.'' On the 28th of that month he was convicted in court, at / 
Ipswich, of lying ; and this being a second offence, he was fined to 
pay twenty shillings, or else be whipped. In 1658, John Godfrey, 
of Andover, was accused of causing losses in the estates of several I 
people, and ** some affliction in their bodies also."* No sentence was l 
ever imposed on Godfrey, though the case was several times in court ; | 
and about 1659, he sued his accusers for defamation. He is reputed I 
to have challenged, and even courted, the imputation of witchcraft. ( 
In November, 1669, ** Goody Burt,** a widow, was prosecuted, a phy- 
sician testifying that ** no natural cause ** could have led to such effects 
as were wrought by her. Her operations were mainly in Lynn, Iklar- 
blehead, and Salem. Philip Reed, the physician, preferred similar 
chaiges against Maigaret Gifford, ^'a witch,** in 1680: but no reooid 
of action against her appean. In 1679, Caleb Powell was aneated 
for bewitching, or, as the warrant specified, ** for suspicion of work- 
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itig with the Devil to the molesting of William Morse and his family.* 
Tbi^ man was not found gtiiltyy but ''so much suspicion* was proved, 
that he was ordered to pay the costs of court. The arrest of Mr. 
Morse's mother was next demanded, on chaige of causing the trouble ; 
and as Essex County courts could not be relied on for convictions in 
these cases, she was tried in Boston before the highest court in the 
Colony. She was found guilty, and the death sentence was imposed 
on her ; but she was twice reprieved. A new trial was granted by the 
Iloose of Deputies, but was refused by the magistrates ; and, finally, 
she was released. The * witchery * in this case was caused by the 
mischievous son of Mr. Morse. Margaret Jones and Ann Hibbins 
were also sentenced as witches. These, and similar instances, wrought 
up the public mind to that pitch of anxiety, that the people were in 
condition to succumb to the far greater excitement of 1692. 

Briefly traced, the history of the Salem witchcraft is here narrated. 
During the winter of 1691*92, a company of young girls were in the 
habit of assembling at the residence of the Rev. Samuel Parris, the 
clergyman of Salem Village, then including what is now Danvers 
Centre, Danvcrsport, Tapley ville, Putnamville, and a part of Danvers 
Fhuns. At the social parties held at the minister's house, the arts of 
fortune-telling, palmistry, necromancy and magio were practised, till 
considerable skill in this direction was attained. After a little time, 
these people began to ascribe their peculiar actions to supernatural 
agencies, and the whole neighborhood became intensely interested, 
then alarmed, and an examination by the village physician, resulting 
in pronouncing them ''bewitched,* capped the whole, and the witdi- 
craft delusion had taken root, to grow apace, and to lead to the terri- 
ble tragedies that the page of histoiy reoords. 

The persons who were of the party that met at the house of Bfr. 
Parris, and who acted in the opening scenes, are thus named and de- 
scribed by the late Hon. Charles W. Upham of Salem, in his valuable 
and exhaustive volumes entitled "Salem Witchcraft*; Elizabeth, 
daughter of Mr. Puris, was nine years of age ; she performed a 
leading part in the first stages of the aflair. Abigail Willbms, a niece 
of Mr. Parris, was eleven years old ; she acted conspicuously from 
the inception to the end of the excitement. Ann Putnam, a daughter 
of the parish clerk, was twelve years old ; this girl was in many re- 
qpecta the leadbg agent in the mischief that followed. Mary Waloot, 
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seventeen yctir* of ngo, waa a daughter of Jonathan AValcot. Mercys 
Lewis was also seventeen ; she lived as a servant in the bouse of 
Thomas Putnam ; she was res|)onsible for much of the crime and hor* 
ror connected with the affair. Elizabeth Hubbard, aged seventeeot 
was a niece of Mrs. Dr. Griggs, and lived in her family. EluBabeth 
Booth and Susannah Sheldon, each eighteen years old, belonged to 
families in the neighborhood. Mary Warren, twenty years of age, 
and Sarah Churchill, of the same age, were servants in the families 
of John Procter and George Jacobs, Sr. These last two acted prom- 
inently in the tragedy, actuated, it is reputed, by malicious feelings 
towards their employers. Mrs. Ann Putnam, mother of the girl 
mentioned above, Mrs. Pope, and Sirs. Bibber, living in Wenham, 
acted with the ** afflicted ^ children. 

Matters went from bad to worse. The bewitched at first had ex* 
hibited their afflictions, by such strange actions as creeping under 
benches and chairs, making wild gestures, and uttering strange excla- 
mations. They would be seized with spasms, and apparently suffer 
dreadful tortures. The next feature was the extension of these actions 
to the time of the church services. The minister would be inter- 
rupted in his services ; and Ann Putnam is mentioned as having such 
severe attacks, that she had to be held to prevent her breaking up 
the meeting. Mr. Parris invited neighboring ministers to assemble 
at his house, and unite in a day of prayer, invoking the aid of God 
for rescue from the terrible visitation. The same feats were per- 
formed in their presence, and the clergy corroborated the opinion of 
the doctor, that the Evil One had taken possession of the spirits of 
these people. This expression was the last straw. Public opinion 
all turned in one direction now, and the belief that these people 
were bewitched became almost universal. It was demanded of the 
** afflicted ones'* who it was that bewitched them, for it was the a<y 
cepted doctrine in those days, that the devil acted, not directly, bat 
through some human agent, or witch. Tituba, an Indian servant of 
Mr. Parris, Sarah Osbum, who was bedridden, and Sarah Good, a 
woman of ill-repute, were accused, and on the 29th of February, 
1692, warrants were issued for their arrest, the complainants being 
Joseph Hutchinson, Edward Putnam, Thomas Putnam, and Thomas 
Preston. 

On March 1st, an examination of the accused was held before John 
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Hatborne and Jouathao Corwio, the two leading magiatraiefl in tba 
riciiiity. These magistrates ** entered the Tillage in imposing array, 
escorted by the marsluily constables and their aids, with all the trap* 
pings of their officesv* and a great crowd gathered to hear the testi- 
mony taken. The examination was held in the meeting-hoase« Serah 
Good being arraigned first. Her bod name in the community made 
the people all the more ready to receive the charge against her. She 
stoutly denied all the charges preferred« as did also Sarah Osbaro ; 
but Tituba, the Indian, admitted that she had pinched, and otherwise 
bort the children, and declared that she was inspired to do it by the 
^«vil, who had bid her serve him. She also accused Sarah Good and 
^h Osbum of participation in the bewitching of the afflicted ones. 
'^i* woman was perfectly familiar with the whole affair ; and evidently 
she had been used as an instrument to give effect to the delusion ; 
P^fliaps, says Mr. Upham, Ix^ing frightened into confessing what she 
'^^^er did, and accusing the others of what she was instructed to ; or, 
^'^ps, being promised immunity from punishment if she acknowl- 
^S^ her own guilt, and fixed a greater responsibility on the other 
^^^en. Under date of March 7, the court records show that all three 
^^e 8CDt to the jail in Boston, the magistrates having held them for 
. 1^1. All that is known of tbem after this is very indefinite. The 
;f^^Ier's bill seems to indicate that Sarah Osbum died May 10. Tituba 
^ >^orded as being **8old for her fees" about a year later. 

Martha, or "Goody *• Corey, the third wife of Giles Corey, was the 

^^t person accubed. She was examined March 2l8t, and the records 

^Ppear in the handwriting of ]^ir. Parris. She was committed to 

^^lem jail. Rebecca Nurse was arrested on the 24th, and was ex- 

^^iued, and she, too, was east into jail. Martha Corey was a church- 

^^xober, and was evidently a person perfectly free from the terrible 

^^lueion. Rebecca Nurse was a person of acknowledged worth. She 

^^ of infirm health and advanced in years. Each of these two women 

^liired and protested their entire innocence, but the result of any 

^^^ination was a foregone conclusion, and each new person accused 

'^ fully committed for trial, tlie flimsiest evidence being admitted as 

^^dusive. Dorcas, a little daughter of Sarah Good, between four 

^^ five years old, was arraigned and committed with her mother to 

^%ton jail. 

^r. Upham, in his work on this dark delusion, says : — ** There was 
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no longer any doubt in the mass of the community that the devil had 
effected a lodgment at Salem Village. Church-members^ persons of 
all social positions^ of the highest repute and profession of piety, emi- 
nent for visible manifestations of devotion, and of every age, had 
joined his standard, and become his active allies and confederates."* 
**The public mind was worked to red heat, and now was the moment 
to strike the blow tlmt would fix an impression deep and irremovable 
upon it." Deodat Lawsou preached a sermon that * re-enforced the 
powers that had begun their work. It justified and commended 
everything that had been done, and everything that remained to be 
done." It was printed and endorsed by several of the most eminent 
divines in the country. 

One week passed befure any further action was taken ; but on April 
8th, complaints against Sarah Cloyse and Elizabeth Procter, " for high 
suspicion of sundry acts of witchcraft," having been preferred, war- 
rants for their arrest were procured! Their examination was before 
a representation of the government of the Colony, headed by the 
deputy-governor, Thomas Dauforth, and took place in the meeting- 
house of the First Parish. A number of witnesses were examined, 
and all testified that the accused had ^^hurf them, — choked and 
pinched them, and ^ tormented " them. Mr. Upliam, after a careful 
examination of all the records and papers relating to those terrible 
days of evil doing, concludes that nothing was worse than this exami- 
nation iKfore the deputy-governor and members of the council. As 
a result of the examination, Sarah Cloyse, John Procter and his wife 
Elizabeth Procter, were held for trial, and were confined in the jiul 
at Boston, with Rebecca Nurse, Martha Corey, and Dorcas Good. 
On April I8th, warrants were issued against Giles Corey and Mary 
Warren, of Salem, Abigail Hobbs, of Topsfield, and Bridget Bishopt 
of Salem, the second mentioned being one of those who had before 
been an accuser. She was cast into prison, and was several times 
examined by the judges, till she appeared to Uie magistrates and the 
people to have been delivered from the devirs clutches, and was then 
released. Mr. Upham expresses the opinion that she played an im- 
portant part as one of the party of conspirators to develop and cany 
on a deep-bdd plot — for such he oonsidera the whole phenomena. 
After her dischaige from jail, she appeared as a witness in ten prose- 
cntbns. Giles Corey was examined in the village meeting-hoosa 
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April 19th. Abigail Hobbs ^confessed,'' and secured immunity from 
heavy punishment^ though she was imprisoned, as was the custom to 
do with those who confessed* that they might be held in subjection. 
Bridget Bishop was examined at the same session of court before 
which Mary Warren was arraigned, and all of the four mentioned 
were incarcerated in jail. 

On the 22d of April, William Hobbs, his^ wife Deliverance, Nehe- 
miab Abbot, Jr., Mary Easty, and Sarah Wilds, all of Topsfiold or 
Ipswich, Edward Bishop, Sarah his wife, Mary Black, a negro, and 
Mary English, wife of Philip English, all of Salem, were arraigned 
at the house of Lieutenant Nathaniel Ingorsoll. The first-named of 
these was committed, but was bailed out and the bail forfeited, the 
parties not deeming it expedient to have him come into court. At 
the May term the next spring, the fine was remitted, and he was dis* 
diargcd by proclamation. Abbot was dismissed, — the only one 
reported to have been after an examination, — and it is not quite cer- 
tain that he was not re-^rrested, for a man by the name of Abbot is 
recorded to have been, though the Christian name is not given in the 
records. The other seven were all committed, as was the rule. 
Records of their trials exist only in the cases of Edward Bishop and 
his wife. 

The judges — Hathome and Corwin — showed signs of relaxing 
their stem methods of conducting the trials, and Thomas Putnam 
wrote a letter to them immediately, in which he urged them to be a 
terror to evil-doers, and assured tiiem that, though the people would 
never be able to make them recompense, a full reward would be given 
them of the Lord God of Israel, whose cause and interest they had 
espoused. 

On April SOth, warrants were granted against Philip English, of 
Salem, Sarah Morrel and Dorcas Hoar, of Beverly. Marshal Herrick, 
the officer entrusted with the serving of the warrants, returned that 
for English with the indorsement, "Mr. Plulip English not to be 
found. 6. H.** The others were duly taken into custody. On the 
6th of May, English was arrested in Boston, examined, and committed 
to jail, from whidi he and lus wife escaped, and fled to New York. 
After the delusion had run its race, they returned to Salem, and oon- 
tinned to reside there. He was one of the leading men of the town, 
a merchant, owning twenty-one vessels, beside modi real estate. 
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Just what became of Sarah Morrol is not known. She did not suffor 
the death iienalty^ and was probably one of those long imprisoned* 
but finally dischai^. Dorcas Hoar was a widow, and among other 
accusations brought against her in court was the killing of her hus- 
band* She protested her innocence of all charges, and reproached 
her accusers by crying out in court, "Oh, you are liars, and God will 
stop the mouths of liars." She suffered the common fate of impris- 
onment. Susanna Martin, of Amesbury, was arrested on a warrant 
bearing date April 30, and was examined on May 2d, and her name 
was added to the list of the imprisoned. 

In the letter, previously referred to, written by Sergeant Thomas 
Putnam to Judges Corwin and Hathome, reference was made to ** high 
and dreadful" things to be disclosed, that would make "ears tingle."* 
This proved to bo the arrest, probably planned long before it was 
made, of the Rev. George Burroughs, who was settled in Salem in 
the fall of 1680, but who was at this time preaching in the frontier 
settlements of Maine. He was a graduate of Harvard College in tlie 
class of 1670, and is known to have been a man of great ability and 
of sterling worth. The plans looking to his arrest go to show what a 
deep and firm hold the superstition had taken among the people, else 
the arrest of a former pastor would not have been tolerated. The 
order for his arrest was issued in Boston by Elisha Hutchinson, a 
magistrate in that place, and was addressed to John Partridge, of 
Portsmouth, field-man»hal of the provinces of New Hampshire and 
Maine. It bore date April 30, 1692, and commanded his arrest on 
suspicion of " confederacy with the devil." The " afflicted children * 
became as if influenced by him, and various charges of bewitching 
were brought against him. One deposition, that of Ann Putnam, 
taken by her father, and sworn to, is as follows : — 

''The Deposition of Ann Patnam, who testiftetb and eaith, on the 5MHb dmy of April, 
1692, at eveiiing, the aaw the apparition of a minister, at whieh ahe waa grievonalj 
aflrighted, and cried out, * Oh, dreadltal, dreadful! liera is the minister eome t WhaAt 
are ministers witches too f Whence came you, and what is your name f for I wUl oom- 
plain of yon, though yon be a minister, if yon be a wizard.' Immediately I waa to|w 
tured by him, being racked and almost choked by blm. And be tempted me to writs 
in his book, which I refbsed with loud ontcriea, and said I would not write in his book 
though he tore me all to pieces, but told him that It waa a dreadlbl thing, thai ba^ 
whieh was a minister that should teach children to fear God, should come to penaads 
poor creatures to give their souU to the derlL «Oh,di«adftil,dreadAat teU meyosir 
nsne that I may know wbo you am.' Then again be tortured me, and arged mats 
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write in hit book, wbieb I zoAiMd. And tban, prMontly, be told me tbat bit name was 
Oeotfo Borroogfat, and tbat be bad bad tbree wirea, and tbat be liad bewitobed tbe two 
flrat of UKm to deatb ; and tliat be killed Mxa. Lawaon beeanae abe waa ao unwilling 
to go ftmn tbe vilUge, and alao killed Mr. Lawaon'a cbild beeanae be went to tbe eaat- 
waid with 8ir Edmon and preaebed ao to tbe aoldien; and tbat be bad bewitebed a 
great manj aoldien to deatb at tbe eaatward wben Sir Edmon waa tbere ; and tbat 
be bad made Abigail Hobba a witeb, and aeveral witcbea mora. And be baa eontinned 
•rar ainee, bj timea, tempting me to write in bia book, and grieronaly torturing ma 
bj beating, pincbing, and almost eboking me aereral timea a day. Ha alao told ma 
tbat be waa above a witcb. He waa a eoi^tuar. 

[Signed] Amh Putnam." 

Barroiiglis was brought to Salem, May 4. On tbe 9th, bis examin*- 
tioo was held before a speeial sitting of tbe magistrates. Judges William 
Stougfaton, of Dorchester, Samuel Sewall, of Boston, and Hatbome 
and Corwin, of Salem, being on tbe bench, the former acting as chief 
jastice. A private examination was first held before the magistrates 
mod ministers alone, and then be was taken into tbe public court ; 
and, as be entered, * many, if not all tbe bewitched, were grieviously 
tortured," according to the records. As a matter of course, be* was 
committed. Geoige Jacobs, Sr., and bis grand-daughter, Alargaret 
Jacobs, were the next victims, and were arrested May 10. They 
were examined at tbe bouse of Thomas Beadle. On the same day of 
their examination, a warrant was issued for John Willard ; but be had 
fled from the town, and was subsequently arrested in Groton. About 
tbe same time, Alice Parker and Ann Pudeator, of Salem, were taken 
into custody. They were examined July 2, tbe same sort of evidence 
— in fact, DO evidence at all— being offered. 

On May 14, tbe following parties were subjects of warrants: 
Daniel Andrew, Oeorge Jacobs, Jr., bis wife Bebecca Jacobs, Sarah 
Buckley, and Maiy Whittredge, of Salem; Elizabeth Hart and 
Thomas Farrar, Sr., of Lynn ; Elizabeth Colson, of Beading, and 
Bethiah Garter, of Wobnm. Andrew, with Jacobs, Jr., beard of 
warrants for their arrest, and fled from tbe country. Sarah Bucklqr 
mod her daughter, Mary Whittredge, were not tried till January, 1698, 
wben they were acquitted. Mary Easty , who bad been arrested April 
22, and discharged May 18, was again arrested. May 20, as one Mercy 
Lewis asserted that she was ^ afflicted,"* and could not be delivered 
from her tortures till Mary Easty was again in irons. Testimony was 
given tbat Mercy Lewis's afflictions ceased tbe same afternoon that her 
* witdi " was incaroeraleiL 
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The following parties were next * charged " and arreetcd : On May 
21, the wife of William Baaset, of Lynn, Susanna Roots, of Beverly, 
Sarah Proctor, of Salem. A few days later, Benjamin Procter and 
Mary Dcrich, of Lynn, and wife of Bobert Pease, of Salem. On the 
28th, Martha Carrier, of Andover, Elizabeth Fosdick, of Maiden, 
Wilmot Read, of Marblebead, Sarah Rice, of Reading, Elizabeth 
How, of Topsficld, Capt. John Alden, of Boston, William Procter, 
of Salem, Capt. John Flood, of Rumney Marsh (now Chelsea), Mrs. 
Toothalver and her daughter, of Billorica, and Abbot, of Tops- 
field or Wcnharo. On the SOth, Elizabeth Paine, of Charlestown. On 
June 4, Mary Ircson, of Lynn. Many others were complained of, and 
warrants for them issued ; among them Mary Bradbury, of Salisbniy, 
Lydia and Sarah Dustin, of Reading, Ann Sears, of Wobum, Job 
Tookey, of Beverly, Abigail Somes, of Gloucester, Elizabeth Careyt 
of Charlestown, and Candy, a negro woman. 

In commenting on the trials, Mr. Upham calls special attention to 
the fact that ** every idle rumor; everything , that the gossip of the 
credulous, or the fertile imaginations of the malignant could produce ; 
everything gleaned from the memory or the fancy that could have an 
unfavorable bearing upon an accused person, however foreign or 
irrelevant it might be to the charge, was allowed to be brought in 
evidence before the magistrates, and received at the trials.** That 
^ children were not only permitted but induced to become witnesses 
against their parents, and parents against their children. Husbands 
and wives were made to criminate each other as witnesses in oouri."* 
The Rev. Cotton Mather, a clergyman of Boston ; a man who, aooord* 
ing to his own declaration, believed that * no place has got sndi a 
spell upon it as will always keep the devil out," gave an account of 
the proceedings of the courts. In the conclusion of hb report of the 
trial of Martha Carrier, he wrote as follows : **This rampant hag was 
the person of whom the confessions of the witches, and of her own 
children among the rest, agreed that the devil had promised her that 
she should bo queen of hell." John Alden, mentioned above, was a 
son of John Alden, of Plymouth, one of the founders of the Colony 
there. He made his escape from jail in September of the eventfnl 
year, and fled to Duzbuxy, telling his relatives there that he was flee- 
ing from the devil. 
An Andover woman, who was sick with a fever, became the cause 
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of a terrible ontbreak in that town. Her boaband was informed by 
the ** afflicted girb ^ at Salom that she was snfTering from witcberjt 
and, once alarmed, Andover became the scene of another act in the 
sad tragedy. More than fifty people were imprisoned, and several of 
them were hanged* Dudley Bradstrcet, the local magistrate, commit- 
ted forty or thereabouts, and then refused to act further, which so 
exasperated the people that they threatened the judge and his family 
with punbhment for his refusal to assist in banishing the evil ones, 
and they were obliged to flee from the vicinity. The prisons at 
Salem, Ipswich, Boston, and Cambridge were full of parties awaiting 
trial for the crime of witchcraft. 

About this time Sir William Phipps became governor under the 
royal charter, and a special court of oyer and terminer was created 
for witchcraft trials. William Stoughton, of Dorchester, was chief 
justice, and Nathaniel Saltonstall, of Haverhill, Alaj. John Richards, 
of Boston, Maj. Bartholemew Oedncy, of Salem, Wait Winthrop, 
Capt. Samuel Sewall, and Peter Sai^nt, of Boston, his associates on 
the bench. Saltonstall resigned, and Jonathan Corwin, of Salem, 
succeeded him. Before this court the final trials and convictions 
occurred, though a doubt has been raised as to the legality of the 
court, it being a question whether the governor and council under the 
charter had power to create it without the concurrence of the (General 
Court. The new government did away with the office of marshal, 
held by Geoige Herrick, and created that of sheriff, to which Qeoige 
Corwin, of Salem, was appointed. 

The jail at Salem, where many of the victims were lodged, was 
located on *" Prison Lane,"* now St. Peter's Street, and the oouri- 
boose, where the trials took place, was on * Town-house Lane,"* now 
Washington Street. The meeting-house, where examinations had 
been held, was at what b now the south-east comer of Essex and 
Washington streets, the present site of ihe "First Church."* The 
old **witdi-house,* the residence of Judge Corwin, which every stran- 
ger visiting Salem asks to see, was used for conferences and sessions 
of the grand jurors, and is not entitled to the prominence in oonnee- 
tion with the witchcraft trials that many have given it. The bouse is 
still standing at the comer of Essex and North streets. 

The trials opened in June, 169S. The attorney-general, Tbomaa 
Newton, bad located at Salem to conduct the triab in behalf of the 
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!>♦' ?s *■ :v •*'* «>«ill)r<»uk in that t«>\v»i. ]r«»T h;i^1)SM«l h^j« tiifiinnrd by 
t*'. "i N'r-t/d girls ** at S'll* in Ibat ^l!0 was amui-M.- !*.•,!» i^iirhery, 
au«K --.Ki^ nluriU'^d, All i.v4-r hcoamo the ik^cne i^i ^ «. .' • -.ot in the 
Silt! ir:i^4»«ly. X'-r : nitm tifty people wcro imprifnuiH: :• * • i- nil of 
thcii* wi-ri: lw.;in-ti. Itaalvy BrniUtroel, the local ma^i -.*.»•• inmit- 
lt-1 f'/i^y * -' iL'^rc:ib'»ut.«», and then rcfuM^d to act furtia . vl . -i ^o 
4»xrt*pv.: *.*i iho pvoplo thai they thrvntoottd llic judire a-d hi? : • •• *r 
Ti'iia p: •!>i'jj!ent for his rcfiijfal to a^sijl in hnni^liiii^ tae evil sinoi*, 
aii-'l i! <\v were «^nligod to floe from tlie" vicinity. The pii^.-ua at 
Sail- J*. Ip^-^vjch, Bo>ton, a'.d Canil»nd^o wre full of partleii awaiting 
lrl.il i'-'T the criuio of witih«.TMft. 

A\«otit thii time Sir AV»HinTn Phipps Ivonir.o ;T.^vc;*nor under the 
ioy:«» cleaner, and ii ^special court <>f oyer »> »d *- nv.\u*^r wu- iTi^ated 
f«_-r i*^ stcliiimft trials. "William Sti)i;g?iton, */f l>orch»: tor, va* chief 
justice, and Nathauirl Salt(»n:^talK of Ilaverbill, Mij. Jrl.i. U'ohr.rds, 
of Boston, ^Lij. Bartholomew Gedney, of S.iloni, WvJ* V\ ij •• rep, 
Ctii't. •rarnuel Seufill, and Pctrr Sargent, (»f Ik^-^toJ?. hi-* r^-' • • .•• • *in 
the bc:i*:». *N ItiiiiV^ill resigne^K Aud Jonathan CV.Hin. .l".-^.-:!'.!!, 
6uce*"«*o- ii l;:i.\ Bef^TC this court the ftual XruU ynd co:i- ic !-»iii 
occ r. .t 1, i';i.-nxii ;; dfmht has been raised as to thf re:raiUy of t!ie 
<o«iii, U -^tkUir •; ^!;» -ii'^u vvhclhcT cLe p: jv^rnor and co'iiijll uiidi-r the 
cL »rtr»r l>:id power iv» «•» •.;. if \vitli«>ut tho ooncurroiice of tho Gcitoral 
C«-»»^ *t. T" i.<*w ijovpi'.f .% 't «lid aw.w willi the office of Marshal, 
he««l by '''C'l'^c Horrick, aiiu • r« nfed thnt of shorilT, to which George 
Corwin, <»f .Saleiii, ".n:;- appviintcd. 

Xhc j.ill at Salem, whi re mnriv of the victim' were !od^r«v., w;\s 
ic't^-iiled on Trison Lai:-:*,^ no-v iSt. Peter's Street, i\\ -^ iJie «:«.iirt- 
h »'i=?f , where ihe trials took place, viit on *' Town-Lou? '/iius" now 
\>'ikr-h!iJi:tcn Stn^et. The meetiriir-house, wh<'r'? exa.!):.»:\fu>ci had 
}fct;-:-ii h«'!d, wa^ at what is now the south-iaat «•. »rner «'f ll-iscx and 
\Vas]:i!i;^ton streci><, the pre!?«:nt sUetf t!»e •" Tirbt CUiirch.'* The 
'^.■■\ '^ wit^h-honso," the residence of Judge Corw;;., wLicii every stnin- 
^t; 1 '•."'I ling Srdem a^ks to see, war^ nsetl for roLllivncx-a and bc^^ions 
of t ' ta:«»^»nd jurors, aiid is i,ot entitled to tl.« '^^romiiieuce in connec- 
tion '^'^' t!ie witchcraft trials that many hr.T.. given it. Tho hoube is 
still •!/•:; '■•>' at the corner of Eii8»^x and North streets. 

Tbctia'.* Cj'M.ed in June, 1C92. The attorney-general, Thcnias 
S&^' ^'^^ loviiU d at Salem to conduct the trials in behalf v>f the 
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goTernment. Ho addressed a leUer to the secrctoiy of the Ph)TiDoe, 
in which ho expressed the idea that progress would probably be slow, 
" as the afflicted cannot readily give their testimonies, being struck 
dumb and senseless for a season at the name of the accused."* No 
complete records of the doings of this special court are in existence, 
but seTcral depositions are on file in the county records. At the first 
session of the court. Bridget Bishop was the only "* witch " tried. She 
was dragged before the assembled crowds through Prison Lane, op 
Essex Street, into Town-house Lane, to the court-house. Cotton 
Mather relates that ** there was one strange thing with which the 
court was newly entertained. As this woman was, under a guard, 
passing by the great and spacious meeting-house, she gave a look 
towards the house, and immediately a demon invisibly entering the 
meeting-house, tore down a part of it, so that though there was no 
person to bo seen there, 3'et the i>eople, at the noise, running in, found 
a board which was strongly fastened with several nails, transported into 
another quarter of the house.'' 

Owing to the lack of records of the testimony in thb and other 
cases tried before this special court, no exact account of the trial can 
be given. By diligent research on the subject, our best authority, 
Mr. Upham, collected many interesting facts from various documents 
of the day now preserved in the archives of Essex County. The Bev. 
John Hale, of Beverly, appeared in court, and testified that he had 
examined the body of the woman whose death was attributed to the 
Influenced acts of Bridget Bishop, and that, in his judgment, it was 
** impossible for her, with so short a pair of sci;$sors, to mangle herself 
so without some extraordinary worlc of the devil, or witchcraft." 
The ** bewitched " woman evidently committed suicide. She was 
known to have been an insane person. Samuel Shattuck and his 
wife swore to a deposition, which asserted the belief that a child of 
theirs was bewitched through this woman. They testi6ed that the 
child, a young boy, had been afflicted with fits ; had acted strangely, 
as if controlled by an evil spirit, and had lost power over himself, so 
that he fell into fire or water, or lay as if dead. These things 
occurred and strengthened as the Bishop woman ** came oftener to the 
house,* according to the testimony oflTered. A son of Mr. John 
Cook, who lived on the same street with Shattuck, testified, "that 
" about five or six years ago, one morning, before sun-rising, as I was 
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in bed» before I rose, I saw goodwife Bbbop, aJioM Olirer, stand in 

the cliambcr, by the window ; and she looked on roe and grinned on 

me, and presently struck me on the side of the head, which did very 

mudi hurt me ; and then I saw her go out under the end window at a 

little crcTice, about so big as I could thrust my hand into. I saw her 

sigaia the same day, — which was the Sabbath day, — about noon, 

isralk across the room ; and having at the time an apple in my hand, 

it flew out of my hand into my mother's lap, who sat six or eight foot 

distance from me, and then she disappeared. And though my mother 

suid several others were in the same room, yet they affirmed they saw 

liernoi.'' 

John Bly, who had purchased a hog of Bridget Bishop, testified to 
atrange actions of that animal, and to bis belief **that said Bishop had 
bewitched the sow.* William Stacy swore that on hb way to mill, 
^ being gone about six rods from her, the said Bishop, with a small 
load in his cart, suddenly the off-wheel slumped, or sunk down into 
SI hole upon plain ground ; that this deponent was forced to get one 
to help him to get the wheel out. Afterwards, this deponent went 
back to look for said hole, where his wheel sunk in, but could not find 
any hole.** He also testified that on another occasion, ** after he bad 
passed by her, this deponent's horse stood still with a small load going 
up the bill ; so that the horse striving to draw, all bis gears and tack- 
lings flew to pieces, and the cart fell down." 

John Louder, who lived with John Gedney, Sr., as a servant, gave 
lengthy testimony, including the following absurd declarations : ** I, 
going to bed about the dead of night, felt a great weight upon my 
breast, and, awakening, looked, and, it being bright moonlight, did 
clearly see Bridget Bishop, or her likeness, sitting upon my stomach, 
and, putting my arms off of the bed to free myself from tlj^ great 
oppression, she presently laid hold of my throat, and almost choked 
me, and I bad no strength or power in my hands to resist or help 
myself; and in this condition she held me to almost day. Some time 
after that, I, being not very well, stayed at home on a Lord's Day ; 
and on the afternoon of said day, the doors being shut, I did see a 
black pig in the room coming towards me ; so I went towards it to 
kick it, and it' vanished away." He also claimed that a ** black 
thing** appeared to him, and assured him that if be would **be ruled 
by him ho should want for nothing in this world." He brings Bridget 
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Bishop into connection ^ritb this appnritiont by affirming that juat 
after its appearance to him ho saw her, and* * seeing her, had no 
power to set one foot forward." John BIy, Sr., and William Bly, a 
lad of fifteen, testified that in working in the remoral of a cellar-wall 
of the house where Bridget Bishop lived, they found ** several pup- 
pets made up of rags and hogs* bristles, with headless pins in them, 
with the points outward." Such is a fair sample of the loose and 
utterly unconvincing testimony on which this poor woman was oon- 
victed and executed in those dark days of 1692. 

It is but natural in these later days, to condemn, at first thought, 
all the actors in those terrible tragedies ; but more deliberate reflection, 
after a careful examination of the history of the affair as it comet 
down to us, tends to more charitable thoughts. We of to-day can 
form no definite idea of tlie feelings of the people who lived amidst 
those scenes. They were of Puritan stock, with the deepest rererence 
for their ^luker, and a holy horror of neglecting to do all they were 
able to drive out any emissaries of the dark jxiwer that might oppose 
the right. Let us have only pity for those who were drawn into the 
whirlpool of public sentiment and public action of the day, and chaiv 
itablo thoughts and free forgiveness for those who, evidently from 
some unexplained reason, sought to establish and perpetuate such 
horrible delusions. 

Bridget Bishop was executed the week after her trial, and her death- 
warrant is the only one preserved. The original document is framed, 
and hangs in the office of the clerk of the courts, at Salem. Tba 
court re-assembled June 29, and tried and sentenced Sarah Good, 
Sarah Wildes, Elizabeth How, Susanna Martin, and Rebecca Nurse, 
and these were hanged July 19. Quite a general opposition oocnrred 
to the execution of the last named. Nathaniel Putnam, Sr., at 
the solicitation of Francis Nurse, husband of the condemned, wrote 
a defence of her character, and a similar document was drawn up 
for public approval. This was signed by thirty-nine of the towns- 
people. 

It was customary, under order of the court, to cause an examina- 
tion to be made of the entire bodies of the accused, that any * witdi 
mark " on them might be found. Marshal Herrick, after examining 
George Jacobs, reported that he found a " witch teat aboot a qoar- 
ter of an inch long or better, with a sharp point drooping downwards. 
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80 that I took a pin, and run it through the said teat, but there was 
neither water, blood or corruption, nor any other matter*** This was 
regarded as the "devil*s mark," but it may readily be supposed 
that some infirmity of the flesh would be found on a man advanced in 
years as Jacobs was. These dechirations were received in court as 
e^enee. 

On August 5, George Burroughs, John Procter, Elizabeth Procter 
his wife, George Jacobs, Sr., John Willard, and Martha Carrier were 
tried and condemned. With the exception of Elizabeth Procter, they 
were executed August 19. Thirty-two inhabitants of Ipswich addressed 
a petition to the Court of Assistants, at Boston, in behalf of John 
Procter. This petition was headed by the Bev; John Wise, and the 
list of signers contained the names of many of the best people of that 
town. Another document in his favor was presented, and in court, 
evidence was ofTered to prove that one of the witnesses against him 
had sworn contrary to what she had stated outside. These facts furnish 
evidence that the persecutions did not receive universal sanction and 
approval. A tradition exists to the eflTect that the body of Geoige 
Jacobs was buried on his own farm, about a mile from the present 
city of Salem. Bemains, undoubtedly his, were exhumed in 1864, and 
were re-interred in the same place. 

The court sat again, the last time, on the 9th of September. On 
that day * Martha Corey, * Mary Easty , ^ Alice Parker, * Ann Pudeator, 
Dorcas Hoar, and Mary Bradbury were condemned and sentenced ; 
and on the 17th,* Margaret Scott, * Wilmot Beed, * Samuel WardwelU 
^Mary Parker, Abigail Faulkner, Bebecca Eames, Mary Lacy, Ann 
Foster, and Abigail Hobbs were also sentenced. [Those whose names 
are indicated by a star were executed on the 22d.] By order of the 
governor. Sir William Phipps, Abigail Faulkner, daughter of the Bev. 
Frauds Dane, of Andover, was pardoned, having laid in jail under 
sentence of death for thirteen weeks. The reason assigned for the 
pardon, the only one granted during the proceedings, was ** insufficient 
evidence.** The nineteen, who have been chronicled in the above brief 
narrative as suffering the death penalty, were the only ones who were 
executed ; for, though it was some time before the excitement died 
away, there was an abatement in its violence that saved the other con- 
demned persons from suffering the sad bte of tbehr neij^bon and 
fellows. Withoot a single exception the executed protested their 
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innocence to the yeiy last, most of tbem making dying declarationB on 
the ecaiTold. The hangings took place on n slight eminence, jost 
removed from the town, and now known as Gallows Hilltfrom the sad 
tragedies whose final acts were enacted there. 

One of the most remarkable cases on record, of heroic perseverance 
and unbroken persistence, is that of Giles Corey, husband of one of 
the executed, himself in jail at Ipswich, chaiged with witchcraft. He 
determined that his lips should remain sealed when arraigned in court, 
and that he would not answer to the inquiry, * guilty or not guilty.** 
There arc no records of the proceedings taken by the court when the 
prisoner failed to answer, but tradition has it that he was crushed to 
death. In a field somewhere between Howard Street Cemetery and 
Brown Street, Salem, is the locality designated by Mr. Upbam. It is 
related that Corey urged that the weight might be increased, for his 
death was the only way to end the matter, as he should not answer ; 
and he did not. Not a word bordering on an acknowledgment of 
guilt, or an attestation of innocence, escaped his lips. He knew that 
death was the penalty, if he pleaded not guilty, and he would not 
confess to a crime of which he was innocent. This man was eighty- 
one years old ; and the barbarous death penalty inflicted on him by 
the officers of the law, tended to awaken the people to a realization of 
the grave responsibility resting on them as a Christian community. 
Doubts began to be felt in the public mind as to the justice of the 
prosecutions, and the inevitable sentence and execution. But the 
delusion had not reached its end. 

The leaders in the prosecutions did not delay a new method of 
attempting to sustain the popular opinion in the course it had been 
running. The day after the death of Giles Corey, Thonuis Putnam 
addressed a letter to Judge Sewall, reading as follows : ** Last night, 
my daughter Ann was grievously tormented by witches, threatening 
that she should be pressed to death before Giles Corey ; but through 
the goodness of a gracious God she has had, at last, a little respite. 
Whereupon there appeared unto her (she said) a man in a windings 
sheet, who told her that Giles Corey had murdered him by pressing 
him to death with his feet; but that the devil there appeared unto 
him, and covenanted with him, and promised him that be should not 
be banged. The apparition said God hardened his heart, that lie 
ihoald not hearken to the advice of the coort, and so die an eaijy 
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death ; because, m it said, it must be done to him as he has done id 
me. The apparition also said that Giles Corey was carried to the 
Court for this, and that the jury had found the murder ; and that her 
fiither knew the man, and that the thing was done before she was 
bom.* 

This **reTelation* had some effect; but the tide had turned, and the 
delusion was destined to die away as suddenly as it had appeared. 
The court adjourned the latter part of September, neyer to meet again. ~ 
Though public opinion cannot be proved to have been the direct agent 
in causing the cessation of the prosecutions, yet it doubtless exerted a 
telling influence. Mr. Upham says that the sudden quieting down has 
been generally attributed to the fact that the ^afflicted children* 
became over-confident of their power, and struck too high. AYhen it 
was hinted that the Rev. Samuel Willard, and that two ladies of high 
social standing, one the wife of Gov. Phtpps, and the other of the Bev. 
Mr. Hole, of Beverly, were to be accused, it brought to the excited 
people a realizing sense of the errors into which they had fallen, and 
with returning reason came a reaction which stopped the spread of the 
delusion, and opened the prison doors to the accused. The Rev. Mr. 
Hale had acted with the accusers, but when his wife was cried out against 
be stood up nobly in her defence. The community soon began to feel 
that the girls at Dr. Parris's had perjured themselves, and as this feel- 
ing gathered strength the storm which had raged so fiercely subsided. 

It is a wonder, perhaps, that thfd reaction did not lead to the prose- 
cution, or at least to the moral arraignment of the ** afflicted children,* 
but it did not, no doubt fortunately, for the reign of blood had been 
full terrible enough. Sir William Phipps, by his executive authority, 
divested the court of its power, and that tribunal was stricken from' 
the lists of Courts in the Colony. It was superseded by a new court, 
known as the Superior Court of Judicature. Its judges were William 
Stoughton, chief justice, Thomas Danforth, John Richards, Wait 
Winthrop, and Samuel Sewall, associates. Thb court sat at Salem 
in January, 169S, and acquitted Rebecca Jacobs, Maigaret Jacobs, 
Sarah Buckley, Job Tookey, Hannah Tyler, Candy, a negro woman, 
Maiy Marston, Elizabeth Johnson, Abigail Barker, Mary Tyler, Sarah 
Hawkes, Mary Wardwell, Mary Bridges, Hannah Post, Sarah Bridges, 
Mary Osgood, Mary Lacy, Jr., and condemned Sarah Wardwdlt 
Elizabeth Johnson, Jr., and Maiy Post These three were not ex- 
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ocutedy bowevor, being dischai^ed by order of the governor in the 
following May. After this many oUiers were tried, but all were 
acquitted, and the number released in May, 1693, was about one hun- 
dred and fifty. Ann Foster and Sarah Osbum died in jail, and it 
is probable that others shared the same fate. Seyeral had escaped 
from prison, and the whole number arrested and committed must 
have been several' hundred. Those acquitted, or released by the 
governor, were obliged to pay all chaiges. 

Such, briefly told, is the history of the ** Salem witchcraft,* — a sad, 
sad tale; one not likely to be repeated in any nation. It has not 
been without its moral lessons. Let us hope that the memory of those 
who suffered death as condemned ** witches,** may remain green in 
history. The courage that faces the scaffold or the press, rather than 
confess to an uncommitted crime, is worthy of an epitaph engraven on 
the hcai-ts of all who follow in the Christian world. 
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CHAPTEB III. 

SKETCH OF SALEV FBOU THE TDtB OF THE KTTCHCRAFr DELCSIOir 

TO THE ADOFTIOH OF A ClTl CHARTKS. 

« 

While the witdicnift delasion was at its height. Sir William Fhipps 
arrived in Boston, briDging the new charter from William and Maiy. 
This charter constituted Massachusetts, Plymouth, Maine, and Note 
Scotia one province, of which William Phipps was appointed gor- 
emor by their majesties. The people hoped for a restoration of 
their former chartered rights. In this they were doomed to disap- 
pointment, but were still greatly rejoiced at obtaining so many con* 
cessions in their favor. Grov. Phipps arrived in Boston 'iinj 14, 
1692, and superseded Bradstreet, who was then the acting governor 
of the Colony. 

Simon Bradstreet. — ^The venerable Simon Bradstreet, who had 
been the last governor under the colonial charter, died in Salem 
/ March 27, 1697. He was bom in England in 1603, and came to 
Massachusetts in 1630, as one of the Assistants. Mr. Bradstreet was 
deputy-governor in 1673, and so continued to 1679, when he was 
elected governor. He served in that office till the charter of Iklassa- 
chusetts was made void, in 1686. When Sir Edmund Andros was 
deposed by the people, in 1689, Mr. Bradstreet was again chosen gov- 
ernor, continuing in office until 1692, when Sir William Phipps, ap- 
pointed by their majesties, came and took his place. "He was a man 
of deep discernment, whom neither wealth nor honor could allure 
firom duty. He poised with an equal balance the authority of the king 
i and the liberty of the people. Sincere in religionjnnd jpHreJ uJiis l ife, 
be overcame and leftjhe world;*^ His 'House in Salem occupied the 
site on Essex Street, next west of Plummer Hall, and was taken down 
in 1750. 

Ferries and Bridges. — ^At a very early period in the history of the 
settlement 3f Salem, ferries were established as a means of communis 
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cation with the surrounding country. It Ib agreed by the town. Dee. 
26, 1636, that John Stone shall keep a ferry betwixt his bouse on the 
/.-^ck and Cape Ann side, during the space of three years, and shall 
charge twopence from a stranger, and one penny from an inhabitant. 
This was the ferry to Beverly. Sept. 25, 1637, Oeoigo Wright ie 
granted certain land on the neck to build on, and five acres on the 
forest side for planting and ** to keep a ferry between Butt point and 
Darby fort." This ferry was from the point of rocks on the southern 
side of the neck to Naugus Head. There .was at that time quite a 
settlement in the immediate vicinity of Butt point. Some time sub- 
sequently, possibly as late as 1725, when Timothy Day of Gloucester 
contracted to find materials, except iron, and make a causeway for 
the passengers ** on y* flatts by Coll. Turners,** the location of tha 
Salem end of the ferry was changed to the foot of Turner Street. 
AVhen Marblchcad was incorporated, in 1649, Salem reserved to it> 
self the right of the ferry, and the appointment of the ferrymen. 
The Beverly ferry was continued, with numerous changes of rates and 
ferr}'mcn, until the opening of Essex Bridge, Sept. 24, 1788. The 
ferry to Naugus Head was used till about 1785, when it was abandoned 
altogether. 

The Mill Bridge, over South River, was built about 1664. The 
bridge over North River was built in 1744, and, in 1789, became tha 
property of the town. The proposition to build a bridge from Salem 
to Beverly, in 1787, met with violent and determined opposition on 
the part of the Salem people. They assembled in town-meeting and 
instructed their representatives to oppose the granting of a charter, 
alleging as a reason that the navigation of North River would be 
destroyed ; and they invited the adjoining towns to join in the remon- 
strance, and to use their utmost endeavors to prevent the aeoomplidi- 
ment of the project. In spite of the opposition, however, a charier 
was granted, and, Sept. 24, 1788, the bridge was opened to the paV 
lie as a toll-bridge. The tolls were removed in 1868. A bridge was 
built over South River, in a line with Central and Lafayette etreete, 
in 1805. It was built at the expense of Elzekiel Hersey Derby and 
others, and was accepted by the town in 1810. 

The Cfenend Oauri at iSSifem.— In 1728, a dispute havini^ arieen 
between Gtov. Burnet and the General Court, in refeienoe to hie 
lalaiy, the governor orden the General Court to meet aft Salens * 
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October 81ft. And to accommodate tbem, the town bai **tbe new 
town and court house fitted up." Salutes are fired as the governor 
arrives. Ho informs the House that he removed them from Boston 
because the people there endeavored to influence representatives from 
other places against granting him a salary. The House hold that 
they should not be moved from Boston, and desire the governor to 
order them back again, and they prepare a memorial to His l^Iajesty 
** setting forth the reasons why the House cannot settle a salary on the 
Governor for the time being." The House having refused to do any 
business in Salem, holding that they should sit only in Boston, the 
governor, on December 12th, adjourns them to the Ship Tavern, and, 
on the 20th, prorogues them. April 2, 1729, the General Court again 
meets in Salem, and Gov. Bumct renews his call for fixing his salary, 
and again the question is put ** whether the House will come into any 
further consideration of settling a salary on the Governor at this 
session," and decided in the negative ; and, on the 18th of the same 
month, the governor dissolves the Legislature, after informing the 
members that he had not ordered them any pay, because they had 
refused to do business one-third of their sessions, and to compensate 
him as the king required. The town of Salem votes to pay its 
representatives out of the town treasury. 

On May 28th, the Legislature meets again in the court-house, 
which the town has had newly painted for its reception. Immediately 
after the CSouncil is formed, the governor prorogues them to June 
25th, without delivering a message, at which time they again assem- 
ble, and July 7tb, without transacting any business, are adjourned to 
meet at Cambridge, Aognst 21st. In the midst of his controversy 
with the representatives, GK>v. Burnet dies September 7th. He was 
a son of the celebrated Bishop Burnet. 

Jonathan Belcher is appointed governor in bis stead, and reaches 
Boston in August, 1730, and, like his predecessor, has a dispute 
with the Legislature about his salary, and May SI, 1738, in his 
speedi to the House, says : **In obedience to His Majestty I must inform 
you be still expects, that you make provision for the support of bis 
government according to his Royal instructions*; bat the Honaa 
•tin refiises to grant the governor a fixed salary. Finally the Honaa 
▼otcs to supply the treasuiy with £76,500 in bills of credit, and in 
this manner the matter is adjusted. A mbnnderatanding arises soon 
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after in regard to raising money to supply the troasury, and tho gov- 
ernor complains bitterly of the action of tho representatives in not 
following his instructions in relation to taxation. The Legislature 
agrees to supply the treasury with £100,000 in bills, and £900 \m 
granted for fortifications at Salem. May 27, 1741, tho General 
Court met, but was dissolved by Gov. Belcher, on the 28th, because 
they eucournged the formation of the Land Bank, which ho says will 
injure unwary persons who will take the notes for money ** which 
have no honest or solid foundation." A part of the proprietors of this 
bank lived in Salem. 

Earthquakes. — Salem was visited by an earthquake, Nov. 18, 1755. 
Dr. E. A. Holyoke sajs in his diary, that "about 4 h. 15m. we were 
awakened by a greater earthquake than has ever been known in tliis 
country. Tops of chimnies and stone walls were thrown down, and 
clocks stopped by the shake. I thought of nothing less than being 
buried instantly in the ruins of the house"; and on March 8, 1756, 
town-meeting was opened with prayer, by the Bev. Mr. Barnard, and 
several Province laws were read against profaneness and other immor- 
alities, to the inhabitants, this seriousness being occasioned by tbe 
recent earthquake. March 12, 1761, another severe earthquake was 
felt in Salem, described as much the some as the one of five years 
before. 

Stamp Act. — On the 13th of June, 1764, the House accepted a draft 
of a letter to their agent in London against the Sugar Act and tha 
Stamp Act, though the latter had not gone into effect. In this letter, 
the House maintains that^Parliament has no right to tax this Provinoat 
because it is not represented in the House of Commons. The inhab- 
itants of Salem at once took firm and decided ground in regard to 
what they considered an encroachment of their rights and libertieSt 
and at a town-meeting held Oct. 21, 1765, it was voted ^ that instmo- 
tions be given to our representatives with regard to a late act of FInv 
liament commonly called the Stamp Act." Benjamin Pickman, Josqih 
Bowditch, Edward A. Holyoke, William Pynchon, and John Biggin- 
son are appointed to draft such instructions. 

On their report, the town sent instructions to Andrew Oliver snd WO- 
liam Brown, their representatives, stating ^ that tbe Inhabitants of Sakm 
being fully convinced that the Act, Istely passed by the P^iament of 
Great Britain, commonly called the Stamp Act, would if carried into 
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execution be excessively grevious and burthensome to the inhabitants 
of tbis his ]^Isje8tjr*s loyal Province ; and productive of the most fatal 
consequences to our trade, as it must soon drain us of the medium neo* 
essary for carrying it on, and be very injurious to Liberty, since we 
are therein taxed without our consent, having no Bepresentative in 
Fterliamcnt. But if in any sense we are supposed to be represented, 
most certainly it is by such only as have an interest in laying burthens 
upon us for their own relief, and further as we are thereby deprived 
of another most valuable right, that of trial by juries and instead of 
it have the power of the Courts of Admiralty further extended, which 
must be unfovorable to Liberty. As these are some of our sentiments 
of this act and as we would give a public testimony of our disapproba- 
tion thereof — we do hereby request you to do everything you legally 
can towards obtaining a repeal of the Stamp Ad.* 

Tbtrn Ileeords. — Several curious entries are found on the town 

records about this time. It was voted In 1768, at town*meeting, 

that the selectmen be desired to petition the General Court in behalf 

of the town for an act for a lottery to raise a sum of money to be 

applied towards paving Main Street in said Salem ; and the same year 

the following vote appears on the town records : ** Voted, that it is 

the mind of the town that proper means be used for preventing slaves 

espedally on election days (so called) from wearing swords, beating 

drums and making use of powder.** The townsmen, however, did 

not approve of slavery ; for we find that they voted. May 18, 1778, 

that the representatives of the town be instructed to use their utmost 

endeavors to prevent the future importation of negroes, ** their slavery 

being a thing repugnant to the natural rights of manldnd and highly 

prejudicial to the Province.** But as late as Jan. 24, 1769, there 

appears in the ** Gazette,** of Salem, an announcement that a very 

strong, healthy negro boy is to be sold, and buyers are asked to 

^ inquire of the printer.* 

Duty an Tea. — Hardly had the rejoicings ceased over the repeal 

of the Stamp Act, which, March 18, 1767, was ^joyfully commemorated 

through the Colonies,** when the imposition of new duties on paper, 

ijlass, and teas caused great dissatisfaction among the people. On 

the ISth of February, 1768, the House direcU a letter to the ** several 

Booses and Burgesses of the British Colonies on the Continent, setting 

iMth their sentimenU with regard to the great diffieoltiea that must 



Dtdy <m Tea. 43 

accrue by tho operation of dirers Acts of Pftrliameiit for kying taxes 
and duties on the Colonies with the sole and express purpose of rais- 
ing a revenue. June 21 st the Governor lays before the House a letter 
which expresses his Majesty's displeasure for their resolve for writing 
to other Colonics on the subject of their intended representatbna 
against some late Acts of Parliament and that it was the Kin^s pleas- 
ure that the House rescind their vote." The House voted, ninety-two 
to seventeen* not to rescind. The Salem representatives, William 
Brown and Peter Frye, voted with the minority, and were exposed to 
much reproach therefor. 

That the people of Salem did not sympathize with the views of 
their representatives is shown by their vote in town-meeting, July 
18, approving the late vote of the House not to rescind, and thanking 
them **for their firmness in maintaining our just rights and liberties,* 
a protest against such approbation being signed by only thirty of tho 
inhabitants. Sept. 6, the merchants and traders of Salem meet at the 
King's Arms Tavern and unanimously vote ^ not to send any further 
orders for goods, and that from Jan. 1, 1769, to Jan. 1, 1770, they 
will not import, nor purchase of others any kind of merchandise from 
Great Britain except coal, salt and some articles necessary to carry on 
the fishery," and that they will not import any tea, glass, or paper 
until the Acts imposing duties on these articles are repealed. 

On September 7th, one Row, for giving information that a vessel 
in the harbor was about to elude the payment of duties, was carried to 
the Common, tarred and feathered, set upon a cart, with the word 
"Informer," in large letters, on his breast and back, and carried 
through Main Street, preceded by a crowd, and bidden to flee out of 
town. He went to Boston, and was rewarded by the Crown officers 
for his sufierings. 

The inhabitants of Salem, in town-meeting, held May 27, 1769, 
vote, after discussion, **that Messrs. Richard Derby, Jr., and John 
Pickering, Jr., the Representatives in General Court, be instructed 
to endeavor that inquiry be made into the conduct of tlie troops sta- 
tioned among us, and that his Majesty's loyal subjects of this Phnr- 
ince may be protected and secured against any violence or oppression ; 
that, with regard to the revenue laws lately enacted, we esteem them 
our greatest grievance, as well as the unhappy cause of most others 
we now hbor under ; our obtaining full and efiective relief from them 
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yoa will, therefore, consider as the most weighty charge lying upon 
yoiu We earnestly recommend to you to use erery means that may 
tend to restore the harmony and affection not long since subsisting 
between Great Britain and the Colonies, but which the late measures 
haTe, unhappily for both, greatly interrupted, and, if persisted in, 
may, in the end, totally destroy : but, at the same time, you are to 
keep the strictest watch orer our essential constitutional rights and 
privileges, that none of them be in the least infringed upon." 

On the first day of May, 1770, Samuel Fhgg, Bichard Derby, Jr., 
Warwick Palfray, Jonathan Hopes, Jr., John Gardner, Bichard Man- 
ning, Thomas Mason, James King, and David Northey, are chosen, 
in town-meeting, a committee of inspection and correspondence ; said 
committee to offer to the inhabitants of the town a paper to sign 
against using tea or foreign goods; and at the same meeting it is 
voted ** that we do further agree to and with each other that we will 
not suffer any foreign tea to be used in our families, and that we will 
not buy any kind of goods'whatever of those persons who shall sell 
sud tea after the first day of the present month ; and further, that we 
will not employ any person that diall use it themselves, or shall suffer 
it to be used in their fiunilies." 

On September 27th, ** considering the memorial of the Committee 
on Inspection respecting the infamous conduct of John Appleton, 
Fster Frye, Abigail Eppes, and Elizabeth Higginson, who, in breach 
of a solemn agreement, took their imported goods by violence out of 
the hands of the committee, it was voted that a memorandum, setting 
forth their conduct, be read at every annual town-meeting, in March, 
for the space of seven years next ensuing, immediately before the 
choice of town oflicers," and that an account of their ^base and infill 
mons behaviour'' be published in the "Essex Gazette ** for the spaoe 
of one year. 

Meeting qf the ProvineUl AuenMy. — The action of the town just 
narrated was but a prelude to what was soon to follow ; and it was 
the fortune of Salem to be the theatre of the opening scenes in the 
peat struggle that was to end in the independence of the Colonies. 
There is no year in the annals of Salem so memorable, and crowded 
so fun of historic events, as the year which besan on the first day of 
Jane, 1774. Here, during that time, were oonvened the last Provin- 
cid Assembly and first Ftovincial Congress; here were chosen the 
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first delegates to the Continental Congress ; hero the assembled ProT- 
inco first formally renounced allegiance to the Imperial Legislature ; 
hero was made the first attempt to enforce the last oppressire Acts of 
Rirlinment, and here that attempt was resisted ; and here, though no 
mortal wound was given, was shed the first blood of the American 
Bevolution. If Salem had no history save that contained in the 
record of this eventful year, she would still be eutitled to a high place 
among the historic cities of this country* 

On the 13th of May, 17749 Oen. Thomas Gage arrived in Boston, 
He was the first British soldier appointed to the office of governor. 
On the 25th of the same month the General Court met at Boston, and 
a week later Gov. Gage adjourned them, to meet in Salem on the 
7th of June. The governor proceeded to Salem on the Thursday 
before the Assembly met, and the next Saturday he was received with 
great parade, ending with a brilliant ball at the old Assembly Hall on 
Cambridge Street. 

The Assembly met on the 7th of June, but the session lasted only 
eleven daj^s. The House passed five Resolutions, protesting agunst 
the removal to Salem. No further political measure transpired in either 
branch until the 17th, when the House passed a Resolve, appointhig 
as delegates to the Congress at Philadelphia, James Bowdoin, Thomas 
Cushing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert Treat Pkine, the 
purpose of the Congress, as indicated by the Resolve, being ^to 
consult upon measures for the restoration of harmony between Great 
Britain and the Colonics." The expenses of the delegates were also 
provided for. This action displeased Gov. Gage, and he ordered a 
Vi proclamation for dissolving the General Court to be prepared by 

^^ ^ Thomas Flucker, the secretary of the Province. The proclamation 

was dated June 17, 1774, and with it the secretary proceeded to the 
J.:i I' town house, where the General Court was in session. 

3 \ ', On arriving he found the door locked and the messenger on guard. 

Ho ** directed the messenger to go in and acquaint the speaker that the 
secretary had a message from his Excellency to the honorable House, 
and desired he might be admitted to deliver it.* The messenger 
returned, and said he had informed the speaker, as requested, ^who 
mentioned it to the House, and their orders were to keep the door 
fast." Thereupon the secretary proceeded to read the paper upon the 
stairs, in the presence of the assembled multitude, and afterwaivb in 
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the oouncO chamber. Thas ended the but General CSonrt held in 
Masaachusetts under a provincial govemor, and such, too, were the 
dramatic incidents attending the choice of the first five delegates to 
that congress which, by successive elections, continued throughout 
the war. 

Governor Grage had taken up his residence at Danvers, in the man- 
sion of Robert Hooper, now known as the ** Collins House ; " and two 
oompanies of soldiers, from Castle William, land in Salem, march 
through the town, and encamp near the governor's abode. On the 
12th of August, a Halifax regiment laud, and are quartered on the 
neck. On September 10th, they march from the neck through the 
town, are joined at Dangers South Parish, now Peabody, by the guards 
from tlie governor's headquarters, and together they proceed to Boston. 

On Thursday the 1st of September, writs for calling a new General 
Court, to be held at Salem, on the fifth of the next month, were issued 
by the governor's order ; but a week before the first day of the session, 
he published a proclamation, excusing the representatives elect from 
appearing at, or holding, a General Court. 

Notwithstanding this proclamation, when the 5th of October arrived 
ninety of the representatives assembled. Among them were men of 
tried courage and determination, who were bent on executing the 
purpose they had in view, whether the governor iqppearod or not. 
We can imagine with what eager expectation the people watched their 
proceedings, and how earnestly the throng about the old town-house 
discussed the momentous questions of the day. That they might not 
be diaiged with unseemly haste, the assembly did no formal business 
on the first day. At three o'clock the next morning there was an 
alarm of fire, and when the representatives assembled they found 
^ twenty-four buQdings, including the Bev. Dr. Whitakei's meeting- 
house, destroyed, and the town-house itself scorched and blistered. 

The assembly now organized, and John Hancock was chosen chair- 
man, and Benjamin Lincoln, clerk. A committee was appointed to 
consider the governor's proclamation, and the assembly adjourned. 
On Friday, the 7th of October, the committee reported four resdln- 
tiona, declaring that the grievances which thqr set forth were sodi 
as *ln all good governments ** had ** been considered among the great- 
est reasons for oonvening a parliament or assembly,** and that the proe- 
Uunalion was fnrther proof of the necessity of *most vigorooa and 
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immediate exertions for preserving the freedom and oonstitotion*' 
of the province. The resolutions were adopted, and thereupon the 
following vote was passed : ** Voted^ That the members aforesaid do 
now resolve themselves into a Provincial Congress, to be joined bj 
such other persons as have been or sliall be chosen for that pur- 
pose, to take into consideration the dangerous and alarming situa- 
tion of public affairs in this province, and to consult and detemune 
on such measures as they shall judge will tend to promote the true 
interest of His Majesty, and the peace, welfare and prosperity of the 
province.** 

Having thus solemuly renounced the authority of parliament, and 
affirmed the fundamental right of the people to institute a govern- 
ment, when in their judgment the regular administration had over- 
stepped the limits of the constitution, they adjourned to more com- 
fortable quarters at Concord, to meet on the following Tuesday, 
Here they organized the Congress, by raising Hancock to the pred- 
dency, and electing Lincoln secretary. They continued their sittings 
at Concord and Cambridge, and by midsummer three sessions had 
been held, had transacted business, and finally dissolved. On the 
day of their dissolution, they again assembled, by the recommenda^ 
tion of the Continental Congress, as an independent government 
under the charter. The vote of the assembly at Salem, on the 7th 
of October, 1774, was the legitimate act of the Province, in the only 
way in which the Province could express its pleasure. From this fact 
the movement in Salem derives a peculiar significance, and it can 
be justly claimed as the first official act of the Province by which 
she put herself in open, actual opposition to the home government.* 

Lealie^a Retreat. — The winter of 1774-75 came on, and found the 
breach between the Colonies and the mother country growing wider 
and wider. Military stores had already been seized, in various plaeea, 
by the British troops, under orders from Gen. Gage, when, on a Sab- 
bath afternoon in midwinter, a detachment of about three hundred 
British soldiers, under Col. Leslie, land at Marblehead, and march 
through the town towards Salem, with the purpose of seiang cer- 

* In prepuing this brief aeoount of the meeting of the Pkorineial CongreM, Uboral 
ate hM been made of an addieas delirered by Abner C. QoodeU, Jr., E*4*, befon ilia 
Eseex Institute, Oct. 5, 1874, in which the aa1^|ect is elaboratelx and azhaiHtiTaljr 
treated. (See ^ift CMl. £:mcs /aftftofe, toL xiiL, page L) 



^V'MMnrtMWVpaVMaMMiMiaMMrtiltfMMHbaMaMMlMMtoMMriaMBHMVBMIgMftHaMrtMi^^ 



48 Skdek of Salem. 



tain cannon loaned to the PJroTincial Congress. Maj. John Pedrick 
hastened to Salem to give the alarm, and, as the troops marched along 
through the ** South fields," they were obliged to stop and repair the 
bridge at the South Mills, which the inhabitants had torn up to delay 
their passage. Hastily repairing it they cross, and the advance guard 
march towards Union Wharf as a decoy, while the main body advance 
towards the North Bridge, halting a few minutes at the court-house. 
It was about four o'clock on the afternoon of Sunday, Feb. 26, 1775. 
The inhabitants of Salem were already aroused. Pastors dismissed 
their congregations, and repaired with them to the scene of action. 
Ciipt. Mason, living near the old North Church, shouted the alarm 
ciy at the door : **The regulars are coming I " and then liastened to 
the bridge. Leslie and his men arrived at North Bridge, attended 
by a concourse of people, and found the draw raised to prevent their 
further progress. He requested fiichard Derby, who owned part of 
the cannon,* to exert his influence for their surrender, and received 
the reply : ** Find them if you can ; take them if you can ; they will 
never be surrendered.** 

On the other side of the river was Timothy Pickering, who had 
just been chosen colonel of the First Begiment, with forty armed 
militia ready to dispute Lcslie*8 passage across the stream. Leslie 
threatened to fire on the people, when Capt. John Felt, who had 
"kept close to Leslie every step from the court-house,** said to him: 
^Tou had better not fire, for there,** pointing to the other side of the 
ver, ** is a multitude, every man of whom is ready to die in this 







On the top of the raised leaf of the draw, on the opposite side of 
stream, the more adventurous spirits had clambered. They called 

the soldiers in strong and defiant language, and received in reply 

threat that if they did not desist they would be fired upon. ** flra 

be d — d I ** calls out Capt. Joshna Ward, in language more ford- 

llr. Gideon Tucker, who died in IBSl, aged eight j-tbice^ related that when a hogr 

or teren years old, heing with hla lather, at hla wharl^ in Korth Salem, there was 

ont to him the place where the cannon were piled. They were owned, he was 

hy Tariona pereona, and had heen landed from merchant Tceaela, a general peaea 

them nnnecceeary. When the alarm canw that Leelie waa on the road horn 

ikhcad, thcoe cannon were canicd off hj the fhrmen, and were placed on land 

hy CoL llaoon, near the pnaeat head of School Street. Theto they 

ina. 
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bio than elegant. Three gondolas lay on the west side of the bridge, 
and Jonathan Felt, a shipmaster, Frank Benson, and Joseph Whlcher, 
the forenuin in Maj. Sprague's distillery, fearful that the enemy might 
use them to cross in, set about scuttling them to render them useless. 
A scuffle ensued between the soldiers and those in the gondolas, and 
"Whicher received a wound from a Imj'onct, drawing blood, and of 
which ho was afterwards exceedingly proud. Others were somewhat 
scratched, and a bloody struggle seemed imminent. 

While matters were fast tending to a disastrous conflict, the Sct. 
Thomas Barnard of the North Giurch appeared as a meduitor between 
Leslie and the ixK>ple. ** You cannot,'' said he, ** commit this viola^ 
tion against innocent men, here, on this holy da}', without sinning 
against God and humanity. Let mo entreat you to return." * And 
who are you, sir ? ** answered LfCslio to this remonstrance. The yoang 
minister replied, **I am Thomas Barnard, a minister of the gospel, 
and my mission is peace.** He suggests the compromise by which 
honor is to be saved, on one side, and no gims lost on the other* 
Leslie agrees that if the draw is lowered, and ho permitted to lead his 
men thirty rods beyond, ho would then countermarch and leave the 
town. Col. Pickering consents, a line is drawn and guarded by 
Pickering's men, and the haughty Briton crosses, turns in the face of 
the enemy, and proceeds expeditiously back to ^larblehead, and from 
thence to Boston* 

For the first time in the history of the Colony, the militaiy mntlunv 
ity of Great Britain had received a check ; for the first time, blood 
f: had been spilt in a strife between the Colony and the mother country ; 

and that the struggle was not as bloody and memorable as that at 
Lexington, which took place soon after, was duo to the prudence and 
caution and forbearance of Col. Leslie. A single shot, and the brave 
and determined men of Salem who stood at North Bridge, under tlie 
lead of the gallant Felt, would have loft few of the British soldiers to 
report to Gen. Gage the result of their expedition. A flag-staff now 
marks the spot on which the townspeople stcx>d, in their opposition to 
the encroachment of the British troops on that eventful winter Sab- 
bath in 1775. 

Salem MUUia. — Leslie's expedition roused the people of Salem 
to a sense of their danger ; and on the 14th of March following, all 
persons on the alarm-list reoeive wanung to meet in ** Sdiool Slieet,* 
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and on the 25th, the town votes to raise two companies of minnte-men 
** whose attachment to their country can be relied on.'' On the 19th 
of April, Benjamin Pierce, of Salem, is killed at the battle of Lexing- 
ton. Col. Pickering, .with three hundred soldiers, march as fiist as 
they can from Salem towards Lexington, but do not arriye in sight of 
the enemy till the last of them are retreating through Giarlestown. 
For the failure to arrive in season, the Salem troops are greatly cen- 
sured ; the inhabitants are highly indignant at this uigust censure of 
their soldiers, and call a town-meeting, Aug. 10, 1775, to make state- 
ment of the lacts to the General Court. This is done at length, the 
statement bcginnmg as follows : ** On the 19th of April, very soon after 
the barbarous deeds of the King's troops at Lexington, the inhabitants 
mustered in arms, and near three hundred marched off and directed 
their course according to the intelligence they were continually reoeiy- 
ing on the road, of the situation of the troops. Thousands of men 
nearer, much nearer the scene of action, either stayed at home, or 
arriycd no sooner than the Salem militia." 

This statement is sent to the General Court, which body there- 
upon Totes : ** In House of Bepresentatives, August 17, 1775. On 
a petition from the town of Salem complaining of many illiberal 
reflections bemg cast by some individuals respecting tiie conduct 
of said town, in the present dispute between Great Britain and 
the Colonies. — Besolved : — That notwithstanding many ungenerous 
aspersions have been cast on said town, there is nothing appears to 
this court, in the conduct thereof, inimical to the liberties and 
privOeges of America, but on the contrary, in many instances, its ex- 
ertions have been such as has done its inhabitants much honor, and 
been of great advantage to the colony." 

Benedict Arnold. — On the 14th of September, 1775, a detachment 
of troops sent from the headquarters at Cambridge, by Gen. Wash- 
ington, stop for dinner at Salem, on their way to attempt the capture 
of Quebec. This remarkable expedition was conmianded by Benedict 
Arnold, then high in favor with Washington ; and his indomitable 
oourage and unfailing resources made the passage of the tracUeaa 
woods of Maine by his troops a possibility. Congress, for this aer- 
vke, made Arnold a brigadier-general; and, while .we execrate hb 
gabsequent treachery, this should be remembered to hia credit. 
goim in ike Betctution.'^ From 1775 till the news of the deo]»- 
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ration of pcaco was received* April 89 17839 Salem bore an honora- 
ble part in the contest that ^vas waged for liberty and freedom. She 
furnished men to fill the ranks of the army9 and money and clothing 
for its support* Her people were ready to sacrifice all, if need be, 
in the cause of independence and for the establishment of the rights of 
the Colonies. 

At a town-meeting, held Wednesday, June 12, I7769 the following 
stirring and patriotic address to their representatives was adopted by 
men who knew the meaning of the brave words they used : — "* To the 
Gentlemen who represent the inhabitants of Salem in the present 
General Couit. Gentlemen : We the inhabitants of the town of Sa- 
lem in town meeting legally assembled hereby advise you that if the 
Honorable Congress shall for the safety of the United American colo- 
nics declare them independent of the Kingdom of Great Britain we 
will solemnly engage with our lives and fortunes to support them in 
the measure.** 

After Uie Revolution. — The War of the Revolution having been 
brought to a successful termination, the inhabitants of Salem turned 
their attention to the avocations of peace. Commerce flourished here 
with unexampled prosperity', and the white sails of Salem*s ships were 
unfurled in every port in the known world, and carried the fimie and 
name of Salem to the uttermost parts of the earth. Salem was at 
the height of her commercial prosperity during the period from the 
close of the Revolutionary War to the time of the embaigo, in 1808. 
She had eight hundred men on the ocean imperilled by the doclaniF> 
tion of war in 1812. 

Beiug so laigely engaged in commerce, her people naturally looked 
with alarm upon the opening of a contest that might sweep their ves- 
sels from the seas and destroy millions of their property. They 
assembled in town meeting June 22, 1812, and chose a committee to 
draft a memorial to Congress praying that the country might be saved 
from an ^ unjust and ruinous war." The committee consisted of the 
most respected citizens of the town : Jacob Ashton, Joseph Peabody, 
William Ome, Willard Peele, Samuel Putnam, Benjamin Pieroe, 
Samuel Upton, John Pickering, and Nathaniel Bowditoh. Their 
memorial declared that war was unnecessary ; that it was impolitiot 
because an immense amount of property would be abandoned to the 
cruisers of Great Britain ; and that the inhabitants of Salem would 
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iadividually sustaiu immease losses. But the remonstrance came too 
late. The official announcement of the declaration of war was received 
the next day* 

After war had been formally declared, Salem stcx>d ready to assist 
in bringing it to a successful issue. An instance of the patriotic feel- 
ing which pervaded the very class that at first thought the war unneo- 
essary and impolitic, may be found in the alacrity with which they 
fitted out a Tessel and sent for the remains of Lawrence and Ludlow, 
the dead heroes of the memorable fight between the ** Chesapeake* 
and "* Shannon." This celebrated naval contest was fought on the 
1st of June, 1818, so near the shores of Salem that many of the citi- 
xens witnessed it from the heights in the vicinity, Legge*s Hill being 
a very prominent point of view. 

Lawrence was only in his thirty-second year, but had before dis- 
tinguished himself for his bravery and skill. The famous expression 
of the dying hero will never be forgotten. After he had been mor- 
tally wounded, and carried below, he issued from the cock-pit his 
memorable orders, ** Keep the guns going," ** Fight her till she strikes 
or sinks ; " and when he knew that the enemy had carried the spar- 
deck, he sent the emphatic message to the gun-deck, ^ Don*t give up 
the ship." No officer was left on the deck of the ** Chesapeake" 
undisabled, higher in rank than a midshipman. 

When the particulars of the fight were received from Halifiiz, 
whither the ** Chesapeake" was taken, the patriotic merchants and 
navigators of Salem made arrangements to recover the remains of 
Capt. Lawrence. Capt. Geoige Crowinshield, Jr., projected the 
undertaking, and fitted and provisioned the brig ** Henry," entirely at 
his own expense, had her commissioned with a flag of truce, and 
sailed for Halifax for the purpose of soliciting the body. The 
** Henry " was manned lyy Salem shipmasters, who volunteered theur 
services to perform the voyage. Capt. Geoige Crowninsheld, Jr., 
was commander; Capt. Holten J. Breed, first officer; and Capl. 
Samuel Briggs, second officer. The brig sailed from Salem on-Sator- 
day, August 7, and returned on Wednesday, August 18, with the 
bodies of Capt. James Lawrence and Lieut. Augustus C. Ludlow, 
both victims of the sea-fight off the shores of Salem. 

The funeral observances, which took place on Monday Aug. S8, 
18l8f ^^^ on a scale of unwonted and imposing magnitude. The 
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Vlcc-Prosident of the United States, Elbridge Gony, and a large 
number of distinguished officers of tlio army and navy were present* 
On the day of the funersil every vessel in the harbor and at tbe 
whar^'esy and all the flag-staSs in town, wore the American ensign at 
half-mast. The brig ** Henry,'' clad in sable, lay at anchor in the har- 
bor. At half-past twelve o'clock the remains wore placed in bargca, 
and, preceded by a long procession of lioats, filled with seamen uni- 
formed in blue jackets, with a blue ribbon on their hats, bearing the 
motto, **Free Trade and Sailors' Rights,'' were rowed by minute- 
strokes to the end of India (now Phillips) Wharf, where hearses 
were ready to reoeive them. From the time that the boats left the 
brig until the bodies were landed, the U. S. brig ** Rattlesnake " and 
the brig ** Henry," in which they were brought, alternately fired 
minute-guns. A procession was formed at the head of India Wharf, 
under the direction of Maj. John Ssmnders, which, escorted by the 
Salem Light Infantry, Capt. James C. King, moved through a part of 
Derby Street, Hardy, Essex, North, L>'nde, Court, Church, and 
Brown streets, to the Howard Street Church, where the funeral 
oration was pronounced by the Hon. Joseph Story, and the rites of 
sepulture performed by the Rev. Mr. Henshaw, of Marblehead, Capl. 
Peabody's company of artillery firing minuto-guns from Washington 
Square. The bodies were temporarily deposited in the tomb of Capt. 
George Crowninshicid, in the Howard Street Cemetery. 

Such were the honors that Salem paid to the two youthful heroes 
who lost their lives while defending the flag of their country. Law* 
rence was thirty-one ; Ludlow, twenty-one. Short as had been their 
lives, they had so conducted themselves as to gain the gratitude of 
their countrymen and the respect and admiration of their opponents. 

During the war, details from the several military companies were 
emplo^-ed in constructing defences at** Juniper" and Hospital point, 
and in guarding the most prominent positions on the Neck. A large, 
heavy-timbered observatory was built just inside the ** great pasture* 
gate, which stood until demolished by the storm of Aug. 1, 1815. 
Salem sent out a large number of privateers during this war, of wUdi 
some notice is given In a suoeeeding diapter. 

From the close of the war until the adoption of the dtj diarter, 
in 1836, no very noUble event marked the history of Salem. Tlie 
calm and pladd stream flows quietly along unnoticed, while Hie 
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brawling and dangeroas rapids fix oar attention. Histoiy is little else 
than the record of disasten. War and turmoil, rebellion and riot, 
and their results, fill the lai^er part of the pages of history. Happy 
is the town whose record is short, because it is a record of peace 
and prosperity. 

Citt/ Govemmeni. — As early as the year 1805 the subject of a city 
form of government was seriously considered, but the project took no 
definite shape until Jan. 29, 1886, on which day a town-meeting was 
called, upon petition of Joseph Peabody and othera, to ascertain the 
sense of the town in relation to a city charter, the Hon. Leyeretl 
Saltonstill presiding. A committee of three persons was chosen from 
each ward, on motion of E. H. Derby, who, together with the select- 
men, were to constitute a committee to consider and report upon the 
expediency of a change in the form of goyemment. 

On the 15th of February the committee reported in favor of the 
diange, and the meeting adopted a resolve **that it is expedient to 
adopt a city form of government." The selectmen were instructed to 
petition the General Court in behalf of the town for an Act of incor- 
poration as a city, and a committee was appointed to draft a city 
charter. This committee consisted of Messra. Leverett Saltonstall, 
Nathaniel Silsbee, Jr., Perley Putnam, Nathaniel J. Lord, Benjamin 
Merrill, Nathaniel L. Rogen, and Joseph G. Watera; and fifteen 
hundred copies of their report were printed and distributed forthwith. 
At a meeting of the committee on February 20th, it was voted that a 
diarter for the city be obtained as soon as may be. 

The Act **to establish the city of Salem** was approved March 28, 
1836, by Edward Everett, governor of the Commonwealth. War- 
rants were now issued for a town-meeting, to be held April 4, 1886« 
This meeting was held in the town hall, the Hon. Benjamin Merrill 
presiding ; 802 votes were cast, of which 617 were for the duuler, and 
185 against it. 

This action closed the history of the town of Salem, — a histoiy 
extending over two centuries, and replete in its earlier yean with 
stirring events and honorable actions, and making a record of which 
lay town might bo justly prood. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SKETCn OF SALEM 8IKCE TUB ADOmOX OF A CITT CnABTBB. 

Salem was tho sccoud city incorporated in tho Commonwealth, the 
Act panting a city charter being dated March 23, 1836. Boston was 
incoriiorated Feb. 22, 1822 ; and Lowell, April 1, 1836. Tho charter 
of Salem was modelled after that of Boston. It provided for a city 
goyemment, to consist of a mayor, six aldermen, and twenty-four 
common councilmen. The only change in this respect that baa 
since been made has been the addition of one member to the board 
of aldermen. This was done by statute of 1878. The city charter 
having been accepted April 4, 1836, the selectmen issued their war- 
rants for an election of mayor and members of the city council 
on the twenty-fifth day of April, 1836. At this election 1,104 
votes were cast for mayor, of which the Hon. Lcverett Salton- 
stall received 752 votes, and was elected. Porley Putnam had 260 
votes, George Peabody 56, and David Putnam 86. Samuel Holman, 
Jr., George Peabody, Henry Whipple, David Pingrce, John Waters, 
and Oliver Parsons were diosen to constitute the board of alder- 
men. 

The oi^nization of the new dty government took place on Monday, 
May 9, 1886, at ten o'clock, in the Tabernacle Church. Prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Dr. Brazer, and David Cummins administered 
the oath of office to the mayor-elect. Mayor Saltonstall delivered his 
inaugural address, and at its close tho two boards retired to rooms fai 
the court-house, formerly used as a town hall. John Glen Ejug was 
chosen president, and Nathaniel Cleaves clerk of the common conndl. 
Joseph Cloutman was elected iitj derk, and the new government was 
ready to commence its labors. The city council conUnued to bold its 
sessions at the oourt-bouse until the present city hall was resdy for 

oseopsiMQr* 

JBUL—Ob die tUtd dqr of April, 1887, Mayor Saltoutdl, 




ih hTr ii Mfa't i tf ii n i TM i ii''ir-ifrT-' Ttr''^'"'^'-'*-'-''''"'*'''"'-^'^'^'^"-'^'"V'rfrT i l *! ^ ""^"^ 



56 Sketch of Salem. 

with AldcrmoQ Peabody and Parsons, and Councilmen PutnAm, Rogers, 
Shcpard, and Busscll, wero appointed a committee to report what 
measures were expedient to be taken to provide suitable accommoda- 
tions for the city councO and officers of the city ; and May 19, 1837, 
they reported that it was expedient to erect a city hall on Court, 
now Washington Street. A committee of five was appointed to 
superintend its erection ; and on the 24th of May, 1888, the mayor, 
as chairman of the committee, reported that the city hall was ready 
to be occupied, and Thursday, May 81, the first meeting of the city 
council was held therein, Ma^'or Saltonstall delivering an address upon 
the occasion. The cost of the city hall, completed and furnished, 
together with the land, was $22,878.69, which sum was wholly paid 
from the surplus revenue hereafter referred to. The city hall was 
enlaiged, in 1876, during the administration of Mayor Williams, who 
delivered a dedicatory address May 8, 1876. The cost of the improve- 
ment was about $24,000 ; and, as enlarged, it will doubtless supply 
the needs of the city for many years to come. 

The city hall has this noteworthy fact connected with its histoiy : It 
is the only building that has been, or probably ever will be, built in 
Salem with surplus revenue returned by the United Stales govern- 
ment, because the cofi*ers of the nation were full to overflowing. The 
income from customs duties and the sales of public lands so far ex- 
ceeded the estimates that the secretary of the treasury found his 
receipts to be $40,000,000 in excess of his needs ; and that sum was, 
by Act of Congress, distributed among the States, which, in turn, 
made a distribution among the cities and towns. Salem*s share of 
this surplus revenue was $38,843.49. 

Ciij^ Seal. — An abiding place having thus been provided for the 

ci^ officials, attention was turned to procuring an appropriate muni- 

dpal seal ; and March 11, 1889, an ordinance was adopted, providing 

for the seal as at present used by the city. The design was adopted 

•ubetantially aa drawn by Mr. Georgia Peabody, then a member of the 

board of aldermen ; and the ordinance before-mentioned provided that 

the following be the device of the seal of the dty , to wit : In the centre 

thereof a shield, bearing upon it a ship under full sail, approaddng a 

^xiaat designated by the costume of the person standing upon it,aDdbj 

^b0 trees near Um, as a portion of the East Indies ; beneath the shield, 

^jii» motto: "i>ivtttf Jfidto tMsue od ictttmaim Jtimm,'* Mgnifyu^ 
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S; .. ..:»; Kij>j5*.U, .' ro appoiiilod a ct)nir.*itt. r tx; r'j>.*rt wlint 

'.: . ; «." Were fx; (iiiei.t to b*! I:;kcji to piuvidr <^.ii\'SV: iir.-'»minada- 

•f % r »r til" ii'v Council nud oUioeia of lh»! citv; » •! >^<v 1*.', 1837, 

roj>or».<l tij!kt a wad ^^xpedient to creel a -jr'y?. all on (\»nrt, 

•*\- A\ :i-hi.j^(»»n /-'.roel. A conimlttce of fivo ^ya* .-.j*: o'ntrd to 

:M*'.ii:*iMitl it.-» riioiioii ; aiul ni tho l?4lli of May, IN'S, t •. d jyor, 

..< tbair;u:iii i.f tlu* cuiiiiulttce, npoitvd tbat the city l-all %v.i:^ icaJ^ 

!<• i;c occniJicL ::ik1 T^:•Jr^'J»v, Mi«v •'^l, the luvt nii^tliiiir of the litv 

c»»«ii2iil Viiij hild there in. Mnyc r S:i!t tii.^iuU <K-liverin^ an addrc-s;? upon 

llic occasion. The •;oyt of ihc cit;* hall. ct»T>ipl» Uvl and fiirnibhod, 

t*'*;cther nith tho land, nas $:22,<-?7t'.r);i, nh'ili .-i^ii • wu wholly paid 

froMi tho jriirphis reve:)u«- hcrffi'ii i* rvAircd l.*. Cn' oity hall was 

•ji.l-iijied, in l.STG, dunug tL»- adiniui-trati ;« of M;v\i'i' W'linjus, who 

•loiiveiod a docrKutor}' n Mre>s IMi*} c^, !d7i>. Tin* '-^^^ of Hi* ic::|;rov«.- 

pjoixt vn-i uli!»ut i2l,'K)0; a«;d, us tulai^fii, ».; *^v.il dsnhllo-s supply 

the sK^'U 'A i!k» rity (or many yoaii to c«-.!;e. 

Iln. . • -3' I»as this uotcworthy fa^t *.' ):iid-'^d 'v'.tli I*. ,-, ^*ory : It 
is tL- t. .:. . : i!?'!»i^ lijal Iia^j \)Oon, or prohaoK t'vor \*;1 l>«.'. built in 
S.Jf-f v\'.\\ -.'^ . ". * r»'Vriiuc rt-lunied b^' the L'uileJ i>t:ilis fr«A'ern- 
iiA'.".». J- "x-jro :i . • ■ ':• r? '>i*lii; ii:ttii»»i wore full to ororliovvi'iir. Tho 
i:i»*.:/ • '.; •:!?ftoh.fc '■•.:••:> ai:d the sales oi* public lauds so far cx- 
oe«*dei • » ♦••ii:«atL!i vh / t: o ^vcrctary of the treasury fouMd his 
rcoeiptf to Iw Jji*/» Mj.OOO hi *.>?ibs of !h* nteds ; and lliat enni Wiis, 
by Act of Conurii^f, diblr !»uie'i f*mon^ the Slulos, ^-.M.-h, in turn, 
uindo a diitribution anion'; Ihtj cities uud ♦om us^ Si'l.itnS tfharc of 
th;« siirj'lus revenue wa** $33,843.49. 

C/'j/ StuK — Ad abiding place having thi:^ been ^-'-ovided for the 
cily oGj.inlSy at1cnti(»!i wa»« turned to proeurii:^ :*n .**^propriato miiui- 
cipal \»*al ; and March 11, IS'6^^ an ord»n;nko wuj? adopted, providing 
f.r liu' >eal as at present used by the < y. The design was adopted 
njbsta/liidl}' as drawn by Mr. Gv-rgo I'i^^aUidy, then a nicn'^jer of the 
bitinl of . !diTD)en ; and the ord'.)!*:!:-*-) '/• s'ort-nuntioued provided tliat 
»r •• following' l>o the device of ibv - v';;i I'f iho city, to wit : In the centre 
;:• r(>*f a sbteld, WariLg upon it a ?hip under full sail, approaching a 
f*. 4-1.1 .ie©ignati-.l by the costume of tlie person standing upon, it, and by 
:•«<• *. 1 1 A near hin.. us s portion «'>f i!io East Indies ; beneath the shield, 
ihi« ;:»'V»o : ^DivUis Fndi^ tifque ad uUiuium sijiuin^'* sigmfyiug "To 
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the farthest port of the rich East ; ** and above the shield, a dove, bear- 
ing an olive-branch in her mouth. In the circumferenoe encircling the 
shield, the words "* Salem condita^ A. D. 1626^ ** CivitalU regimine 
donata^ A. D. 1836J* The engraver, Mr. Stott, of Boston, substi- 
tuted a female for the male figure intended by the ordinance, appar- 
ently without authority from any one. The seal of a city should be 
characteristic and unique, so that it could not fitly be borne by any 
other city ; for it is an enduring link between the past and the future. 
It should bear upon its face an epitome of the city's history. The 
seal of Salem seems to meet the conditions of an historic work. It 
fitly typifies and commemorates that commercial enterprise that dur- 
ing the first half of this century gave Salem a peculiar distinction 
among the cities of the earth, and carried the fame of her merchants, 
as well as the flng of the country, into unknown seas.* 

Mayors. — A brief notice of the men who have been assigned the 
position of mayor and of president of the lower branch of the dty 
government will be of interest, as indicating the character of the 
municipal government of Salem. 

Leverett Saltonstall was the first mayor, serving from May 9, 1886, 
to Dec. 5, 1838, when he resigned to take the seat in Congress to 
which he had been elected, and where he served until 1848. He was 
bom in Haverhill, June 18, 1788, and graduated at Harvard in 180S. 
He was a member of both branches of the State Legislature, and Pres- 
ident of the Senate in 1831. Harvard conferred upon him the d^^ree 
of LL. D. in 1838. He was an active member of the Americaa 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, and of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. He was a distinguished lawyer, a graceful and pleasing 
orator, and a man universally respected and beloved. He died May 
8, 1845. 

Stephen C. Phillips was mayor from I>ee. 8, 1888, to 184S. He was 
bom in Salem, Nov. 4, 1801, and graduated at Harvard in 1819. 
From 1824 to 1829 he was a representative to the General Court ; in 
1830^1, a member of the State Senate ; and 1832-88, again in the 
House. He was a representative to Congress from 1834 to 1888* and 
in 1848 and 1849 Free SoO candidate for governor. Mr. Phillips wa0 
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deeply interested in the cause of education, and on his retirement from 
the office of mayor he gave the whole of his salary to the city for the 
benefit of the public schools. He was lost by the burning of the 
steamer ** Montreal" on the St. Lawrence Kiver, June 26, 1857. 

Stephen P. Webb served as mayor in 1842, '43, and '44, and again in 
1860, '61, and*62. He was bom in Salem^ Jklarch 20, 1804, and 
graduated at Harvard in 1824. He was mayor of San Francisco for 
one year from the autumn of 1854, which was during the stirring 
times of the vigilance committee. He was city clerk in Salem from 
1863 to 1871. 

Joseph S. Cabot was mayor four years, in 1845-46-47 and '48. He 
was bom in Salem, Oct. 8, 1796, and died June 29, 1874. In 1829 
he was chosen president of the Asiatic Bank, and continued in that 
office till his death, with brief intervals, when he was bank commis- 
sioner. He was greatly interested in horticulture, and was president 
of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. He was also president of 
the Salem Savings Bank, and of the Hairmony Grove Cemetery Cor- 
poration. 

Nathaniel Silsbee, Jr., was mayor four }*ears, — in 1849-50, and 
again in 1858-59. He was bom in Salem, Dec. 28, 1804, and gradu- 
ated at Harvard in 1824. He was for many years Treasurer of Har- 
vard College. 

David Pingree served as mayor in 1851. He was bom in George- 
town, in 1795, and died in Salem, March 31, 1863. He was a promi- 
nent merchant, president of the Naumkeag Bank from its organization 
in 1831 ; and president of the Naumkeag Cotton Company from its 
establishment till hb death. ^ 

Charles W. Upham was mayor in 1852. Bora in St. John, N. 
B., May 4, 1802, he graduated at Harvard in 1821. He was set- 
tled over the First Church in Salem from 1824 to 1844. He was a 
member of the thirty-third Congress 1853-55, and a representative to 
the General Court in 1849, 1859, and 1860 ; a member of the State 
JSeoate in 1850, 1857, and 1858, — the last two years being president 
that body. Mr. Upham is quite celebrated as an author,— the 
History of Salem Witchcraft," and "Ufe of Timothy Pickering* being 
his most recent productions. He was at various times editor 
the * Christian Begi^r* and ** Christian Beview."* His death oo- 
June 15, 1875. 
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Asahcl Huntington served as mayor in 1858. He was bom la 
Topsficid, July 23, 1798, and graduated at Yale in 1819. He wae 
county and district attorney, appointed first in 1880. In 1845 he re- 
signed as district attorney ; but in 1847 he was again elected to that 
office, and served till 1851, when he was appointed clerk of the courts 
for Essex County, which office he held till his death. He was twice m 
representative to the General Court, and was president of the Essex 
Institute. He was greatly interested in the cause of temperance. He 
died Sept. 5, 1870. 

Joseph Andrews served as mayor in 1854-55. He was bom in 
Sniem Dec. 10, 1808, and died in Boston Feb. 8, 1869. He was 
cnptnin of the Salem Light Infantry and brigadier-general of the State 
militia, which position he held in 1861, at the opening of the Bel^ellion. 
He commanded at Fort Warren, in Boston harbor, and had charge 
of the State troops sent to that station prior to their departure for 
the scat of war, and until it ceased to be used for that purpose. He 
was a bank official. 

William S. Messervy was mayor in 1856-57. He was bom in 
Salem Aug. 26, 1812. Appointed as territorial faecretary of New 
Mexico in 1853, he was at one time the acting-governor. 

Stephen G. Wheatland served as mayor in 1863-64. He was bom 
in Newton, Aug. 11, 1M24, and graduated at Harvard in 1844. He 
served as representative to the General Court for several years» and 
is a lawyer by profession. 

Joseph B. F. Osgood was mayor in 1865. He was bom in Salem 
July 1, 1823, and graduated at Harvard in 1846. He has served in 
both branches of the State Legislature, and is the present judge of the 
first district court or Essex County, having been appointed on the 
establishment of the court in 1874. 

David Roberts served as mayor in 1866-67, resigning on aoooont 
of a disagreement with his board of aldermen, Sept. 26» 1867. He 
is a lawyer, has served in the lower branch of the State Legblatnre, 
and is tlie author of a book on Admiralty Law and Practice. He 
bom in Hamilton, April 5, 1804. 

William Cogswell was elected mayor, Sept. 26, 1867, on the 
ignation of Mayor Roberts, and served in 1868-69, and again in 
187.V74. He was bom in Bradford, Aug. 23, 1838, and graduated 
at the Ebirvard Law School. He entered the War of the Rebellion ae 
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captain in the 2d Mass. Regiment, and rose to the rank of breret 
brigadier-general. He was with Sherman during his memorable 
march through Georgia. In 1870-71 he was a represcntatire to the 
Greneral Court. A lawyer by profession, he now holds the office of 
State inspector of fish. 

Nathaniel Brown was mayor in 1870-71. He was bom in Salem, 
March 18, 1827, and was a captain in the merchant service for many 
years. He b president of the Salem Marine Society, and delirered 
the address on the centennial anniyersaiy of the incorporation of that 
society in 1871. 

Samuel Galley served as mayor in 1872. He was bom in Salem, 
April 13, 1821, and is by trade a house-painter. He served as repre* 
sentative in the General Court in 1870 and 1871. 

Henry L. Williams served as mayor in 187^76. He was bom in 
Salem, July 23, 1815. He is president of the National Exchange 
Bank, and of the Salem Five Cent Savings Bank, and was for a long 
time a director of the Eastern Railroad. 

Henr}' K. Oliver was mayor in 1877, '78, and '79. He was bom in 
Beverly, Nov. 24, 1800, and graduated at Harvard in 1818. He was 
adjutant-general from 1844 to 1848, and was State treasurer during the 
war, from 1861 to 1866. He has been interested ill the labor question, 
and was chief of the State bureau of labor for several years. He 
served as mayor of Lawrence in 1859, and as agent of the State 
board of education in 1858 and *59. At the l^hiladelphia exhibition 
in 1876, ho was one of the judges of musical instmments. He was 
a member of the first common council of Salem. Mr. Oliver was 
a teacher by profession, and taught many years in Salem, being the 
first teacher of the English High School. He was afterwards agent of 
the Atlantic Cotton Mills at Lawrence. 

Presidents of the Common Council. — John Glen King was presi- 
dent of the common council in 1836-37. He was born in Salem, 
March 19, 1787, and died July 26, 1857. He graduated at Harvard in 
1807, and was one of that corps of scholars who gave the t3rpe and 
character to the Essex bar. He was a member of both branches of 
the State Legislature, and one of the founders of the Essex Historical 
Society. 

Richard S. Rogers was president in 1838. He was bom in 1790, 
and was an active merchant in the firm of N. L. Rogers & Bros., who 
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were pioneen in the United SUtes of the Zannher end New Hollmnd 
tnules. For many yean« down to 1842, they were engaged in foreign 
commerce with the East Indies, and were among the most diatingoished 
merdianta of Salon. He died at Salem, Jnne 11, 1878. 

John Bussell was president in 18S9-40-41. He was bom in Boston 
in 1779, and was an apprentice in the oflke of the **Colambian Oenti- 
nel.* He serred as colonel of the Salem Artillery Regiment ; was 
president of the Salem Charitable Mechanic Association, a reprosenta- 
tiTc to the General Court, and cashier and president of the Bank of 
General Interest. He died in Salem, April 12, 1858. 

Joshua H. Ward was president in 1842-43-44. He resigned Sept. 
2, 1844, on his appointment as judge of the court of common pleas. 
He was bom in Salem, July 8, 18U8, and ^graduated at Harvard in 
1829. He was the youngest judge upon the bench, being only thirty- 
six at the time of hb appointment. He left a lucrative practice to 
take the seat, and won tiie respect and esteem of all who had occasion 
to attend the courts. He served repeatedly in the lower brandi of 
the State Legislature, and died at Salem, June 5, 1848. 

David Putnam was chosen president on the resignation of Judge 
Ward, Sept. 5, 1844, and served during the remainder of the year. 
He was bom in Dan vers, in 1780, was a dr}'-goods merchant, and 
brigadier-general in the State militia. He died in Salem, May 15, 
1866. 

Joseph G. Sprague was president in 1845-46-47. He was bom in 
Dan vers in 1786, and was for twenty years the cashier of the Naum- 
keag Bank. He died Dee. 1, 1852. 

Jonathan C. Perkins was president in 1848. He was bom at 
Ipswich, Nov. 21, 1809, and graduated at Amherst College in 1882. 
He was State senator in 1849, and was appointed a justice of the court 
of common pleas in 1848, which position he held till the abolition of 
the court in 1859. For several years he was the city solicitor. He 
was one of the trustees of Amherst College. He edited and annotated 
several valuable legal works. His death occurred at Salem, Deo. 12, 
1877. 

Benjamin Wheatland was president in 1849-50-51. He was bom 
in Salem, May 27, 1801, and graduated at Harvard in 1819. He was 
agent of the Newmarket Manufttcturing Company for many years» and 
died in Salem, Dec. 28, 1854. 
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John Whipple was president in 1852-58. He was bom in Hamil- 
ton, and died Aug. 6, 1876, at the age of serenty-five years. He was 
a manufacturer of furniture, and represented Salem in the lower 
branch of the Legiskture. 

Daniel Potter was president in 1854-55. He was born in Ipswich, 
March 24, 1800, and was by trade a blacksmith. He has been a repre- 
sentative to the General Court, and for many years a deputy sheriff for 
Essex County, having served continuously In the latter office since 
1855. 

John AVebster was president in 1856. He was bom in Salem, Sept. 
10, 1804, and was in early years a master mariner, making voyages to 
Zanzibar and other ports. He is now treasurer of the Newmarket 
Manufacturing Company. 

William C. Endicott was president in 1857. He was bora in Salem, 
Nov. 19, 1826, and graduated at Harvard in 1847. He was appointed 
one of the justices of the supreme judicial court in 1873, and b now 
upon the bench. He was for several years the city solicitor. He 
tikes an active interest in science and literature, and is the present 
president of the Peabody Academy of Science. 

Stephen B. Ives was president in 1858. He was bora in Salem, April 
12, 1801, and was a bookseller and publbher. He has served in the 
lower branch of the Legislature, and has always taken an active part 
10 municipal aflidrs. 

Henry L. Williams was president in 1859, and mayor during the 
years 1875-76. 

James H. Battb was president in 1860. He was bora in Salem, Deo. 
10, 1819, and is a manufacturer of cigars. He has been storekeeper 
at the Salem custom-house. 

Stephen O. Wheatland was president in 1861-62, and mayor dur- 
ing the years 186S-64. 

SVilliam 6. Cboate was president io 1868-64. Ho was bom in 
Salem, Aug. 80, 1880, and graduated at Harvard in 1852. He was 
assistant attorney-general of Massachusetts. He has practised law 
in New York City since 1865, and was appointed Judge of the United 
States Court for the Southern District of New York in 1878. 

Gilbert L. Streeter was president in 1865, and again in 1870-71-72. 
He was bom in Salem April 80, 1828, and is the editor of the Salem 
"Obeerver,* and an officer in the First National Bank. 
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Charles S. Osgood was president io 1866-67-68 and '69. He was 
born in Salem March 13, 1839. He served in the board of aldermen 
two years, and in the common council seven years. Ho was deputy 
collector of the port of Salem from 1864 to 1873 ; and represented 
Salem in the Massachusetts House of BcpresentaUves for six years, 
from 1874 to 1879, inclusive. 

William M. Hill was president from 1873 to Jan. 14, 1875, when 
he resigned to accept the position of city marshal, which office he 
held until 1877, when he was appointed on the State Detective Force. 
He was bom in Salem Aug. 16, 1831, and is by trade a currier. 

George W. Williams was chosen president on the resignation of Mr. 
Hill, Jan. 14, 1875, and held the position during the remainder of the 
year. He was bom in Salem, Oct. 2, 1839. 

George H. Hill was president in 1876. Hie was bora in Salem 
July 14, 1842, and is in the drag business. 

Arthur L. Huntington was president in 1877-78. He was bora in 
Salem Aug. 12, 1848, and graduated at Harvard in 1870. He is m 
member of the Essex bar. 

William A. Hill was president in 1879. He was bora in Marble- 
head, June, 28, 1840, and is in the leather busiuesa. 

Such is a brief history of the men who have been prominent in the 
government of Salem since its organization as a city. It includes the 
names of many who have attained great eminence in their different 
walks in life, and the name of no one appears there who has not 
striven to increase the prosperity and add to the material welfare <^ 
the city. 

The years from the adoption of the city charter to the opening 
of the War of the Rebellion in 1861 were ^iet and uneventful 
years in the history of Salem. During that period the commerdal 
prosperity of the city, already declining, continoed to decrease, and 
her ships engaged in foreign commerce were mostly entered and cleared 
at the great commercial cities. The opening of the Eastera Bailroed 
to Boston Aug. 27, 1838, and the increased fiidlitiee for travel, have 
tended to concentrate business at the great centres of trade, and 
Salem no longer holds her place as one of the principal dties engaged 
in foreign commerce. Other avenues of bosine« have been openedt 
however, which will be noticed more at length in a snoceeding 
diapter* 
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Salem in (he Civil War. — We have seen in the preceding chapter 
that, during the War of the Revolution* the people of Salem, in town- 
meeting assembled, declared themselves ready to support the cause 
of freedom with ** their lives and fortunes," and that upon her soil the 
first blood of that contest was shed. AVhen, nearly a century later, 
civil war hung like a black and angry cloud over the nation, and 
threatened to rend it asunder, Salem again took a prominent and 
honorable part in defence of the national honor and life. The 
complete history of Salem in the civil war would contain a record of 
the movements of every regiment, battalion, and unattached company 
from Massachusetts, and a description of the cruises of many of the 
war vessels of the government. On the 16th of January, 1861, Gov. 
John A. Andrew issued the order which caused the non-combatants to 
leave the ranks of our militia oiganizations and their places to be filled 
by those who were willing to enter upon active service in defence of 
the eountiy. 

The Salem Light Infantry, on Monday evening, April 9, 1861, gave 
an exhibition drill and ball at Mechanic Hall, at which Gov. Andrew 
was present. At the close of the drill, he addressed the company, 
expressing the pleasure he had derived from witnessing the brilliant 
and beautiful exhibition. He closed by saying that he hoped there 
would be no occasion for their services in the field ; but, if duty called, 
he had no doubt that they would promptly rally to the defence of the 
starxy flag, under which their fathers had marched to battle. The 
governor did not realize that the catastrophe he dreaded was so near 
mt hand. Within the week, on the morning of Friday, April 12, Fort 
Sumter was fired on, and the loyal men in the North sprang to arms. 
On the 15th of April, President Lincoln issued a proclamation calling 
for 75,000 men to march to the defence of the country ; and on 
Thursday, the 18th of April, but little more than a week from the 
evening of the ball, the brave men who danced there to the soft and 
melodious music of the waltz, followed the stirring and martial strains 
of the band, to defend with their lives, if need be, the inault to the 
national flag that floated from the battlements of Sumter. 

The Salem Light Infantry, Capt. Peverenx, was the flrst company 
to leave Salem ; but the Mechanic Light Infiintry, Capt. Pierson, and 
tbe City Guards, Capt. Danforth, were not fiur behind, — both those 
companies leaving Salem on Saturday morning, April 20. Eight 
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diiyB after tho first gun opened on Fort Sumter, three full Goni{mnies 
hod left Salem for tho scene of action. The Salem Light Infantry, 
called also the Salem Zouaves, formed part of the 8th Regiment; 
and on their departure from Boston, Got, Andrew closed his address 
to them as follows : "Mr. Commander, — Go forth with the blessing 
of your country and the confidence of your fellow-citizens. Under 
the blessing of God, in a good and holy cause, with stout hearts and 
stalwart anns, go forth to victory. On your shields be returned, or 
bring them with you. You are the advance-guard of Massachusetts 
soldiers. As such, I bid you God-speed and farewell.** 

The city council met on Friday evening, April 19th, and appropri- 
ated $15,000 **for the benefit of those of our fellow citizens who have 
so promptly and so nobly responded to the call of their country,** and 
the private citizens did all in their power to encourage and assist 
them. 

The noble record of the three months* volunteers, who so promptly 
olieyed the orders issued by Gov. Andrew in April, their valuable 
services rendered on land and water, the rcscne of tho frigate ** Con- 
stitution,'* the brave dec<1s of the men of the 5th Regiment at Bull Ran, 
the ssilvfttion to the Union of the city of Baltimore; in all these 
historic events Salem volunteers bore an honorable part, and acquired 
in their short career an experience which fitted them for efficient 
service in the regiments which they found forming on their return. 
Out of the ranks of tho Salem Light Infantr}', known sometimes as 
the Salem Zouaves, twenty-six officers were commissioned. 

When tho call came for a response from tho light batteries of the 
State, the old Salem Artillery, under Capt. Charles Manning, was one 
of the first in the field, with tho title of the 4th Light Battery. Iq 
the heavy artillery regiments assigned to tho defence of our border 
cities, but transformed later into infantry regiments, the city was so 
well represented that the First Heavy Artillery alone contained bo- 
twecn two and three hundred Salem men. When Gen. Banks made 
his successful retreat down tho Shenandoah Valley, the 2d Massacbo- 
setts Infantry performed the arduous and res|x>nsible duties of i^ar 
guard, and Company C of Salem, under command of Oapt. William 
Cogswell, received especial mention for brave and meritorious con- 
duct. This regiment was present at Antietam, at Gettysboij;, at 
Averysborough, and on the march from Atlanta to the sea. In the bniTe 
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Irish regiment, the 9th Massnchasetts, the city woe ably represented 
by a full company, under Capt. Edward Fitzgerald, and they partici- 
pated in the memorable battles of the Army of the Potomac. 

Capt. Arthur F. Devereux, when he returned from the three months' 
campaign, accepted the position of lieutenant-colonel in the 19th 
Itlassachusetts Regiment. A large number of the officers of this regi- 
ment were Salem men, and a full company, recruited by Capt. Charles 
U. Deyereux, was afterwards connected therewith. This command 
performed good service on the Peninsula, on the Potomac, and at An- 
tietam, Gettysburg, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsyille, and before 
Richmond. Capt. John F. Devereux recruited a company from this 
▼icinity and joined the 11th Massachusetts Regiment. The organiz»> 
tion of the 2dd Regiment included two Salem companies : Company 
A, under Capt. E. A. P. Brewster; and Company F, under Ckpt. 
Oeorge M. Whipple. In this regiment were more than two hundred 
men connected with this city, and it participated in the battles of New- 
bem, Kingston, and Ooldsborough, and saw active service in front of 
Petersburg. In the 40th Regiment there were twelve commissioned 
officers and forty-eight enlisted men from Salem. The colored regi- 
ments, the 54th and 55th Massachusetts, which performed such valiant 
service at Fort Wagner and the surrounding islands, contained Salem 
men in their ranks. 

In the nine months* regiments, Salem furnished one full company, 
under command of Capt. Greorge Wheatland, Jr., to the 48th, and one, 
under Capt. George D. Putnam, to the 50th Regiment. These r^^ 
ments saw service in Louisiana and before Port Hudson. The Salem 
Cadets, under Maj. J. L. Marks, from whoso ranks the three yearsT 
troops had drawn very freely, enlisted for 100 days, and were assigned 
to garrison duty in Eloston harbor. The 13th Unattached Company, 
Capt. Robert W. Reeves, was stationed at New Bedford. The 1st 
Company of Shaqishooters, under Capt. John Saunders, and the Sd 
Company, under Capt. Lewis H. Wentworth, performed their es- 
pecial work in a manner to reflect credit upon themselves and the city. 

In the navy, the first enlistment was in April, 1861, and, between 
that date and the close of the war, nearly four hundred men represented 
Salem in the different squadrons and flotillas. We find them with 
DupQut, with Fartagnt, with Porter, on the ** Eearsaige,"* and on tlie 
sinking ^Cnmberlaod.* 
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In the early days of the war there were two fanoraU in Salem, 
which first brought home a full realization of the horrors of war. Bri|r« 
Gren. Frederick W. Lander was bom in Salem, Doe. 17, 1822. Eb 
was a successful engineer and surveyor, and a valuable employee of 
the government. On the breaking out of the war he offered his ecfw 
vices to Gen. Scott, and was appointed in July, 1861, a brigadier- 
general of volunteers. He distinguished himself at RalFs Bluff, where 
he w«ns wounded, and March 2, 1862, he died of congestive fever, «g> 
gravated by hb wounds. His funeral took place in Salem, March 8th, 
in the presence of a large assemblage of mourners. 

Lieut. Col. Henry Merritt, of the 23d Massachusetts Regiment, 
was killed at the battle of Newbem, March 14, 1862. He was m 
brave and faithful officer, and his funeral occurring on Friday, March 
21st, so soon after that of Gen. Lander, caused a general feeling of 
sadness in the community. 

More than three thousand men entered the service from this city, 
and more than two hundred were killed. Fifty shared the suffering 
endured in the rebel prisons, and hundreds bear to-day the scars of 
honorable wounds. Such is briefly the record of Salem in the dvil 
war, and it is a record of which she may be justly proud. 

The members of the Salem High School Association have placed a 
marble tablet on the wall of their school-room, bearing the names of 
those scholars who entered the service of their country. Salem has 
as yet erected no monument or memorial hall to perpetuate the mem- 
ories of her gallant sons ; but their surviving comrades of the Grand 
Army, on each returning spring, strew flowers on their graves as m 
token that they are still held in affectionate remembrance. 

Grand Army Post. — With the close of the civil war, there sprang 
up, all over the country, organizations composed of the soldiers and 
sailors who had been honorably discharged from the service of the 
country, and known as the Grand Army of the Republic. Salem has 
one of the largest Posts in the State. It is numbered 34, named the 
Phil. H. Sheridan, and was chartered Nov. 15, 1867, its charter 
members bemg George H. Pierson, George A. Fisher, George IL 
Whipple, Robert W. Reeves, E. H. Fletcher, John P. TQton, Jdm 
R. Lakemon, E. A. Hialen, and John P. Reynolds. Its oommanden 
have been in the order named as follows : Geoige H. Pierson, Jdm 
R. Lakeman, Charles H. Chase, James G. Bovey, Gilman A. Andrews, 
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John W. Hart, J. Frank Dnlton, Willinm H. Eastnuin, and Cliarles J. 
Sadler, the latter commanding in 1878. Its present membership is 
314; but it has reached the number of 525, which is believed to be 
the lai^cst number ever attained by any Post in the State. It has 
furnished two members of the national staff, one member of the 
council of administration, one de^iartment commander, one member 
of the department council of administration, and three members of 
the de^Kirtment staff. It has raised and disbursed over $20,000 in 
charity. In 1874, Congress, by enactment, recognized this Post by 
a donation of four rebel cannon and thirty-six cannon-balls, which 
will, undoubtedly, be used to ornament the large and beautiful burial- 
lot given to the Post by the city, in the cemetery on Ome Street. 
The discriminating and conscientious disbursement of its charity fiind, 
and its scrupulous observance of Memorial Day, early won for the 
Post the confidence of the Salem community, which it still fully enjoys. 

Memorial Hall and Public Library. — ^There is as yet no memorial 
erected in Salem to the memor}' of her brave sons who died in the 
late civil war, but the failure to agree upon the particular form the 
memorial should assume seems to be the principal reason for the 
delay. The common council, in 1869, passed an order to a second 
reading appropriating $28,000 for a soldicn* monument ; but the order 
fiiiled of a final passage, many thinking that a memorial hall was the 
best form of testimonial. 

In 1873 it was again discussed by the city council on a proposition 
to establish a memorial hall in connection with a free public library. 
A petition was received from R. S. Rantoul and othera, asking for the 
establishment of a public library, which was referred to a committee 
consisting of Aldermen Oliver P. Sicker and William A. Brooks, and 
G>uncilmen Charles S. Osgood, George W. Williams, and John H. 
Conway. This committee gave public hearings, which were fully 
attended, and, on July 14th, a minority of the committee, Messrs. 
Osgood and Williams, reported in favor of making a proposition to 
the Salem Athenieum, Essex Institute, and Peabody Academy of Sci- 
ence, for the free use of their collections of books ; the city agreeing 
to erect a fire-proof building in the rear of Plummer Hall, suitable 
for containing a memorial hall, to provide for the proper care and 
custody of the books, and keep the same forever as a free publio 
Ubnuy. The societies named were inclined to consider the propoutioii 
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faronblj, but a majority of tbo committco reported io favor of refer- 
ring it to the next city govenimeat, which report was acceiited by tha 
city council, and no further action haa as yet been taken regard- 
ing it. 

City Water- irori:^.— The greatest public enterprise that Salem has 
ever engaged in was the introduction of water from AVenham Lake, 
and, before giving a history of it, it may bo interesting to briefly 
notice the private companies tliat have, to a greater or less d<^ree« 
supplied the city with water. From the settlement of the town 
until 1796, there is no record of any public association of citizens 
for the purpose of securing a supply of water. But in that year 
there was an otganization of citizens ** for the purjiose of supplying 
the inhabitants generally of Salem and Danvers with pure spring 
water." On the dOth of December, 1796, a meeting was held at tha 
Suu Tavern, with Jacob Ashton chairman, which appointed a com- 
mittee of three to ** procure an act of incorporation and to purchase 
the necessary logs, contract for l>oriug the same, and do such other 
acts as were necessary to forward the business." This was the begin- 
ning of the Salem Aqueduct Company. 

An Act of incorporation was obtained by the Salem and Danvera 
Aqueduct Company, March 9, 1797. The company oiganized April 
7th, and William Gray, Jr., was president. In 1798, the corporatioii 
built a reservoir on Gallows Ilill, ten feet deep, and about twenty- 
four feet square. In the spring of 1799, the corporation began to 
supply water from the present sources of the aqueduct to the inhabi- 
tants. Their operations were at first primitive and simple, oont^isting 
of a large-size fish hogshead for a fountain and a sapling of three-inch 
bore for the main pipe. A new fountain was built in 1802. In 1804 
the three-inch bore gave out, and logs were substituted with a bore of 
five inches. The estimated cost was at least $20,000. In June, 1814« 
complaints began to be made of a failure of water, and, in 1816, the 
proprietors voted to discontinue all branches leading to manufiictoriea, 
distilleries, stables, and similar establishments. In 1817, the corpo- 
ration purchased a piece of land on Sewall Street, on which a reaer- 
voir of 22,000 gallons capacity was subsequently erected. In 1884» 
a charter was obtained for a new aqueduct company, but the old oom- 
pany voted to reduce its water rates, and the plan of buOding a. new 
aqueduct was abandoned. In 1884, a six-inch iron pipe — the first 
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used by this company — was laid down in Essex Street from North to 
Newbuiy Street. In 1839, a new main, without brandiesi was laid 
from the fountain to the reservoir at Oallows Hill. 

In November, 1839, this new main was extended from Gallows 
Hill to the main iron pipe, near Summer Street. In 1849, an iron 
pipe was laid through Union Street to the Naumkeag Infills, which 
were authorized to draw water during the night. In May, 1850, 
leave was granted to lay a log to Spring Pond, and in 1851 a twelve- 
inch iron pipe was laid from the fountain to the head of Federal 
Street. A new reservoir was also built, capable of holding 652,000 
gallons, and the company gradually laid iron pipes in the place of the 
wooden logs. Everything now went smootiily till 1858, when the 
tanners and curriers demanded a larger supply of water. They laid 
their complaints before the city government, and a conference was 
had with the aqueduct company. The effect of this complaint was 
the laying of an additional six-inch iron pipe from Federal through 
Boston and Essex streets to Summer, and the twelve-inch main was 
extended into Spring Pond. Complaints still continued of a short 
supply of water, and, in 1865, a connection was made with Brown's 
Pond, a sixteen-inch main was laid from the fountain to the head of 
Federal Street, and great expense was incurred in building dams. 
These last ex^ienses were incurred with the hope of deterring the city 
from building a system of city water works, but the supply was still 
insulEcient, and the construction of the works to take water from 
Wenham Lake was vigorously pushed forward. 

The histoiy of this company shows how immensely the requirements 
of our city have increased in seventy years. Starting with a fish 
hogshead and saplings of three-inch bore in 1799, it had in 1865 
absorbed the whole of Spring and Brown's ponds, and the aqueduct 
fountain, with a capacity of 600,000 gallons per day, and still the 
supply was inadequate to the demand. This company is now confined 
almost entirely to supplying the town of Peabody. 

Salem Water'Works. — The first action of the city council upon 
the subject of a water supply was in July, 1858, when a committee 
was appointed to confer with the aqueduct company in regard to an 
increased supply. The result of this conference was the laying of 
an additional main by the aqueduct company. In 1863, the condition 
of our water supply became such that the dtisens again invoked the 
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aid of tho city govcrnmcnty and, on the 12th of Octol>cr« John Ber- 
tram and ninety-three others petitioned the city council **to take the 
necessary measures to procure from the Legishiture power to estab- 
lish city water works,** which petition was referred to a committee 
consisting of Aldermen Geoige B. Oiapman and Frauds W. nckman,. 
and Councilmen Bufus B. Gifford, Gilbert L. Strecter, and diaries 
Lamson. On their report, the mayor was requested to petition the 
Legislature to grant to the city such powers as will enable it to con- 
yey a sufficient supply of pure water for domestic and manufacturing 
purposes from Humphrey's, Brown's, and Spring ponds, and the springs 
in the land of the Salem and Danvers Aqueduct Company. 

On the 23d of November, the city C4)uncil chose in conyention 
Stephen H. Phillii)s, James B. Curwen, and James Upton a com* 
mittee, with authority to collect evidence, showing the necessity of m 
larger supply of water, and present the s;ime to the Legislature. This 
committee examined the diflercnt sources of water supply, and oa 
their suggestion a supplementary petition was jiresented to the Legis- 
lature, asking that Wenham Lake be included in the sources of supply 
for the city water-works. This petition was presented to the Leg- 
blature, and on the 29th of February, 1864, a hearing was had. 
This hearing was veiy protracted. The city was represented before 
the committee by Bobert S. Bantoul, Esq., and the petition met 
with sharp opposition from the Aqueduct Company and others. 
An Act was approved, however. May 13, 1864, which provided that 
the city may take water either from Wenham Ltike, or from Brown's 
and Spring ponds, and that the city council shall make careful inves- 
tigation as to the sources mentioned, and determine by joint ballot, st 
least fourteen days before the first Monday of December, 1864, from 
which source the city will take the water, in the event of the accept- 
ance of the Act by the citizens ; the Act to be void, unless accepted 
by a majority of the voters, at a meeting to be held on the first Monday 
of December, 1864. 

The committee of citixens reported to the city eonndl May S8, 
1864, and a committee of the city council, consisting of AldermeD 
John AVebster, Peter Silver, and Nathaniel O. Symonds, and Cooncil- 
men Bichard C. Manning, John C. Osgood, James F. Almy, Thomas 
Quinn, Bufus B. Giflbrd, sod Charles 8. Osgood were appointed to 
investigate the sources of supply, and report therecm to the oilj 
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council. This coiuniittce examined both sources thoroughly and care- 
fully, and on the 11th of November re|M>rted, recommending **tbat 
the city council decide to take Wenliam Lake as the source of sup- 
ply." On the 14th of November their report was accepted, and in 
joint convention it was decided by a vote of twenty-two to five to 
eelcct Wenham Lake as the source of supply. On the fifth day of 
December next following, the citizens voted to accept the Act of May 
13, 1864, by a vote of 1,623 yeas to 151 nays. 

On the 22d of ^lay, 1865, the city council passed an ordinance, 
providing ** for the choice of three water commissioners, who shall, 
under the direction of the city council, commence the work of con- 
struction," and Stephen H. Phillips, James B. Curwen, and James 
Upton were chosen ; but Messrs. Curwen and Upton declining, on 
the 26th of June, Franklin T. Sanborn and Peter Silver were elected 
in their stead. The board met in July, and ^h. Phillips was chosen 
chairman. James Slade was appointed engineer ; Charles H. Swan 
assistant engineer; and Daniel H. Johnson, Jr., clerk. 

The commissioners were in fiivor of proceeding at once with the 
construction of the works, and asked the city council to place $40,000 
at their disposal. A disagreement now arose between the water com- 
missioners and the city government, the former contending that they 
were authorized to proceed at once with the work, and bind the city for 
all expenses incurred ; and Maj-or J. B. P. Osgood taking the ground, 
in a communication sent by him to the city council, Sept. 11, 1865, thai 
no money could be escpended except that raised by a sale of the water- 
loan bonds, and stating that he had refused to sign the warrants to 
enable the conunissioners to draw money from the city treasury. 
About this time two petitions were received by the city council, 
asking for delay in the construction of the water- works, and one asking 
that they be completed forthwith. These petitions were referred to a 
committee, before whom numerous public hearings took place ; and 
Oct. 22, 1865, they made a lengthy report, signed by Abner C. 
Goodell, Jr., Charles 8. Osgood, James F. Almy, and Thomas 
Kicbols, Jr., favoring no unnecessaiy delay in the construction of the 
works. Alderman Chapman submitted a minority report, with an 
order directing the commissioners to suspend all work until the city 
council shall instruct them to commence. Both reports were widely 
circiilated through the city. 
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Tbo season of 1865 was vciy dry. Tbo disagrooment botween the 
wator commissioners and Mayor Osgood* and the consequent delay in 
pushing forward the work* caused much uneasiness among the citizens ; 
and prior to the municipal election of Jan. 1» 1866» public meetings 
were held, pamphlets were issued, and the matter was earnestly and 
warmly discussed. At the election it was tlie main issue before the 
people, and a city government favoring no delay was chosen hy a 
large majority. 

The new city government oiganized Jan. 22, I860 ; and the Hon. 
David Roberts was qualified as mayor, and Charles S. Osgood, Esq., 
was elected president of the common council. Mayor Roberts, in 
his address, said that **tho project so emphatically endorsed should, 
with all reasonable despatch, l>e pushed to its final completion." An 
ordinance establishing the Salem water loan, and authorizing its issue, 
was passed Feb. 12. On the same day, the commissioners advertised 
for projiosals for the construction of a reservoir on C3iipman*s Hill in 
Beverly ; and on April 17, the proiH>sal of Messrs. Collins & Boyle 
was accepted. On the 18th of May, work was commenced on the 
reservoir. 

Caleb Foote and others petitioned the supreme court for an injuno- 
tion, restraining the city from constructing works to cost over $500,000, 
and from payment of interest in coin. Their petition was dated May 
30, 1866, and a hearing had June 16, on which day Judge Gray de- 
clined to issue an injunction. The matter was then carried before the 
full court, who, ajflcr hearing arguments, dismissed the petition, and 
decided that the city was not restricted by the Act to an expenditure 
of $500,000, and that the payment of the interest in coin was not 
Ulegal. On the 5th of July, the commissioners notified the city 
council that they had decided to purchase a WorUiington pumping- 
engiuo for the sum of $40,000. One of the commissioners, Mr. 
Stephen H. Phillips, resigned July 9, and Mr. WiUard P. Phillipe 
was elected to fill the vacancy. The proposal of Messrs. J. W. ft J. 
F. Starr to furnish 6,000 feet of thirty-inch aud 25,000 feet of twenty- 
inch iron pipe was accepted Oct. 8. On April 15, 1867, the proposal 
of Boyuton Brothers for building a pipe bridge and S3rphon at Bass 
River was accepted. Elarly in May, the laying of the supply-main 
was commenced ; and in July every portion of the work beyond the 
limits of the city was under contract. The total expenditure to July 1 
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had been $213,176.85. During the month of October the twenty- 
indi supply-main had been laid from the reeerroir to Beverly Bridge* 
tnd from there nearly to the junction of Boston and Federal streets. 
Upon the 4th of November four of the iron pipes, furnished by the 
Messrs. Starr, were found to be defident in wei^t, and the laying of 
pipe was at once discontinued. This resulted in a lawsuit, in whidi 
the city was successful in recovering damages against the Messrs* 
Starr. On Nov. 18, the syphon was lowered into place by the Messrs. 
Low of Boston. Up to Jan. 1, 1868, the total amount expended was 
H45,736.86. 

In consequence of the great cost of the works, the amount being 
largely in excess of the estimates, there was another contest at the 
municipal election in January, 1868 ; but the friends of the water 
project again triumphed, although by a comparatively snmll majority. 
On the dd of Febmaiy, 1868, the commissioners contracted with 
George H. Norman, of Newport, R. I., to furnish and lay the iron 
and cement distribution-pipes, and to set hydrants and gates ; and on 
April 15 he commenced laying them. The Legislature, by an Act 
approved March 19, 1868, provided for a further loan of $500,000« 
making the whole amount of the water loan $1,000,000. 

On the 12th of October, Mr. Norman commenced putting in service- 
pipes, and on the dlst of the same month he had laid in the streets of 
the city 127,000 feet of distribution-pipe, and set 196 hydrants and 
228 gates. On Tuesday, November 24, the force-main was completed. 
The pumping-en^ne was put in order, and on November 25, at mid- 
night, the pumping began, and at four o'clock on Thanksgiving morn- 
ing, November 26, there was a foot of water in the reservoir. On the 
afternoon of November 29, water was let into the supply-main, and 
the section extending to the Gloucester Branch Railroad crossing 
was filled and tested, and November 30, the supply-main and 
syphon at the river were filled, and the first water from Wcnham 
Lake reached Salem. On Wednesday, December 2, the filling ot 
the distribution-pipes in the city was commenced, and on Christmas 
morning the water was let into the service-pipes, and the houses of 
the citizens were supplied. The total expenditures to Dec 31, 1868, 
were $919,771.94. 

On the first day of January, 1869, the city government made an 
inspection and examination of the works at Wenham, and after return- 
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ing to the city hall the hydrants were tested, and seven of thenit all 
in sight from the comer of Washington and Essex streets, were 
opened ; and to each of the seven, six lines of hose were attached, so 
that forty-two streams were playing at once, and the trial was entirely 
satisfactory. During 1869, the reserroir was sodded, fences were 
built, and the works completed,and on the 19th of November, 1869, Mr. 
W. P. Phillips, chairman of the water commissioners, formally trans- 
ferred the charge of the Salem Water-Works to the aty conndl, and 
delivered an address upon the occasion, from which most of the fore- 
going facts and figures are taken. The amount expended up to the 
date of transfer was about $1,060,000« 

Wenham Lake, the source of supply, is situated partly in Beverly 
and partly in Wenham, and has an area of 820 acres. Its extreme 
depth is fifty-three feet, and its dbtance from the city hall by the 
pipe line is four and six-tenths miles. Its capacity Is from two to 
three million gallons per day, and its level thirty-one feet above mean 
high tide. The reservoir, situated on Chipman's Hill, Beverly, b four 
hundred feet square, and has a capacity of twenty million gallons, and 
when filled the surface of the water is one hundred and forty-two feet 
above mean high tide. The supply-main can deliver five million gal- 
lons in twenty-four hours, and retain a head of eighty-ei^t feet, or 
three million gallons, with a head of one hundred and twenty4wo feet. 
At first merely nominal rates were established for the use of water, 
but in 1873 regular water-rates were prescribed. In 1877, the num- 
ber of Wenham water-takers was 6,895, and water was supplied to 
sixty-seven tanning and currying, besides numerous other m ann fa ct- 
uring, establbhments. The receipts from water-rates in 1877 were 
>35,646. 

The history of the introduction of Wenham water has been recited 
somewhat at length, because it is the most extensive and important 
work that the city ever accomplished. The plan at the outset met 
with determined opposition from a portion of the dtizens, and the 
municipal elections, when the water question was at issue, were hot^ 
contested. The project has now stood the test of time. It is ten 
years since the water from Wenham Lake first flowed through the 
streets of Salem, and to-day those most bitterly opposed to the plan 
in the beginning are willing to acknowledge the benefit derived flx>m 
the copious and bountiful supply of pure water which Salem now 
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enjoys. The works are substantially built, and will compare favorably 
with any in the country. 

The Fire Department. — The introduction of Wenham water worked 
an entire revolution in the methods employed for extinguishing fires. 
The fire department previous to this time had consisted of three 
steam fire-engines and five hand-engineSy and there were between four 
and five hundred members of the department; now there are two 
Steamers, six hose-carriages, and one hook-and-ladder carriage, with 
a total force of less than two hundred men, and no city is better pro- 
tected or less liable to extensive fires. The first fire-engine used in 
Salem was bought by Richard Derby and others, March 20, 1749, 
and in the olden time most householders hung in the entries of their 
houses a number of leather buckets, to be ready to render prompt 
assistance in case of fire. 

Great Fires. — Salem has suffered at different intervals from severe 
fires, the first of importance occurring Oct. 6, 1774, when the Bev. 
Dr. Whitaker's meeting-house, the custom-house, eight dwellings, and 
fourteen stores were burned. The town-house caught, but was saved. 
An aged lady was burnt to death in one of the houses. At four 
o^clock, on the morning of Aug. 22, 1816, a fire broke out on the 
comer of Liberty and Water (now Derby) streets, and sixteen buUd- 
ings. were burned and three badly damaged. No vexy destructive fire 
occurred again until Dec. 18, 1844, when, shortly before eleven o'clock 
at night, a fire was discovered which destroyed twenty buildings, 
indnding Concert Hall, seven being on Front, four on Lafayette, and 
nme on Fish (now Derby) streets. The loss was $100,000, the largest 
loes by fire that ever occurred in Salem. At one o'clock, on the 
morning of June 8, 1859, a fire broke out in the stable of the Mansion 
Hoose, on Essex Street, and fourteen horses and the hostler, I. L« 
Hatch, perished in the flames. Twelve or fifteen buildings, including 
the llansion House, were destroyed, the total loss being $68,400. The 
Fhmklin Building was consumed by fire, Oct. 21, 1860. Tlie loss was 
$80,000, the insurance having expired the day previous to the fire. 
Tlie last great fire occurred on May 14, 1866, when the Lynde Block, 
OB Essex Street, and eight or nine other buildings, were destroyedt 
the total loss being about $70,000. 

Ciiy OffidaU. — Since the adoption of a Atj charter, there have 
been but three city clerks. Joseph doutman served from 1886 to 
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1862; Stephen P. Webb from 1863 to November, 1871, when he 
resigned and Henry M. Meek, the present dty clerk, wu chosen in 
his stead. 

There have been five city treasurers : Jonathan Hodges in 1836 ; 
Joseph Felt from 1837 to August, 1853, when he resigned and Henry 
B. Smith was elected to fill the vacancy. Mr. Smith served until 
1859. Charles E. Symonds served from 1859 to March, 1865, when 
he resigned and Henry J. Cross, the present city treasarerj was 
elected in his place. 

The only city official who has served continuously since the organi- 
zation of the city is the present city messenger, William Mansfield* 
He was appointed constable and town messenger March 12, 1821, 
and has been in the employ of the town and city ever since ; having 
received his appointment as city messenger in 1836. 

Police Department. — With the goveniment of a city or town there 
must always be connected a police de^xirtment. John Woodbury 
was appointed constable at Salem in 1630, and, in early years, the 
inhabitants watched by turns. A contract was made, Nov. 10, 1676, 
with Arthur Hughes ^ to be bellmnn and to walk the streets from ten 
o'clock until day-break and to give notice of the time of night and 
what weather according to custom." About 1817, the custom of call- 
ing the hour and weather was al>andoned. In 1666, the meeting- 
house was used for a watch-house, and afterwards a building, used for 
that purpose, stood in the middle of Washington Street, about as far 
north as the north end of the Steams Building. It had a soldier in 
full uniform on the top of it. In 1725, it received a coat of paint, — a 
rare covering for those days. The bellman just mentioned, not only 
acted as a watchman, but it was his duty, by an order made in 1673, 
to ring the bell at five o'clock In the morning, and nine o'clock in the 
evening, **as an admonition to improve the light of day and keep good 
hours at night." After 1774, the bells of the North and East churdies 
were rung at one and nine o'clock, p. u. The present police foroe 
consists of a marshal, assbtant-marshal, captain, seigeant, and thirty- 
eight men. 

Pciice Court. — ^The Salem Police Court was established June 28, 
1831, and the Hon. Elisha Mack was appointed justice, which ofiioe 
he resigned four or five years afterwards, and was succeeded by the 
Hon. Joseph G. Waters, who held the ofiice until the abolition df the 



78 Sketch of Salem. 



court in 1874» at which time the First District Court of Essex County 
was created, and the Hon. J. B. F. Osgood wai appointed justice. 
The new court includes in its jurisdiction, Salem, Danrers, BeTcrly, 
Hamilton, Middleton, Topsfield, and Wenham, and its sessions are 
held in the Flint Building on Washington Street. 

Papulation. — Salem has gradually increased in population since the 
first settlement of the town. In 1688, there were about 900 inhabi- 
tanU ; in 1776, 5,837 ; in 1800, 9,457 ; in 1810, 12,617 ; in 1820, 
12,781 ; in 1830, 18,886 ; in 1840, 15,082 ; in 1850, 20,264 ; in 
1860, 22,252 ; in 1870, 24,117 ; and in 1875, 25,958. By the census 
of 1875, the yaluation of Salem was $26,812,272, of which $11,988,627 
was personal estate. 
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CHAPTBB V. 

BISTORT OF THE FORMATION OF THE CHUBCHS8 OF 8ALEM. 

• • 

The preceding chapters have briefly sketched the history of Salenit 
under its town and city government. It is the purpose of this chap- 
ter to give, as succinctly as possible, an account of the formation of 
the dificrent churches, the history of some of them being a part of the 
history not only of Salem, but of the State and country. 

27ie First Congregational Society of Salem dates its oi^nization 
from the year 1629, and was the first Protestant church organized in 
America. There had previously been meetings for religious worship, 
but no attempt to form a regularly constituted church-organization. 
On the 20th of July, 1629, Samuel Skelton was chosen pastor, and 
Francis Higginson teacher. On the 6th of the following August, 
which day was observed as a day of fasting and prayer, they were 
duly ordained in their respective offices. Got. Bradford, of Plym- 
outh, and some others, ** coming by sea were hindered by cross 
winds that they could not be there at the beginning of the day, bat 
they came into the assembly afterward and gave them the right hand 
of fellowship wishing all prosperity and a blessed success unto such 
good beginnings.* 

The original covenant of the church is as follows : ** We covenant 
with the Lord, and one with another and do bind ourselves in the 
presence of God to walk together in all his ways, aooording as he is 
pleased to reveal himself unto us in his blessed word of truth.* 

The original meeting-house, a small, single-story structure, stood 
on a portion of the site now occupied by the present church edifice, 
on the south-eastern comer of Washington and Essex streets. There 
is a tradition that the exact location of this building was on tiie oor- 
ner of the lot at the opening of Higginson Square. The original 
building was erected in 1634. In 1639, it was enlarged by the addi- 
tion of a second structure. The original building was discovered 
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aome ycnrs since on the premiecs of DaTid Nichols, in the rear of the 
tanneries under the brow of Witch Hill» throngfa the actiTe agency of 
the hite Francb Pcabody. It is stilted that it had been used at one 
time as an inn on the old ** Boston Road."* The subject was iuTesti- 
gated by the Essex Institute, and all doubts as to its being the original 
church were subsequently removed. The original meeting-house was 
twenty feet long, seventeen wide* and twelve feet in the height of its 
posts. It consisted of a single room, with a gallery over the door. 
The frame of the church was carefully removed to the rear of 
Plummer Hall, and covered in, where it is preserved as an inter- 
esting relic. 

The Rev. Francis Higginson was bom in England in 1587. He 
was educated at Jesus College, Cambridge, and received his first de- 
gree in 1609. He was settled over one of the parish churches in 
Leicester, where he proved a very popular preacher. It is said of 
him, that ^ He was a good scholar, of a sweet and afiable behavionrt 
and having a charming voice, was one of the most acceptable and 
popular preachers of the country.'' He was ejected from his living, 
and forbidden to preach in England, on his adoption of the doctrines 
of the Xon-Conformists. He was well qualified to be a chief agent in 
the great enterprise for which he was sought ; and, though his career 
was brief in the New World, he accomplished his work, and lived to 
secure the foundation of his church. He died Aug. 6, 1630, exactly 
one year after his ordination. 

The Rev. Samuel Skclton, the first pastor, was bom in England in 
1584, and was educated at Clare Hall, Cambridge, taking his first 
degree in 1611. He survived his colleague about four years. He 
died Aug. 2, 1684. He received a grant of land at the **New Mills,* 
near the ** Orchard Farm," which was at one time known as "'Skel- 
ton's Neck," and is now comprised in Danversporl. 

The Rev. Roger Williams was first settled as Mr. Skelton's col- 
league or * teacher," upon the death of Mr. Higginson. He was bora 
in Wales, in 1599, and was educated at Oxford. He was a thorough 
Non-Conformist. He landed at Boston in Februaiy, 1681. He ao- 
cepted an invitation extended to him by the Salem church to beeome 
its teacher, and was settled on the 12th of April, 1681. Hu settle- 
ment was so strongly opposed by the govemor and magistrates that 
he was induced to leave Salem before the close of the summert and 
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to becoDM the assUtant of Mr. Rnlpb Smith, at Plymouth. In 168S 
he retained to Salem and again liecame the asitistant of Mr. Skelton. 
After the latter'a death he was sole minister of the ehurdi» ontil 
NoTem1)cr, 1635, when the renewed opposition of the magistrates 
drove him from Salem into exile, and he went forth into the wilder- 
ness to found the future State of Rhode Island upon the hasis of eiTil 
and religious freedom. He died in that Colony in April, 1683. The 
eause of his offending was the divulging of obnoxious opinions, de- 
claring that the ministers of Boston had conformed in a sinful di^groe 
to the English church, and ought to declare their repentance, and that 
the royal patent could give them no title to lauds without a purchase 
from the natives ; that the civil power could not rightly punish breaches 
of the Sabbath, nor in any way interfere with the rights of conscience. 

The Rev. Hugh Peters was the successor of Mr. Williams. He 
was lK>m at Fowey, in Cornwall, iu 1599, and received the degree of 
A. M. from Trinity College, Cimbridge, in 1622. He was afterwards 
lecturer at St. Sepulchre's, in London. In 1629, when Laud com- 
menced his persecutions of the Puritans, he went to Holland, and was 
pastor of an independent church at Rotterdam. He came to thie 
country from Holland, arriving Oct. 6, 1635. He was settled dver 
the First Church in Salem, Dee. 21, 1636. He speedily took % 
prominent part in the town affairs, aiding in reforming the |H)lioet 
stimulating industry and encouraging the spirit of improvement. 
During his administration as pastor, a water-mill was erected, also 
a glass-house and salt-works. The planting of hemp was com* 
meneed and a market was established. Commerce received earnest 
attention. The pastor planned the mode of conducting the fishing 
business, the coasting and the foreign voyages, and the building of 
vessels. One of three hundred tons was undertaken under his influence* 
Mr. John Fisk, of King's College, Cambridge, assisted him in the 
ministry. Mr. Peters returned to England in 1641 to represent the 
Colony upon the matter of excise and trade. He was in high favor 
with Cromwell, and fell a maKyr to his cause, after the Restoration, 
Oct. 16, 1660. 

The Rev. Edward Norris was born in England in 1579 ; came to 
Salem in 1639, and joined the church in December of that year. He 
was ordained colleague to Mr. Peters, March 18, 1640. After the 
lattei^s departure, he was sole minister until his death, Deo. S8, 1659. 
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The Ber. John Higginson, the sod of FranciSy tras bom tt Clay- 
brook* Englandt on the 6th of August* 1616* and came to New Eng- 
land in 1629* He was educated in the Colony* was chaplain at 
Saybrook from 1636 to 1640* and was located at Guilford and Hart- 
ford* Conn.* at different periods. He left Guilford with the inten- 
tion of returning to England in 1659* but* being driven into Salem by 
stress of weather* he left his ship and accepted an invitation to settle 
over the church there. He was ordained August 29* 1660* and con- 
tinued in the minbtiy until his death* Dec. 9* 1708. During his 
miubtry (July 4* 1667)* the brethren and sisters on the Bass 
Biver side applied for dismission to form a church by themselves. 
Sept* 20* 1667* the new organization was effected* and the Rev. Mr. 
Hale was ordained as their minister. The church at Marblehead was 
formed Aug. 13* 1684* its members having formally withdrawn from 
the mother church the 6th of June previous. Not. 10* 1689* the 
members of the church from Salem Village presented their petition 
for dismission to form a new society. On March 8* 1703* brother 
John Massey was presented with the old worn-out great Church 
Bible* he being considered as the first ** town-bom child.'^ It was 
given to him and delivered to him before the brethren. A new church 
edifice had also been built in the year 1670. 

The Bev. Nicholas Noyes was bom in Newbury* Dec. 22* 1647 ; 
took his degree at Harvard in 1667 ; was ordained teacher of the 
First Church* Nov. 14* 1683 ; and died Dec. 18* 1717. He was 
a fine scholar and able preacher* but was swept away with others 
by the witchcraft delusion. Mr. Noyes was the last ordained teacher 
under the old title. The church at the middle precinct* now Peabody, 
withdrew and was dismissed June 25* 1718. 

The Bev. George Curwin* son of Hon. Jonathan Cunrin, was bom in 
Salem* May 21* 1683 ; graduated at Harvard in 1701 ; was ordained 
pastor and colkMgue* May 19* 1714* and died Nov. 28* 1717. 

The Bev. Samuel Fisk was the grandson of John Fisk* the aBslsfant 
of Hug^ Peters. He was bom in 1689 ; graduated from Harvard in 
1708* and was ordained pastor over the First Church* Oct. 8, 1718. 
On this occasion the assembly met in a new house of worship on ^ 
aame site as the others, lliis latter house was commenced May 21^ 

• Hmmj WM ths flnl tomi-bofB «bnd fhM BtIj^ 
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1718, and was opened for public worship July 13. Tho settlement of 
Mr. YUk eaused another division, and Nov. 14, 1718» tho members 
living in the east part of tho town applied for dismission* which was 
granted Dec. 25, and the company withdrew to form the present East 
Church. 

Nov. 4, 1727, a public meeting was held to take proper observ- 
ance of a terrible earthquake which visited the town on the **LfOrd*8 
day night last, at half an hour after ten," — Octolier 29, 1727. Both 
parishes met on this occasion, and there was a vast assembly. 

Mr. Fisk introduced so many new practices in church management 
difTering from those of his predecessors as to caui^o great disaffection 
and uneasiness in the parish. He refused to call regular church meet* 
ings and held them only when he staj^ed the church after the roligio.is 
exercises. His course finally led to bis expulsion fnim the church and 
pulpit in 1735. He and his followers claimed to constitute the First 
Church after their dismission. Mention is made by tho pastor in 
his records of the house of Joseph Ome, as being **tho dwelling 
house where the First Cliurch met and worshipped God for several 
LonVs days after it was (with its Pa:$tor) driven together from the 
public meeting house, on Lord's day, April 27, 1735.* A fieroe 
controversy continued for some time after this event in regard to 
the matter. The church thus formed at Joseph Ome*s, subse- 
quently became the Third Church. Mr. Fisk died in Salem, April 7, 
1770. 

After )Ir. Fisk*s expulsion the memliers remaining in the old 
church proceeded to reorganize. Aug. 5, 1736, the brethren adhering 
to the ancient principles of the church, met at the house of Benjamin 
Lynde and renewed the ancient covenant. Mr. John Sparhawk was 
chosen at this meeting to be the minister. He was bom in September, 
1713; graduated at Harvard in 1731; settled Dec. 8, 1736; died 
April 30, 1755. 

The Rev. Thomas Barnard was bom at Andover, Aug. 16, 1716; 
graduated at Harvard in 1732 ; installed pastor of the First Church 
Sept. 17, 1755 ; died Aug. 5, 1776. The North Church withdrew 
upon the settlement of Mr. Bamard's colleague, the Bev. Asa Dunbar, 
and oiganized July 19, 1772. 

The Rev. Asa Dunbar was bom in Bridgewater, May 26, 1745 ; 
graduated at Harvard in 1767 ; ordained as colleague with the Rev. 
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Thomas Barnard, July 22, 1772 ; resigned April 23, 1779. He died 
in Keene, N. H., June 22, 1787. 

The Rev. John Prince, LL. D., was bom in Boston, July 22, 1751 ; 
graduated from Harvard in 1776 ; ordained pastor of the First Church 
Nov. 10, 1779. In 1817 the church received a legacy of $3,000 from 
Qiarles Henry Orue, which when accumulated to $5,000 was to form 
a permanent fund for the support of the miuister. The church was at 
the same time incorporated as the ** First Congregational Society in 
Salem.'' In February, 1824, a meeting was called to settle a colleague* 
Mr. Henry Colman having preached as a candidate, a number were in 
favor of his settlement, but the majority were opposed, and his sup- 
porters withdrew and formed the Barton Square Church. Dr. Prince 

/ died June 7, 1836. 

^ ' The Rev. Charles W. Upham was ordained as colleague Dec. 8, 1824. 

^ He continued in the pastorate until his resignation, Dec. 8, 1844. 

^ The Rev. Thomas T. Stone was installed as pastor July 12, 1846, 

and his ministry terminated by vote of the church in February, 1852. 
The Rev. George W. Briggs was installed as pastor Jan. 6, 
1853, and continued in the ministry until March, 1867, when he 
resigned to accept a pastorate in CaoAbridge. He was the second 
miuister who came to the church from the ancient church of Plym- 
outh.* 



* These tketcbet of pastors and teachers of the First Chnrch are mainly tnm ''New 
England Congn*gationnlism,*' by Daniel Appleton White. Felt's ''Annala of Salem** 
mentions George Bardet a^ a preacher, 1635-1637 ; John Whiting, 1657-1659. Dr. Beni> 
ley*s " Description and lliiitory of Salem" says that, in 1672, 31r. Charles Kicholet, from 
Virginia, came to Salem and was invited to tarry for a year as an assistant minister. 
Alter two years he was chosen to continue for life, the vote being ** taken in the con- 
gregation and not in the church." The church remonstrated, and in 1675, the Genersl 
Court declared its disapprobation of a rote taken contrary to a law of the Jurisdiction^ 
and the established usages of the church. The pastor objected to Mr. I^icholet, stating 
that in his Judgment the doctrine preached was " inconsistent in terms, the measorss 
imfriendly to peace, and the duty without any mutual assistanoe." Mr. Kicholet 
explained, corrected his expressions, and promised caution, but the animosity could 
not be removed. A new me«ting-house was built ** on the northern part of the Com- 
mon.** [Although Dr. Bentley says " the northern part of the Common," it b definitely 
aettled by the town records tliat the location of this meeting-house was not ikr from 
the present north-eastern gate of the Common. The building of this church seema to 
Indicate a desire on the part of people living in the eastern portion of the town in 
Ibrm a new aodety, which they did later. See " East Church."] Mr. Kicholet aaw no 
p tn ap eet of peace, and " after many fiueweU aermona," in 1676^ departed from 
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The RcT. James T. Ilcwes succeeded Dr. Briggs In 1868» remain- 
ing with the society till 1875. The present pastor is the Rev. Fielder 
IsnicI, who was installed March 9, 1877. 

The society will observe its two hundred and fiftieth anniversary in 
August, 1879. 

Tlte Friends Society. -^Thcrc were Quaker services as early as 
1G57. They were first held in private houses. In 1688 Thomas 
Maule built the first Friends meeting-house, which stood on the south 
side of Essex Street, next cast of the late Rev. Dr. Emerson's dwell- 
ing-house. This was sold to Maule for £25 in 1716, the Friends 
having built another meeting-house on Essex Street, on a part of 
the site of the Quaker bur} ing-ground. The Quakers now worship 
in a brick church on Pine Street, built in 1832. This sect has no 
settled ministry, their ministers, like Paul in his day, working with 
their hands, or pursuing some lawful occu^Mition, to provide for 
their own sup|K>rt and that of their families. Women, as well as 
men, are acknowledged as ministers. Among the ministers acknowl- 
edged and recorded as such, from time to time, by the Salem 
monthly meeting of Friends (comprising the meetings of Salem and 
L}im), are the names of )Iicaj:ih Collins, I^Iary Newhall, Moses H. 
Bedee, Avis Keene, Elizabeth Breed, Jane I^Iansfield, Benjamin H. 
Jones, 'William O. Newhall, Abigail Bedee, Sophronia Page, Heniy 
Chase, ILinnah Ilozior, Lydia Dean, Mary Chase, Daniel Page, Ruth 
Page. Three of these, Micajah Collins, Closes II. Bedee, and Sophro- 
nia Pago (all now deceased) travelled voxy extensively in the 
ministr}', attending meetings of the society, and preaching publicly 
otherwise, through New England and at the South and West. 

TTie East Churdi.— On Nov. 14, 1718, the brethren and sisters 
residing in the eastern part of the town applied to be released from their 
covenant obligations in the First Church, that they might oiganixe a 
church of their own, and settle the Bcv. Robert Stanton as their pas- 
tor. This is the first mention on the records of any desire on their part 
to leave the parent chnrch, but prior to this time steps had been Udcen 
to establish a new church organization, and a new house had been bailt. 
This house was raised Aug. 27, 1717, and was opened for publio 
worship in May, 1718. For a long period before this, eflTorts had 
been made for a separation, but the First CSiurch opposed it. The 
old records tell ns, that for a long time before the new dmrch was 
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built, those meoiberi of tho old society residing in this eastern dis- 
trict had neglected to attend the meetings at the First Church on the 
Lord^s Day, and some of them had pretended to be members of the 
Church of England in Marblehead, and had made a practice of going 
back and forth in boats ^ across our harbor, until it appeared more 
like a day of frolicking than the Lord*s day." The new church stood 
on ^ Gra(ton*s Lane," upon what is now the comer of Ilardy and 
Essex streets. This house was used for public worship until the 
erection of the present edifice, which was dedicated Jan. 1, 1846. 
The Bev. Samuel Wigglesworth preached at the first opening of the 
church, in May, 1718. There continued to be trouble between the 
people and the First Church about a separation, and an appeal waa 
made to the General Court. Dec. 25, 1718, the First Church finally 
voted the desired dismission, and on the 8th of April, 1719, the KeT. 
Bobert Stanton was ordained as pastor of the new church, the third 
within the present limits of Salem, which from its location was known 
as the East Church. The Bev. Cotton Mather, of Boston, preached 
the ordination sermon on this occasion. The first pastor was ordained 
April 8, 1719, and died May 3, 1727, in his thirty-ninth year. Wil- 
liam Jennison, his successor, graduated at Harvard in 1724 ; ordained 
over the East Church May 22, 1728; resigned in Septcml)er, 1736; 
and died April 1, 1750. James Dimau was bom Nov. 29, 1707 ; 
ordained over the East Church May 11, 1737 ; and died the 8th of 
Oct., 1788. lie was a native of Long Island, graduated at Harvard 
in 1730, and was librarian of the University from 1735 to 1737. 
William Bentley, the famous divine of 1812, was bom June 22, 1759. 
He was ordained over the East Church, as colleague to the Bev. Mr. 
Diman, Sept. 24, 1783, and continued in the ministry until his death, 
in Salem, Dec. 29, 1819. He graduated at Harvard in 1777, and 
was tutor at the University for three years. He took an active part 
in the politics of the day, and was editor for several years of the 
"Essex Begister.^ He was the author of an historical sketch of 
Salem. He took strong Arminian grounds, and under his lead the 
church became practically Unitarian in 1785, and was one of the first 
churches in America to adopt that faith. In the war of 1812, on one 
occasion, when the frigate ** Constitution'' was chased into ]^Iarble- 
head by British frigates, this patriotic pastor locked up his church, 
and at the bead of his people, in full ministerial garb, hastened to 
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l^Inrblchcad to aid in the dcfenco of the town and frigate. Dr. 
Bentley died in December, 1819, and Edward Everett preached hb 
funeral discourse. James Flint was bom in Reading, Dec. 10, 
1779; graduated at IIar\ard in 1802; and w:is installed over the 
East Church Sept. 19, 1821. A colleague pastor, the Rev. Dexter 
Oapp, was settled in 1851. Dr. Flint continued as associate |)astor 
till his death, ilarch 4, 1855. During Mr. Flint's pastorate the old 
church was abandoned, and the present freestone edifice was erected 
on Brown Street, opposite Newbury. It was dedicated Jan. 1, 1846. 
Dexter Clapp was bom July 15, 1816; installed Dec. 17, 1851, and 
resigned in Febmary, 1864, on account of ill-health. Samuel C. 
Beane was bom Dec. 19, 1835 ; installed, Jan. 1, 1865 ; resigned, 
Dec. 8, 1877. George XL Ilosmer, of East Bridgcwater, accepted 
the invitation to Ixscome the pastor of the East Church, Nov. 17, 1878, 
and was installed Jan. 2, 1879. 

St. Petei^s Church was erected on "Prison Lane** in 1733, on 
land given by Philip English and his connections, and was opened for 
worship Juno 25, 1734. It was the fourth church in Salem. The first 
Episcopal preacher was the Rev. John Lyford, who came with Conant 
in 1626. At the end of a year he accepted an invitation to preach 
in Virginia. There were Episcopal services, from time to time, after 
Lyford*s departure, but no movement to form a church oi^nization 
until 1733. The Rev. Cliarles Brockwell was the first rector of St. 
Peter's Church. He was a graduate at Cambridge, Eng., and entered 
on his duties Oct. 8, 1738. lie resigned in 1746, and died April 20, 
1755, aged fifty-nine. Mr. Brockwell was succeeded by the Rev. Wil- 
liam ^IcGilchrist. He was bom 1703 ; was settled in 1747 ; and died 
April 19, 1780. lie was obliged to susiiend his ministerial functions 
in 1777, because the Legislature passed a law prohibiting the reading 
of the Episcopal service, uudcr a penalty of £100 and one yeai^a 
imprisonment. He resumed his duties as rector shortly before his 
death. The church was in a very dilapidated condition, from the 
depredations of its violent and angry opponents. The Rev. Robert 
B. Nichols was chosen an assistant to ^Ir. McGilchrist, and was paid 
by subscription. The Rev. Nathaniel Fisher followed, and next came 
the Rev. Thomas Carlile, a famous divine of his day. He wss bom 
at Providence, R. I., in 1792; was a graduate of Brown UmTsrsity 
in 1809 ; became rector of St. Peter's Church in 1817 ; resigned Oet 
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6, 1822 ; and died March 28» 1824. The rectors sucoeeding Mr. 
Oirliley in the order of their minidtry, have been the Revs. Heniy 
W. Ducachety Thomas W. Coit, Alexander Y. Griswold, John A. 
Vaughnu, Giarlcs Mason, AVilliam R. Babcock, George Leeds, Wil- 
liam Rawlins Fickman, James O. Scripture, E. M. Gushee, and 
Charles Arey. The present Gothic stone structure iras erected in 
1833. A \i'iIlow-tree in the angle of the church, at the comer of St. 
Pctcr*s and Brown streets, has grown from a slip from the tree over 
the grave of Napoleon at St. Helena. 

The Tabemade ChutxJi resulted from a division of sentiment among 
the members of the First Church. In 1735, the Rev. Samael Fisk 
was pastor of the First Church. On the 27th of April of that year^ 
according to a record kept by himself, he and his supporters, or, as 
he states it, ** the First Church," were driven from the public meet- 
ing-house by their opponents, and were obliged to hold their aervioes 
in the dwelling-house of Joseph Orne. Mr. Fisk claims that he car- 
ried the majority of the church with him, and that they were of right 
the First Church ; and there followed a long aud bitter controversy 
between the two parties. Mr. Fisk carried the church book, contain- 
ing the records with him, and continued to use it in the new diurdi« 
refusing to give it up to those who stayed behind. It was not 
until 1811 that the book was recovered from the heirs of Mr. Fisk* 
Dr. Bentley says, ** Mr. Fisk was dismissed from the first Chnrdi in 
1735, and accepted a new house provided by his friends in the same 
street, westward on the north side of the street.** The late Samuel 
M. Worcester states, that ** for twenty years, the present Tabemade 
Church alone was called the First Church.** The minority of the First 
Church, by the aid of a Council and the Legislature, dismissed Mr* 
Fisk, the pastor, on the 18th of April (O. S.), 1735. Having held 
together and hired preaching for about a year, they were duly oigan- 
ized as a church in 1736, under the style of ** the Churdi and Furish 
of the Confederate Society in Salem.** More briefly, they were called 
the "* Confederate Church,** while their brethren, who had been sepa- 
rated from them, were called by others " the First Church ot Christ 
in Salem.** The records of the First Church show that Mr. Fbk 
departed from the ancient usages and customs, and introduced many 
innovations whidi caused the separation. The present Tabenuids 
Church was the result of this separation, and in 176S surrendered the 
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title of First Church. The new society took the name of the " Third 
Church of Christ in Salem.** The designation of Tabernacle formally 
appears in the church records of 1786. The new house was built in 
1735, according to Bentley, on the same street, a little " farther to the 
westward, on the north side of the street.** It stood for nearly forty 
years, until burned down on the night of the 6th of October, 1774. 
The ancient site of this meeting-house was probably that of the prca* 
ent ''King*' Building. 

The Rev. Mr. Fisk became the pastor in 1735, and so continued 
until 1744. The Rev. Dudley Lcavitt, his successor, was ordained 
Oct. 23, 1745, and died Feb. 7, 1762. The Rev. John Huntington 
was ordained Sept. 28, 1763, and died May 30, 1766. The Rct. 
Nathaniel ^Tllituker, D. D., the fourth pastor, was installed July 28, 
1769. Previous to his installation, the church unanimously voted, to 
adopt ''his plan of Church government,** which was Presbyterian. 
The government of the church was by an eldership or session, of 
which the pastor was moderator, and member ex officio. April 27, 
1772, some forty or fifty families, being offended, withdrew to form a 
new church. 

On Nov. 27, 1773, a majority of the church requested the |)astor to 
join with them in applying to the Boston Presbytery, ''to take the 
Church under their watch and care.** This action was taken in accord- 
ance with the conditions of Dr. Whitaker^s settlement. The church 
was accordingly received in May, 1774. The church voted, Feb. 11, 
1784, to reassume the congregational mode of church government. 
The relation with Dr. Whitaker was dissolved Feb. 26, 1784. Dr. 
Whitaker was endowed with great energy and determination. He 
was the first to introduce Presbyterian doctrines in Salem, and in so 
doing encountered great opposition. His ministry was not altogether 
harmonious. His congregation, although agreeing to become Fke»- 
byterian, in 1769, was not formally so until June, 1774. Upon the 
destruction of tl^ first meeting-house, the doctor at once set about 
the construction of a tabernacle in the form of a tent, a rectangular 
parallelogram, and pyramidal in roof, — on the model of Whitefield** 
Church in London. The society was much crippled by the with- 
drawal in 1772. Of the £536 subscribed for the new house, £288 
came from abroad. The house was raised in 1776, and opened for 
publie worship in 1777. It was not finished at thia time. The hovM 
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stood in a large field, in a somewhat unsettled neighborhood, on abont 
the present site. From the time of the burning of the first house, 
Dr. Whitaker had no fixed salaiy. Collections were taken ever}' Sun- 
day for his sup|M>rt. He was an ardent patriot through the ReTolu- 
tion, but he became ver}' unpopular with his congregation, and the 
feeling against him continued to grow stronger, until it culminated in 
his dismission in 1784. He died Jan. 21, 1795. 

The Rev. Joshua Spauldiug was ordained Oct 26, 1785, and was 
dismiitsed April 23, 1802. During his ministry, the church, built by 
Dr. Whitaker, was greatly improved. It was not until 1794, twenty 
years after it was undertaken, that this house was decently and toler- 
ably fini:»hed. In 1804, the dome and belfry were carried away entire 
in a gale, and landed in an adjoining garden. A steeple was raised 
in 1805, at the front of the church, and in its improved form the 
church remained until demolished, March 9, 1854. Chief amoug the 
many associations hovering around this old tabernacle, is the fact that 
it was the cradle of the Massachusetts Missionary Society and of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. It was in 
this church, Feb. 6, 1812, that the first foreign missionaries to India 
were ordained. Hie Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D., was bom in 
Hollis, N. H., Nov. 1, 1770, and died June 7, 1821. He graduated 
at Dartmouth, 1795, and was installed as pastor of the Tabernacle 
Church April 20, 1803, after a five years' ministry in Fitchburg. 
The Rev. Elias Cornelius was settled as his associate July 21, 1819. 
The Rev. Mr. Cornelius was dismissed Sept. 29, 1826. The Rev. 
John P. Geaveland, D. D., was ordained Feb. 14, 1827 ; dismissed 
April 23, 1834. The Rev. Samuel M. Worcester, D. D., installed 
Dec. 3, 1834, was bom at Fitchburg, Sept. 4, 1801 ; graduated at 
Harvard in 1822 ; studied at Andover Theological School, and was 
assistant teacher at Phillips Academy in Latin and Greek ; professor 
of rhetoric and oratory at Amherst College from 1828 to 1834 ; pas- 
tor of the Tabernacle Church for a quarter of a century, until Dec. 
8, 1859. He represented the town of Amherst in the General Court ; 
was a member of the State Senate, and a representative from Salem 
in 1866. He died at Salem Aug. 16, 1866. Dr. Worcester was a 
man of remarkable talents, and an able preacher. The present church 
edifice was erected in 1854, during Dr. Worcester's pastorate. The 
ooraer-stone was laid April 26th, and the building was dedicated 
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December 8d of that year. The BeT. Charles Bay Palmer was 
ordained Aug. 29* 1860t aod was dismissed June 18» 1878. The 
Rev. Hiram B. Putnam was installed Dec. 81, 1873, and was dis- 
missed March 15, 1877. The Bev. DeWitt Scoville Clark is the pres- 
ent pastor. He accepted the call to the pastorate Nov. 17, 1878, and 
was installed Jan. 15, 1879. 

The North Churcfi is the sixth religious society in point of age in 
Salcm. Its first proprietors, on account of a division among the mem- 
bers of the First Parish in regard to the settlement of a colleague pas- 
tor in 1770, se^iarated from that parish, and on the 14th of February, 
1772, purchased land for a church-site on the comer of North and 
Lynde streets. This estate is now occupied by the Hon. Otis P. 
Lord. This separation was harmonious, and the relations between 
the churches continued to be of the most friendly character. There 
were fortj'-two associates in the purchase, and John Nutting, who 
sold them the land, was the forty-third proprietor. March 3d, fol- 
lowing, the proprietors of this land met at the town hall, and organ- 
ized the society known as ** The Proprietors of the North Meeting 
House," popularly called ** the North Society," William Browne, Ed- 
ward Augustus Holyoke, Joseph Blancy, Samuel Curwen, John Felt* 
Bichard Ward, and Gark Gay ton Pickman were chosen a committee 
to superintend the building of a church. The foundation of the house 
was laid 2Iay 11, 1772, and the building was opened for public wor- 
ship, Aug. 23, 1772. The structure was of wood, with a tower and 
spire, on Lynde Street. In 1796, the spire, being deemed unsafe, 
was taken down, and replaced by a cupola. This house was 
known as ** the large new meeting-house," and was frequently used 
for civic celebrations. It continued to be used as a house of worship 
for sixty-four years, until the erection of the present stone edifice on 
Essex Street. The building passed from the hands of the society in 
1836, and remained standing for many years, being used for manu-* 
faeturing purposes. It was last used as a manufactory of floor oil- 
cloths. 

On the 16th of May, 1772, fifty-two brethren and sbters wef« dis- 
missed from the First Church, at their own request, to form the new soci- 
ety ; and July 19th, this company met at the Pickaum house, opposite St. 
Peter's Street, still standing on Essex Street^ in the rear of the storea 
numbered 167 to 171, and proceeded to eflbct a church organization. 
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Tho covennai of the I^rst Church was adopted as that of the new 
church ; and tweuty to thirty more members were addcd^ prior to the 
ordination of the minister. It was voted, Aug. 20th9 that this should 
be called the North Church. On the same day, Thomas Barnard, Jr.* 
was chosen pastor. Dr. Barnard was ordained Jan. 13, 1773. His 
ministry continued until Oct. 1, 1814, the date of his death, a period 
of nearly forty-two years. Ho was peculiarly fitted for his high call- 
ing. A little more than two years after his ordination, came that 
memorable Sabbath afternoon in February, 1775, when Col. Leslie* 
with a battalion of the British 64th, marched past bis church, through 
Lynde and North streets, on the way to the North Bridge to seize can- 
non supposed to be concealed thereabouts. An account of the stir- 
ring scenes that took place there, and the part performed by Mr. Bar- 
nard, have been recounted in a preceding chapter. Dr. Barnard was 
bom in Newbury, Feb. 5, 1748; graduated from Harvard in 1766; 
studied theology with Dr. Williams of Bradford, and received the de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity from the Universities of Edinburgh and 
Providence, in 1794. His father, an uncle, a gnmdfathcr, and a great- 
grandfather were all ministers. He died suddenly, on the 1st of Octo- 
ber, 1814. Dr. Barnard was a fine scholar. He delivered the Dudleian 
lecture at Cambridge, in 1795 ; and a discourse at Salem, upon the death 
of Washington, in 1799, which was printed ** by desire of the town/ 
John Emery Abbot, Dr. Barnard's successor, was bom at Exeter, 
N. H., Aug. 6, 1793; graduated at Bowdoin in 1810; studied for the 
ministry at Cambridge University, and also with the Rev. W. E. Chan- 
ning ; was ordained pastor of the North Church, April 20, 1815 ; and 
died at Exeter, N. H., on the 7th of October, 1819. He was the son 
of Dr. Benjamin Abbot, for more than half a century the principal of 
Phillips Academy at Exeter. John Brazer, the third pastor, was bora 
at Worcester, Mass., Sept. 21, 1789; graduated from Harvard in 
1813 ; tutor of Greek at Harvard, 1815 to 1817 ; professor of Latin, 
1817 to 1820 ; ordained pastor of the North Church, Nov. 14, 1820 ; 
delivered Dudleian lecture at Harvard in 1836, and received the de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity in the same year; died, Feb. 26, 1846, at 
Huger plantation. Cooper River, near Charleston, S. C. During 
Dr. Brazer^s ministry, tbe present stone churdi was erected. It was 
dedicated June 22, 1836. Octavius B. Frothingliam succeeded Dr. 
Brazer, and waa ordidned March 10, 1847. He resigned April 9, 



I* 



■-...A-^:.^— :.v;^-^-^->>..^-^v^>-:.Ai«:»:^^^ >.-A^,^>;^.„^_j..|.„y „-f|. iti-jiiiri -ihiiMiiaKfll 



The Churches. 93 



1855,- to accept a pastorate in Jersey City, N. J. The Bev. Charles 
Lowe was iustalled pastor, Sept. 27, 1855, and resigned July 28, 1857. 
The Rev. Edmund B. Willson, the present pastor, was installed June 
5, 1859. 

Soulli Cliurch. — When the old ** Third Church* meeting-hotiae 
was burned, Oct. 6, 1774, the greater portion of the society, on ae- 
eount of dissatisfaction felt with the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Whitaker, 
purchased the old Assembly House, on Cambridge Street, as their 
place of worship. This society claimed to be the ** Third Church/ 
just as Dr. Whitakei^s church had claimed to be the First Church when 
it left the parent society with the Rev. Samuel Hsk. On Dec. 19, 
1774, it was voted that the new meeting-house should be called the 
** South Meeting House** ; but the name Third Congregational Society 
was retained until the subscribers to the purchase of the Assembly 
House were incorporated as ^ Tlie Proprietors of the New South Sleet* 
ing House in Salem,** March 15, 1805. The corporate name was 
changed to the South Church by an Act passed April 14, 1838. The 
present edifice was erected in 1804, on the present site, adjoining the 
old Assembly House, which stood where the vestry does now. Its 
dimensions were 66 by 80 feet, and it had a spire 166 feet high. Its 
architect was Samuel Mackintire. The first spire was blown over by 
the violent gale of September, 1804, but was replaced by the present 
symmetrical and beautiful piece of architecture. The church 
dedicated Jan. 1, 1805, and was remodelled in 1860. 

The Bev. Daniel Hopkins was the first settled pastor, and 
ordained Nov. 18, 1778. He was bom in Waterbury, Conn., Oct. 16, 
' 1734 ; graduated from Yale College in 1758 ; he came to Salem in 
1766, and preached in the Third Church for a time, after the death of 
Dr. Huntington. In 1775, he became a member of the Provindal 
Congress, which position he accepted at the urgent demands of his 
townsmen, and to the detriment of his private interests. He 
chosen pastor of the South Church, March 15, 1776; but his duties 
Congressman prevented his ordination until Nov. 18, 1778. He 
tinned in the ministry until his death, Deo. 14, 1814. The Ber. 
Brown Emerson was ordained as Dr. Hopkins's colleague, April S4, 
1805. He was bom in Ashby» Mass., Jan. 8, 1778 ; he graduated at 
Dartmouth College in 1802 ; and was licensed to preach in Febmaiy, 
1804, by the Essex North Association. Dr. Emerson celebrated the 
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fiftieth anniFersary of his pastorate in ISdS, and retained his conneo* 
tion with the church until his death, July 25, 1872. The Rev. Israel 
E. Dwinell was ordained as colleague pastor to Dr. Emerson, Not. 
22, 1849. He was bom in East Calais, Vt., Oct. 24, 1820, and grad- 
uated at the University of Vermont, in 1843. He resigned his pas* 
iorate in 1863, and was succeeded by the Rev. E. S. Atwood, the 
present pastor, who was installed Oct. 13, 1864. 

The First Baptist Society was organized in 1804, in a vestry erected 
near the site of the present meeting-house, on Federal Street. The 
church was regularly constituted, Dec. 24, 1804, with sixteen mem- 
bers. The society was incorporated in 1806. A new church was 
dedicated Jan. 1, 1806. It was remodelled in 1868; partially de- 
stroyed by fire, Oct. 31, 1877, and restored and repaired in 1878. 

The Rev. Roger Williams, third pastor of the First Church, from 
1633 to 1636, is claimed as the first Baptist preacher in New Eng- 
land. The first pastor of the First Baptist Church was the Rev. Lucius 
Holies, D.D., who was born Sc*pt. 25, 1779; graduated at Brown 
University in 1801 ; was settled over the First Baptist Church, Jan. 
9, 1805 ; resigned, Aug. 6, 1834 ; died in Boston, Jan. 5, 1844. His 
succcessors, in the order of their pastorates, have been the Revs. Ra- 
fus Bal)cock, John Way land, Thomas D. Anderson, Robert C. Mills, 
D.D., for twenty-five years ; and Geoige E. Merrill, the present pas- 
tor. 

The Howard Street or ^ Branch Church^ as it was originally called* 
was formed Dec. 29, 1803, its members being a number who left 
the Tabernacle Church on account of dissatisfaction felt at the dis- 
missal of the pastor, the Rev. Joshua Spaulding. After uniting with 
the church at Rowley for a time, the disaffected members held services 
in Salem, in Jacob Lord's house. Carpenter Street ; then in a vestry, 
built in 1802, on Baptist Hill, and, in 1804, a meeting-house was built on 
Howard Street, and Mr. Spaulding was installed April 17, 1805. 
On Aug. 23, 1818, the bodies of Capt. James Lawrence and Lieut. 
Augustus C. Ludlow, who had been killed on board the frigate 
* Chesapeake," in her engagement with the ** Sh' ' * were buried 
from this church. Judge Story delivering a eulogy. x.t. Spaulding 
resigned May 4, 1814, left Salem, and moved to South-East, in New 
Tork. He died Sept. 26, 1825. The Rev. Henry Blatchford was 
the next regular pastor, and he was followed by the Rev. Winiam 



■ "^ ■■ ■■■■ ■ " I ■ ■ - ■ - ■ .^ ^Wl^PWW— ^— ■■— IW^—I — ^B 



I%e Churches. 95 



Willinmsy tho Rev. John Todd, the Rev. Geoi^ B. Chcover, the ReT. 
Charles T» Torrcy, the Rer. Joel Mann, the Rev. M. H. Wilder, 
the Rev. E. W. Allen, and the Rev. C. C. Bcaman. The church 
changed from Congregational to Presbyterian, March 25, 1815, and 
was restored to the original faith, June 4, 1828. The church several 
times sufiercd from depressions, and finally, Oct. 2, 1864, its pastor, ' 
Mr. Seaman, resigned, and the society quietly passed into histoiy. 
The church was let for a time to the New Jerusalem Society, and by 
authority of the Legislature, granted by request of the prf>prietor8, 
the church property was sold at auction, June 28, 1867. Tlie pro- 
ceeds of tho sale of the communion plate were divided among those 
members of the church who remained in its fellowship at the time of 
sale. 

Tfie Freewill BqptietSf sometimes called Christians, formed a 
society in Salem, in the year 1806, with the Rev. John Rand as its 
pastor. A meeting-house was erected for this society, on English 
Street, in 1807. In 1819, a second house was erected at the comer of 
Essex and Oirlton streets. In 1828, the third house was built on 
Herbert Street. In 1840, the latter house passed into the hands of 
the Seaman's Society, and the Freewill Baptists became extinct as an 
organization. A portion of them continued with the Free Churdi or 
Campbell wing until 1850. Mr. Rand*s successors in the ministry 
were, the Revs. Abner Jones, Samuel Rand, Moses How, Abner 
Jones, Geoige W. Kelton, William Andrews, William Coe, and 
Christopher Martin. 

J7ie Uhiversalisi Church dates its oiganization from Feb. 5, 1810. 
Universalism was first i»eached in Salem, by the Rev. Samuel Smith, 
in 1804. From this time meetings were held in private houses by 
the leaders of the infant diurch : Ballon, Murray, Turner, Jones, 
and Barnes. The corner-stone of a church edifice was laid August, 
1808, and the building was dedicated June 22, 1809, the Rev. Geoige 
Richards being the preacher of the sermon. The succession of clergy* 
men has been Edward Turner, June, 1809, to June, 1814 ; Hosea 
Ballon, Sept. i'*'' '<to Oct., 1817; Joshua Fhigg, Dec., 1817, to 
March, 1820 ;. ^ ,T%sbd Streeter, June, 1820, to Aug., 1824 ; Seth 
Stetson, June, 1825,^to March, 1828 ; Lemuel Willis, Dec, 1828, to 
May, 1887; Matthew H. Smith, Nov., 1837, to April, 1840; Unm 
8. Everett, May, 1841, to April, 1846 ; Eben Fisher, May, 1847, to 
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Oct., 1853 ; Sumner Ellis, Jan., 1854, to Sept., 1858 ; Willard Spfttild- 
ing, March, 1860, to Dee., 1869 ; Edwin C.BoIles (the present pastor), 
June, 1871. 

The church edifice, of brick, is one of the oldest in the city, the 
South and the First Baptist only exceeding it in age. It has several 
times been remodelled, — in 1840, 1855, and 1878. At the last date, 
as well as in 1857, extensive changes were made in the outside of the 
building or its surroundings, as also in its interior arrangement and 
decoration. Its pews have sittings for one thousand people. Over 
three hundred families are connected with the parish ; and its Sun- 
day school, organized in 1829, numbers nearly six hundred mem- 
bere. 

In this parish was formed, in 1832, the Female Samaritan Society, 
one of the most efficient charities of Salem. During the war, 1861-64, 
this society sent more than two hundred young men to the ranks of 
the United States Army. The church celebrated its fiftieth anniver- 
sary in 1859, and, with the published proceedings of that occasion, 
may be found much historical and biographical material relating to its 
early yean. 

A Jtoman CaOiolie Churcfi was organized in Salem, in 1811. The 
first Boman Oitholic services in Salem were held in 1806, by the Rt. 
Rev. John Cheverus, Bishop of Boston ; and were subsequently held 
in the intervening years, until 1811, by the bishop and Father Matig- 
non. In the latter year, a church was organized in a school-house on 
Hardy Street, by the Rev. Dr. O'Brien, who officiated as its priest 
for two years. From 1813 to 1819, services were held occasionally 
by Matignon and Cheverus. The meetings were of a missionary 
character. The Rev. Paul McQuade was the settled pastor from 
1818 to 1822. During his pastorate, the St. Mary's Catholic Church, 
a wooden edifice, was erected in 1821, at the comer of Mall and 
Bridge streets, on land deeded for the purpose, in 1810, by Simon 
Forrester, an Irishman by birth, and a successful merchant. The 
land was to be used only for Oitholic religions purposes forever. In 
1826, the Rev. John Mahoney was settled as pastor, and from his time 
the succession has been unbroken. In 1842, the church was enlarged, 
and the first Catholic parochial school was taught in this city. In 
1849, the congregation at St. Mary's having greatly increased, the 
SU James Church, on Federal Street, was bnilt, and the * upper 
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parish " organized. St. Mary's Church coniinacd to be occupied until 
18579 when the Church of the Immaculate Conception was erected on 
Walnut Street, and the old edifice abandoned. It remained standing, 
unused, for twenty years longer, when it was torn down, in 1877, as 
unsafe. 

A Methodist Episcopal Churcfi was first organized in Salem, in 
1821. In 1823, the wooden church in Sewall Street (now Wesley 
Chapel) was built by the Rct. Jesse Fillmore, the first pastor. His 
ownership of the property caused dissension in the society, and ita 
early history was stormy and troubled. The Rev. Mr. Fillmore was 
settled in 1822, and remained for a period of ten years, the church 
not then being a member of the General Conference. It did not 
unite with the latter until February, 1835. In March, 1841, a second 
Methodist Society was formed, by a withdrawal from the first; the 
Rev. N. S. Spaulding was its first pastor. A new house of wor- 
ship was erected in Union Street. The second society continued to 
occupy this meeting-house, until 1851, the members of the first 
church gradually joining with it, until the two societies were merged, 
in 1844, and the house in Sewall Street passed into the hands of the 
Second Universalist Society. 

In 1851, a new and larger house was deemed necessary, and the 
present house, at the comer of Lafayette and Harbor streets, was 
dedicated, Jan. 5, 1853. The pastors are changed every three years. 
The present pastor is the Rev. Daniel D. Steele, D. D. 

In 1872, the meeting-house in Sewall Street was repurdiaaed, 
and consecrated as ** Wesley Chapel." It b occupied by *a Methodist 
Socie^, formed by the withdrawal of members from the Lafiiyette 
Street Church. Its first pastor was the Rev. Joshua Gill. The 
present pastor is the Rev. W. H. Meredith. 

The SeamaiCB Society was formed in August, 1828. Its first meet- 
ings were held under the auspices of the Moral Society. It was in- 
tended to furnish a place for religious worship for sailors in port, and 
sea-faring men generally. Eleazer Barnard, settled in 1824, was ila 
first pastor ; he was followed by Beigamin H. Pitman, and Midiael 
Carlton. The society first worshipped on Derby or **Long Wharf.** 
Subsequently the chapel in Herbert Street was purchased from tlie 
Freewill Baptists, and was occupied for nuiny years, until, with tlie 
decline of Salem's oonuneroe, the society gradually diminished, and 
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finally ceased to exist. The chapel it now owned and occupfed by 
the St. Jo8eph*8 French Catholic Charch. 

77ie Independent Congregational Cimrch in Barton Square^ or, as it 
is more generally termed, the Barton Square Unitarian Church, was 
formed in 1824. On the 10th of May in that year, $13,000 was sub- 
scribed to build the house, and to pay the salary of the pastor, the ReT. 
Henry Colman. The comer-stone of the church edifice was laid July 4, 
and in December the dedication ceremonies took place. The socie^ 
was incorporated Jan. 24, 1825, and the Rot. Mr. Colman was in- 
stalled Feb. 16. Mr. Colman*s ministry lasted seven years, when he 
resigned and retired to private life, his health failing him. The Rot. 
J. W. Thompson was pastor of the church from March 7, 1832, to 
March 7, 1859; the Rev. A. M. Haskell from Jan. 1, 1862, to May 
2, 1866 ; the present pastor is the Rev. George Batehelor. The society 
observed its semi-centennial in 1874. Its place of worship has been 
once remodelled ; and refitted in 1877. 

T!ie Central Baptist Churchy formerly called the Second Baptist, 
was organized in 1825. Its first pastor, the Rev. George Leonard, 
was settled August 23, 1826. The church was regularly constituted 
in January of the latter year, with ** eleven brothers and twenty-one 
sisters,** who were dismissed from the First Baptist Church for the 
purpose. In June, 1826, the present meeting-house was dedicated. 
It was remodelled in 1867, and again improved in 1877. Mr. Leon* 
ard's successors have been the Revs. Robert E. Pattison, C<yms P. 
Grosvenor, Joseph Banvard, D. D., Benjamin B. Brierly, William H. 
Eaton, D. D;, Daniel D.Winn, D.D., S. Hartwell Pratt, David Weston, 
D. D., and W. H. H. ilarsh. The church is located at the foot of 
Federal Street, on St. Peter's Street. 

A JIis$ion Cltapd^ for the use of the colored people, was erected in 
1828, on South Street, afterwards Mill Street, and now New Wash- 
ington Street. It stood on the hill between New Washington Street 
and Harbor Street. James P. Lewis was a missionary among tbe 
colored people in 1831. This church was originally known as the 
* Union Bethel Church." February 25, 1839, it was reoiganized* 
under the title of the Wesleyan Methodist Qiurdi, with John N. 
Mars as its pastor. In 1842 it held the name of Zion's Methodist 
Church. Samuel Palmer was its minister in 1845, and it was known 
as tbe Wesleyan Methodist Connection. The society continued, with 
▼■rying fortonet, till about 1861, when it oeated to ezisi. 
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I7ie Orombie Street Cliurch was founded Id 1832, a church oij;aii- 
ization being effected on May 3d of that year. There were 189 mem- 
bers, who withdrew Trom the Howard Street Church in 1831, upon tlie 
resignation of the Rev. William Williams as pastor of that church, 
on account of a difference of views on the slavery question. Ilia 
resignation was prompted by a desire to promote harmony. Those 
who withdrew worshipped under Mr. Williams* at first holding meet- 
ings in Lyceum Hall. In 1832, the old Salem Theatre building, on 
Crombie Street, was purchased, and the Rev. Mr. Williams was 
settled as pastor Novcmlier 22d of that year. Ho was dismissed 
March 1, 1838, and the i)a8tors since that time have been the Rer. 
Alexander J. Sessions, from June 6, 1838 to Aug. 22, 1849 ; the 
Rev. Jnmes M. Hoppin, March 27, 1850, to May, 1859 ; the Rev. 
J. H. Thayer, Dec. 29, 1859, to Feb. 19, 1864; the Rev. Clarendon 
Waite, April 10, 1866, to Nov. 26, 1866 ; and the present pastor, 
the Rev. Hugh Elder, ordained Jan. 29, 1868. 

Tlie Free Church was formed in 1839. In 1837, Campbellite opin- 
ions were embraced by a portion of the Freewill Baptists, which 
caused a division in the society of the latter, and two years later 
resulted in a separation. The new society rejected all creeds, and, 
according to its own phraseology, desired to be called an ^assembly 
of Christians,** and not ** Christ-ians.** A church was formed in 1840, 
with its place of meeting in Masonic Hall, No. 27 Washington Street. 
William W. Eaton was the first settled pastor, in 1843. He was 
succeeded by David O. Gaskill, in 1847. During the bitterns 
pastorate the society ceased to exist, about 1850. 

A Mormon Church was formed Jan. 1, 1842. Ten years previous, 
Joseph Smith, the famous Mormon prophet, came to Salem, with two 
elders, and preached the new dispensation. Erastus Snow and 
another made a second visit in September, 1841. Snow remained as 
a preacher, and organized a church, which, in 1848, had a member- 
ship of one hundred. During this year a number removed to Nauroo, 
then the seat of the Mormon faith in Illinois, and the society was 
dissolved in 1844. 

ITie Second Univerealist Society was organized in 1844, and the 
first public meeting was held in Lyceum Hall, oo May I2th of that 
year, the Rev. Thomas Whittemore supplying the desk. Subee- 
quently , meetings were held for a time in Mechanic Hall ; then in the 
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Sewall Street Church, and finally in Phoenix Hall, Lafayette Street* 
The Rev. Day K. Lee was the first settled pastor. He was succeeded 
by the Revs. Benjamin F. Bowles, S. C. Hewett, and E. W* Reynolds. 
On June 6, 18529 the society voted to discontinue its meetings. 

A Second Advent Church was formed April 18, 1845. On Oct# 
lOy 1842, a camp-meeting had been held, by the disciples of Miller, 
in North Salem. Arrangements were subsequently made for holding 
public worship. The society now worships in Holyoke Hall, Essex 
Street 

Grace Churchy Episcopal, was organized in 1858, by members who 
withdrew from St. Peter's Parish. The present Gothic meeting-house 
was erected in that year, on land adjoining the Brown Emerson 
estate, on Essex, between Monroe and Flint streets. Its rectors 
have been the Rct. George D. Wildes, the Rev. Joseph P. Kidder, 
and the Rev. James P. Franks. 

Jfiew Jerusalem Church. — On July 7, 1794, William Hill, boarding 
in town, strongly maintained the doctrines of Emanuel Swedcnborg. 
Maj. Joseph Hiller is mentioned as one of the first converts to the 
faith in Salem. The first meeting for worship was held in 1840, 
at the house of Mrs. Burleigh, on Lynde Street. But four persons 
were present. The Rev. O. P. Hiller, a grandson of the collector, 
preached the new faith at Lyceum Hall, to an audience of four 
hundred persons, on the evening of July 24, 1844. Eighteen 
years later, the Rev. T. B. Hayward was invited to come to Salem, 
by the people then interested in the ** heavenly doctrines." From his 
efforts sprang ** Salem Society of the New Jerusalem Church,** con- 
sisting of thirteen members. The society was organized Jan. 25, 
1868. The present meeting-house, on Essex Street above North, was 
erected in 1871, and dedicated April 18, 1872. The pastors have been 
the Revs. Abiel Silver, L. O. Jordan, and A. F. Frost. 

The Calvary Baptist Church was formed in October, 1870, being 
the third Baptist society. It was constituted with about ninety mem- 
bers, who withdrew from the Central Baptist Church upon the settle- 
ment of the Rev. David Weston. It was designed as a fret churdi, 
and was organized in Mechanio Hall, March 7, 1871. The church 
continued to worship there until February, 1873, when it removed to 
the Bethel in Herbert Street. The present meeting-house mm 
erected in the last-named year on land presented by Mrs. Jolm 
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Dwyer. It was dedicated Nov. 17, 1878. Its pastors have been 
the Revs. S. Hnrtwell Pratt* D. Henry Taylor* and William A. 
Kcese. The church is located at the comer of Herbert and Essex 
streets. It was incorporated March 17, 1874. 

French ChurcJi. — The St. Joseph's French Catholic Society 
worships in the Seamen's Bethelt on Herbert Street. It was formed 
in 1874. Services in French are also conducted at the rooms of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, these services being in the Prot- 
estant form. 

Sunday Schools. — Nearly every church in the city has connected 
with it a Sunday school, for the religious training of the children and 
younger portion of the society. The Sunday-school libraries of Salem 
contain an aggregate of over 8,000 volumes, and some of the churches 
have libraries for the adult portions of the societies and for the pastors. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SKETCH OF THE ESTABUSHUENT OF THE PUBUO SCHOOLS OF SALEM. 

In Now England the school-boose and the church were considered 
inseparable, and we naturally turn from the history of the churches 
to an account of the establishment of the schools. The honor of 
leading in the establishment of a public school is claimed in behalf 
of both Salem and Boston. This ckiim cannot, with absolute con- 
fidence, be awarded to either city. The earliest recorded votes of 
the people (in Boston, 1635; in Salem, 1640) mention the employ- 
ment of teacher in such terms as to indicate the prior existence of 
that office. Further, it is known that, in fact, the Rer. John Fisk 
did discharge the stated duties of teacher in Salem as early as 1687. 
Besides, the arrival of Endicott preceded by two years the settlement 
of Boston. 

Latin and High Scliool. — The records of the first school show 
at the earliest moment a tree of vigorous fibre and no uncertain hold. 
Mark the continuity of this schooPs existence I A complete peda- 
gogical succession, with scarcely a missing link in the line of descent, 
and with none at all for more than one hundred years. Probably not 
a school in the world can bring such proof of continuous existence 
during two hundred and forty-one years. The identity is indisputable. 

The masters of the Latin Grammar School have been : John FIsk, 
1687-39; Edward Norris, 1640^70; Daniel Eppes, Jr., 1670-72; 
Edward Norris, 1672-76; Daniel Eppes, Jr., 1677-99; Samnel 
Whitman, 1699-99; John Emerson, 1699-1712; John Barnard, 
1712-13; Obadiah Ayres, 1713-16; Samuel Andrews, 1716-18; 
John Nutting, 1718-47 ; Peter Frye, 1747-51 ; Jonathan Sewall, 
1751-56; William Walter, 1758-58; Daniel Eppes, 1758-«9; 
Nathan Goodale, 1759-70; James Diman, Jr., 1770-72; Antipas 
Steward, 1772-82; Belcher Noyes, 1782- ; Thomas Bancroft, 
-96 ; Nathaniel Sogers, 1796-97 ; David EendaU, 1797-98 ; Danid 
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CHAPTER \l. 

In Xc-v riitf^lamJ the scLo:»!-]u'Uc'j :i!vJ tL«^ • hme!i wco if»n-Klir'*ti 
ia-:i»:u\i]>ic, an*} we i.aturaiiv ti;n fj«iii ♦h*.' hUt«>rv' if the iriixrcho 
to aii account. <.f 'he o^t:tUi^lJnlc^♦t tf tii.- .-. liopi*. Thci h"/..:*! v^f 
!v, ''i.^ in i].c OtU'.ljIi-LLDoiil ; f a p'i'«li' s: li.^ffl ib i-'':*ii!U\; in I'thalf 
of h(X\i bixhim ?»uu IVi-t«.ii. Tliia Cmr^ c !:••:• i, *;!*;. nhs«*l»ito con- 
tiiivuco, I>o rw:nJ»;u to cilLer «;*.t^ '"* '• •• •• • r •'»'•■* *..tc!^ of 

rljf people i ill liusL>n, l<)3r»;'' -. . ■ ■ ' ■ : ••• ••m;:'.:;.-- 

n?,' rt ^.f loaclior in My'* '.rni* mj •. ^.0 ..i. ■'■*' ; »' > .:.\ . . .• ^♦f 

» ' ^ - ;: •. urr'»fii of E:}-.!; \Hi prc-euod by tivo 3 cars iL^: ^oUlement 

L- •• ./•* ^< ' .' — Tlj(i rccorJ/» of the first scIva;! show 

ut t..i ..•. ■ r ., .. r i] • if vi'jft)ri>!H libro ami no tuiccrtain hold. 
Mark tli«» r -r :^/ • ♦ ' i . ;.!j.oor< <^\>Uuco! A oi>»:i])!viie pcda- 
go^'ic:il surf ■ •-^»f\ ^•iti- -.:.''*' .m jj.l>.-ln^: Vn.^ ' ; il^v lir.** ♦^* ilr-ooat, 
itml with Donr r.t .-•!! f . r :ii ; •'...".} oo;- !.? • :»*i I ^ ••..rs. Vi ' *• «y not 

djiiitg two i:iJ]u!red Jii:«j f^-ty-Mit* v ..r •. fl:'^ iU^ulily i\ iii^^»isputJiblc. 
Ti;c nia^tfT") of tli<* Lnvn *ir:ia^m»r "^ S '».*l li;.vo been: Job'i Fi^^,. 
iri37-nf»; Kdward N^::-^. 1»Mu-Tim Pn. j-I Kj.^e*, Jr., Ulo-lJ , 
Edward Norrid, 1G72-76; Da.iitl i:n><\s .1r., ICTT-l-^; ^^Mrl■v^ 
n*?:;tman, K.:k*-91) ; Jo-:: Em^ri-Pon. l'V"-^171l>; • JohM 15arnar1, 
i7lr-i:^; Obadiih Ayros. !7]J-1«>; S.i:;. ;ol Audrows, 171(-ld; 
John Xuttiijg, 1718--17; l>'-. Fryo, 1 VI 7-ril ; Jonathan .Sowall, 
'7i}l-.^.»; William iVa^.-. 175G-5^- Dnuiel Eppes, ^0^<-^9; 
Nsl?»:i;i <.jtv'lnle, 17r#*.»-7'*'» Junica I>iman, Jr., 1770-72; Antipaa 
..ly^rM, i77i»-«i?; li*>kL. r Noyos, 1782- ; Thoniaa Tl.rvioft, 
•yt; •v.Uiuniel Kojjcr«, 1;S<>-1»7; David KondiiU. 17l«7-OS; Daniel 
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Parker, 1798-1810 ; Moses Stevens, 1810-18 ; James Day, 1818-28 ; 
Theodore Eames, 1823-30; George Nichols, 1830-30; Amos D. 
Wheeler, 1830 33 ; aud Oliver Cnrlton, 1838-5G. 

The masters of the English High School have been : Henry K. 
Oliver, 1827-30 ; Elisha Mack. 1830-30 ; AVilliara H. Brooks 1830- 
38; Rufiis Putnam, 1838-52; Uichard Edwards, 1852-53; and 
AI1)ert 6. Boyden, 1853-56. 

The masters of the Girls' High School have l)cen : Edwin Jocclyn, 
1845-49 ; Charles N. Wheeler, 1849-54 ; and Moses P. Chase, 1854 
-56. 

In 1856, the three schools were consolidated into the present High 
School, and the masters have been : Jacob Batchelder, 1856-61 ; Wil- 
liam J. Rolfe, 1861-62; George H. Howison, 1862-64; Abner H. 
Davis, 1864-68 ; and John W. Perkins, 1868- . 

The sites of the original school Iiavc been, as far as kno^vn, the 
following : On ** Court ** Street, upon the eastern half of the pres- 
ent Washington Street, over ngainst Mr. Robert Brookhouse*s resi- 
dence; in 1760, in the centre of Washington Street, over the 
northern end of the tunnel, occupying a new brick building; in 
1785, for awhile in hired quarters, awaiting the erection of a two> 
story wooden building, just north-east of the same end of the tun- 
nel, the chamber of that house being its room ; in 1819, on Broad 
Street, in a new brick building, now (1878) occupied by a primaiy 
school. It was here that the Boys' English High School was estab- 
lished, afterwards to be united with the Latin School. In 1856, the 
consolidated school, the Girls* High School being combined with the 
foregoing schools, was located in a new edifice of brick, where it still 
remsiins* 

The year 1845 was the first time that names of citizens were 
bestowed upon the public schools. The old Latin School was called 
the Fisk School ; the Boys' High, the Bowditch ; the Girls' High, the 
Saltonstall ; the English Grammar Schools, in the various parts of the 
city, the Phillips, Hacker, Pickering, Browne, Higginson, Bentley, 
and Epes. The Fisk and the Bowditch, in 1854, were united and 
received the title Bowditch ; in 1856, the Saltonstall was inoorpormted 
with them into the present High School, which bears no honoraij 
name. The branches of instruction in the Latui School were, at firat, 
English, Latin, Greek, good manners, and the "principles of Chrie* 
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tian religioD'* (1677). Later (1699), writing, ciphering, and read- 
ing are mentioned. Then (in 1801), English grammar, composition, 
and geography are added to the list f»f studies, and writing and 
arithmetic are mentioned, as though for some reason — perhaps, as 
being taught in the Englbb School — they had been temporarily dis- 
continued. Term time, in the good old days, was ** all the year 
round," or nearly so. The vacations prescribed in 1770 were as fol- 
lows: General election, commencement day and the rest of that 
week, fasts, thanksgivings, trainings, Wednesday and Saturday after- 
noons. These were, properly, holidays, and not vacations as we now 
term them. The ** glorious Fourth" was not yet ushered into being. 
The boys of 1700 were obliged to rise and breakfast early. From 
March to November, school opened at seven, a. m. ; the rest of the 
year at eight, a. m. The school day ended at five and four, p. m., 
for the respective seasons. 

Grammar Schools. — In 1712 the first grammar school, anciently 
called a writing school, was established, Nathaniel Higginson teacher. 
The site was the old watch-house **in the north end of the town"; 
t. e., upon ground extending to Essex Street and into Washington 
Street, west of the location of the Steams building. The successors 
of Higginson, till 1785, were Swinerton, Grerrish, Gkile, Hart, Ford, 
Dawson, and Edward Norris. In 1785 the Centre School-bouse is 
erected ; the upper story occupied by the Latin school and the lower 
part by this English 8ch«x>l. At the same time the number of English 
schools increases : One is established in Dean Street, Isaac Hacker 
teacher ; one on East (now Forrester) Street, John Watson teacher. 
In 1807 another b added, on School Street, taught by William B. 
Dodge. In 1819 South Salem b similarly favored : William Games is 
placed in chaige of a school on South (now Washington) Street. In 
1821 a like school was opened in Williams Street, with Samuel BurriU 
for teacher. These schools were the progenitors of our present gram- 
mar schools. They were originally organized for boys. In 1793 girls 
were admitted to the three sdiools then existing ; namely, the Centre, 
Dean Street, and East Street schools, but not as associates and equals 
of the boys. To them an hoar following the morning session and an 
liottr after school at nij^ was given. In 1827 they were granted two 
schools for themselves: on Beckford Street, Heniy J. Hamiltoa. 
teacher; and on East Street, Bnfus Putnam, Jr., teacher. In 188S 
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thoy are udmittcd to equal privileges with boys in tbe North Sslem 
school ; andy iu 1841, likewise to tlie South Salem school, in which year 
additional provision for both boys and girls is made by the establishment 
of a grammar school on Aborn Street, under Charles Northend. There 
are now (1841) four boys* grammar schools : two for girls, and three 
for both sexes. In the same year (1841) the Centre, Williams 
Street, and East Street schools (three of the boys* schools) are united 
and suitably called the Union School, located between Bath (now 
Forrester) and Essex streets. In 1845 this school is called by the 
honored name, Phillips ; the boys* school on Dean Street is called tbe 
Hacker ; the Beckford Street girls* school is yclept Higginson ; and 
that on East Street, Bentley ; the mixed school in North Salem re- 
ceives the appellation, Pickering; that in South Salem, Browne; and 
that in Aborn Street, Epes. The consolidation of the Hacker, Hig- 
ginson, and Epes, under the title Bowditch, in 1870, completed the 
present system of grammar schools : one for boys, one for girls, and 
three for both sexes. After some changes, the names and locations of 
these schools and the date of erection and material of their present 
edifices, are as follows : Phillips, Herbert Street, 1869, wood ; Bent- 
ley, Essex Street, 1861, brick; Bowditch, Dean Street, 1870, brick; 
Pickering, School Street, 1862, brick; Browne (now called Holly 
Street School), Holly Street, 1874, wood. Though the first Engliah 
(grammar) school was established in 1712, it was nearly one hundred 
years (1807) before the fourth school was opened. The population of 
Salem in 1712 is computed at 2,600 ; in 1800, it was 9,457 ; now (1878) 
it is set at 26,000. The number of pupils in 1718, at the first school 
above named, was 54. In 1803, the three English (grammar) schools 
and the Latin school contained 213 boys ; of whom perhaps 180 were 
in the former schools : now the number is above 1,200. In 1816 
grammar and geography were added to the course, which had consist- 
ed of the ** three B's." Up to that time private schools seemed to 
eclipse the public schools. Better management and an a<yustment of 
the course of studies to the popular needs gave larger success to these 
schools. At the present day, in addition to studies nsmed above, 
spelling, history, music, drawing, and some study of the Constitutioii 
of the United States, are embraced in the school-work. Female 
sssistants in the boys* grantmiar schools, all under masters, began to 
be employed in 1889 ; for a year or two previously sudi teachers bad 
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been serving iu tho East Femalo School. Now one of the five prin- 
cipals is a femalcy as are all of the assistant teachers in this class of 
schools : four male teachers, twenty-five female teachers. 

Primary Sdiools. — The first record of a primary school is in IJSS, 
when Samuel Browne donated to the town £3409 tho interest of 
half this sum to he devoted to the education of poor children in the 
grammar (Latin) school, one-quarter to be similarly applied for poor 
children in the English school* the remaining fourth part to be simi- 
larly invested ** for the leaniing of six very poor children their letters 
and to 8|)ell and read " in ** a woman's school." The same gentleman, 
in 1731, remem1)ers the Latin, the English, and ** the woman's school** 
by a donation of £50 each. We have also other incidental mention 
of the public care to bestow instruction upon the young and unlettered. 
In 1773 a class of boys not fitted to remain in masters' schools are 
put under female teachers. In 1801 three puhlic schools are opened 
to children of both sexes of five 3'ears old and upwards. These, with 
their teachers, were as follows : Lynn Street, Mrs. Ilolman ; Church 
Street, Mrs. Lamperel ; East Street, Miss Carlton. This number in- 
creases to seven in 1820. There are now twelve primaries, employ- 
ing forty-eight female teachers. 

Colored School. — A school for colored children was organized in 
1807, Chloe Minns being appointed teacher, and was supported till 
1823 : the same teacher, apparently, having continued in charge all 
the time. In 1826 a school of the rank of writing school is kept by a 
colored man for colored children. An effort, in 1827, to re-open the 
primary is unsuccessful. In 1830 the right of a colored girl to enter 
the girls' high school was questioned, but affirmed. In 1834, in con- 
sequence of a remonstrance against permitting colored girls to attend 
that school, instruction for them is provided in the chamber of the 
Centre School-house, which the Latin school once occupied ; William 
B. Dodge is teacher till 1841, and Thomas B. Perkins then till 1848, 
when race distinction in public schools ceases. 

Evening School. — An evening school of a private character was 
taught in 1770, and again, in 1772. Mr. Steward proposed to in- 
struct twelve poor boys, from January to April, 1774, on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday evenings. His compensation came from the 
Brown fund, placed at the disposal of the committee. In 1823 an ap» 
pn^riation of seventy-five dollars is made for an evening school for 
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young men over fifteen years of age, Mr. Hood« teaeher. In 1847 
the city missionary provides free evening instruction. The next year 
Mr. Ball, assisted by **many ladies and gentlemen,** conducts schools 
two evenings a week for males and two evenings for females* This 
school is generously continued until, in 1850, the city authorities come 
to its support with an appropriation of three hundred dollars, Iha 
same gentleman remaining in charge. In 1854 a school was main- 
tuincd one season at the charge of the city, under instructors already 
emploj^'cd in the day schools. Finally, from 1869 to the present time, 
there have been public evening schools free to males and females who 
would be benefited by them. The one for males is now in chai^ of 
a female principal, with six young teachers as assistants; that 
for females is conducted by a female principal, with three such 
assistants. 

The JVaumkeag Scliool was opened in 1869, as a half-time and fac- 
tory school. Such it continued until 1878, the present year, when it 
lost both these distinctive features. Miss l^Iargaret A. Dunn was its 
teacher during that entire period. Thb school is now a miscellaneoos 
one, supplementary to the graded system. In 1869 the school cooft- 
mittee mode the study of drawing a regular branch in all the day 
schools. In 1872 evening schools of drawing were inaugurated. 
There has been no discontinuance of either policy to the present time. 
From 1872 to 1877 a special instructor of the art was employed in tlie 
day schools. 

Music. — In 1842, a teacher of vocal music in all the public schocds, 
under masters, except the Latin, was employed; compensatioQ, 
$150. The next year, twice that amount was paid for such instnio- 
tion, under three teachers. In 1848, the exercise seems to have 
been generally neglected, but the committee feel unable to put tlie 
study upon a permanent basis. In 1868, the branch receives doe 
attention, and, from that time to 1877, a regular instructor is em- 
ployed in all the day schools. By the dismissal of special instmcton 
of these arts in the day schools, the committee did not intend to allow 
the neglect of the arts themselves ; but relied upon the educated aUD 
of the teachers in the schools to continue and direct the praoUoe. 

JSkhool Commitlee. — Originall)' It was the custom for the Toten 
to manage the schools at town-meetings. As sdioola grew mova 
numerous, and more frequent attention to details was required, it 
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foand impossible to exercise the proper control in this way. The 
selectmen were first intrusted with this responsibility; but, in 171S, 
an occasion calls for a board of committee,-»the selection of a 
teacher for the Latin school. These men were Samuel Browne* 
Josiah Wolcott, Stephen Sewall, John Higginson, Jr., and Walter 
Price* Samuel Browne, in 1729, stipulated that the schools upon 
which his donations were bestowed should be committed to men 
chosen for that special duty. The people elected the committee till 
1836, when, at the incorporation of the city, thb power was delegated 
to its council ; but it was restored to the people in 1859, where it still 
resides. From 1836 to 1847, the number of members was twenty- 
five; since then it has been a board of eighteen elected, and the 
mayor and president of the conmion council, ex officio. The com- 
mittee have made annual reports in print, regularly, since 1848. For 
some time previously, statements concerning the schools were included 
as part of the city government's report. The executive office of super- 
intendent was established in 1865. Jonathan IQmball was the first 
superintendent, and held the office until 1872, when it was discon- 
tinued for a year. Augustus D. Small has filled the office from 1878 
to the present time. 

I%e Salem State Normal School was founded in 1854 ; the Resolve 
of the Legislature for its establishment having been approved Aprfl 
16, 1853. The State board of education decided June 2, 1858, to 
locate the school at Salem, and the city furnished the site and erected 
the building, receiving from the State $6,000, the amount appropriated 
by the Legislature. The site was formerly occupied by the registry 
of deeds, and the buildings of that department were removed for the 
school building. The cost to the city, over and above the $6,000 ap- 
propriation by the State, and $2,000 contributed by the Eastern Bail- 
road, was about $5,200. The building was dedicated Sept 14, 1854, 
Oov. Emory Washburn presiding. An address was delivered by the 
Hon. Gkoige S. BoutweU. The school was opened Sept. 18, 1854, 
Richard Edwards being the first principal. He b now principal of the 
Bloomingtou (III.) State Normal School. His successor was the late 
Alpheus Crosby. He was a celebrated Ghreek scholar, and was a man 
of note among literary people. He resigned in July, 1865, and de- 
voted the remainder of his life to literary pursuits. He ^ed April 
17, 1874, aged aixty-three. Prof. Daniel B. Hagar succeeded IML 



i^ t hill I ■ MiiMi^aa^ri'^iirih'ititajaiiiiiiMiiiribJMaaA^aifcih^^ 



The PMic SchooU. 109 

Crosby^ and the school to-day is under his supemsion* The school 
has always been a prosperous institution of learning, and the attend- 
ance of pupils ncTer was so largo as within the last three years* 
The expenses of pupils at this school are very moderate. Tuition ia 
free to those who comply with the condition of teaching in the public 
schools of Massachusetts. For the assistance of those who 6nd eren 
the moderate expenses burdensome, the State makes an annual appro- 
priation, one-half of which is distributed, at the close of each term« 
among pupils from within the Commonwealth who merit and need 
aid. The institution has a valuable library, containing, in works of 
general reference and reading, and in text-books, about nine thousand 
volumes. It has, also, a fair supply of philosophical apparatus, and 
a museum containing a large collection of specimens illustrating vari* 
ous departments of science. 

Originally the school building was sixty-seven feet square ; but an 
addition has been built, and a French roof added, making it now one 
of the finest public buildings in the city. 
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CHAPTEB VII. 

THE LITERARY, BENETOLEXT, AND OTHER SOCIETIES OF SALEM. 

Sketches of institutions that have an educating or refining influence 
ou the people appropriatclj follow an account of the churches and 
Bchook ; next come benevolent institutions and societies, and those 
akin to thcin ; and, kstly, miscellaneous societies. 

Tlie Saletn Athenaum was incoq>orated in 1810, being formed by a 
union of the Social and Philosophical Libraries. The first of these 
dates its origin to a time when Salem iras a small provincial town, 
1760. In that year, a library was formed, and called the Social 
Library. It was the outgrowth of a social evening club, composed of 
gentlemen of extended literary attainments : among them, Benjamin 
Lynde and Nathaniel Ropes, judges of the superior court ; Andrew 
Oliver, judge of the court of common pleas ; William Pynchon, a 
lawyer ; the Bev. William McGilchrist ; the Rev. Thomas Barnard ; 
Stephen Iligginson, a merchant; William Browne, judge of the su- 
perior court; Col. Benjamin Pickman, and Dr. E. A. Holyoke* In 
1797, this library received an Act of incorporation. The Philosophi- 
cal Library was founded in 1781. An American privateer had cap- 
tured the vessel on which a part of the library of the celebrated Dr. 
Richard Kirwan had been shipped across the Irish Channel, and the 
books were brought to Beverly and sold. These were purchased by a 
company of Salem gentlemen, and the library was thus started. It 
was the combination of these two libraries that formed that of the 
Salem Athenseum, which institution was incorporated in March, 1810. 
The call for the first meeting was signed by E. A. Holyoke, William 
Ome, Nathaniel Silsbee, and Samuel Putnam. Rooms in the Central 
Building, Central Street (then Market Street), were opened July 11, 
1810. In 1815, the libraiy was removed to rooms in Essex Place ; in 
1825, to rooms over the Salem Bank; in 1841, to Lawrence Place; 
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and in ISST, to the present rooms in Plummer IlalU This building 
was erected from a fund of $30,000 bequeathed to tho Athenaeum for 
the purpose in 1854 by S^Iiss Caroline Plummer. The building was 
completed in 1857. It is occupied jointly by the Athenaeum and 
Essex Institute. The present number of volumes in the Athcmeum 
library is about sixteen thousand. They have been princiiNilly 
obtained by money arising from tho annual assessments and from the 
sale of shares, though the library has received valuable donations and 
several legacies. 

77<e Essex Inslitute was formed in February, 1848, by the union of 
the Essex Historical Society and the Essex County Natural History 
Society, the Act of incorporation i*cceiving (he approval of the gov- 
ernor Feb. 11, 1848. As a preface to a sketch of the Institute it 
will be appropriate to allude briefly to the two societies by the 
union of which it was formed. 

The Essex Historical Society was formed April 21, 1821, mainly 
through the efforts of the bto Mr. George A. Ward. It had for its 
objects **the collection and preservation of authentic memorials relating 
to the civil history of the county of Essex, and the eminent men who 
had resided within its limits ; also all facts relating to its natural hie- 
tory and topography." In response to a petition to the General 
Court signed by Dr. Edward A. Holyoko and twenty-five others, an 
Act of incorporation was granted and approved June 21, 1821. Dr. 
Holyoke was the first president of the society. It had been expected 
that a valuable collection of material for a library, chiefly manuscripts, 
belonging to the Rev. Dr. 'William Bentley, who had died several 
months previously, would be placed in the possession of the society, 
by the executors of his will, but in this its founders were disap- 
pointed. However, the institution flourished, and a good colloction 
of portraits and curiosities was soon gathered ; and besides, the nu- 
cleus of a library. These collections were first deposited in Eseex 
Place ; then in a room over the Salem Bank, and afterwards In Law- 
rence Place, till the formation of the Institute. 

The Essex County Natural History Society was formed Dec. 14, 
1833, with Dr. Andrew Nichols, of Danvers, as president, and Mr. 
John M. Ives, of Salem, as secretary. An Act of inoorpondioii 
was not petitioned for until 1886, and bears date February 12th of 
that year. A meeting to oomplete the organization was held in Tope* 
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field April 1G» 1834» and the society immediatclj coDimenccd the 
collection of a library of standard works and a cabinet of specimens 
in natural history. The cabinet and library were first deposited in 
Essex Place; subsequently in the Franklin Building; in l^Iasonic 
Hall, Washington Street ; and in Pickman Pbce, Essex Street — this 
being the last place of deposit before the union with the Essex His- 
torical Society. 

Soon after the oiganization of the Natural History Society, atten- 
tion was directed to horticulture, and the first public exhibition was 
held July 11, 1834. The series of exhibitions that followed were 
▼erjr instrumental in diffusing throughout the community a general 
and extenslTO taste for horticultural pursuits. The society issued 
one volume — three numbers, dating in 1836, 1838, and 1851— of 
the ** Journal of the Essex County Natural History Society," and 
during the winter of 1837-8, a course of six lectures was delivered 
under its auspices. 

During the autumn of 1847, several meetings of the two above- 
described societies were held to effect a union, and a plan drafted by a 
committee chosen for the purpose, was adopted Jan. 14, 1848. An 
Act of incorporation was obtained on the 11th of the following month, 
and on the 1st of &Iarch, by its acceptance, the Essex Institute was 
formed. The Hon. Daniel A. White was the first president. The 
Institute at first consisted of three departments— the historical, the 
natural history, and the horticultural. A department of fine arts has 
since been added. The president of the Institute is chief officer of 
each department, but a special vice-president is assigned to each, 
with as many curators as are required for the successful advancement 
of the work. The means of carrying out the plans of the institution 
are secured by a library, embracing not only books, but documents, 
newspapers, and manuscripts ; by a museum comprising all ooUe^ 
tions of history and science ; by meetings at the rooms, or in various 
parts of the county, in the sununer season, for the discussion of his- 
torical or scientific subjects ; by courses of lectures or musical enter- 
tainments ; by exhibitions under the charge of the horticultural or 
fine arts departments ; by publications. 

The library now contains about 80,000 volumes and 100,000 pam- 
phlets, embracing valuable works on history, art, scienoe, religion, 
and the classics ; besides filet of newspapers, publio documents, pro- 



^ Tiririifiir"''"- 



<iiiit' •<~'-^-- 



wJ^ 

«■,«. ^ 






1 













, Fs-i. \ K'STITTTI-. 



112 



^^k^fch of l^^f?//rt. 



f-M Ajiii! l'». lc*J^4, uiivl tliO rjocic-ij iimik lin!< I;. : » . « 'ici'd the 

ill r.iHu,.' i:'*t'>ry. T!i<* rn!»ii:fl i:n«l !ibrai^\ .x«>- •;! i .Uj ». :: .il in 
E>-: \ Viaco; suijj;N|!:'*'jllv in lb** Fr»pklin l»i. .-I-.r.". , =•» '.\i;«M)iiic 
Il.i!!. Wa^-siiigtor Street, tm^ in Pickiiifin Plac:, K.^-^.x **'• » — th^* 
I'ii'.^ ilio !a^: p!:;co i*f <lcposir U-iori; the '..liiou v. Itli tic !-.'.*•> 'l*'^- 
lufica! .Sooii'tv. 

S"t«" jillor i!.c «M 'n»iiz:aior of tho X:ilur:il IIi.Viv»r" ^o 'vt » . .--it ; 
\'.:»i\ V. a? \2iu*ttc*lti lio.iit u!-.iiro, aiid the t'r>i puolii* eyi)ib;t>.»s v..i.- 
hcis Jtiiv II, 1S34. The acrio& of o.xliihHi'.r.r tbtit fclloucJ ^< r, 
V€rv -p.-ti'inicuul hi «liiri>iii-' l'.roni.I.«»»ii tl. ' . i niuiuK't v a i*. ?»':.». .1 

V.ivl •.\ttl::?ivu t;iati- f-'l* h'»inK:jU. ;*!ll l»Ur* :ii>. fll* ^^Nli'ty i^-i*V'' 

•;!'s'> M'^iiiie — thrt'O iiUuJ>»r<. .1 .tiii- := ?-;!•. 'i^.SS uViO 16.')! — mI 
the "JuiiniJil 01 tho Es^cx CV>T;tv .\\;.;i. '. \\\ • r S. v:r\\\*' and 
U'-rin*.' the M'inuT of 1^37-8, a <<^i.rv- ■»?" siv x-. I'.rv -: v. - 'i live red 
i»Ldi': iiA unspico?'. 

1*«:' •: ih«. auiuuai of 18-17, .-t»\c:.i :? • . . ; ?• .it. 

,. /ii»:;.i:. ••:: !"r too p-.rpj-x-, wh ad";'i«d Jan. 11, l^*iS. ^^ 

\:. >' .i:-.- ; i'.i' • ':ic ohtaluod on the lllli of ihc follwwiug ^uiiitti, 
a!i-; •. ;• t'*^' '-! •: v.. I.;,, iy ilf iicccplaiui, the E'>cx InFtituii* was 
;ji?? '•;;. T*-o ih/r. 1»!»::h''1 A, Whil«» was Cam Hvsf |)re«Kicni. The 
Liiiil '•• •:♦ lir-t •- .:!tj-*."d «'f li;"**^' 'iep iitniL-!!' ^ — thi. bi-loru-al, the 
ualurai b'.sloiv. auJ llic honli'ulliinil. A ilv»}:-rlf!K'»i'4 of I'u'* art-» l.;* 
sin«v l.rcii flddt-ii. The pn^/idont «-?f' :;*«- Institute U thief «»lH-i : of 
each dri»artnicut, but a •]K'c»al v ic<; -pi\*sidv iit b ae^i^ruovl ii) each, 
with L.^ iiiaay curator.-* us ;iic ro«']Ulrcd for the 3UCLi';3sful udvaiioeiiicnt 
of tLu work. Tlic liioaik*^ of ttiir}'.;^' ''jt t'.i- p^uii? of th^* iiiMltnlioii 
ar»^ >i:ciired by n library, «'Ujbnii:ini; li >t c;;h* Ih# 'k?-. but doiumculs, 
IK W'^jia [)crs, and man^iscnpu ; l\ a inu-^'Jiiu «.vci>JMi)g al! ooll«*c- 
tions I'f hibtory .ir;J »cbMice ; h}' ibwi tl-j^- iX tl.o i* .u»s, or in various 
p: i! r:f the county, in the «umrx.iT 9<:iooUf r«r ihu dlstMi^sinn of hi»- 
lorh-.^* «»i gcioutific subjrcta ; b;. CMir^^j of U. lufc»s or mu^icd cuter- 
Ulnmi";t;>; by exhibitions unit*: the cLar^v of tuo hurliculturol or 
fiue art'' dt*partments ; by pubii' :itioiiB. 

lb.? libciay nc»w coutuios ulx>iit 30,000 volumes and 100,'\»n pam- 
(iLk.^. itubmciug Taluablo work» ou history, art, sciena\ Tob^iou, 
mmI !:i* i*!A:%>iu» ; bcsidtn files of newspapers, public documents, pro- 
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cccdings of historical, scientific, ccliicntional, a<^ricu1tuni1, and other 
societies. This hirge and extremely valuable library has been 
obtained principnlly by donations or exchanges. Among the laigcst 
donorn uf valuable books have been the Hon. Daniel A. White, who 
at various times gave largo numbers of books*, in all about 8,000 ; 
Mrs. Eliza L. Rogers, Ichabod Tucker, Thomas Cole, Nathaniel 
SiUbce, Jr., W. D. Pickman, and Mrs. J. S. Cabot. Any |)er8on 
residing in the county of Essex may bo chosen a resident mem1>er, 
and any x>crson without the county, a corres|M)nding member. The 
annual fee is three dollars, and this entitles to the taking from the 
library' of an}' circulating books, and the privilege of reading at the 
rooms any lMK>k belonging to the Salem Athenaeum Library. 

The natural history collection is now in charge of the Peabodjr 
Acadi'my of Science, having been so disposed in 1867, together witli^ 
the museum of the East India Marino Society. At the time of this 
arrangement, the Institute collection numbered over 125,000 sped- 
mcns, and in a number of clas:$es of the animal kingdom was inferior 
to only one or two in the country. The historical collections are still 
preserved seiiarntely, and are extremely valuable also. They include 
valuable portraits of |)eople of local and general prominence. 

The regular, special, and field meetings are free to the public, and 
all are cordially invited to attend them. They attract lai-ge uumbera 
of people inclined to historical and scientific matters. The ^ field 
meetings," as those held in the summer season al)out the county are 
styled, are an Essex Institute feature, and are a very successful means 
of reaching the general public, and securing a vastly more extended 
interest in scientific branches, and a more liberal sup^iort for the work 
of the institution. 

The lectures and concerts given under the auspices of the Institute 
are of the vety highest order, and exert a x^owerful influence in elevat- 
ing the public taste for histoty, science, and music Some of the 
leading men of this and other countries have been introduced to 
Salem audiences, and even to the American people, by the Essex 
Instittite ; and some of the finest rousie performed in the city has 
been at the concerts at the Institute rooms. 

The exhibitions have uniformly been successful, whether of sgri* 
oulttiral and horticidtural products, or of works of art or antiquities. 
The former are held annually, with an occasional spedal exhibit, and 
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tbc contributions arc not confined to Salem, but frequently towns in 
remote parts of the county send valued acquisitions to tbe collec- 
tions. The art exhibitions bring before the public eye many beauti- 
ful and valuable paintings and other works of art, that would not be 
allowed to be taken from their places in libraries and parlors under any 
other auspices. Oulj* one collection of antique relics has been exhib- 
ited. This was in 1875, and was the wonder and admiration of all who 
attended. There were displa3'ed for the first time in public the very 
choicest and most highlj' treasured antiquities, that are preserved in 
the old Salem families, and carefully' guarded by successive genera* 
tions. Such relics as were displayed at this exhibition are never 
allowed to become parts of any museum or public collection. 

The publications have always been valuable. From 1848 to 1868, 
inclusive, six volumes of the ** Proceedings of the Essex County 
Iniititute" were published. In April, 1859, the publication of **Tbe 
Historical Collections " was commenced. Tliis is still continued. It 
contains abstracts from old town and church records, old journals and 
diaries, and i)a|)ers of an historical character read before the meet- 
ings. One volume of the ** American Naturalist,** commenced in 
18G7, was published under the auspices of the Institute, and its pub- 
lication was then transferred to the Peabody Academy of Science. 
*'The Bulletin" was started in January, 1869, and its publication is 
still continued, one volume ^r year being issued. It contains a 
record of the meetings of the society, short papers of an historical 
character read before the Institute, scientific communications, and 
a general report of its proceedings. Other publications have occasion- 
ally been issued* 

The rooms of the Institute are in Plummer Hall, which is shared 
with the Salem Athenteum, by a vote of that society, the objects of the 
Institute being in accordance with those which Miss Plummer men- 
tioned in her will as those to which the building was to be devoted. 
The library and other collections of the Essex Institute have grown 
from modest beginnings to magnificent and unusually valuable coUeo- 
tions. The institution is thoroughly apprecmted, and its name and 
fame have reached all quarters of the country and world. Under the 
direction and personal supervision of Dr. Henry Wheatland, its preai- 
dent, the work of the Institute is successfully carried forward by a 
devoted corps of workers, and its usefulness increases yearly. 
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At the rooms in Flummcr Ilnll are also deposited the libraries of 
the Essex Agricultural Socict^s and the Essex South District Medical 

Society. 

Peabody Academy of Science. — In this institution Salem has a 
substantial remembrance of the wise liberality of the late Geoi^ 
Penbody, the famed London Imnkcr and philanthropist. Under date 
of Feb. 2G9 1867, Mr. Peabody addressed to Francis Peabody, Esq., 
of Salem, Prof. Asa Gray, of CnmbridgCy the Hon. William C. Endi- 
cott and George Peabody Russelly Esq., of Salem, Prof. Othniel C. 
Marsh, of New Haven, Conn., Dr. Henry Wheatland and Abncr C. 
Goodell, Jr., Esq., of Salem, Dr. James R. Nichols, of Haverhill, 
and Dr. Henry C. Perkins, of Newburyport, a letter, enclosing an 
instrument of trust, naming them as trustees of a fund of $140,000, 
** for the promotion of science and useful knowledge in the county of 
Essex." 

After naming the trustees and the amount given, the letter read as 
follows : ** Of this, my native cotmty, I have always l)ccn justly prond, 
in common with all her sons, remem1)ering her ancient reputation, her 
many illustrious statesmen, jurists, and men of science, her distin- 
guished record from the earliest daj's of our countr>'*s history, and 
the distinction so long retained by her as eminent in the education and 
morality of her citizens. I am desirous of assisting to perpetuate her 
good name through future generations, and of aiding, through her 
means, in the diffusion of science and knowledge ; and after consulta- 
tion with some of her most eminent and worthy citizens, and encoui^ 
aged by the success which has already attended the efforts and re- 
searches of the distinguished scientific association of which yonrchaiiw 
man is president, and with which most of you are connected, I am led 
to hope that this gift may be instrumental in attaining the desired end* 
I therefore transmit to you the enclosed instrument, and a chock for 
the amount therein named, one hundred and forty thousand dollars, 
with the hope that this trust, as administered by you and your success- 
ors, may tend to advancement in intelligence and virtue, not only in 
our good old county of Essex, but in our Commonwealth and in our 
common country." 

According to the terms of the instrument of trust, $40,000 was 
applied to the purchase of the East India Marine Hall, containing the 
extensive and valuable museum of that society, and of land under and 
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adjoiuing that building. The $100,000 forms a permanent fund. 
Arrangements were soon made for the transfer of the collections of 
the East India Marino Society, and the natural history collection of 
the Essex Institute, to the chaige of the trustees of the Pcabody Acad- 
emy ; and these two valuable museums were combined in one, and 
re-arranged in the hall of the East India Marine Society, which had 
been refitted for the purpose. An Act of incorporation was granted to 
the Peabody Academy by the State Legislature, April 13, 1868. 
Prof. F. W. Putnam was elected director of the museum ; and asso- 
ciated with him in the great work of rc*arrangiug and proi>erIy classi- 
fying the collections. Dr. A. S. Packard, Jr., Prof. Alpheus Hyatt, 
Prof. Edward S. Morse, and Mr. Caleb Cooke, all curators in the 
natural history department of the Essex Institute. 

From the organization of the academy, its work has been steadily 
progressive. From 18G8 to 187G, the ** American Katuralist,** a 
monthly magazine, devoted to science and natural history, was pub- 
lished under its auspices. It has since been transferred to a Philadel- 
phia publishing house. The museum has been open free to the public 
six days in each week, thousands visiting it each year. No better 
general collection exists in the country ; and in some departments, it 
is unrivalled. A ** Summer School of Biology ** was oi^ganized in 18779 
and was continued the following season. It was under the direction 
of Dr. A. S. Packard, Jr., who was assisted by a corps of scientific 
gentlemen, including Mr. James H. Emerton, Mr. John Robinson, the 
Rev. £. C. BoUes, and Mr. Caleb Cooke. This school furnished to 
students in natural history valuable fincilities for the conduct of their 



The SaJem Lyceum dates back to Jan. 18, 1830, when the organiza- 
tion was started. The earlier lectures were given in various diurches ; 
but the present Lyceum Ehll was built in 1831, and the success 
of the institution increased from that time. Judge Daniel A. White, 
the president of the Lyceum, delivered the first lecture, Feb. 24, 1830, 
and an effort was made to have home talent largely represented in Um 
list of lecturers. Among the Salem lecturers who appeared in Lyceum 
courses in the earlier days of the institution, were Francis PeabodyY 
Jonathan Webb, Henry K. Oliver, Dr. Abd L. Pierson, Charles W. 
Dpham, and Rufus Choate. Some of the most noted men of the tioM 
have, year after year, lent their talents to the suooess of the Saleos 
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n.' ! :uig Hint Iv.iildi:)^. The $100,*)«.»'} f./ir.- «• p.TiKanriil fund. 
^ -.-r.i'UfUASiiS vvcro sonx iivvie lor tlic tian«<ivr 'M' Wiv crhHliDn*? of 
* .: h:!*l liiiJia ^luritic Sc'ci«:tv, ai^d Xho iviU'sr.-'. ! '-:. v i*nli.ctivi!i of 
iV% Ks-»i X In-liluie, lu t\w i!ra r;re of ihe trusle**?**-.-: .?••■ iV-.'t 'iv Aciu- 
• ii*V; ."-•••d tliCfec li%u v:.l(U!^lo niudt urns were cii::;V" i i .n \iie, and 
r»-air.in^«:d in thu hall uf Ihe E:i*»t ii^^*] i Mukiue »Scv;»..fv. v.:/ h h?id 
l;.v n rcfit-jd for llio piirpt^^c. An Acl ofincoriMirati ••i wr.c ;j. ;.!od tc 
llie Pcabd'Jy Av:.u*iiiy by ilio Sxuia hc^\<h\\nro^ Ajnil i i. ?"**'•:<• 
Trof. F*. W. P»r.:ii»m \va3 luvfvii riire».tMr <»f the luii-^viuu; .• mu ;.-fo- 
c»:it« J v.illi hl'u i'l llie ^rcat \>\;r!: of rc-.iTr;;:igin.(r and propti;!} cl:--?- 
fvini^ tiiO cdilicli. M:*, Dr. A. S. Pncktird. Jr., Pruf. Alphcus ii. Jt, 
ViA. Kdnard S. Morse, tii;d ^£r. C:ii« b Cjoko, all ciirjit)i*s iii the 
natnrul hiflory ilcpailTnciit of t!n* K^ .x r»i*lil«!to. 

Fniir. \]tv oxt:i*.ivA:ii\on of ilie a*, u? !.;: . '•' • "!; bus b'.'cn ^tciuHly 
pro«:io<5ivo. Itriu lo»-^ lo 1^7«i, ti.- 
monibiv r.i.jpiziiir, JovoUd to M'ifn*^ nfiw 
:i>!.%.»'i !;i:fi^r ils auspice**, ll Ii:t* pir«.* v. • 
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b!. '^i.' -. •• ■•:'.*. b week, thoii^xuds \?'5itin;! it 4 arb vcn". Xt» bclfor 
y »•• r.ii • ■ •»;•"» r'xi>l.' l!i lL«f toiiiitry ; r...! in fouic depart nu-nls, it 
i> •• .1 1 »•:•:«.;. . "^t i.'.tiiT S« ho'd •>?* IJiob^v '* va^ or*Mr.i:'.vd in 1^1 7, 
af tl sM> .*..i!:»;».ji - :• :' :! '.vin^j soa.'^i>n. It was undir tbo uircctiou 
of JJr. A. ir. IV.CAai*. •!'.. »• ito v. -^j* as.-i^tcd by a' corps of ?ci<»ntific 
gcnl!t:.Kri. i»'..--i'ini<: Mr. .biiiio>- l* E'::t'?ofj, Mr. .b^Un lb>biu^.*t., ;he 
Kev. K. C. 1) -'ii-, :iud Mr. Calvb Cmki*. ^". ^ .^• '*i'» ! ?'in'^b<»d to 
rtndoi!t(> in Rat«;i .1 ';i-tt;ry Tuluriblo facilities Uti ii.i^ vOiiMUi i ot cbeir 
fftudies. 

Th€ Suhti Lit'^euii' i? it«- - h::ck to Jan. ii<, J^.30, '.vLeu the or<f:iniza- 
tiou wa» itartod. Tlio t-arliir itvt«jn*H wore ^Jvf rj k; v:«rious rhurcbes ; 
but the prtf'^ut Lycorv* ilnll M-a* built i^ \^Vt^ and the rnccc^a 
of the institution jnoica^tMi from tb ii tiiui. .*.'d'^e Daniel A. While, 
tin' prcI^idl.*nt of tbo Lyceum, deliv^njd ihi Hs-st lecture, Feb. 54, 1^530, 
and au cirort was made to ba^i !,«u)e tidrat l:»rgcly tcprcfcuteil io the 
li^t of lecturers. Axuong the Snl^m lectar*;; * ts ho app»jarcd in Lyct^um 
tviura.^s \\M the earlier days of Mi* inhtit:ilii.*n, were Fnnicis Pealiody, 
.Scniitbfia W'obb. Henry K. OJivtr, Dr. AM L. Picrson, 0*arle8 W. 
* ;V «,ni, fti^tl llufus Cboate. bjine of the ui09t noted ir"Q uf the tliiie 
])i*v*:, yvar after year, lent tbe«r talcuts to the Bucce^tt of the biiatiA 
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L3xcum : among tbom,Dnnicl Webster, Edward Everett, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Charles Francis Adams, A. P. 
Peabody, Horace Mann, Robert C. Winthrop, Jared Sparks, George 
Bancroft, and Caleb Cusbing. The Lj'cenm has always maintained a 
high standard in the selection of its lecturers, and few similar organic 
zations can show such a fine record. The fiftieth annual course of 
entertainments was opened Nov. 13, 1878, with a lecture by the Hon. 
Henry K. Oliver, mayor of Salem ; his lecture being an historical 
aketch of the society. 

The Young IJen*B Union was organized in 1855. It maintains a 
reading-room in Peck*s Block, Washington Street ; and each season 
presents a fine course of lectures, concerts, and other entertainments. 
As a rule these have been largely patronized. They have alwaj^s been 
of a high order. 

Musical tSocieties. — Salem has always been noted for its mnsical 
talent, and its devotion to musical study and practice. Early in this 
present century, an attempt succeeded in the publishing, by Mr. John 
Applcton, of a work intended to supplant the imperfect and unique 
church music then in general vogue, by a more sober, solemn, and de- 
votional style, and, at the same time, pleasing in melody, accurate 
and rich in harmony. No oiganizcd music society, however, appears 
till 1818, when the Handel Society was formed, continuing about 
three years, and studying the highest order of music. In 1821, but 
existing a very short time, the Haydn Society started. 

The first more permanent association was the Mozart Association, 
organized by the efforts of Gen. Henry K. Oliver, in May, 1825. It 
had a very successful career of about ten j'cars, giving concerts, with 
music from the classic authors, and exerting a marked influence upon 
the taste and skill of the several church choirs in the city, the leading 
members of which were enrolled among its numl)er8. Hon. John 
Pickering was its president, Henry K. Oliver vice-president, con- 
ductor, and organist, and the Hon. Leverett Saltonstall first director. 
The first organ ever built by the celebrated brothers Hook, of Boe- 
toD, was used by thb society. Their concerts were always well 
patronized, and the prospect of a permanent existence was so very fi^ 
vorablo that an application was noade in 1884 to the Legislature for an 
Act of incorporation to enable the soc4ety to purchase and hold real 
estate whereon to erect a musichaU. The Act passed both hraodieap 
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but wa8 Tctoed by Got. LiDcoln, on the ground that he considered it 
** iuex|)edicnt to encourage the incorporating of institutionf of so 
limited a public benefit I '* This discouragement seems to have oper- 
ated unfavorably on the continuance of the society. 

The next association for musical purposes was the Salem Olee Club, 
organized in 1832, of which the leading spirits were Gen. Henry K» 
Oliver, John Chadwicic, Warwick Palfray, WilUam Kimball, Charles 
Lawrence, Charles G. Putnam, William Brown, Leverott Saltonstall, 
and W. H. Prince. The club was uudcr the presidency and instruc- 
tion of Gen. Oliver, who selected its library, comprising all the best 
works of Uorsley, Callcott, Spofforth« Lord Moruington (father of 
the Duke of Weliington), Danby, Bishop, and others. The club 
continued about twenty-two years. On its breaking up, its library 
was presented to the Harvard Musical Association, of Boston. 

The Salem Academy of Music was organized Aug. 31, 1846, with 
W. H. Prince as presiident. It exbted for several years. 

The Salem Choral Society was organized Feb. 5, 1855, and gave 
its first concert Dec. 25, 1855. It rendered sacred music. J. F. 
Tuckerman was its first president, and a council of advice consisted 
of Asabel Huntington, Leverett Saltonstall, James M. Hoppin, Alfred 
A. AbboU, W. H. Prince, O. B. Frothingham, Otis P. Lord, and 
Joseph Andrews. 

Among organizations of less note may be mentioned the Salem 
Philharmonic Society, organized Sept. 25, 1849 ; the Union Singing 
School, 1847 ; and the Salem Musical Education Society, of later date. 
The Salem Oratorio Society was oiganized Nov. 17, 1868, with 
a membership of about three hundred persons. It was gathered 
mainly by the personal efforts of Mr. Francis H. Lee, an amateur. 
Its success has been very great ; mastering, under the instruction and 
lead of Mr. Carl Zerrahn, the principal works of Ehndd, Ehydn, 
Mendelssohn, and rendering them to the public in a manner to exdta 
the praise of the severest musical critics,— one of whom, in a leading 
musical journal, declared that there never had been heard in thb countiy 
such marvellous chorus singing. The fame of the society spread fiur 
and wide, and it was selected, at the Peace of the World Jubilee 
at Boston, in 1872, as one of the societies to sing the doable diorusea 
of HandeFs "Israel in Egypt,** over against the Handel and Haydn 
Society of Boston. 
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Tho Salem Schubert Club was formed in May, 1878, for practioe 
and iKrfurmance of English glees and madrigals. Its niemliership is 
al>out sixty mixed voices. The soeiety is under the direction of Mr« 
William J. Winch, of Boston. Tho first public performance was 
given at Plummer Ilall, Jan. 14, 1879. 

Tlie Salem Marine Society ^ the most ancient organization in the 
city, originated in March, 17GG, when eighteen shipmasters oimftii- 
tuted tho society. The Act of incorporation was received in 1772. 
Tho early meetings were held at the houses of memliers, and hiter 
at the public houses. The society now has rooms in Franklin Build- 
ing, comer of Essex and Newbury streets, which it owns. Tho late 
Thomas Perkins bequeathed to the society his buildings known as 
Franklin Place, and the first meeting was held there Nov. 28, 1833. 
The building was Imdly damaged by fire Jan. 29, 1845, again Jan* 
4, 1859, and totally destroyed Oct. 21, 1860. Tlio last time the 
insurance had expired a few hours Ix^fore tho fire ; but the generosity 
of the insurance company, and liberal contributions of citizens, aided 
substantially in erecting tho present fine structure. The subscrip- 
tions amounted to over $14,000. The objects of the institution, from 
its formation, have l)een charity, and progress in navigation* These 
principles have been closely adhered to. 

I'he East India Marine Society is one of the oldest associations 
in tho country, having been organized Oct. 14, 1799. Gapt. Benjamin 
Hodges was the first president; Jacob Crowninshield, treasurer; 
and Capt. Jonathan Hodges, secretary. Its chief objects were** to 
assist the widows and children of deceased members, who may need 
it, out of the funds of the society " ; ** to collect such facts and obseiw 
vations as tend to the improvement and security of navigation"; 
** to form a museum of natural and artificial curiosities, particularly 
such as are to be found beyond the Cape of Good Hope, or Gape 
Horn.** The by-laws provided that ** any person shall be eligible as a 
member of this society, who shall actually have navigated the seas near 
the Cape of Good Hope or Cape Horn, either as master or commander, 
or as factor or supercargo of any vessel belonging to Salem, or, if 
resident in Salem, of any vessel belonging to any port in the United 
States.** These conditions were always observed, and under them 
348 joined the society np to the time that its museum was, with that 
of the Essex Institute, placed in charge of the Peabody Academy of 
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Science (18G7). Of these, 278 bad died, leaving seyentj suryiving 
memliers. The charity bestowed was frequently outside of the chan- 
nels prescribed in the by-laws. Much attention was paid to im- 
provement in navigation. The earliest journal written in the records 
of the society was by Nathaniel Bowditch, who was for some years 
master or supercaigo on voyages from Salem to the East Indies. The 
museum of curiosities collected was a very remarkable and extremely 
valuable one, and makes a prominent part of the collections now dis- 
phiyed by the Peabody Academy. The society first occupied a room 
in a building on the comer of Essex and Washington streets ; next a 
building in the rear of the present Downing Block, and in 1825 moved 
into the East India Marine Hall, on Essex, nearly opposite St. Peter^s 
Street. The opening of this new hall was celebrated by a procession 
and dinner, at which President Adams, Mayor Quinc^, of Boston, 
Judge Story, of the United States Supreme Court, and President 
Kirkland, of Harvard College, were present. The oiganization of the 
society is still maintained, and its charity fund is continued. 

77ie Salem Fraternity is an exceedingly worthy institution. It 
was organized in April, 1869, and maintains, free to all, a reading- 
room, amusement room, and library, in the Downing Block, Essex 
Street. The library contains upwards of 2,000 volumes, and free 
instruction is given in various branches by competent teachers. Its 
labors are mainly among such young people of both sexes as are em- 
ployed in the city, but who have no home associations. Its objects 
are appreciated by the charitably disposed, and its influence is con- 
siderable. 

Hie Young Men*$ Christian Association was organized in 1858. 
It has rooms at No. 194 Essex Street, which are open to all, day and 
evening, and where religious services are frequently conducted on 
week days and on each Sunday. 

Temperance Societies. — Salem has had, first and last, a host of tem- 
perance organizations. Washington Total Abstinence Union, from 
1841 to 1847 ; the Martha Washington Society, in connection with the 
first named ; Young Men's Temperance Society, 1843 ; Henfield Di- 
vinon. Sons of Temperance, 1844, and still in existence ; Salem Divi- 
sion, 1846 ; Young Men's Division, 1859 to 1865 ; Phillips Division, 
1859, and Abraham Lincoln Division, 1866, both stUI maintained; 
Independent Division, Daughters of Temperance, and Zephyr Union 
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Daughters; Social CounciU 1859; Essex Tomple of Ilonort 1856; 
Meteoric Temple of Honor, 1866, and still existing; Cadets of Tem- 
perance, 1848 ; Naumkeag Tent, Indc|>eudent Order of Recbabites* 
1844; Ocean Tent of Rechabites; Daughters of Rechab; Father 
Mathew Temperance Society, 1848, and still maintained; Temper- 
ance AVatchmcn, 1851 ; Young Men*s Catholic Temperance Society* 
1857, and still existing; Bauds of IIoi)e; Minnehaha Lodges Order 
of Good Templars (18G2), and Siloam Lodge, 1866, both in existence 
now; Young Men*s Temperance Volunteers, 1867; the present Re- 
form Clubs ; Ladies* Christian Temperance Union, and others. EUich 
one has done what was within its power to check the evil of intem- 
perance, and with greater or less degree of success, 
j ^ Tfte Plummer Fmmi Scltool is a reformatory institution for boya* 

founded by bequests of Miss Caniline Plummer, — one of $10,000; one 

of $8,000 ; and, besides, the residue of her projierty after paying other 

\l legacies. The legacies were accepted, according to the terms of Miss 

Plummer*s will, by the city council, and the mayor and aldermen 
chose ten trustees to have charge of the institution. An Act of in* 
corporation was granted by the Legislature, May 21, 1855. The 
amount of the fund July 1, 1856, wtts $25,462.23. To this the city 
added $8,000, and interest on the whole was allowed to accumulate 
till 1870, when the school building was erected on Winter Island* on 
lands owned by the national government, which granted their nse for 
the school. The building is a handsome French-roof structure. Mr. 
C. A. Johnson is principal of the school. The school fund now 
amounts to $50,000. 

Tlie CUy Itdief Committee is composed of the pastors and one 
delegate fn>m each church, and delegates from charitable societies, 
who act with the assistance of an agent in disi^ensing charity among 
the worthy poor of the city. Funds are furnished by the churdies and 
by general contribution. 

The Salem HospitaX was organized April 7, 1878, a fund baying 
been contributed for its formation by Capt. John Bertram and other 
citizens. The hospital building is located on Charter Street. This 
institution supplies a want long felt in the community. 

Tlie SaJem Dispensary^ organized in February, 1820, and incorpo- 
rated in 1831, had for its object the relief of poor people, by afford- 
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ing medicine and medical advice gratuitously. Its labors ended on 
the formation of the Salem Hospital, which assumed its mission. 

Old Ladie^ and Old Men's Zfomes. — About I860, the late Robert 
Brookhouse tendered a large brick house on Derby Street, corner of 
Orange, to be converted into a "home** for old ladies. A fund was 
raised, mainly by subscription, the Rev. Michael Carlton, who had 
been the agent of the Monil Society, collecting a large part of the 
money, and "The Association for the Relief of Aged and Destitute 
Women" was incorporated April 4, 1860. The home was opened the 
following year, the building having been refitted for the purpose. 
This house was built in the early part of the present century, by B. 
W. Crowninshield. 

The Old Glen's Home, corner of Derby and Turner streets, was 
opened in 1877, and is maintained by its founder, Capt. John Ber- 
tram. 

Tlie Masons. — There are in Salem six branches of the Masonic 
fraternity. Essex Lodge, F. A. M., was erected March 9, 1779, 
under authority from the Massachusetts Grand Lodge, descending 
from the Grand Master of Scotland. This charter was returned to 
the Grand Lodge, March 6, 1789, it being found impossible to con- 
tinue the lodge, as so mauy of its members were mariners and absent 
at sea. Another charter was granted, and the lodge formally consti- 
tuted June 8, 1792. The lodge was suspended on account of the 
anti-Masonic excitement from 1833 to 1845. Starr King Lodge was 
chartered March 9, 1865, twenty-two members having demitted from 
Essex Lodge for the purpose of forming it. Washington Royal Aroh 
Chapter was constituted in September, 1811 ; suspended from March 
17, 1835, to September, 1852 ; since which time companions have 
demitted to constitute Sutton Chapter, Lynn ; William Person Chap- 
ter, Gloucester; Amity Chapter, Beverly; Holton Chapter, Danvers. 
Salem Council of R. S. M. was constituted June 3, 1818. Winslow 
Lewis Commandeiy of Knights Templars, under the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Conmiandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was insti- 
tuted June 27, 1865. Sutton Grand Lodge of Perfection, under the 
authority of the Supreme Council of Inspectors-General of the thirty- 
third degree of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonryt 
for the Northern jurisdiction of the United States of America, was eon- 
•titnted and established April 8, 1864. 
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77ie Odd Fdlows. — During tbo latter part of the summer of 1848, 
Adrian Low and Thomas Ilarveyt both residents of Solcmt and mem- 
bers of the order of Odd Fellows, the former of Siloam Lodge* and 
the latter of Oriental Lodge* conceived the idea of oiganizing m 
lodge in their own city, and the necessary steals were at once taken. 
A s[)ecial meeting of the Grand Lodge of lilassachusetts was held at 
Salem, Nov. 6, 1843, and Essex Lodge was formed, fifteen members 
being admitted. In January succeeding, this lodge had amemlicrship 
of thirty, and in June, 187G, its memliers numbered 335. A charter 
for a new lodge in Salem was granted in 1846, and on the 18th of 
November, Fraternity Lodge was organized, with twenty-nine mem- 
bers, that number withdrawing by card from Essex Lodge. Its mem- 
bership in June, 1876, was 205. Both of these lodges have excellent 
records of work done within the order, and of charity bestowed on 
sick members. Both are in flourishing condition to-day, and hare 
the promise of brilliant futures. Naumkeag Encampment was insti- 
tuted June 26, 1845. Union Degree Daughters of Rebecca is the 
title of (he female branch of Odd Fellowship in Salem. 

ReligiouB Associations. — Three religious associations, that are 
strictly county oiganizations, are so intimately connected with Salem 
that they pro^ierly find a place in this sketch. 

The Essex Congregational Club, embracing in its membership prom- 
inent ministers and laymen, in the Trinitarian Congregational churches 
of Essex County, had its origin in the meeting of the ** American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions," which was held in 
Salem in 1871. The arrangements for that meeting were In the hands 
of a committee from various towns and cities in the coouty. After 
the session of the ** Board,* the committee assembled for a social eyen* 
ing ; and at that meeting a committee was chosen to take measures 
for the formation of an Essex County Congregational Club, in order* 
in the words of the resolution, **to perpetuate the pleasant intimacies 
formed, and to promote better acquaintance among the churches of the 
vicinity •"*. For various reasons no further steps were taken until Nov. 
12, 1872, when a meeting of representative Congregationalists was 
held in the South Chapel, all preliminaries arranged, and a constitn- 
lion drafted. The first regular meeting was held in Central Hal!* 
Central Street, Jan. 6, 1873. The constitution adopted* was, with 
two or three slight alterations, the same as that of the ** Boston 
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Congrcgntionnl Club,'* vehich was organized in 1869, and was tho pio- 
neer association of the kind in the United States. 

The exercises of tho club arc a siippcr» a brief social meeting, and 
a formal session, at which carefully prepared essays on practical topics 
are read, and the reading is followed by a general discussion. Al- 
though the club is organized on a denominational basis, it is widely 
catholic in its spirit, and from time to time the presence and utterances 
of men of all varieties of religious faith have been welcomed. The 
representatives of the local and metropolitan journals are uniformly 
present ; and the public press has given wide currency to papers that 
were considered of special imix>rtance. Its growth in strength and 
usefulness, and its extended reputation, entitle it to be ranked as one 
of the institutions of Essex County, and an institution that exerts no 
small influence for good over the religious communions that are repre- 
sented in it. It holds six meetings a year, usually on tho second 
Monday of alternate months. 

The Salem Baptist Association was formed in 1826, and was then 
composed of nineteen churches, made up of 2,178 members. Its 
first session was held at Lynn in 1828. It now includes twenty-four 
diurchcs, composed of about 4,500 members. The Salem Pastoral 
Union is an organization of thirty-five years* standing, and is con- 
nected with the Salem Baptist Association, its members consisting of 
pastors of the churches composing that associatioo. 

77ie Salem CharUaWe Mechanic Association was oi^ganized Oct. 1, 
1817, and tho Mechanic Hall Corporation in 1839. The former has a 
library and reading-room in tho Mechanic Hall Building. For many 
years, commencing in 1828, this society maintained lecture courses 
under the name of the Mechanic Lyceum. 

77ie Salem Mutual Benefit Association is a mutual life-insurance 
company, as is also a lodge of the Royal Arcanum recently organized 
in the city. The headquarters of the Essex County Odd Fellows* Mut- 
ual Benefit Association are also in Salem. 

T/te Harmony Grove Cetneterj/ Corporation was oiganized in 1889, 
and incorporated in 1840 ; cemetery consecrated Jane 14, 1840. The 
oemetery contains about sixty-five acres, and is beautifully laid out, 
and finely kept. The remains of George Peabody, the philanthrcH 
pist, are here interred. 

Miscdlaneout SodeOee. — The American Assodation for tbe Ad* 
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Tanccmeut of Science has its headquarters in Salenit occupying a 
room on the second floor of the Bunk building* on Central Street. 
Prof. F. W. Putnam is the permanent secretary. The library of this 
association is a very large and valuable one, and its volumes are sent 
all through the country among the leading scientists. The business 
of the association is done almost wholly by mail and express, and few 
people comprehend its wide scope. The Salem Female Charitable 
Society was organized in 1801, and incoqK>rated in 1804; the Sa- 
maritan Society was organized Dec. 10, 1832; the Salem Female Em- 
ployment Society was incorporated May 1, 1867 ; the Seamen's Widow 
and Orphan Association was fonned in 1833, and incorporated in 
1844 ; the Seamen's Orphan and Children's Friend Society organized 
Feb. 25, 1839, and received an Act of incoqioration in 1841. A 
new ** home " has just been completed and oi^ened on Carpenter Street. 
The City Orphan Asylum of Salem Sisters of Charity is the successor 
of the Lfooby Asylum, founded by the late Thomas Looby in 1866. 
It is situated on Lafayette Street, the building being a new one of 
brick, and perfectly adapted for the uses to which it is put. St. 
Peter*s Guild, organized in 1872, is devoted to charitable work, under 
direction of the rector of St. Peter's Church. There are also in the 
city at the present time lodges of the United Order of American Me- 
chanics, Knights of Pythias, Knights of Honor, American Protestant 
Association, United Order of Red Men, and others of lesser note. 



'^t^mummmtLmmi^immtt li m i ' ' ii ' i " i " ■ iV " ■ ■ """ ■ ' ■ » ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 



126 Sl'dch of Salem. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

SKETCH OF TUB COHMEnCIAL HISTORY OF 8ALEM» WITH BIOGRAPHICAL 

NOTICES OF PROMINENT 11EUGHANT8. 

Tlie commercial record of Sa]cm, the most brilliant chapter in her 
history, is yet to be written. The old shipmasters, whoso record is a 
part of that history, are many of them still living among us ; but their 
numbers are gradually diminishing, and before many years nothing 
will be left for the historian to glean from but the written and printed 
page. This history is so full of important events, and so crowded 
with interesting dctiils, that it is not possible in the limits of a single 
chapter to do more than touch, in the briefest manner possible, upon 
some of the salient points. Perhaps the facts here stated may show 
what a wealth of material lies ready to be moulded into shape, and 
induce some chronicler worthy of the theme to undertake the inter- 
esting task of gathering it together for preservation. So, ere it be 
too late, the record may \ie preserved and handed down as a precious 
legacy from Salem of the past to Salem of the future. 

Salem was undoubtedly chosen as a good place for settlement by 
Boger Conant, who describes it as **a fruitful necke of land,* because 
of its harbors and rivers. Situated on a peninsula, with North Eiver 
on one side, and South River on the other, all parts of the town were 
readily accessible by water. Salem was from the first, and of necessity, 
a maritime place. The Iklassachusetts Company that sent John Endi- 
cott to Salem was a trading company, and the Home governor, Mat> 
thew Cradock, writes to Endicott, in 1629, to send as return caigoes 
** staves, sarsaparilla, sumach, two or three hundred firkins of sturgeon, 
and other fish and beaver."* 

The early, long-continued, and staple trade of Salem was in the 
product of the fisheries. The harbor and rivers swarmed with fish* 
and so plenty were they that they were used for manure. From 1629 
to 1740, Winter Island seems to have been the headquarters of the Salem 
fishing trade, and that trade was the staple business of Salem down to 
m much later period. In 1643, the merchants of Salem were trading 
the West Indies, with Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands. 
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Between 1640 and 1650, the commercial career of Salem rcoeiTed 
an impetus, and her vessels made voyages not only to the mother 
country, but to the West Indies, Bermudas, Virginia, and Aniigiuu 
Her wealth was great in proportion to her population, and Josselyn, 
writing in 1664, says, "In this town are some very rich merchants** 
In 16G3, William Hollingworth, a Salem merchant, agrees to send 
one hundred hogsheads of tobacco from the River Potomac by ship 
from Boston to Plymouth in England, the Island of Jersey, or any 
port in Holland, and thence to said island, for £7 sterling per 
ton. 

From 1670 to 1740, the trade was to the West Indies and most 
pai*ts of Euroi>e, including Spain, France, and Holland. From 1686 
to 1G89, inclusive, Salem is trading to Barbadocs, London, Figraly 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Antigua. The great majority of her ves- 
sels are ketches from twenty to forty tons, and carrying from four 
to six men. Only one ship ap^Kars among them, and her tonnage is 
but one hundred and thirty tons. In 161)8-99, registers are taken out 
for two ships of eighty and two hundred tons, a barque, three sloops^ 
and twenty ketches. John Johnson, of Salem, in 1698, "'having for 
nigh three years followed the trade of boating goods,* to and from Bos- 
ton, ** sometimes twice a weeke,** complains to Gov. William Fhipps» 
of the cost of entering and clearing. 

In 1700, the foreign trade of Salem is thus described by Higginson : 
** Dry Merchantable Codfish for the markets of Spain, Portogal and 
the Straits. Refuse fish, lumber, horses and provisions for the West 
Indies. Returns made directly to England are sugar, molasses, cot- 
ton-wool, logwood and Brasiletto wood, for which we depend on thm 
West Indies. Our own produce a considerable quantity of whale and 
fish oil, whalebone, furs, deer, elk and bear skins are annually sent to 
England. We have much shipping here and freights are low."* 

Pfiilip English. — A good type of the Salem merchant of this 
period may be found in Philip English. He came to Sslem befot« 
1670, and in 1675 married the daughter of another Salem nierdisiit» 
Mr. William Hollingworth. In 1676, he is at the Isle of Jotmj, 
commanding the ketch ** Speedwell."* He had so flonrisbcd in 168S 
that he put up a stylish mansion on the eastern comer of Essex and 
English streets. It was one of those ancient mansion-booses fivr 
which Salem was once noted — a venerable, many-gabled, sofid slniet> 
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ore, with projecting stories and porches. Down to 1753 it was known 
as English's great house. It stood until ISdS, long tenantless and 
deserted, and when torn down a secret room was found in the garrct» 
supposed to have been built after the witchcraft furor as a place of 
temporary security in case of a second outcry. 

In 1692y Philip English was at the height of his prosperity. He 
was trading with Bilboa, Barbadocs, St. Christophcr'Sy and Jer8oy» as 
well as with scvcnil French ports. lie owned twenty-one vessels, 
besides a wharf and warehouse on the neck, and fourteen buildings in 
the town. It is probable that his wife was over-clatcd by their pros- 
perity, and forgot her humble friends of former da^ni; for she is 
now called ** aristocratic,'' and the prejudice thus engendered against 
her doubtless led to her being ** cried out" against for witchcraft. 
Both Mr. English and his wife were so accused. From 1694 to 1720, 
Mr. English sends ketches to Newfoundland, Cape Sable or Acadia, 
to catch fish, and sends these (ish to B:irbadoes or other English West 
Indies, Surinam, and Spain. He also had a number of vessels running 
between Salem and Virginia and Maryland. The ketch of those days 
was two-masted, with square sails on the foremast, and a fore and aft 
sail on the mainmast, which was shorter than the foremast. The 
schooner, which gradually supplanted the ketch, first appears in our 
Salem marine about 1720. 

Mr. English was put into Salem jail, so says Felt, in 1725, for 
refusing, as an Episcopalian, to pay taxes for the support of the East 
Church. About 1734 he retired from trade, and in 1735, he was pot 
under guardianship as being clouded in mind. He died in 1736, aged 
about eighty-six years, and was buried in the Episcopal church-yard. 

Ridiard Derby. — About the time that Philip English retired from 
trade we find Richard Derby the master of the sloop ** Banger," about 
to sail from Salem for Cadiz and Malaga. Salem, at this time, has 
about thirty fishing vessels, much less than formerly, and the same 
number which go on foreign voyages to Barbadoes, Jamaica, and other 
West India Islands ; some to the Wine Islands ; others carry fish to 
Spain and Portugal. In 1739, Mr. Derby sails in the ^Rimger" to 
St. Martin*8, and in 1742 he is master and port owner of the * Volant," 
bound for Barbadoes and the French Islands. In 1 757, he retired from 
tlie sea and became a merchant of Salem, relinquishing his vessels to 
Us aont, John and Bicfaard. 
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The commerce in iiiiich ^Ir. Derby was engaged was pursued in 
vessels ranging from fifty to one hundred tons. His vessels, laden 
with fish, lumber, and provistions, cleared for Dominica, or some 
Windward Isle in the British West Indies, and then ran through the 
islands for a market. The returns were made in sugar, molasses, 
cotton, mm, and claret, or in rice and naval stores, from Carolina. 
With the returns fi'om these voyages, assorted cargoes were made of 
oil, naval stores, and the produce of the islands, for Spain and Ma- 
deira; and the proceeds remitted partly in bills on London, and 
partly in wine, salt, fruit, oil, iron, lead, and handkerchiefs, to 
America. The commerce of these daye was bold and advenlurona. 
Few vessels exceeded sixty tons burden, and they were expt>scd nc^t 
only to the dangers of the seas, but also to the buccaneers and French 
and English cruisers. During the French War, from 1756 to 176S» 
Mr. Derby owned several ships, as well as brigantines, carrying eadi 
eight or ten cannon. lie was owner of part of the cannon which Col. 
LfCslie was sent down from Boston by Gen. Gage to capture in 1775. 
lie was born in Salem, Sept. 16, 1712, and died there Not. 9« 
1783. 

Dr. Edward A. Ilolyoke, writing of the commerce of Salem in 
1749, says: — **The commerce of this town was chiefly with Spun 
and Portugal, and the West Indies, especially with St. Eustatia. The 
cod fishery was carried on with success and advantage. The achoon* 
ers w*ere employed on the fishing-banks in the summer, and in the 
autumn were laden with fish, rum, molasses, and the produce of the 
country, and sent to Virginia and &Iaryland, and there spent the win- 
ter retailing their cargoes, and in return brought com and wheat and 
] tobacco. This Virginian voyage was seldom very profitable, but as it 

served to keep the crews together, it was continued till more advan- 
tageous employment offered." 

The commerce of Salem did not receive any decided impetna till the 
close of the Revolutionary War. From that period until the embaigo 
preceding the War of 1812, the commercial prosperity of Sakm waa 
at the zenith. The three most prominent merchants of that period 
were Elias Uasket Derby, William Gray, and Joseph Peabody. Thejr 
owned a large proportion of the shipping of Salem, and their veasela 
penetrated every port and brought homo the offerings of every clime. 
. They made the name of Salem familiar wherever trade penetrated or 

\ V 
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civilizAtion venturcdy and the name of the Salcm merchant a synonym 
for honor, intelligence, and vigor the world orer. 

£Ua8 Ilasket Ikrby. — The second son of Richard Derl>y , Elias 
Basket, was born in Salem, Aug. 16, 1739. At an early age, he 
entered the counting-room of his father, and from 17G0 to 1775 he 
took clmrge of his fathcr^s books and engaged extensively in trade 
with the English and French islands. At the commencement of the 
Bevolutionary War, he had seven sail of vessels in the trade of the 
West Indies. Many of the rich men clung to the mother country, 
but Mr. Derby espoused the cause of the colonists. His trade and 
that of Salcm was ruined by the war. Indignant at the oppressive 
course of Great Britain, Mr. Derby united with his townsmen, and 
Salem fitted out at least 158 armed vessels during the Revolution. 

From 1771 to 1785 the tonnage of Salcm declined, and did not 
revive till the opening of the India trade, when it increased with 
astonishing rapidity, as appears by the following table : — - 

Tonnage of Salem. — In 1768, 7,913 tons ; 1771, 9,223 tons ; 1781, 
8,652 tons; 1791, 9,031, tons ;* 1800. 24,862 tons; 1807 (252 vee- 
•ek), 43,570 tons. 

On the 15th of June, 1784, the barque ** Light Horse" was sent by 
Mr. Derby to St. Petersburg, with a caigo of sugar, and oi)encd the 
American trade with that place. For a short time Mr. Derby sent 
shi^M to Spain and the West Indies; But his daring and venturesome 
spirit was not content to follow only in the footsteps of his predeoee* 
Bors, and he turned his eyes to the Cape of Good Hope and the far- 
distant Indies, and determined to measure his strength with the incoiv 
porated companies of England and France and Holland, which then 
entirely monopolized the commerce of the East. 

In November, 1784, he despatched the ship ** Grand Turk,* of 800 
tons, Capt. Jonathan Ingersoll, on the first voyage from Salem to the 
Gape of Good Hope. Although this voyage was not very successful, 
it gave Mr. Derby an insight into the wants and prices of the Indian 
market, and Nov. 28, 1785, he cleared the same vessel under com* 
maud of Ebenezer West, for the Isle of France, with the purpose to 
visit Canton ; went to the Isle of France, Batavia, and China, and 

* This taXU U froB »Utt of 8«leiii property, rained snd retimied to tbe General 
Oowt. A retom frooA ilie eoMUtm-hofom pota the toonage in 1791 at 14,570 tone, and in 
nMnllVSB 
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returned to Salem in June» 1787» with a cargo of teas* silks, and 
nankeens, making the first voyage from Now England to the Isle 
of France, India, and China. 

In December, 1787, &lr. Derby again despatched his ship ^ Grand 
Turk "on a voyage to the IhIc of France, under the chaige of his son, 
Elias Hasket Derby, Jr. The **Grand Turk" was sold at a great profit, 
and the son remained at the Isle of France until the arrival, about a 
year afterwards, of the ship ** Atlantic," when he proceeded to Sural, 
Bombay, and Calcutta, and first displayed our ensign at those ports* 
He bought at the Isle of France the ship** Peggy,** sent her to Bombay 
for cotton, and then back to Salem, where she Urrived June 21, 1789, 
with the first cargo of Bombay cotton. One of his vessels was the 
first to display the Americsm flag at Siam, and another made the first 
voyage from America to Mocha. 

In February, 1789, lilr. Derby sent, for the first time, the ship 
**Astrea''on a direct voyage to Canton. American ships were now 
following the lead of the ** Grand Turk,** and we find fifteen there in 
1789, five of them belonging to Salem and four to Mr. Dcrliy. In 
1790 he imported into Salem 728,871 pounds of tea. In May, 17SK), 
the brig ** William and Henry," Capt. Benjamin Hodges, owned by 
Gray & Ome, entered this port with a cargo of tea, which waa 
among the first of such cargoes imported in an American bottom. 
When Mr. Derby first engaged in the India trade there were no boinks, 
and he rarely purchased or sold on credit. While his large ships were 
on their voyages to the East, he employed his brigs and schooners io 
making up the assortment for cargoes by sending them to Gottenburg 
and St. Petersburg for iron, duck, and hemp ; to France, Spain, and 
Madeira for wine and lead ; to the West Indies for spirits ; and to 
New York, Philadelphia, and Richmond, for flour, provisions, iron, 
and tobacco. In the brief space of fourteen years, from 1785 to 1799, 
be made 125 voyages, by at least thirty-seven dificrent vessels ; of 
which voyages, forty-five were to the East Indies or China. Among 
the oflGlcers of his ships who were afterwards distinguished, were the 
Hon. Nathaniel Silsbee, late United States senator from Massachusetts, 
and Dr. Nathaniel Bowditch. 

In 1798, the nation appeared to be on the eve of a war with France, 
and was without a navy. John Adams was president, and the adndn* 
istration, in Jiine, 1798, passed an Act authorising the president to 
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accept such vessels as the citizens might build for the national seirlce, 
and pay for them in a six per cent, stock. Subscriptions were opened 
in Salem^ and Mr. Derby and Mr. William Gray each subscribed IIO,* 
000, and William Orne and John Norris, each ISyOOO, and in a brief 
period some $749700 was subscribed. Mr. Euos Briggs, who had 
built many of Mr. Derby's fastest ships, was instructed to build a 
frigate, to be called the ^'Essex.'' The keel was laid April 13, 1799, 
and September 30th following she was successfully launched. She 
proved the fastest ship in the navy, and captured property to the 
amount of two million dollars. Admiral Farragut served on the 
** Essex ** as a midshipman. 

Mr. Derby erected a costly edifice on the site now occupied by 
Derby Square, and laid out walks and gardens from Essex Street to 
a terrace which overhung the South River. This mansion he occupied 
but a few months before his death. Mr. Derby made one more bril- 
liant voyage before he closed his career, although he did not live to 
ascertain its results. Hostilities between France and the United States 
had commenced when Mr. Derby sent a ship of 400 tons, called the 
** Mount Vernon,'' equipped with twenty guns, manned by fifty men, 
and loaded with sugar, to the Mediterranean. The cost of the cargo 
was $43,275. The vessel was attacked by the enemy, but escaped, 
and arrived safely in America with a caigo of silks and wines, and 
realized a net profit of $100,000. Before her arrival, Mr. Derby 
died, Sept. 8, 1799, and left an estate which exceeded a million dol- 
lars, and was supposed to be the largest fortune left in this countiy 
during the last century. 

Among the many eminent merchants of Salem, Mr. Derby should 
be named first. He led the way to India and China, and opened 
for Salem that extensive foreign commerce which will always hold a 
prominent place in her history. 

William Gray. — During Mr. Derby's later years William Gray 
was a prominent merchant of Salem. He was bom in Lynn, June S7, 
17fi0, moved to Salem at an early age, and entered the countiM* 
room of Richard Derby. He became one of the largest ship-ownen m 
Sidem, and followed Uie lead of Mr. £. H. Derby in sending ships to 
Ganton and ports in the East Indies. In 1805, Salem had fifty-four 
ahipe, eighteen barques, seventy-two brigs, and eighty-six schooners, 
five ships building, and forty-ei{^ vessels roond the Cape. In ISOT, 
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sixty shipst seven barques, forty-two brigs* forty schooners, and three 
sloops in the merchant service, and 100 fishermen and schooners ; and 
of these William Gray owned fifteen ships, seven Imrquon, thirteen 
brigs, and one schooner, or one-fourth of the tonnage of the place. 

From 1801 to 1810 inclusive, the duties collected at Salem amounted 
to $7,272,633.31, and these were the years of Mr Gray*s grcateet 
\ activity. Ilis former mansion is now the Essex House* Aboat 

j 1808, he left the Federal party and joined the Democrats, uphold- 

I ing Jcflcrson in the Embargo Act of that year. Party feeling 

I ran high, and Mr. Gray, finding a growing coolness towards him 

V among many of his former associates, left Salem in 1809 and moved 

{ to Boston, where in 1810 and 1811 he was chosen lieutenant-gover- 

nor, and where ho died, Nov. 3, 1825. During his life ho accumulated 
a great property. As a merchant ho was industrious, far-seeing, and 
energetic ; as a citizen, patriotic and public-spirited, and he may well 
be ckissed among Salem*s ** princely merchants.* 
Joseph Pedbody. — Contemporary with Mr. Gray was another emi- 
.. nently successful merchant, Joseph Peabody, who lived to see the 

\ decline of that commercial prosperity to which he had contributed so 

] largely. He was born in Middleton, Dec. 9, 1757, a nd^ du ring the 

J Bevolutionary War ho enlisted on a privateer,, and naade^ his fi rsts 

j cruise in E. H. Derby's ^ Bunker Hill,** and his second in the ^Ban- 

j ger.** In 1782, ho made a trip to Alexandria in the ^Ranger,* as 

second officer; and on his return the vessel was attacked by the 
enemy and Mr. Peabody was wounded. After peace was restored be 
was promoted to a command in the employ of the Messrs. Gardner, 
of Salem, and soon realized a sufficient sum to purchase the veseel 
known as the ^ Three Friends.** He retired from the sea in 1791, 
and engaged actively in commerce. The brig "Three Friends," 
Joseph Peabody, master, entered from Martinioo in June, 1791, 
a cargo of molasses and sugar consigned to Mr. J. Gardner, and 
was probably his last voyage. During the early years of the present 
century he built and owned eighty-three ships, which in every instaoee 
ho freighted himself. His vessels made thirty-eight voyages to Cal- 
cutta, seventeen to Canton, thirty-two to Sumatra, forty-seven to St. 
Petersburg, and thirty to other ports of Europe. He shim>ed at 
different times 7,000 seamen, and advanced thirty-five to the rank of 
master, who entered his employ as boya. 
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Tho disastrous effects of the embargo and war were shown in the 
diminution of vessels in the foreign trade of Salem, from 152 in 1807 
to fifty-seven in 1815. In 1816, forty-two Indiamen had sailed and 
sixteen returned since the war. In 1817, Salem had thirty-two ships, 
two barques, and eighteen brigs in the India trade, and from 1808 to 
1817 the arrivals from foreign ports were 036; which yielded an 
annual average of duties of $378,590. In 1821, 126 vessels were 
employed in foreign commerce, fifty-eight of them in the India trade, 
the largest being the ship ** China,'' H. Putnam, master, 370 tons. 

A few facts relating to tho connection of Mr. Pcabody about this 
time with the China trade are interesting. In 1825 and 1826, the 
"Leander," a little brig of 223 tons, brought into Salem cargoes from 
Canton, which paid duties amounting, respectively, one to $86,847.47, 
and the other to $92,392.94. In 1829, 1830, and 1831, the "* Suma^ 
tra," a ship of only 287 tons, brought cargoes from the same port, 
paying duties of $128,363.13, in tho first case; $138,480.84, in the 
second ; and $140,761.96, in the third, — the five voyages paying duties 
to an aggregate of nearly $587,000. No other vessel has entered 
Salem paying $90,000 in duties. Both brig and ship were owned bj 
Mr. Peabody, and were commanded on each voyage by the same gen- 
tleman, Capt. Charles Roundy, who still lives in Salem, a good type 
of that class of master mariners whoso energy and fearlessness car- 
ried the name of Salem to the remotest ports, and whose uprightness 
and business integrity made that name an honored and respected one 
in those far-off countries. Among the commanders of Mr. Peabody't 
vessels still living in Salem, are Charles Boundy, Oliver Thayer, 
Joseph Winn, Peter Silver, and Thomas M. Saunders. Mr. Peabody 
died at Salem, Jan. 5, 1844. 

John Bertram. — These brief notices of a few of the prominent 
merchants of Salem, should not be closed without some reference to 
the last of their number, whose vessels arrived in her harbor from porta 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope. It is a curious coincidence, that oar 
first merchant, Philip English, is supposed to have been bom on the 
Isle of Jersey, and that our last merchant, John Bertram, first saw 
the light on that same island, Feb. 11, 1796; Mr. Bertram came to 
Salem at an eurly age ; and in December, 1818, we find Um sailing 
from Boston in the schooner * Monkey ** as cabin-boy. He arrived In 
Charleston, S. C, early in 1814, and left there in an Amerieaa 
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priTatcer in March. The privateer vras captured, and he was taken 
to Bermuda and confined in the Bermuda and Barbadoes priaon^hips. 
Having been bom on the Isle of Jersey, and being familiar with the 
French language, he was released, as a Frenchman, after which he 
shipped on an American schooner and started for home, but was again 
taken prisoner, and cajrried to England, where he arrived in Aprily 
1815, after peace had been declared. 

In 1824, with P. I.Parnham and others, Mr. Bertram chartered the 
schooner ** General Brewer," and, in company with Capt. W. B. Smithy 
sailed for St. Helena. When a few days out, he met the brig ** Elizabetbt* 
of Salem, Story, master, bound also for St. Helena. Capt. Story 
came on lM)ard the ** General Brewer," and took tea with Capt. Ber- 
tram ; and each was desirous that the other should not know his det* 
tination. They each announced themselves as bound for Pernambuoo. 
Capt. Bertram suspected, however, that the ** Elizabeth ** was Iraund 
to St. Helena, and he was extremely anxious to arrive there first, and 
dispose of his cargo. As night came on, in order to lighten his vessel, 
he had bis entire deck-load of lumber passed aft and thrown overboard, 
and by crowding on all sail, day and night, he arrived at St. Helena, 
disposed of his cargo, and was coming out of the harbor just at 
the ** Elizabeth** arrived. From St. Helena, Capt. Bertram went to 
Pemambuco, on his way to Salem. After his return home, he pur- 
chased the ** Velocity ," of 119 tons burden, and, with Capt. W. B» 
Smith, Again set sail for St. Helena. He went from there to the (Tape 
of Good Hope, and thence to the Rio Grande and the coast of Pata- 
gonia, at which latter place he remained, engaged in trading for hides, 
while Capt. Smith made trips up and down the coast in the "Velocity." 
After being at Patagonia for some time, Capt. Bertram and Oapi. 
Smith both sailed for Pernambuco in the ** Velocity,** and there found 
Capt. Thomas Downing, of S:ilem, in the brig ^ Combine,** of 188 tons 
burden. They purchased the *" Combine** of Capt. Downing, and 
Capt. Bertram returned in her to Patagonia. Capt. Smith came back 
to Salem in the ** Velocity,** and arrived there in August, 1826, with 
a cargo of '208,291 pounds of beef, consigned to Peter £. Webstar. 
After trading for awhile on the coast, Capt. Bertram returned ts 
Salem in the "* Combine,** arriving Dec 14, 1826. He afterwards 
made another trip to Patagonia in the ^ Combine,** returning to Ssleoa 
in July, 1827, with 135,122 pounds of beef. He was on the oooat of 
for about three years. 
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On his final return to Salcm* the firm of Nathaniel L. Rogers A 
Bros, offered him an interest in the ship ^ Black Warriory"* of 281 
tons burden^ and he sailed in command of her from Salem in Decem- 
ber, 1830, for Madagascar, Zanzibar, and Mocha. Capt. Henry F. 
King, of Salem, was with him on this voyage, serving as his clerk. 
He loaded with a largo quantity of gum-co|)al in bulk, and estab* 
lished a trade there which he has continued to the present time. He 
retumcd from this voyage March 31, 1832. Mr. Bertram was con- 
nected in this business in the early years with Michael Shepard, Na- 
thaniel Weston, and Andrew Ward. 

From 1815 to 1857 ho was trading with Para. He sent, in December, 
1848, one of the first vessels from Massachusetts to California after 
the gold discovery, and the favorable accounts he received from her 
induced him to send three vessels from Salem the next spring with 
full cargoes, and two others shortly after. He also engaged in the 
California trade with Messrs. Glidden & Williams, of Boston. ^Vhile 
Capt. Bertram was engaged in the California trade he built, with oth- 
ers, the ship ** John Bertram,** 1,100 tons, at East Boston, and she was 
launched in sixty days from the time of laying her keel, and in ninety 
da^'s was on her way down Boston harbor with a full cargo on board, 
bound for San Francisco. Although many predicted that a vessel 
built so hastily would not last long, their predictions have not been 
verified, and the ship is still afloat sailing under a foreign flag. She 
sailed for San Francisco on her first Yoyage Jan. 10, 1851. Capt. 
Bertram has been connected with the building and management of 
several railroads in the West. He founded, and has maintained at hh 
own expense, the** Old Men's Home,** and he was largely instrumental 
in establishing the Salem Hospital. As a merchant, he was enterpris- 
ing and energetic ; as a citizen, public-spirited and charitable. His 
name worthily closes the long list of eminent merchants who have 
given Salem a history nnparalleled in the annals of commerce. 

tSalem JferchanU. — Among other prominent Salem merchants, 
were John Turner, who died in 1742 ; Edward Kitchen ; and Thomas 
Lee, who died July 14, 1747. These men followed Philip English. 
The name of Pickman has been intimately connected with the com- 
meroe of S^lem. Benjamin Pickman, who was bom in^ 1706, and 
died in 1 773, was very successfiil as a merchant. His trade was la^geljr 
1^ ibe We^ Timothy Ome, who died July 14, 1767 ; Jo- 



CanUm Trade. 137 



»cph Cabot, who died Not., 1781 ; William Orno, who was born Feb. 
4, 1751, and died Oct 14, 1815; Goorgo Crowninshicid, who was 
born Aug. 6, 1734, and died Juno 17, 1815, and who lived in a bouse 
on the site of the present custom-house ; George Crowninshield, Jr.y 
who was born May 28, 1766, and died Nov. 26, 1817 ; Thomas Fir- 
kins, who was born Apr. 2, 1758, and died Nov. 24, 1830; Nathaoiel 
West, who was born Jan. 31, 1756, and died Dec. 19, 1851 ; Joseph 
Lee, born May, 1744, and died in 1831 ; Pickering Dodge, Gideon 
Tucker, Robert Stone, Dudley L. Pickman, Jerathmael Peiree, Aaron 
Wait, Nathaniel Silsbce, John W. Rogers, Nathaniel L. Rogers, 
Robert Brookhouse, Robert Upton, David Pingree, Tucker Dahnd* 
Michael Shcpard, Stephen C. Phillips, Edward D. Kimball, and 
Charles Hoffman — were all prominently connected with the commeroe 
of Salem, and their individual careers would well repay the labors 
of the biographer. 

The cntcq)rise and vigor displayed by Salem merchants, in seeking 
new ports for trade, is something almost unparalleled. Reynolds, 
who made a tour round the world in the U. S. vessel ^Potomac,* 
writing of Salem, in 1835, says : ** When i^eaco arrived, and our inde- 
pendence was acknowledged, the merchants of Salem wore among the 
first to explore new channels of trade, disdaining to confine themselves 
to the narrow track of a Colonial commerce. With a few erroneous 
maps and charts, a sextant, and * Guthrie's Grammar,' they swept 
round the Cape of Good Hope, exhausted the markets of the Isles of 
France and Bourbon, and pushing onward entered the Straits of Bahel- 
mandcl and secured the trade of the Red Sea. They brought from 
Madras, Calcutta and Bombay the best of their staples, and had their 
choice of the products of Ceylon and Sumatra.* 

Canton Trade.— Tht close of the War of the Revolution, foond the 
merchants of Salem in possession of many laige and fast-sailing vet* 
sels, which had been built for use as privateers. Being too huge to 
be profitably engaged in the coasting-trade, or on the short voyages to 
the ports heretofore visited by Salem ships, their owners determined 
to open to distant countries new avenues of trade, and bring to Salem 
the products of lands lying in the remotest quarters of the globe. 

They boldly entered into competition with that great and powerful 
monopoly, the East India Company, which Queen Elizabeth ineoiw 
porated on the last day of the sixteenth centuiy ; a oompany whoae 
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governor, Joaiah Child, formerly an apprentice, sweeping one of the 
counting-rooms of London, became the possessor of boundless wealth, 
the companion of nobles, and one from whom King Charles IL gra- 
ciously accepted a gift of ten thousand guineas ; a monopoly which 
held in its powerful grasp the whole trade of England with the distant 
East, issuing its edicts from the India House on Leadenhall Street, 
to its subjects in India, commanding them to disregard the votes of 
the House of Commons ; and which, as late as the year 1800, when the 
ship ''Active," of Salem, George Nichols, master, arrived at Liverpool 
from Salem, with a cargo of Surat cotton, compelled her to carry it to 
London and dis]K>se of it from the warehouses of the company in that 
dty. 

Elias Hasket Derby opened the trade with China, and on the 28th 
of November, 1785, cleared the ship ''Grand Turk," Ebenezer West, 
master, for the Isle of Franco, with the purpose to visit Canton. This 
vessel went to the Isle of France and China, and returned to Salem in 
June, 1787, with a cargo of teas, sillu and nankeens, making the first 
voj'age from New England to the Isle of France, India and China. 

In the 3'ear 1790 there were three arrivals from Canton. The 
brig " William and Henty ," Benjamin Hodges, master, 150 tons, in 
May, to Gray & Ome ; the ship "Astrea," James Magee, master, and_ 
Thomas Handasyd Perkins, supercargo, of 330 tons, in June, to 
Eiias H. Derby, with a cargo of tea pa^'ing $27,109.18 as duties; and 
the ship " Light Horse," Ichabod Nichols, master, 266 tons, in June, 
to Elias H. Derby, with a cargo of tea, paying $16,312.98 as duties. 
There is no year when the direct arrivals from Canton numbered more 
than three. The trade at this time must have been unprofitable, for 
Mr. Derby seems to have abandoned it, and we find no further arrival 
from Canton till 1798, when the ship "Perseverance," Richard ^TbeaU 
land, master, enters in April, with a cargo of tea and sugar, to Simon 
Forrester, paying in duties $24,562. 10. The ship *' Elizabeth,** Daniel 
Sage, master, arrived in June, 1799, to William Gray, and the ship 
* Pallas," AVilliam Ward, master, to Samuel Gray, William Gray, and 
Joseph Peabody, with a cargo of tea and sugar, paying a duty of 
$66,927.65, arrived in July, 1800. 

In May, .1802^Jhe ship " Minerva,** M. Folger, master, belooj^^g 
to Clifford Crowninshield and Nathaniel West, entered from Canton, 
and was the first Salem vessel which circumnavigated the globe. 81m 
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sailed roiiiicl Cape Horn, stopped one degree south of Chi1o6» went to 
the Island of Mos-a-Fuera, where she took seals, wintered south of 
Lima, and proceeded to China. She came home round the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

The ship ** Concord,*" Obed Wyer, master, entered from Canton in 
July, 1802, with a cargo of tea, to Gideon Tucker and Pickering 
Dodge, paying a duty of $20,477.53 ; and in April, 1803, the ship 
** Union," Geoi^e Hodges, master, to Ichabod Nichols and thirty-nine 
others, entered with a cargo of tea, pa^'ing a duty of $43,190.79. 
The ship ** Friendship,** William Story, master, arrived from Canton* 
Sumatra, and the Isle of France, in August, 1804, to Jerathmael 
Pcirce, with tea, coffee and pepper, paying a duty of $31,514.19. 
The ship ** Eliza,** William Richardson, master, arrived in May, 1807, 
to Peirco & Wait, and the ship ^ Hercules,** James M. Fair6cld, mas- 
ter, with a cargo of tea and cassia, paying a duty of $45,575,989 
in March, 1808, to Nath:miel West. In April, 1810, the brig 
** Pilgrim,** Charles Pearson, master, arrived to Richard Gardner, and 
the ship ** Hunter,** Philip P. Pinal, master, with a cargo of tea, sugar- 
candy, and cassia, to Jerathmael Peirce, in May, 1810. 

The brig ** Active,** William P. Richardson, master, arrived with a 
cai^o of tea and cassia, consigned to James Cook, and paying duties 
to the amount of alK>ut $32,000. The "^Active" left Salem June 1, 

1810, and went to the Feejee Islands, where she remained till July 96, 

1811. She arrived in Salem March 27th, 1812, 118 days from Can- 
ton. 

The brig ** Canton,** Daniel Bray, Jr., master, arrived in May, 1817, 
from Canton and Marseilles, to Joseph Peabody and Gideon Tucker, 
having |)erformed the voyage to Canton and Europe in eleven months 
and twenty-five days. The ship ** China,** Benjamin Shreve, master, 
cleared for Canton May 24, 1817, and arrived in Salem March 80, 
1818, with a cargo of tea, nankeens and silks, to Joseph Peabody and 
others, and paying a duty of $15,348.56. In January, 1819, the ship 
^ Hercules,** James King, Jr., master, arrived ^ith a cargo of tea and 
sugar, paying a duty of $51,765.49, and consigned to Nathaniel West, 
Jr., and others. The ship ** Osprey,** Stephen Brown, master, arrived 
from Canton, via Boston, in July, 1819, 117 days from Omton, to 
William P. Richardson, and the ship "* Midas," Timothy Endieoti, 
masUr, entered from Canton via Boston, to Pickering Dodge, with a 
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cargo of tea, cloves and sugar* in September, 1819, 143 days from 
GantoQ. In February, 1820, the ship *" Friendship,'' Thomas Meek, 
master, entered from Canton to Pickering Dodge and others, with a 
caigo paj'ing a duty of $21,677.44. 

The brig ** Leander," owned by Joseph Peabody , made three voy- 
ages direct from Canton, entering in March, 1825, in April, 1826, and 
in July, 1829. Charles Boundy was master on the first two voyages, 
and N. Smith on the last ; the cargoes paying duties of $86,847.47, 
$92,392.94 and $84,043.82 respectively. The ship *" China,** H. Put^ 
nam, master, entered from Canton in April, 1825, to Joseph Peabody 
and others, paying a duty of $22,987.82. 

The ship ** Sumatra,** owned by Joseph Peabody, made six voyages 
direct from Canton, entering in April, 1829, in April, 1830, in Octo« 
ber, 1831, in June, 1834, in December, 1836, and in October, 1841. 
Charles Roundy was master on the first four voyages, and Peter Silver 
on the last two^ When returning on the last voyage, Oipt. Silver 
speaks the ship ** Echo,** dismasted, with 140 passengers, bound for 
New York. He could not board the distressed vessel at once, because 
of the storm then prevailing, but lay by until he was able to send his 
boat and supply her with sails and provisions. He took on board hb 
own vessel 24 of the passengers, including several sick ladies, and 
landed them at Holmes* Hole. For the kind and timely assistance 
rendered, Capt. Silver was presented by the passengers with a silver 
pitcher, and each of his mates with a silver cap. 

The ship ** Eclipse,** William Johnson, master, entered from Canton 
in August, 1832, consigned to Joseph Peabody. 

The above-named comprise all the vessels that entered at the Salem 
castom-house direct from Canton, bringing a full cargo of Canton 
goods. There were many other Salem vessels that went there in the 
coarse of their voyages, or that cleared from Salem for Canton and 
returned to other ports. The ship ** St. Paul," Charles H. Allen, 
master, and owned by Stephen C. Phillips, went to China from Ma- 
nila, and on ber return to Salem in Mardi, 1845, brought part of a 
cargo of tea and other merchandise from China. All the direct trade 
from Canton to Salem after 1825, was carried on by Joseph Peabody. 

Among the vessels.tbat cleared, fpr Canton was tiie Bbjp.^JBrutiMj* 
Bicbard Crowninshield, master,. March 7, .17,98. The ship "boT. 
Eodkott,** Benjamin Shreve, master, cleared for Canton, May 5, 
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1819» and experienced a tremendous gale on July 81st, during which 
the whole watch, consisting of the second mate and seven men were 
washed overboard and lost, and her mizzen-mast and rudder were 
can*icd away. She arrived at St. Salvador in a crippled condition on 
the 2Gth of September. 

India Trade. — ^India was visited soon after the close of the Revola- 
tiouary War by Salem vessels. The trade was opened by Elias Hasket 
Derby, and the ship "Atlantic,'' commanded by his son, was the first 
vessel to display the American ensign at Surat, Bombay and Calcutta. 
This was in the year 1788. The ship "Peggy** arrived in Salem June 
21, 1781), with the iirst cargo of Bombay cotton brought to this coun- 
try, consigned to £. H. Derby. The brigantine ** Henry,** Benjamin 
Crowninshicid, master, of 125 tons burden, and manned by eight men, 
arrived at Salem from Madras, Bengal and the Isle of France, con- 
signed to £. H. Derby and John Derby, Jr., January 10, 1791, and 
on May 13, 1793, the ship "Grand Turk," Benjamin Hodges, master, 
of 5G4 tons burden, and owned by E. II. Derby, arrived from Madras 
with 1,031,484 pounds of sugar, 500 bags of saltpetre, 464 pieces of 
redwood, 3,900 hides, 709 bags of ginger, 830 bags of popper, and 
22 chests of tea, the cargo paying a duty ..of .$24^229^. The 
schooner ** Polly and Sally," Geoi^o Crowninshield, master, and con- 
signed to Richard Crowninshield, with sugar, pepper and coffee, 
arrived from Bengal in May, 1794. The brig "Enterprise," William 
Ward, master, entered in August, 1794, from India, consigned to 
William Gray. The ship "Henry," Jacob Crowninshield, master, 
entered from India and Cowes, in November, 1794, to E. H. Derby. 
The ship ** Washington," Benjamin Webb, Jr., master, entered July 
11, 1795, from Calcutta via Boston, with a cargo of sugar to John 
Fisk. The ketch ** Ejiza," Stephen Phillips, master, appears to be the 
first vessel to arrive at Salem direct from Calcutta. She entered 
October 8, 1795, with a cargo of sugar to E. H. Derby. The *Elia* 
cleared from Salem for the East Indies, December 22, 1794, with an 
outward cargo of 48 casks of brandy, 22 barrels of naval stores, and 
106 pairs of silk stockings. 

There were five arrivals from India in 1796. February S3d, the 
brig ** Friendship," George Hodges, master, to Joseph Osgood, Jr., 
from Calcutta ; A pril 18th, the snow *• Peggy," Joseph Hopes, master, 
t«JE.H. Derby, IfomTndia; April 18th, the ship «Jobn,* Jona. 
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Moulton* master, to William Oray, from Calcutta; August 16th, the 
brig "Hind,'* Jona. Hodgos, master, from Calcutta, and September 
20th, the ketch **£liza,'' Stephen Phillips, master, to E.H. Derby, 
from Calcutta. There were four entries from India in 1797. In Maj, 
the bark ^^Essex,** John Ropes, master, to William Ome, from Cal- 
cutta; in May, the ship ** William and Henry," John Beckford, mas- 
ter, to William Gray, from Bengal; in May, the ship ** Benjamin,* 
Bichard Gardner, master, to E. H. Derby, from Calcutta and thejCape 
of Good Hope; and in July, the ship ** Betsey," Nathaniel Silsbee, 
master, from Calcutta and Madras, consigned to Daniel Peiroe and 
Nathaniel Silsbee, with sugar, coffee and pepper, paying a duty of 
$10,753.20. 

During the year 1793 there were nine entries from Calcutta; the 
lai^gest number of entries in any single year. The years 1803 and 
1818 show the same number. The entries, all from Calcutta, were, 
in January, the ship **Bccovery," Joseph Ropes, master, to E. H« 
Derby ; in January, the ship ** Lucia," Thomas Meek, roaster, to Wil- 
liam Gray ; in ilaroh, the bark ** Sally," Benjamin Webb, master, to 
Thomas Saunders & Co. ; in March, the brig " Good Hope," Edward 
West, master, to Nathaniel West; in March, the brig ** Adventure," 
James Barr, Jr., master, to John Norris ; in Maroh, the ship " Betsey,** 
Josiah Ome, master, to Samuel Gray & Co. ; in March, the ship 
*Mary," Nicholas Thorndike, master; in May, the ship "Sally," 
Josiah Obear, master ; and in July, the ship " Belisarius," John Crown- 
inshield master, to Geoige Crowninshield & Sons, with a cargo of 
sugar, 10,767 pounds of sugar-candy, and 118,215 pounds of coffee, 
from Calcutta and the Isle of France. 

There were but two entries in 1799. The ship " SecoTery," Joseph 
Hopes, master, entered May 7th to E. H. Derby. This vessel had 
touched at Mocha on her outward passage, and displayed the Ameri- 
can flag for the first time at that port. The ship "Ulysses," Josiah 
Ome, master, entered July 10th, to William .Gray. Both entries 
were from Calcutta. The above-named vessels comprise all that 
arrived from India prior to the year 1800. 

The limits of this chapter will not permit a full list of the snbee- 
qnent entries, but the names of a few are given as showing the Salem 
merchants and shipmasters engaged in this trade. The ship " Active," 
Timothy Bryant, master, with a cai^ of 180,000 pounds of cotton 
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to Br}'ant & Nichols, entered firom Bombay in Angust, 1800. The 
ship ** Vigilant," James Clemmons, master, entered from Bomlmy in 
February, 1801, with a caigo of cotton to Simon Forrester. The bark 
** Eliza," Benjamin Lander, master, entered from Calcutta in July* 
1801, with a cargo of sugar and other merchandise to Joseph White. 
The ship ** Hazard," Henry Tibbetts, master, entered from Calcutta in 
May, 1802, with sugar, cigars, and cordage to John and Richard 
Gardner, paying a duty of $16,298. 

The brig ** Sally," William Ashton, master, entered from Calcutta 
in February, 1803, to Jacob Ashton & Co., with a cargo of sugar 
paj'ing a duty of $10,631.54. The ship ** Lucia," Solomon Towna, 
master, entered from Calcutta in August, 1804, with a cargo of sugart 
indigo, and cheroots, to William Gray and others, and paying a duty 
of $24,001.08. 

The ship ** Argo," Stephen Field, master, entered from Calcutta in 
March, 1805, with a cargo of sugar to Philip Chase and others, and 
paying a duty of $32,799.47. The ship "Mary Ann," Edward Nor- 
ris, master, entered from Calcutta in April, 1806, with a cai^ oon- 
signed to John Norris, and paying a duty of $14,797.68. The ship 
"Franklin," Timothy Wellman, 3d, master, entered from Calcutta in 
October, 1806, with a caigo of sugar to Joseph Peabody, and paying 
a duty of $19,734.60. The ship ** Friendship," Israel Williams, maa- 
ter, entered from Madras in November, 1806, with a cargo of popper, 
coffee, and indigo to Peuroe A Wait, paying a duty of $21,093.21. 
The sbij)** Exeter," Thomas B. Osgood, master, entered from Bengal 
in October, 1807« with 356,043 pounds of cotton, 11,141 of indigo, 
and 80,731 of sugar, paying a du^ of $16j331.21, and consigned to 
Benjamin Pickman, Jr. 

The ship ** Union," William Osgood, master, entered from Calontta 
in September, 1811, with a cargo to Stephen Phillipe, and paying m 
duty of $26,408.23. The ship **Bestitution," Darid D. Pulsifer, 
master, entered from Calcutta in October, 1812, with a cargo to 
Simon Forrester, and paying a duty of $51,526.33. The brig * Csn^ 
Tan," Augustine Heard, master, entered from Calcutta in Maidit 
1813, with a cargo to Hckering Dodge, paying a duty of $26,975. 
The bark ** Patriot," Nathan Fiye, master, entered from Odcntta in 
March, 1816, to John H. Andrews.. 

In October, 1816, forty-two Teasels had cleared for India dnee tlia 
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dose of the war of I8I29 and sixteon of them carried out three mil- 
lion bard dollars. The ship ** Malabar," Josiah Ome, master* entered 
from Bomltay in June, 1817, with a cargo of cotton and {Mapper to 
John W. Rogers, paying a duty of $18,769.40. The ship ** Endeav- 
our,** Timothy Bryant, Jr., master, entered in September, 1817, to 
Dudley L. Pickman. The brig " Alexander,** David A. Ncal, master, 
entered from Bombay in September, 1817, with cotton to Jonathan 
Neat. 

The ship *'Gentoo,'' Nathaniel Osgood, master, entered from Cal- 
cutta in June, 1818. The cargo of this vessel, as was often the case 
with large vessels sent on distant vo^'ages, was the property of a large 
numl>er of persons. It consisted principally of sugar and cotton, 
and the consignees were Pickering Dodge, Nathaniel Silsliee, Francis 
and George Lee, John Belknap, Francis Quarlcs, Samuel P. Gardner, 
Baker & Ilodges, Henry Pickering, John Derby, Philip & A. Chase, 
Samuel G. Derby, John W. Sogers, John Stone, Humphrey Dever- 
eux, Nathaniel Osgood, and Samuel G. Perkins. The whole duty 
paid was $29,270.55. The brig "Lawry,'' John Holman, master, 
entered from Calcutta in May, 1820, to John Derby, and paying a 
duty of $20,693.99. 

The brig ** Naiad,** Nathaniel Osgood, master, arrived from Calcutta 
in January, 1821, with a cargo to Pickering Dodge, paying a duty of 
about $24,000. The ship ** Aurora," Robert W. Gould, master, 
arrived from Siam in January, 1823, with a cargo of popper and 
coifee to Willard Peele. The brig ** Ann,** Charles Millett, master, 
arrived from Bombay, in November, 1825, to Henry Prince. The 
brig ** Reaper,** J. F. Brookhouse, master, entered from Bombay In 
February, 1830, consigned to Robert Brookhouse. The brig ** Nereua,** 
Thomas Farley, master, entered from Bombay in April, 1830, con- 
signed to John W. Rogers. The ship ~ Catherine,** Joseph Winn, 
Jr., entered from Calcutta in October, 1831, consigned to Joseph 
Peabody. The brig ** Quill,** S. I. Shilkber, master, entered from Bom- 
bay in October, 1832, consigned to N. L. Rogers A Brothers. The 
brig ** Cherokee,** W. B. Smith, master, entered from Bombay in Feb- 
ruary, 1837, consigned to Michael Shepard. The ship " William and 
Heniy,* Chariea H. Fabens, master, entered from Bombay in 8ep> 
tember, 1839, consigned to David Fingree. 

In 184S, there were three entries finom Calentta. The ahip 
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• Qcn. nnrrison,* W. Lccraw, roaster, in February ; the ship " Iimuio 
nicks," Newell, roaster, ia September; and the ship* New Jersey ,*• 
Barry, master, in December ; all with cargoes consigned to Francis 
Peabody. The last entry at Salem from ports in India was that of 
the bark ** Brenda,** II. Bridges, master, in August, 1845, with a 
cargo of pepper and cordage to Michael Shcpard, paying a duty of 
$31,793.65. 

A detailed history of these India voyages could not fail to be ioter- 
esting, and would contain many thrilling accounts of the perils of the 
sea. In^anuary, 1788, the ship ** Juno," Henry Elkins, master, and 
owned by E. H. Derby, cleared for the East Indies, and when fortjr 
hours out was found to bo sinking. Every eifort was made to free 
her, but without success, and in twenty minutes she went down. 
The crew escaped in one of the ship's boats, and were picked up and 
taken to Demerara. In 1793, tlie ship ** Astrea,** on a trading royage 
from Madras to Pegu, was seized by the king of the latter place as a 
transport for stores to his army in Siam, who had gone thither to 
attack its forces. Capt. Gibant and his second mate were detained as 
hostages for the performance of the voyage. In March, 1802, the 
ship ** Howard," Benjamin Bray, master, from Calcutta, was lost at 
Grapevine Cove, Gloucester. The captain, second mate, and two 
seamen were drowned. On Thursday, Oct. 28, 1819, the brig 
**Naind,'' Nathaniel Osgood, master, arrived at Salem from Calcutta, 
with a cargo consigned to Pickering Dodge. On. the Monday night 
previous the "Naiad ** was struck by lightning, and the second mate^ 
Mr. William Griflcn, of Salem, was instantly killed. He was on the 
maintopsail yard at the time, and on being struck fell into the water 
with his clothes on fire. The first mate was knocked down, and one 
of the men severely injured. The vessel received but trifiing damage. 
From the year 1800 to 1842, inclusive, only the years 1809, *U, 
'15, *38, *39, and *41 passed without an entry at Salem from some of 
the ports of India. The whole number of entries during that period 
from Calcutta were 115, the years 1805, '6 and 7 showing 17, and the 
years 181C, 17 and '18 showing 21. There were twenty entries from 
Bombay during the same time ; six from Bengal ; six from Madras ; 
three from Siam ; and two from Ceylon. During the periods from 
1802 to 1807, and from 1816 to 1822, there was the greatest activity 
in the Calcutta taOm. 
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From 1816 to 1840 the Salem trade with Calcutta was mainly caxw 
ried on by Joseph Pcabody. He was the owner of the famous ship 
**Gcoi^et'' which made voyages between Salem and Calcutta with the 
regularity of a steamer. The " Geoi^ ^ was built in 1814, fur a 
privateer, by an association of ship^arpenters, who were thrown out 
of employment by the war of 1812. Peace came on before she was 
sold, and Capt. Peabody bought her for $16 per ton. She measured 
828 tons, and was a full-rigged ship. The **Geoige'' made twenty 
voyages to Calcutta between 1815 and 1837. She saQed from Salem 
ifay 23, 1815, on her first voyage, and arrived home June 18, 1816, 
109 days from Calcutta. The length of her voyages was surpiis* 
ingly regular, var}'iug but a few days in all her passages between 
Calcutta and Salem. She sailed from Salem Aug. 5, 1836, on her 
last voyage, reaching Salem ou her return May 17, 1837, 111 days 
from Calcutta. Her commanders were William Haskell, Thomas 
West, Samuel Endicott, Thomas M. Saunders, Jonathan H. Lovett, 
Jr., and Benjamin Baldi, Jr. Her supercaigoes were Daniel H« 
Mansfield, Ephraim Emmerton, Jr., Geoige W. Endicott, Samuel 
Endicott, Samuel Barton, and James B. Briggs. Her cargoes paid in 
duties $651,743.32. After her last voyage to Calcutta she was sold 
to Jefferson Adams and Caleb Smith, and went to Bio Janeiro, where 
she was condemned, about Jan. 12, 1838. Mr. Peabody imported 
from Calcutta, between 1807 and 1840, about 1,050,000 pounds of 
indigo, of which the ship " George * brought, in seventeen voyageSt 
755,000 pounds. 

Batavia Tnde. — In the Indian Ocean, near the island of Sumatra, 
lies the island of Java, and here again Salem vessels were the first 
to display the American ensign. There was quite an extensive tiadtt 
with this island in the early days of Salem*s commerce. Of the 
seventy-two arrivals from Batavia, between the years 1796 and 18559 
thirty-five were previous to the year 1807, and seventeen during the 
years 1817, '18, 19, and '20. From 1806 to 1816 there was no 
arrivaL 

The brig * Sally,* Benjamin Webb, master, cleared for Batavia, 
Sept. 80, 1795, and entered from the same place Sept. 6, 1796, with 
a cargo of pepper and sugar to Thomas Saunders A Co. The scboopsc 
*PMty," Edwsrd West, master, cleared for BaUvia Sept. 26, 17*5, 
with wfaie, brandy, gin, tobacco, lead, and iron, and entered fkosi 
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that plnce* on her return, Oct. 3* 1796, with popper and sugar, coo- 
signed to Nathaniel West. The hark ** Vigilant," John Murphy, mas- 
ter, entered in Febniaiy, 1797, with 238,746 pounds of coflee, and 
108,604 pounds of sugar, consigned to Simon Forrester. The brig 
** Eunice," Enoch Sweet, master, entered in July, 1797, with coffee, 
sugar, and popper, to Geoi^ Dodge and others. The brig ^Star," 
John Burchmore, master, entered in November, 1797, to John Norria 
& Co. Tlie baric "Eliz:!," Gamaliel Hodges, master, entered in Feb- 
ruary, 1798, and again in Decomlior, 1799, to Joseph White. The 
brig "Olive Branch," Jonathan Lambert, Jr., master, entered in 
1798, consigned to Ashton & L:imbert. The ship "Friendship,* 
Israel Williams, master, entered July 4, 1798, with 301,687 pounds 
of cuflce, and 111,087 pounds of sugar, to Peirce & Wait, and pay- 
iug a duty of $18,376.13. The brig " Exchange," William Richard- 
son, master, entered in August, 1798, to Ezekiel H. Derliy. The 
ship "llazen," Jonathan Jlodges, master, entered in August, I7989 
consigned to William Orno. The ship "Franklin," James Dcvereuz* 
master, entered in October, 1801, with 315,742 pounds of coffee, 
164,699 of pepper, and 155,797 of sugar, consigned to Joseph Pei^ 
bod^s and paying a duty of $29,709.40. The same vessel, with the 
same master and consignee, entered in March, 1804, and May, 1805. 

The ship "Margaret," Samuel Derby, master, entered in June, 
1802, with coffee and other merchandise, eonsigned to John Derby 
and Benjamin Pickman. The "Margaret" cleared for Sumatra Nov. 
19, 1800, with $50,000 in specie, twelve casks of Malaga wine, and 
two hogsheads of bacon. She left Salem Uarbor on the 25th <tf 
November, and anchored in Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, Feb. 4, 
1801. Leaving Table Bay February 10, she reached Bencoolen 
Beads, Sumatra, on the 10th of April, 136 days from Salem. With* 
out stopping to trade at Sumatra, the vessel proceeded to Batavia, 
arriving there on the 25th of April. While at Batavia, Oapt. Derby 
made a bargain with the Dutch East India Company to take the 
annual freights to and from Japan ; and left for that pkee with bis 
cargo June 20, 1801. 

The "Margaret" arrived at the port of Nagasaki July 19, being 
obliged to fire salutes, and dress the. vessel with flags, before enteiw 
ing port. Mr. Oeoige Cleveland, who was clerk for Gapt. Derby, 
gives an interesting description of hb visit to the city of NagasakL 
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*In the first place,** he says, * we went to Facquia's, an eminent staff 
merchant. Uere we were entertained in such manner as we little 
exi)ectcil. We had set before us, for a repast, pork, fowls, meso, 
eggs, boiled fish, sweetmeats, cake, various kinds of fruit, and sackj, 
and tea. The lady of the house was introduced, who drank tea with 
each of us, as b the custom of Japan. She appeared to be a modest 
woman. The place we next visited was a temple, to which we 
ascended from the street, by at least two hundred stone steps. Ad- 
joining this was the burying-ground. We went next to the glass- 
house, which was on a small scale ; thence to a lac-ware merchant's, 
where we were entertained with great hospitality. Thence we went 
to a tea-house, or hotel, where we dined. After dinner, we were 
entertained with various feats of dancing and tumbling. Towards 
dark, we returned to the island, and so great was the crowd in the 
streets to see us pass, that it was with difBculty that we could get 
along. The number of children we saw was truly astonishing. The 
streets are narrow, and at the end of every street is a gate, which is 
locked at night. The houses are of two stories, built of wood. 

** The Japanese observed one fast when we were there. It was in 
remembrance of the dead. The ceremonies were principally in the 
night. The first was devoted to feasting, at which they fancy their 
friends to be present; the second and third nights the graves are 
lighted with paper lamps, and, situated as they are on the side of a hill, 
make a most brilliant appearance. On the fourth night, at three o'clock, 
the lamps are all brought down to the water, and put into small straw 
barques, with paper sails made for the occasion, and, after putting in 
rice, fruit, &c., they are set afloat. This exhibition was very fine. 

**A8 the time was approaching for our departure, we began to 
receive our returns from the interior, brought many hundred miles. 
These consisted of the most beautiful lacquered ware, such as waitert* 
writing-desks, tea-caddies, knife-boxes, and tables. We also received 
a great variety of silks, fans in large quantities, and a great variety of 
porcelain. The East India Company's cargo had already been put on 
board. The principal article was copper in small ban. The com- 
pany's ships have been obliged to take their departure from the 
anchorage opposite Nagasaki on a certain day to the lower roads, so 
matter whether it blew high or low, fair or foul, even if a thousand 
boats should be required to tow them down. We, of oourae, had to 



Batavia Trade. 1^ 



do as our predecessors lind done. Early in November, we went to 
this nuchorage* and remained a few days, when we sailed for Batavia, 
where we arrived safely after a passage of a month." 

This account is interesting, because the **Maipiret* was the first 
Salem vessel, and the second American vessel, to visit Japan. The 
ship *" Franklin," of Boston, commanded by Capt. James Devercux, 
of Salem, was the first American vessel which traded with JapaOt 
having been employed to make the same voyage as the ** Margaret,* 
two years previously. Commercial intercourse was not opened with 
Japan till half a century later; the American treaty, the result of 
the expedition, under Commodore Perry, which opened her ports to 
the world, being dated March 31, 1854. Previous to this time, all 
the trade with Japan was in the hands of the Dutch, who were obliged 
to submit to the grossest indignities. 

The ship ** Henry,** John Barton, master, entered from Batavia in 
July, 1802, to John Derby and Benjamin Pickman. The ship 
** Herald,** Zachariah F. Silsbee, master, entered in May, 1804, to 
Nathaniel Silsl>ee. The brig ** William,* arrived Aug. 31, 1802, con* 
signed to Jonathan Mason. She lost her captain, John Felt, and her 
mate, by sickness, during the voyage. The ship ** Mary and Eliza," 
Nathaniel Ilathorne, master, arrived in October, 1804, with cuflee, 
nutmegs, sugar, and mace, to Joseph White. The bark **Georgo» 
town," George Ropes, master, arrived in April, 1806, to Stephen 
Phillips. The ship ** Henry," Benjamin Russell, master, arrived in 
May, 1806, to Edward Russell and others. The ship "* Hercules* 
made two voyages, entering in March, 1816, and ^larch, 1817, to 
Nathaniel West, commanded on the first voyage by Edward West, 
and on the second by James King, Jr. The ship ^^Erin," Nathan 
Cook, master, entered in November, 1819, to Henry Pickering. The 
brig ** Franklin," John White, master, entered in September, 1820, 
to Stephen White. The brig ** Roscoe,* J. M. Ropes, master, entered 
in August, 1827, to Charles Saunders. The bark "* Henry ,"* B. 
Wheatland, master, entered in December, 1835, consigned to Samud 
Cook and others. 

The ship ** Union,* William Osgood, master, from Pulo Penang, 
with a cargo of pepper and tin, consigned to Stephen Phillips, waa 
cast away on the north-west point of Baker^s Island Feb. 24, 1810, 
during a snowstorm, and lost, with moat of her cargo. • 
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The brig * Javay* Nathaniel Osgood » master, from Batavia, went 
ashore on the bar off Natisety Capo Cod, on tho night of February 9, 
18329 in A snowstorm. The crew narrowly escaped, in the boats. 
The cargo, consisting of 585,000 pounds of coffee, 13,500 pounds of 
nutmegs, and 94,000 pounds of block-tin, was owned by Jonathan 
Neal. The vessel was a total wreck. 

The ship " Sumatra," Peter Silver, master, made two voyages from 
Batavia, arriving at Salem in September, 1842, and August, 1848, 
consigned to Joseph Peabody. Capt. Silver had a strange experience 
on one of these voyages. He sees a vessel in distress, and, bearing 
down, finds her to be the bark ^^Kilmars," of Glasgow, with no per^ 
son on deck except a female, who seems almost frantic. He sends a 
boat and brings her on board. She was about eighteen years old, 
and wife of the commander of the bark. Two months before, the 
vessel had sailed from Batavia, with a cargo of sugar for Europe. 
The crew, shipped at Batavia, were many of them discharged con- 
victs. The captain received an intimation that the crew contemplated 
obtaining possession of the vessel, and, when it became certain that 
such was their intention, he charged the ringleader with the design, 
and, in tho altercation that followed, shot and wounded him. He 
then succeeded in confining the crew in different parts of the vessel, 
and endeavored, with the help of two boys, to navigate his vessel 
back to Batavia. In the early morning, before the vessel was dis- 
covered by Capt. Silver, the captain with tho two boys had started in 
a boat for the shore to procure help. The captain's wife, finding her 
husband missing, was fearful that he had been killed by the mutineert, 
but she found that they were still confined. Dreading lest they would 
soon break out, she took her stand on the rail, determined to throw 
herself overboard if they regained the deck. Only twenty minutes 
after she was taken from the ^^Kilmars," the crew broke out, took 
charge of the vessel, and made sail. In order to avoid a collision, 
Capt. Silver steered away from the vessel, and arrived at Batavia, 
where he placed the lady under the charge of the Dutch Oovemment. 
The "Kilmars" subsequently reached Angier, where the authoritiea 
took possession of her, and adopted measures for the trial of her crew. 
The captain and the boys were picked up in the Straits of Sunda. 
Anxiety and overwork had made him partially insane. When he left 
his vessel be had expected to be able to return at once with help. 
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Tho ship " Rome," Nathaniel Brown* mftster, arrived from Batavia 
in Dccembcry 1842, consigned to B. W. Stone. The lart arrivaU in 
our harbor from Batavia* were the baric ** Buckeye,* in August, 1858, 
and the baric ** Witch," in November, 1855, both consigned to Edward 
D. Kimball. 

Sumatra Trade. — Salem sent the first vessel that ever sailed direct 
from this country to Sumatra, and a Salem captain commanded the 
last American vessel that brought a cargo of pepper from that island. 
In the year 1793, Capt. Jonathan Games, of Salem, being at the port 
of Bencoolcn, learned that pepper grew wild on the north-westem 
coast of Sumatra. ' On his return to Salem he made known his dis- 
covery to Mr. Jonathan Peele, who immediately built a schooner, and 
gave Games the command. The vessel was called the ** Rajah,** and 
was of 130 tons burden, carrying four guns and ten men. In 1795 he 
set sail for Sumatra, the destination of the vessel and the object of 
the voyage being kept a profound secret. Tho ** Rajah" cleared at 
Salem, Nov. 3, 1795, for India, having on board 2 pipes of brandy, 
58 cases of gin, 12 tons of iron, 2 hhds. of tobacco, and 2 boxes of 
salmon. The vessel was absent eighteen months, during which tinole 
her owner, Mr. Pcele, had no tidings from her. At last she enters 
Salem harbor, with a cargo of pepper in bulk, the first to be so im« 
ported into this country. This caigo was sold at a profit of seven 
hundred per cent. Such an extraordinary Toyage created great excite- 
ment among the merchants of Salem, and they were all anxious to 
discover in what part of the Eastern world the cargo had been pro- 
cured. But the matter still remained a secret. Gapt. Games was 
preparing for another vo^^age ; and the Salem merchants, determined 
if possible to penetrate the mystery, despatdied several vessels to the 
port of Bencoolen, where it was known Games got his first knowledge 
of the trade. They were not successful, however, and had to make 
up their voyages in some of the ports of India. But the secret voy- 
ages to Sumatra did not long continue. By the first of the present 
century the mystery was penetrated, and the whole ground open to 
competition. 

The brig "Rajah "* made several voyages to Sumatra under command 
of Gapt. Games, entering at Salem in October, 1799, with 158,544 
pounds of pepper, and in Jnly, 1801, with 147,776 pounds, the last 
time consigned to Jonathan ft Willard Pads. 
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The firm of George Crowninshidd & Sont tvere largely engnged in 
the early Sumatra trade. The ship ** BclisariuSy" Samuel Skerry, Jr., 
master, made several voyages for this firm, entering at Salem in July, 
1801, with 320,000 pounds of pepper, in July, 1802, with 806,542 
pounds, and in September, 1803, %vith 276,459 pounds. The ship 
"America " made two voyages, commanded by John Crowninshield on 
the first, and Jeremiah Briggs on the second, and entering in Novem- 
ber, 1801, with 815,792 pounds of pepper, paying a duty of $53,- 
842.27, and clearing January 2, 1802, on the second voyage, return- 
ing in October, 1802, with 760,000 pounds, paying $50,031.76. The 
ship ** Concord," Jonathan Games, master, made two voyages, enter- 
ing in November, 1803, and in August, 1805. The ship ** John,* 
John Dodge, master, entered in October, 1807, and the ship ** Fame,"* 
Holten J. Breed, master, in April, 1812, with 623,277 pounds of 
pepi>er, paying a duty of $37,396.62, consigned to this firm. 

Joseph Peabody entered upon this trade early. Among his vessels 
were the ship ^^Cincinnatus," John Endicott, master, which entered in 
September, 1803, with 307,824 pounds of pepper ; and in November, 
1807, commanded by William Haskell, with 347,000 pounds. The 
ship ** Franklin," Samuel Tucker, master, which entered in September, 
1810, with 539,585 pounds. The ship "* Janus," John EndiootI, 
master, which entered in December, 1809, with 537,989 pounds, and 
in December, 1810, with 547,795 pounds. The **Janns" sailed from 
Salem April 1, 1810, and arrived at the Vineyard on her return, 
November 26, 1810, making one of the shortest voyages ever made 
from Salem to Sumatra and back. These were among Mr. Peabody^s 
early voyages. He continued the trade until about the time of death, 
in 1844. The ship ** Sumatra," Peter Silver, master, which entered in 
July, 1838, and the ship **Eclipse," George Whitmarsh, master, which 
entered in February, 1840, in February, 1841, and in December, 1842, 
and the ship ** Lotos," Benjamin Balch, Jr., master, which entered ia 
November, 1841, were among the later voyages. 

Abel Lawrence & Co. were the consignees of the brig " Geoi^pe _ 
Washington," Timothy Biyant, master, which entered in November, 
1803, and of the ship "Putnam," Nathaniel Eowditcb, master, whidi 
entered in December, 1803, with 425,000 pounds of pepper, and 42,- 
000 pounds of coffee, from Sumatra and the Isle of France, and pay* 
ing a duty of $27,634.67. Capt. Bowditch afterwards became die- 
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tinguiidicil for bin mathematical works, aud achieved a world-wide 
repiitiitioii by bis treatises on navigation. 

The ship ** Good IIo|)c,** George Cleveland, master, entered in 
Jauuary« 1805« consigned to Nathaniel West. The ship ** Freedom,"* 
John Reithy master, in January, 1805, consigned to Jonathan & Wil* 
lard Poelo. Tlio bark ** Eliza," Joseph Beadle, master, entered ia 
August, 1806, consigned to Joseph White & Co. The ship ** Union,"* 
George Pcirco, master, entered in October, 1806, consigned to Ste* 
phcn Phillips, with 465,271 pounds of pepper, paying a duty of $28,- 
506.26. The ship **£lhBa,** James Cook, master, entered in October, 
1807, with 1,012,148 pounds of i)epi>er, consigned to James Cook, 
and paying a duly of $66,903.90. The ship ** Herald," Z. F. SiUl>ee, 
master, entered in Dccemlier, 1809, consigned to James Dcvereuz. 
The bark ^'Active,*' William P. Richardson, master, entered in Deceni- 
ber, 1809, cous^igned to John Dodge, Jr. The bark "^Carael,** Ilolteii 
J. Breed, master, entered in July, 1816, consigned to William Sila- 
bee. The bark ** Eliza and Mary," Nathaniel Griffen, master, coo* 
signed to William Fettyplace, entered in Ai)ril, 1823. The brig 
** Jane," Thomas Saul, master, entered in November, 1823, consigned 
to Willard Fecle. The brig ** Persia,** Moses Endicott, master, in 
July, 1824, with 160,000 ]K>unds of pepper to Dudlejr L. Pickmaiu 
The ship ** Friendship,** Charles M. Endicott, master, entered in July^ 
1831, consigned to William Silsbce, and the ship * Deliibos,*' James 
D. Gillis, master, entered in October, 1831, consigned to Z. F. Sile- 
bee aud others. The bark **^Ialay,** J. B. Silsbee, master, entered la 
November, 1836. The bark " Bumoo,** C. S. Huntington, master, in 
April, 1842, consigned to Z. F. Silsbee. 

David Pingree was the consignee of the ship ** Caroline Augosta,** 
which entered in August, 1842, and in November, 1845. She 
commauded on the first voj^age by E. D. Winn. Tucker Daland 
the consignee of the brig "Lucilla,** which entered in June, 1842, and 
in November, 1846. U. W. Perkins was master on the first voyage, 
and D. Marshall on the second. This was the last vessd to arrive at 
Salem from the coast of Sumatra. 

The trade with Sumatra was, at one time, mainly carried on bj 
Salem merchants, and a large proportion of the pepper consumed* 
was distributed to all countries from the port of Salem. From the 
year 1799 to 1846 inclusive, but five yeara (1818, '14, 15, *SS and 
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*87) passed without an entry at Salem from the Island of Sumatnu 
During that period there were 179 arrivals, the years 1809, *10 and 
*23 showing tea each, the lai^est num1>er in any single year. 

Althou<rh the direct trade between Salem and Sumatra ceased in 
1846, Salem vessels and Salem shipmasters were engaged in it until a 
much later date. The last Salem vessel on the coast was the ship 
^'Australia,*' J. Dudley, master, owned by Stone, Silsbee & Pickman. 
She was there in 1860. There is no direct trade to-day between the 
United States and Sumatra. Capt. Jonathan Games, of Salem, com- 
manded the first American vessel that ever procured pepper from the 
Island of Sumatra, and a Salem captain was master of the last Amer- 
ican vessel that visited that coast. The bark * Tarquin," Thomas 
Kimball, master, and William F. Jelly, mate, both of Salem, arrived 
at New York in 1867, and this arrival closed the American trade with 
the Island of Sumatnu The ** Tarquin ** was owned by John L. Gard- 
ner, of Boston. 

The energy and fearlessness of our early navigators was something 
almost marvellous. In vessels of but one hundred and fifty tons they 
boldly sot sail for ports never before visited by Americans, and with- 
out chart or guide of any kind, made their way amid coral reefs and 
along foreign shores. Even as late as 1831, when a United States 
vessel was despatched to the bland, no chart of the coast could be 
found in the possession of the government. The U. S. frigate * Po- 
tomac* sailed for the East Indies in 1831, and in the journal of her 
voyage it is stated that it was the original intention of the commander 
to prepare charts and sailing directions for the guidance of other mar- 
iners, but that "this duty has been much more ably performed than it 
could have been with our limited materials. For this important ser- 
vice our country is indebted to Capt. Charles M. Endlcott and James 
D. Oillis, of Salem, Blassachusetts. The former, who was master of 
the * Friendship,* when she was seized by the Malays at Quallah- 
Battoo, has been trading on this coast for more than fifteen years, 
during which period he has, profitably for his country, filled up the 
delays incidental to a pepper voyage, by a careful and reliable survej 
of the coast, of which no chart was previously extant which could be 
relied on. Capt. Endieott has since published the result of his labors 
in a well executed chart, which comprises all that portion of the coast 
which is Included between Sinkel, in <<> IS' and 4P W north. Acto- 
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atcd by a like commendable zeal for the commercial iotercsU of hit 
native country, Capt. Gillia baa extended the sunreya to latitude 5^ 
north, and published an excellent chart, accompanied also with sailing 
directions. These are important acquisitions to our knowledge of this 
coast, and will increase the security of our merchants and mariners. 
We gladly* embrace this opportunity to acknowledge our obligations to 
both these gentlemen for much valuable information and many inteiw 
esting facts."* 

Salem, therefore, was not only the first at Sumatra, but the first to 
make it safe for others to follow her lead, and as long as American 
vessels visited the coast their commanders were provided with copies 
of the charts prepared by these Salem shipmasters. 

The dangers of the coral reefs were not the only ones our mariners 
had to contend with. The natives of the island were cruel and 
treacherous, and ready to commit any atrocity for the sake of plun- 
der. While the ship "Friendship,** Charles M. Endicott, master, lay 
at Qunllah-Battoo, she was attacked by the native Malays. The 'first 
mate, Charles Knight, was killed, and sevend of the seamen wounded. 
Capt. Endicott was ashore at the time, receiving the pepper to be soot 
on board. Observing something unusual in the conduct of thoss 
aboard the ship, Capt. Endicott determined to return to her at oncSy 
but hardly had he started with his men when crowds of Malays began 
to assemble on the banks of the river, brandishing their wea|M)ns and 
otherwise menacing him. At the same time three Malay boats, with 
forty or fifty men each, came out of the river and pulled toward the 
ship. Convinced that the only way to recover the ship was by obtain^ 
ing assistance from some other vessel, Capt. Endicott directed Us 
boat*s course to Muckie, a port about twenty-five miles distant, where 
he knew two or three American vessels were lying. Arriving there 
he found three vessels, among them the brig *(jot. Endicott* of 
Salem, H. H. Jenks, master, and the ship ** James Monroe,* J. Por- 
ter, master, of New York. These vessels proceeded at once to 
Quallah-Battoo. The ** Friendship* was meanwhile in the possession 
of the Malays, who plundered her of the specie and every other 
movable article. Four of her crew jumped overboard at the time of 
the attack, and swam a distance of two miles before they eould find n 
safe place to land. After wandering about in the bushes, almost 
without food, for tliree days, they foimd a canoe and made thefar wi^ 
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to the residence of a friendly native named Po Adam, who furnished 
them with clothing and carried them aboard one of the American 
vessels. Upon the arrival at Quallnh-Battoo of the three vessels, 
before mentioned, an attack was made upon the town, and the 
** Friendship" was boarded and recaptured. Her voyage having been 
broken up, the ** Friendship ** returned to Salem, where she arrived 
July 16, 1831. About a year thereafter the U. S. frigate ''Potomac,* 
before referred to, bombarded Quallah-Battoo as a punishment for 
the conduct of the natives towards an American vessel. 

Another Salem vessel, the ** EU:lipse," had a somewhat similar expe- 
rience on the coast of Sumatra, in 1838. While the mate and fonr 
hands were ashore, a party of ^Lilays boarded the vessel and killed 
the captain, Charles P. Wilkins. The crew, finding themselves over- 
powered, escaped, some by ascending the shrouds, and some by jump- 
ing overboard and swimming ashore. The Malays then plundered 
the ship of specie, opium, and everything else of value, and departed 
with their ill-gotten gains. The men aloft descended, lowered their 
boat, and rowed to a French bark l^'ing at an adjoining port. The 
next morning the crew returned to the vessel, and during the night 
they set sail and left the island. The ^ Eclipse " had a sad ending. 
She sailed from Sumatra July 10, 1849, under command of Capt. 
Daniel Cross, and was never after heard from. She had on board a 
cargo of pepper, couifigned to Tucker Daland and Henry L. Williams. 
Manila Trade. — In the early days of Salem commerce, when her 
enteri)ri8ing and energetic merchants were seeking to establi^th trade 
with hitherto unknown countries, and her ships were ploughing the 
waters of seas which had never before floated an American vessel, the 
ship'^Astrea,*' commanded by Henry Prince, and owned by that king 
among merchants, Ellas Hasket Derby, entered the harbor of Manila, 
the capital city of the Philippine Islands, situated on the island of 
. Luzon. Obtaining there a cargo of 750,000 pounds of sugar, 68,695 
pounds of pepper, and 29,767 pounds of indigo, she entered at Salem 
in May, 1797, and paid a duty on her cargo of $24,020. A journal 
oif this voyage, kept by Nathaniel Bowditch, afterwards so faroons as 
a mathematician, is on the files of the East India Marine Society. 
The ** Astrea** left Salem March 27, 1796, and went to Lisbon, Ma- 
deira and Manila, arriving at the latter place Oct. 8, 1796. On tha 
passage home, Feb. 18, 1797, the ship sprung aleak, and two man 
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wcro obliged to bo kept at the pumps constantly from that time till 
the 22il day of May, lldl^ when the vessel arrived at Salem. 

From 1797 to 1858, the date of the last arrival from thb port, there 
were eighty-two entries at Salem from Manila. The period from 1829 
to 1839 shows the largest number of arrivals, thirty of the righty-two 
entries l)cing made during that time. 

The ship ** Folansbe," Jonathan Mason, Jr., master, entered in May, 
1799, with sugar and indigo, consigned to John Collins & Co. The 
ship ** Laurel,** Daniel Sage, master, entered in July, 1801, with 115,- 
133 pounds of indigo and 124,683 of sugar, consigned to William 
Gniy, and paying a duty of $32,382.26. The ship ** Fame,* Jere- 
miah Briggs, master, entered in Alarch, 1804, consigned to Jacob 
Crowninshicld. The ship ** Essex," Joseph Orne, master, entered in 
May, 1805, with sugar and indigo, consigned to William Orne, and 
paying a duty of $18,443.70. The ship "Horace,* John l\irker, 
master, entered in May, 1806, consigned to William Gray. The 
ship ** Exeter,* Thomas B. Osgood, master, entered in June, 1806, 
with 14,589 pounds of indigo and 702,064 of sugar, consigned to 
Benjamin Pickman, Jr., and paying a duty of $23,526.88. 

From 1806 to 1816, there seems to have been no entry from Manila 
at the port of Salem. The ship ** Endeavour,* Timothy Bryant, mas- 
ter, entered in May, 1816, consigned to Nathan Robinson. The ship 
**Per8evemnce,* Samuel Hodgdon, master, in May, 1820, consigned 
to Willard Peele. The brig ** Ann,* Charles Millett, master, in July, 
1824, consigned to Henry Prince. The brig *Pem,* William John- 
son, Jr., master, in April, 1825, consigned to Stephen C. Fhillipa. 
The ship ** Endeavour,* James D. Gillis, master, in September, 1826, 
consigned to Nathaniel Sikbee. The bark * Derby,* Allen Putnam, 
master, entered in I^Iarch, 1827 ; in April, 1829, J. H. Eagleston, 
master ; and again in July, 1832, J. W. Chever, master, consigned to 
Stephen C. Phillips. The ship ** Mandarin,* William Osgood, master, 
entered in March, 1830, consigned to Pickering Dodge. The ship 
** Sumatra,* Charles Roundy, master, entered in November, 1882, 
consigned to Joseph Peabody . The brig * Charles Dqggett,* William 
Driver, master, entered in November, 1832, consigned to Richard S. 
Rogers. The ship ** Lotos,* G^rge W. Jenks, master, entered in 
June, 1832, consigned to Pickering Dodge. The ship 'Brooklino,* 
Charles U. Allen, master, entered in April, 1887, oimsigncid to Ste- 
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phen C. Phillips. The ship ** Caroline," Charles H. Fabens» master, 
entered in April, 1842, consigned to David Pingree* 

The ship ** St. Paul," belonging to Stephen C. Phillips, was almost 
as famous in eonuection with Salem*s trade with Manila, as was the 
ship ''George*' in the Calcutta trade. The **St. Paul** made twelve 
voyages between Salem and Manila. She sailed on her first voyage 
from Salem June 3, 1838, and arrived at Manila in 100 days, which 
was the shortest passage made by the ship from Salem to Manila. 
She reached Salem on her return in April, 1839, 148 da^^s from 
Manila. Joseph Winn, Jr., commanded the ship on this voyage, 
having also been master on her previous vo^'age from New York to 
Manila, and back to Sulcm, where she arrived for the first time April 
29, 1838. On her second and third voyages she was commanded by 
George Peirce, and entered at Salem April 4, 1840, and July 7, 1841. 
Joseph Warren Osborn was master on the fourth and fifth vo^'ages, 
and she arrived at Salem Aug. 8, 1842, and Jan. 8, 1844, making on 
the last vo^-age the long passage of 188 days. On her sixth, seventh, 
eighth and ninth voyages, she was commanded by Charles H. Allen, 
entering at Salem Mar. 17, 1845, Mar. 12, 1846, Mar. 19, 1847, and 
April 6, 1848. William B. Davis was master on her tenth voyage, 
sailing from Salem May 18, 1848, and returning Mar. 26, 1849. On 
her eleventh and twelfth voyages she was commanded by Charles H. 
Allen, returning to Salem on her eleventh vo^'age Jan. 7, 1851, and 
sailing from Salem on her twelfth voyage July 5, 1851. On the 
9th of December, 1851, she went ashore on Masbata Island, in the 
Straits of San Bernardino. She was subsequently raised and sold to 
Spanish parties, but never returned to Salem. 

The last arrival at Salem from Manila was the bark "Dragon,* 
Thomas C. Dunn, master, which entered in July, 1858, with a cargo 
of hemp, consigned to Benjamin A. West. Salem merchants con- 
tinued the trade with Manila for some time thereafter, but their ves- 
sels entered and cleared at other ports. Tucker Daland and Henry 
L. Willuims, Henry Gardner, B. W. Stone & Brothers, and Silsbea 
A Pickman were extensively engaged in this trade. The two las^ 
named firms still continue the trade with Manila. 

Isle <f France Trade. — In the Indian Ocean, not far from the 
eastern coast of Madagascar, lies a small bland, called the Isle of 
Fkance, or Mauritius, The dimate of this bland b remarkab^ fim. 
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Throughout the year the thcrnioinetcr ranges from 7(P to 90® In the 
shade. Tlie Dutch formed a settlement there in 1C44» but subse- 
quently abandoned it. A more successful attempt to form a |>eniuii- 
nent establishment was made b}' the French in 1721. It remained ia 
French hands until the year 1810, when it was taken by tbo British 
in an expedition under Gen. Abercromby, and has since remained a 
British possession. 

When the merchants of Salem, after the close of the Revolutionarj 
War, sought to establish commercial intercourse with foreign porta 
never before visited by Ameriam vessels, the Isle of Franco waa 
among the first places to which they sent their ships to bring home 
cargoes of sugar, which was the staple article of export. Elias^ IIask 
kct Derby despatched the ** Grand Turk," El)enezer West, master, 
there in Novenil>er, 1785, and she returned to Salem in Juno, 1787, 
making the first voyage from New England to the Isle of France. In 
December, 1787, the ** Grand Turk** made another voyage to the lale 
of France, under the charge of Elias Ilasket Derby, Jr. lie sold the 
vessel, and remained on the island about a year, when ho went to 
India and thence back to Salem. 

Of the arrivals at the Isle of France in 1789, ten were from Salem, 
five from Boston, two from Philadelphia, one from Virginia, three 
from Baltimore, one from Beverly, and one from Providence. 

The schooner ** Richard and Edward," George Crowninshield, maa- 
ter, entered Jan. 4, 1790, consigned to George Crowninshield. The 
brig ^ William," Thomas West, master, entered in December, 1791, 
consigned to William Gray. The ship ** Henr}',** Jacob Crowninshield, 
master, cleared for the Isle of France June 25, 1791. She was of 190 
tons burden, and carried ten men. Her outward cargo consisted of 60 
boxes of wax and 50 boxes of sperm candles, 18 Imrrels bams, 3 M feet 
of oars, 14 tons iron, 13 hhds. toliacco, 17 casks oil, 102 bbls. beef and 
pork, 27 casks ale, 6 kegs flints, 287 bbls. flour, 424 cases and 190 joga 
of Geneva, 25 boxes soap, C boxes chocolate, 43 kegs lard, 62 quintala 
fish, 6 hhds. W. I. rum, 12 bags pimento, 16 cannon, 88 cwt. shot, 
1 hhd. 4 crates ware, 40 bbls. tar, 4 bbls. pitch, 80 M lumber, ITS 
casks powder, 7 saddles and bridles, 12 tables, and 5 desks. She 
entered on her return in November, 1792, with 172,749 poooda ef 
sugar consigned to Elias Basket Derby. The brig **Hind,* Joha 
Beckford, master, entered in Jannaiy, 1793, coDsigned to Williaas 
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Gray. Tlic brig ** Peggy ,•• Amos Hiltoiiy master, entered in Augustt 
1793, consigned to John Fisk. The ship "^Aurom," Thomas Meek, 
master, entered iu March, 1794, with 424,034 pounds of sugar con- 
signed to William Gray. 

The ship ** Benjamin," 161 tons, Nathaniel Silsbeo, master, cleared 
for India Dec. 10, 1792, and entered in July, 1794, from the Isle of 
France with cotton, indigo, sugar, and pepper consigned to Elias H. 
Derl)y. Her outward caigo consisted of tobacco, cordage, shooks, 
iron, lead, salt provisions, earthen ware, &c. Capt. Silsbee was but 
twenty years old when he assumed command of the "Benjamin.* 
Tlie brig "Peggy ," John Edwards, Jr., master, entered in May, 1795, 
consigned to John Fisk. The brig ^^Rose,** John Felt, master, entered 
in July, 1795, consigned to Elias H. Derby. The ship *^Belisarius,*'N/ 
George Crowninshield, Jr., master, entered in July, 1795, with tea, 
coffee and indigo consigned to George Crowninshield St Co., and 
again in October, 1796, with the same description of cargo. The 
brig ** IIo|>e,'' Samuel Lambert, master, entered in June, 1796, con- 
signed to Ashton & Lambert. The ship ** Martha," George Ropes, 
master, entered from the Isles of France and Bourbon in 3Iay, 1797, 
with 416,993 pounds of coffee, 136,617 of sugar, and 13,262 of cot- 
ton, couitigncd to Elias H. Derby, and paying a duty of $23,817.88. 
The ketch "Eliza," Stephen Phillips, master, entered in July, 1797, 
consigned to Elias H. Derby. The brig ** Eaty,** Job Trask, master, 
entered in July, 1797, consigned to Benjamin Pickman, Jr. 

There were nine entries at Salem from the Isle of France in 1798 ; 
the largest number in any single year. Among the entries were the 
ketch ** Brothers,** John Felt, master, in April, consigned to Ezekiel 
H. Derby; the ship "Martha," John Prince, Jr., master, in Jane, 
consigned to Elias H. Derby, with 260,000 pounds of coffee, 336,608 
of sugar, and 17,803 of cotton, paying a duty of $24,943.47 ; ai^ 
the bark ** Vigilant,** Daniel Hathome, master, in October, consigned 
to Simon Forrester. 

The trade with the Isle of France was largely carried on by Eliae 
Basket Derby, and after bis death, in 1799, the Salem trade with this 
island decreased. The years 1797 and 1798 show seTcnteen arriTib 
and were the years when the most trade was carried on between Salem 
and this island. There were a few direct arrirals after 1798. The 
bark " Two Brothers," Samnel Bea, master, entered in April, 1808, 
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»• •'?» It- IVjl'V." Vv.«n. Hi'toTj. nin.^tor. o:Mr'r,"».l in Au^rust, 

n -t !. 1 ti*- »•«:%! 1 . ^!:tr -h, I7l*», with 421,031 |.v!i' U ? f .-ii^ar cou- 
*;j:,h*'1 t<» "^^*"' ! IV.. (r;\'y. 

fi>:- !:; v.: \H '. i';, 1702. irA c:it. ud in Ji;!.. i;:t4, fr. ii. : ?>!•• of 

ir-'U, Ivr 1^ .-.".li '.»!-'^ Ml.:..-, earlhc?-. ^r.irv., v'^c. C:ipt. :^il^^MM' \v:\< ]>ut 
Iv.tiit.- \'vT.- /1 1 whi'i: he ;*^- i^i^J (•:•!:•::. ^nd of l!:v '' n»'.ii;riiji!K'' 

< •1-^ .Mil l!i«li;ro CfU-ii/.'m'd tif li^ .•::,.♦'• j »•»••• ■).:.•: : /. ( •., :iiiil 

i^'H'r i ' *. ■•"•!i cv L;mi!-:rt. rin- L. ;* .Ni . • ..-n-, ^. -.-q, 

Li. ' '. • : .;• '-. ti.e \Ax'. 'if 5>;»!'"^ ir« 1 n;vjr!>;i: \-\ M:;v, 17i'7. 
•vii • ^ . . i:.\ »f r -f!'.'.. irrtj;i7 . ! ^l!i:;r, tri I !3.:>'>J of cot- 

t. .1. .'•• *_••** J r.;:-' I!. L>' rhy. :'ii'l p.'vin^ :i «iuty i#f !^ -.■.», ij 1-7. ><i<. 
Th., J%.: 1 ** :*:!.*i ^ -iS. •: iiiiil'j/^. 'HM^^T, ciitorcd ill »IhI\*, 171;7, 
c.'.n-i'ji- : t. K'.a. U. :»..*u*. Tt.*' I-r*^ ** K-.m*,** Jul» Tra-k, ?n:.?tcr, 

II!' -n* 1 i'l J:'lv. 1?I^7. •■ .-.L': ' 1 '•• 1;-:.; •.!!!n <': -icm:.:!. Jr. 

• •■ 

1..:' ' '. !•' »'i^. ciil:l:>: ::• > liv t in.tj 1:;^ I •• i.f Fn.zic • :i: 1708; 

kct«-L *■ I'rotlio;:.** J.V: Fvil, D.-ii* r. v. Atril, (vnsir.ir! to t/.; kiel 
II. I>^r»»y; tho b\y.\^ '^1 i:ih:i," J;»- •: -'ii;. • fr.. »n:i ler, 'm Jiiiio, 
ci.u.ijnd to FJ'i.is n. !»r!y, w^rh 2';v» • *• .,-. ....;.-^ of coJ^ms o:>'s(;08 
of «tj:::ir, iwA 17, if''.* .'f ••:•••'. iu> r ■ • ^w^s' of $£1,94 .''..•I 7 : uik*** 

* to Sihit.ii F(»rrfMer. 

I •:. ti:rJo Willi the l«»l(» «••' rnr.r^r ^\^.;; •».»'£:»'U" turned ^n by Klias 
Jl.»^\vi Dt.TiiV, and afl.r hi- tlir'-th. i.f 1 ':•:♦, t»jo Sdem trade wilh this 
ii^iTii .» •• K-abrd. The vvarr 17I*' ani iT!*>< sliow Fovr »:lecn arrivnl? 
*ud n«»i'i tic years when tbo ::-«»»i tn.Je v :i.:; ci»rrlcj on het-.vt-on Salc-n 
•iif i ihU ic-.* nd. Th ore were n fo\f dir-i nnlvfds after ri9iS. T.ic 

. tiuii "Tvvci Brojiirri^t'' Samuel Kea, au2:Ur, entered in Ai>ril, W.\^. 
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consi^rncd to Thorniliko Dcland. The brig " Sukcy,'* Ilcniy Prince, 
Jr.y master, entered in August, 1808, consigned to Stephen Fhillipt. 
There were a few arrivals in later years, and some vessels bound to 
or from other ports touched at this island ; but the lai^cst direct trade 
T?as prior to tho year 1800. 

Modia Trade. — On the 2Gth of April, 1798, Capt Joseph Ropes, 
in the ship ** Recovcrjs" left Salem, bound direct for Mocha, Arabia 
Felix, with $50,000 in specie, and arrived at that port on tho 9tb of 
September, This was tho first American vessel tliat ever displayed 
the stars and strii>e8 in that part of tho world. Tho captain says that 
the arrival of the strange ship was viewed with great interest by the 
authorities, who could not divine from whence she came, and made 
frequent inquiries to know how many moons she had been coming. 
Capt. Ropes went from Mocha to Calcutta, and thence to Salem. The 
first vessel to arrive at Salem from Mocha with a full cargo of coffee 
was the ship "Recover}','* Luther Dana, master, which arrived in 
October, 1801, with 216,28G pounds of coffee consigned to Elias H. 
Derby, 7,485 pounds to Henry Prince, 11,825 pounds to Nathaniel 
Ik>wditch, 34,917 pounds to Cliffoi*d Crowninshicld, and 33,181 
X>ounds to Nathan Robinson, and paying a duty of $1(i,844.S9. The 
ship ** Ulysses,** Henry Elkins, master, entered from Moehsi and Mua- 
cat in January, 1802, consigned to George Crowninshield & Sons. 
Tho brig *" Edwin,** Joseph J. Knapp, master, entered in November, 
1803, consigned to Charles Cleveland & Co. The ship **Bonetta,*' 
Benjamin Russell, master, entered from Mocha in Fcbruaiy, 1804, 
with 268,851 pounds of coffee consigned to Benjamin Pickman,. Jr. 

In 1805, there were eight arrivals from Mocha, tho lai^gcst number 
in any single year; and during that year there was landed at Salem 
over two million pounds of Mocha coffee. Tho entries were : the ship 
" Margaret,** Henry Elkins, master ; the ship ** Two Sons," Thoi 
Rail, master; and the ship ** America,** Benjamin Crowninshield, 
master, — all consigned to George Crowninshield & Sons; the brig 
**Suwarrow,** William Leach, Jr., master, consigned to William Leadi 
and others ; the bark ** Eliza,** Joseph Beadle, master, consigned to 
Joseph White ; the ship ** Mary,** Samuel King, master, from Aden, 
consigned to John Norris ; the ship ** Commerce,** Thomas Bancroll, 
master, c onsigned to Nathaniel West ; and the bark ** Mary,* Danid 
Bray, Jr., master, c onsign ed to Benjamin Pickman and John Derby* 
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Georgo CroTvninshioId & Sons bad three vessels which entered from 
Mocha in 1806 : the ship ** Mai^ret/' Ilenr}* Elkius, master ; the ship 
** John^** William Fairfield, master; and the brig ** TelcmachuSy'* Ben- 
jamin Fryo» master. The ship **FraiikIin,'* Timothy AVellnian» 3d, 
from Mocha and Aden, entered in December, 1808, with 532,365 
pounds of coffee consigned to Joseph PealxKlj, and paying a duty of 
$26,618.25. The brig " Coromandel,** William Messervy, master, 
entered in October, 1813, with a cargo of coffee consigned to John 
Derb}-, and paying a duty of $28,587.60. The brig "Beulah," 
Charles Forbes, master, entered from Mocha in April, 1820, con- 
signed to John W. Rogers. The brig ^ Ann," Charles Millett, master, 
entered in May, 1827, consigned to ilichael Shepard. After the 
o|)eniug of the Zanzibar trade the vessels engaged in that trade visited 
Mocha and obtained a part of their cargo there, and to the account of 
that trade reference may be had for later dates. 

JIadagascar Trade. — Tlie American trade with the Island of Mad- 
agascar was opened by Nathaniel L. Rogers & Brothers, eminent 
and enterprising merchants of Salem. Robert Brookhouse was 
also among the pioneers in this trade. The brig ** Thetis,** Charles 
Forbes, master, appears to be the first vessel to enter, with a full 
cargo, from that island. She arrived in November, 1821, with 216,- 
519 pounds of tallow consigned to J. W. & S. S. Rogers. The brig 
"Beulah," Charles Forbes, master, which entered from Mocha in 
April, 1820, consigned to John W. Rogers, touched at Madagascar on 
her passage, and brought from there a small quantity of tallow. This 
appears to be the first American vessel to trade at Madagascar. The 
brig ^^Climaxj** O. W. Grafton, master, entered in March, 1822, con- 
signed to Robert Brookhouse. The brig "* Thetis," William Bates, 
master, made three voyages, entering in January, 1823, in Febnmiy, 
1824, and in January, 1825, consigned to Richard S. Rogers. The 
brig ** Reaper," Robert Brookhouse, Jr., master, entered in December, 
1824, consigned to Robert Brookhouse. The brig ** Nereus," B. W. 
Brookhouse, master, entered in December, 1825, consigned to 
Nathaniel L. Rogers. The brig ** Susan," Stephen Burchmore, 
ter, entered in August, 1826, consigned to Robert Brookhouse. 

At the time of the opening of trade with Madagascar, Zanzibar 
a small settlement, and no trade was carried on there,— gnm-copnl, 
the principal staple, being carried to India by the Sultan*s vessek, to 



^^■, .^v-^^--^- .u. . >..«,.^fcrfjr .rM ■h.V.^.rt^■^^h^*1^>p* ■^,...»i.<iii^»ii>ti>J^^ 









Zanzibar Trade. 103 



be cleaned. The trado with Zanzibar wob an extension of tlio Mada- 
gascar trado. Tlie vessels subseqiientt}' cug:iged in that trade usually 
touched at Madagascar and Mochiiy and made up their caigc»es in 
part in each place. In the account of the Zanzibar trado will be 
found the later aniTala. 

Zanzibar Trade. — As Salem had been first at Sumatra and Mada- 
gascar, so she was first at Zanzibar. But little of the unclcaned gum- 
copal, which was the staple article of export » was brought to thie 
country until after the ^ Black Warrior,** belonging largely to N. L. 
Rogers, and commanded b}' John Bertram, was there in 1831. Capt. 
Bertram arrived in Z:mzibar while the Sultan*s frigate was lying in 
the harbor read}* to carry the gum-copal to India, and made a bargain for 
what was on hand and for future cargoes. The ** Black Warrior ** arrived 
in Salem in March, 1832, with the first lai^e quantity of unclcaned 
gum-copal that had l>ecn im|>orted into this country. For some time 
thereafter, the gum-copal trade was mono|H>lized by Salem merchants, 
and all the gum-co|)al used was distributed from the port of Salem. 

But the '*Bhick Warrior,** although taking the first large cargo from 
Zanzibar, was not the first vessel to open trade with that port. The 
brig ^ Ann,** Cliarles Millett, master, and owned by Ilenry Prince A 
Son, left Salem March 12, 1826, for Mocha. When she arrived there, 
in June, Capt. Millett found a great scarcity of brcadstuffs, and, 
leaving a clerk in chaige of the business, be left Mocha for Zanzibar 
and Lamo, where he obtained a cargo of small grain, and purchased 
ivor}' and other articles for the homeward cai^o. The ** Ann** went 
from Zanzibar to Mocha, and from thence to Salem, arriving May 9, 
1827. This was the opening of American trade with Zanzibar. The 
same vessel made a second voyage to Zanzibar, leaving Salem August 
9, 1827, and arriving home April 10, 1829, having visited many neir 
ports on the east coast of Africa. On the passage home, February 
20, the ^ Ann ** lost her masts and was otherwise badly wrecked. She 
also lost her mate and two men. For their skill and success in navi- 
gating the vessel into port, the insurance companies presented the 
commander with a service of x^late, his clerk, John Webster, with a 
silver pitcher, and the rest of his men with $830. 

The three-masted schooner ^ Spy,** Andrew Ward, master, appears 
to be the first vessel to enter at the Salem custom-house from Zamd- 
bar. She arrived at Salem August 11, 1827, 110 days from Zanzibar, 
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\rith a cargo consigned to Nathaniel L. Rogers & Brothers. Capi. 
Ward reported that the ** Susany** Burchard, master, touched at Zan- 
zibar about the 1st of )Lirch» and that the ^^Fawn** of Salem had also 
been there. The '"Spy" was the first three-masted schooner seen 
herc:ibouts» such a rig at that time being veiy uncommon. 

On the 12th of January, 1825, the brig ^ Laurel,** Lovett, master, 
owned by Robert Brookhousc, left Salem for South America. Finding 
markets dull, the captain sailed for ports east of the Cape of Good 
Hope ; and about the 10th of July left Port Louis, Mauritius, for 
Zanziliar, stopping at the Ishind of Johanna on the way. This was 
the first time the American flag was displayed at that island, and the 
king gave a reception in honor of the event. The vessel arrived at 
Zanziliar the 20th of July, 1825, and, although not the first to open 
trade, seems to bo the first to have displayed the American flag at that 
port. From Zanzibar the ^ Laurel ** proceeded to Mombas, and from 
there to Patta, Lamo, and other small places, in all of which she ap- 
pears to have displa^xd the American flag for the first time. The 
** Laurel** arrived in Salem, on her return passage, June 3, 1826. 

From the year 1827, when the ** Spy ** entered from Zanzibar, to 
the year 1870, when the last entry from that port was made at Salem, 
there were 189 arrivals from Zanzibar. The period from 1840 to 
18G0 was the time of the greatest activity in this trade, 145 of the 
189 entries being made between those years. Nathaniel L. Rogers 
& Brothers, John Bertram, Michael Shcpard, David Pingree, Joseph 
Peabody, Andrew Ward, Nathaniel Weston, James B. Curwen, 
Ephraim Emmerton, Tucker Daland, Michael W. Shcpard, George 
West, and Benjamin A. West were among those engaged in this 
trade. 

Among the earlier arrivals were the brig ** Cipher,** S. Smith, mas- 
ter, in March, 1834; the brig "^ Tigris,** John G. Waters, master, in 
July, 1834, consigned to David Pingree ; the brig **Thomas Perkins," 
J. P. Page, master, in November, 1834, consigned to Putnam L 
Famham ; the brig ** Leander,** J. S. Kimball, master, in April, 1886, 
and again in August, 1837, consigned to Joseph Peabody ; the brig 
**Palm,* N. W. Andrews, master, in November, 1836, consigned to 
John Bertram ; the brig "Cherokee,** W. B. Smith, master, in April, 
1837, consigned to Michael Shepard ; the bark ** Star,** E. Brown, 
master, in November, 1839, again in 1842, W. B. Smith, master. 
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and ngiiiii in September, 184G, in Octo1)ery 18479 and in January, 1849, 
William McFarhindy mastery consigned to Michael Sbepard ; tho brig 
** Richmond,'' William B. Bates, master, in October, 1840, to Epb- 
raim Emmerton; tIiobrig**Rolla,'' A, S.Perkins, master, in January, 
1841, and again in January, 1843, consigned to David Pingrco; the 
brig ** R:ittler," F. Brown, master, in May, 1841, and again in 184S, 
J. Lambert, master, consigned to Slichael Shepard ; the Knrk 
^^Brcnda," Andrew Ward, master, in March, 1844, with 142,124 
pounds of dates and other merchandise, consigned to Michael Shep- 
ard and John Bertram ; tho brig ** Bichmond,** William B. Biites, 
master, entered in December, 1845, consigned to Ephraim Emmerton ; 
the bark ^ Eliza," A. S. Perkins, master, entered in May, 184C, con- 
signed to George West and David Pingree; the bark •*Orb,*' W. 
Cross, master, entered in November, 1846, and again in March, 1848, 
C. F. Bhoades, master, consigned to Tucker Daland; the bark 
**Sophrouia,'' B. B. Peabody, master, entered in January, 1849, and 
again, E. A. Emmerton, master, in Octolxsr 1850, consigned to Epli- 
raim Emmcilon ; tho bark ** Iosco," Groves, master, entered in Jan- 
uary, 1852, consigned to Michael W. Shepard, and again in December, 
1852, consigned to John Bertram. 

Space will not permit the enumeration of any largo proportion ef 
the arrivals from this port, but enough have been given to indicate 
the merchants who were engaged in tho Zanzibar trade. Many of the 
vessels touched at Madagascar and Mocha, and obtained a part of 
their cargoes at those places. For years this trade was largely in the 
hands of Salem merchants, and Salem was the principal point of dis- 
tribution for ivory, gum-copal, and Mocha coffee. 

Among tho vessels lost while engaged in this trade, was the bark 
** Peacock," Joseph Moseley, master, and owned by John Bertram, 
which was wrecked on a reef near Mnjunga, Madagascar, August 6, 
1855, and with the cargo was a total loss. The bark ** Arabia,* John 
Wallis, master, and owned by Benjamin A. West, sailed from Salem on 
her first voyage, July 4, 1857. On the passage home, on May 9, 1858, 
while off* the Cape of Good Hope, she fell in with the ** Ariadne,* 
bound from Bombay to Boston. This vessel being in a crippled and 
sinking condition, her crew, twenty-throe in number, were taken on 
board the ** Arabia." Tho supply of water was inadequate for to 
huge an addition to their number, and Capt. Wallis thought it pm- 
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dent to enter Table Bay and proeure an additional supply* At the 
entrance to ibe bay, the ** Arabia** was becalmed. The night was dark» 
and alK>ut 2, A. M., the vessel struck on a reef and becarao a total 
loss. The cargo was saved and sold. The bark ** Iosco,** Claussen, 
master, and owned by John Bertram, was wrecked on a reef, off 
Zanziluir; July 7, 1858. Both vessel and cargo were lost. The bark 
** Guide,** McMullan, master, and owned by John Bertram, was 
wrecked on the Bas Hofom, east coast of Africa, on the night of 
September 4, 1860, and with her cai^o was a total loss. The bark 
**Jersey,** James S. Williams, master, and owned by John Bertram, 
was built at Salem in 18G9, and was wrecked at Madagascar on her 
first voyage. 

The large importation of uncleaned gum-copal, which prior to 1832 
had 1)een sent to India to be cleaned, led to the establishment, in 
Salem, of a factory, at the foot of Turner Street, by Jonathan Whip- 
ple, to clean and prepare the gum for the market. Prior to the estab- 
lishment of Mr. Whipple's factory, Daniel Hammond had been 
engaged in cleaning the gum, but 2ilr. Whipple was the first to estab- 
lish the business on an extensive scale. At first the gum was cleaned 
by being scraped with a knife. Mr. Whipple soon introduced the 
process of washing it with an alkali. The uncleaned gum was depos- 
ited in tubs of alkali liquor and allowed to stand over night. It was 
then taken and placed uix>n large platforms in the open air, and care- 
fully dried and brushed. The gum was then sorted as to size and 
color. 

This business was established about 1835, and increased very rap- 
idly. Mr. Whipple commenced by employing four or five men, but at 
the time of his death, in 1850, the number of men employed averaged 
thirty-five or forty, and the amount of gum cleaned each year was 
about 1,500,000 pounds, the gum losing in weight about one-quarter 
part during the process of cleaning. Mr. Whipple was succeeded by 
his sons, who continued the business under the name of Stephen 
Whipple & Brothera. The business was prosperous until the year 
1861, when an import duty of ten cents a pound was imposed on the 
uncleaned gum. The gum was thereafter cleaned on the coast of 
Africa before shipment, and the business diminished until it was 
finally abandoned altogether. 

The trade with Zanzibar, Madagascar, Arabia, and the east coast 
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of Africa bns been continued by Salem merchants from tho summer 
of 182()y when the ** Ann** was there, to tho present day* In 1846« 
Salem bad nine vessels there. Tho firm of John Bertram still con- 
tinue tho trade, but their vessels no longer enter tho port of Salem. 
The last arrival at Salem from Zanzilmr was the bark ** Glido,* May 
1, 1870, and this was also the last arrival at Salem of any vessel from 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope. 

Cape of Good Hope Trade. — When the merchants of Salem, at 
the close of the Revolutionaiy War, sent their vessels on long vo^'ages, 
the Ca^K) of Good Hope was among tho first places visited. In this, 
as in most other trades established with distant countries, Elias Ilasket 
Derby was the first to lead the way. In 1781, he built at tho South 
Shore a fast sailing ship of 300 tons, called tho ** Grand Turk,** for 
use as a privateer. She carried twent^'-twoguns, and was remarkably 
successful in capturing prizes. In November, 1784, Mr. Derby 
despatched this vessel, under command of Jonathan Ingersoll, on the 
first voyage from Salem to tho CajMS of Good Hope. The caigo of 
the ^ Grand Turk ** consisted in part of rum, whidi was sold to aa 
English East ludiaman and delivered at the Island of St. Helena. 
From there she returned to Salem, via the West Indies, arriving ia 
1785. A striking incident is connected with this voyage of Captaia 
Ingersoll. He bought in the West Indies Grenada rum enough to 
load two vessels, sent home tho ** Grand Turk,** and returned himself 
in the ** Atlantic." On his passage to Salem he rescued tho master 
and mate of tho English schooner ** Amity,** whose ch^w had mutinied 
and set their officers adrift in a boat. After their arrival at Salem, 
Capt. Duncanson of the *" Amity ** was sitting one day with Mr. Derby 
in his counting-room, and while using his spy-glass be saw his own 
vessel in the offing. Mr. Derby promptly nuinned one of bis own 
brigs, put two pieces of ordnance on board of her, and, taking with 
him the English captain, boarded and recaptured the ** Amity.* 

Mr. Derby purchased a vessel which had been captured from the 
British during the Revolutionary War. He named her th e **I 4ght 
Horse.** This bark he sent, in January, 1787, to the Cape of Good 
Hope, under command of John Tucker, The captain wrote hb fin^ 
letter from Table Bay, dated May 15, 1787, giving an acooont of a 
sale of part of tho cargo. From the Gape he went to the Isle of 
France, sold the remainder of hb eaigo, leaded ^th eoffee, and soma 
India goods, and returned to Salem, arriving in Januaiy, 1788« 
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Tbo brig " Hope," of one biindrcd and sixty tons burden, carr^'ing 
eight men, made an annual vo^'ogo between Salem and the Gape of 
Good Hope for six consecutive years, entering at Salem in February, 
1790, in August, 1791, in July, 1792, in Juno, 1793, in May, 1794, 
and in July, 1795. She was commanded on the first three voyages 
by Jonathan Lambert, and on the last three by Samuel Lambert, and 
bcr cargo was consigned, on each voyage, to Jacob Ashtou and others. 
The schooner ^'Suthi*' Jonathan Lambert, Jr., master, entered in 
July, 1796, consigned to Jacob Ashton and others. The ship 
** Betsey,** Jeremiah L. Page, master, entered in May, 1804, con- 
signed to Abel Lawrence & Co. 

Coffee, wine, pepper, sugar, ivory and aloes were among the articles 
imported. Most of the direct trade with the Cape of Good Hope, was 
carried on before the commencement of the present century, and Jacob 
Ashton and Jonathan Lambert appear to have been laigely engaged in it. 

Australian Trade. — Wherever a new channel of trade was opened 
for Americans, Salem was either the first to open it, or her vessels 
followed closel}^ after the pioneers. She was found asking for ad- 
mission to the |x>rt of Sydney, in 1832, and by a special order of the 
council, passed that 3'ear, the ship **Tybee,** Charles J^Iillett, master, 
was allowed to enter that port. This vessel was owned by Nathaniel 
L. Rogers, and others, and was the first American vessel to enter the 
ports of Australia. The **Tybee** entered at Salem from Sydney 
Jan. 20, 1835, again in March, 183G, and again in June, 1837. 
Joseph Rogers commanded her on these voyages, and her cai^ con- 
sisted mainl}*^ of wool. The ship ** Black Warrior,** William Driver, 
master, entered from Sydney in September, 1835, and the ship 
** Shepherdess,** J. Kinsman, master, in May, 1836, both bringing 
cargoes of wool. All the above-mentioned cai^oes were consigned 
to Nathaniel L. Rogers & Brothers. This trade did not prove profit- 
able, and it was not long continued, the direct entries at Salem, 
fix>m Sydney, being confined to the years 1835, '36, and *87. 

Feejee Mands Trade^ — The enterprise of Salem merchants seems 
not to have been confined by the limits of the civilized world, but to 
have extended to all habitable countries, however remote and however 
peopled. Salem was as fiimiliar a name to the cannibals of the Feejee 
Islands, during the first half of the present century, at it waa to the 
aavages of Africa and Ikladagascar. Li many of those wild conntriea. 
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the untutored inlinbitAuts tbought Salem comprised all tbo remainder 
of the outer world about wbicb they knew so little. Capt. William 
P. Ricliardson, of Salem, was at tbe Feejee Islands, iu the bark 
"Active," iu 1811. Ho sailed from Salem Juno 1, 1810, and loft the 
Feejee Islands, July 26, 1811, for Cauton. IIo arrived at Salem 
llarch 37, 1812, 118 days from Canton. This was tbo first trading 
Toyago from Sulem to tbo Feejee Islands. Commercial intercourse 
with these islands began about 1806, probably by vessels of tho East 
India Company. 

^Vhen Commodore Wilkes went on his famous exploring expedi- 
tion, ho took with him, as pilot and interpreter, Capt. Benjamin 
Vanderford, a Salem shipmaster who, having made many voyages to 
theso islands, was familiar with tho customs and language of the 
natives. Capt. Vanderford died March 23, 1842, on the passage 
home ; and the commodore, writing of him, says : ** During tbo cruise 
I had often experienced his usefulness. Ho had formerly been in 
command of various vessels sailing from Salem, and had mado many 
Toyages to tho Feejee Islands. During our stay there, ho was par- 
ticularlj' useful in superintending all tnido carried on to supplj' the 
ship." Commodore Wilkes was indebted to another Salem captain 
for bringing one of tho Tcssels of his squadron, — tho ** Peacock,* — 
safely into port, on the 12th of July, 1840. Capt. J. H. Eagleston, 
of Salem, who was trading there at the time, rendered him this im- 
portaut service. The commodore, in his report to tho govemmenty 
says: ^Tho squadron is much indebted to Capt. Eaglestou for his 
attention and assistance. I am also indebted to him for observations 
relating to gales.** 

Capt. Eagleston made Toyages to these islands between 1830 and 
1840, in tho bark '^Peru,** tho ship ** Emerald." the brig ** Mermaid,* 
and the ship ** Leonidas." On one of his passages in tho ^'Lconidas* 
he caught several albatrosses, and tied to tho neck of each a quill 
containing a slip of paper, on which was written ** Ship Leonidas, of 
Salem, bound to New Zealand." One of those birds was caught by 
a French Tossel off the Cape of Oood Hope, several hundred miloe 
away from the spot where it was first caught by Capt. Eagleston. 
The news reached Salem March 21, 1840, and was tho first news of 
this Tessel since she sailed, on the 9th of August. Capt. Eagleston 
sailed for Stephen C. Phillips, who was a prominent merchant of 
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Salem, from about 1828 to the time of his death in 1857. Mr. 
Phillips was largely engaged in trade with the Feejce Islands, with 
Manila and other Eastern ports. In 1846, Salem had six vessels en- 
gaged in tnide with the Feejee Islands. The usual Toyage was from 
Salem to the Feojce Islands, where the vessel would remain collecting 
the licche-de-mer, a sort of sea-slug found on reefs and in shallow 
water, and after drj'ing and preparing them for the market, carry 
them cither to Klanila to exchange for sugar and hemp, or to China to 
exchange for tea; the Toj^age usually consuming about two years. 
Salcm almost monopolized this trade, and, in a work, written in Lon- 
don, in 1858, by Tliomas Williams and James Calvert, missionaries 
at these islands, it is stated tliat the traffic in sandal-wood, tortoise- 
shell, and l)eche-de-mer, ^'has been, and still is chiefly in the hands 
of Americans from the port of Salem." There are many curious 
articles at the Peabody Academy of Science at Salem, which were 
brought from the Feejce Islands during the early voj'ages. 

Among the Salcm merchants engaged in this trade, were Nathan- 
iel L. Sogers & Brothers, Stephen C. Phillips, Samuel Chamber- 
Iain & Co., and Benjamin A. West. The bark ^'Zotoff," Benjamin 
Wallis, master, made several voj'agcs to the Feejee Islands. Capt. 
Wallis, on two of these voyages, covering a period from 1844 to 1850, 
was accompanied hy his wife, who, upon her final return, wrote an 
account of her travels, in a book entitled **Life in Feejee." She 
mentions seeing the brig ** Elizaljeth," the bark ** Samoa," Capt. H. J, 
Archer, the bark ** Pilot," Capt. Hartwell, and the brig **Tim Picker- 
ing," all of Salem, during the first voyage. The ** Samoa" was after- 
wards condemned at Manila. The **Tim Pickering," Walden, master, 
while lying at Ovalou, in the Feejee Islands, was driven ashore in a 
severe gale, April 5, 1848, and became a total loss. Capt. Benjamin 
Vanderford was at the Feejee Islands about 1819, in the ship ** Indus," 
and about 1822, in the **Boseoe." The bark "Dragon," Thomas C. 
Dunn, master, sailed from Salem Feb. 22, 1854, and arrived at the 
Feejee Islands, a distance of 16,770 miles in eighty-five days, making 
the shortest passage ever made from the United States. She crossed 
the equator in twenty days, and passed Port Philip, New Holland, 
seventy-three days oot. She reached Salem from Manila Sept. 4, 
1856, with 1,170 bales of hemp, consigned to Benjamin A. West. 

The seamen of Salem, visiting these islands, were exposed to peril 
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of their lives from tho ignorant and deceitful inhabitants, and to 
disaster to their ships from hidden reefs, of tho existence of which 
thoy were unaware. In August, 1830, the brig **Fawn,'' James 
Briniit, master, and owned hy Robert Brookhouso, was lost at the 
Feejco Islands, and Capt. Cliarles Millett, of tho ship ** Gay ,** gave 
cai^tain and crew a passage to Manila. Tho ship * Glide," in March, 
1832, is driven ashore at Tackanova, and lost. Her boat*8 crew were 
attacked by tho natives at Ovalou, Dec. 2G, 1831, and two of them 
killed. In tho same gale which destroyed the ** Glide,'* another Salem 
vessel, tlie brig ** Niagara,** was lost, at an island 140 miles from 
Tackanova. 

Tho brig ** Charles Doggett,** owned by Nathaniel L. Rogers & 
Brothers, and commanded by George Batchelder, was at Kandora, 
one of tho Feejee Islands, in Septemlier, 1833, and her crew were 
curing the bcche-de-mer for the East India market. They were attacked 
by tho natives for the sake of [)lunder, and fivo of tho crow were 
killed, including Charles Shipman, the mate. Tho remainder escai)od 
in tho boats, but were all more or less injured. James Magoun, of 
Salem, who had lived among tho islanders several years, was danger- 
ously wounded. On tho way to Klanila, tho vessel touched at the 
Pelew Islands, and the crew were again attacked by tho natives, and 
a boy was killed. Tho vessel reached Salem, from Manila, in October, 
1834. 

Tho story of a previous voyage of tho ** Charles Doggctt," under the 
command of William Driver, is one of most romantic interest, and 
deserves a place in history. As an introduction, it may l>o well to 
give a brief account of tho mutiny of the ** Bounty,** which, though 
an oil-repeated tale, is still one of thrilling interest. Capt. William 
Bligh was sent by the British Government in the ** Bounty,** in Decem- 
ber, 1787, to Tahiti. Ho reached that iskmd in October of the fol- 
lowing year, and remained there six months, collecting brcad*fruit 
plants, with which he started fur Jamaica. Twenty-four days out, 
on the 28th of April, a part of the crow mutinied, and forced CapU 
Bligh and eighteen men into tho ship's launch, which they cast adrift, 
turning their own course back to Tahiti. The captain and his com- 
panions arrived, on the 14th of June, after suflcring almost incredible 
hardships, at the island of Timor, a distance of 3,600 nautical milee 
from the place where they were abandoned. The mutineers, after 
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staying at Tahiti for some time, fearing pursuit, sailed eastward, 
taking with them eighteen natives, six men and twelve women, and 
leaving part of their comrades at Tahiti. They landed at Pitcaim 
Island, a solitary island in the Pacific Ocean, lying at the south-east 
comer of the great Polj'nesian Archipelago, having an area of only 
one and a quarter square miles. Here they took up their residenoey 
and burned the ** Bounty ."^ From the time they left Tahiti in 1792, 
nothing was heard of them, until an American, Capt. Folger, touched 
at the island in 1808. At this time, all the men, save Alexander 
Smith, and several of the women, were dead. The island was visited 
by British vessels in 1825 and 1830. 

In 1831, their numbers had increased to eighty-seven, and the 
island was scantily provided with water. At their own request, they 
were transported by the British Government to Tahiti. All the 
original settlers were dead, and their descendants had been reared 
away from contact with the world, and were, despite their wild 
aucestiy, virtuous and religious. Never having looked upon vice, 
they found themselves among a people where virtue was unknown. 
Disgusted with the immoralities of the Tahitians, the most loose, vo- 
luptuous and unchaste people that exist under the tropic sun, they 
yearned with a homesick longing for the isolation and quiet of the 
little island that had so recently been their home. 

It was at this time that the brig ** Charles Doggett,** William Driver, 
master, and owned by Nathaniel L. Sogers Si Brothers, arrived at 
Tahiti. These poor homesick people besought Capt. Driver to take 
them back to their native island. For their own sake, but above all 
for the sake of their children, they desired to leave this land of sens- 
ual indulgence. Capt. Driver finally consented to carry them, sixty- 
five in number, back to the island, fourteen hundred miles away, from 
whence they had so recently arrived, taking in pay some old copper, 
twelve blankets, and one hundred and twenty-nine dollars in mission- 
ary drafts. They left on the 15th of August, 1831, and were landed 
on Pitcaim Island on September 3d, after an absence of about nine 
months. In 1855, finding their numbers again too large for the bland, 
for they now numbered 202, they petitioned the British government, 
and in 1856 were removed to Norfolk Island. In 1859 two families, 
in all 17, returned to Pitcaim Island. An English writer in speaking 
of them says, **From their frequent intercourse with Europeans, the 
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Pitcnirn IsUiiulcrs havo, while rotainiDg their yirtuous simplicity of 
chnractcr, and cheerful, hospitable clisiX)sition, acquired the manoers 
and polish of civilized life, with its education and taste.* 

Slay it not well be said that a Salem vessel saved this people from 
sinking into the immoral life that surrounded them at Tahiti, and that 
in their strange and romantic history there is no cl\apter more impor- 
tant than that which records the assistance rendered them by Salem 
in their time of need? 

South American Trade. — ^The trade between Salem and South 
America has been quite extensive. This trade began early and contin- 
ued to be prosecuted after trade with other foreign countries had been 
abandoned. On the 25th of August, 1789, the schooner ** Lark* ar- 
rived from Surinam with sugar and cocoa. The brig ^'Kiity,* Nathan- 
iel Brown, master, cleared for Cayenne in April, 1798, with fish, 
flour, bacon, butter, oil, tobacco, candles and pottei^s ware. The 
schooner ** Sail}'," Daniel Procter, master, cleared for Cayenne in 
March, 1802. For forty years, from 1820 to 1860, there was con- 
stant commercial intercourse between Salem and the ports of South 
America. 

Para was the port most frequently visited, there having IxM^n 435 
arrivals at Salem from that port, mainly between the years 1826 and 
1860. The largest number of arrivals in a single year was in 1853, 
when 20 vessels entered. The last entries were in 1861. RubboTt 
hides, cocoa, coffee and castana nuts Tvere among the articles imported* 
A few of the entries from Para are given, to indicate the merchants en- 
gaged in this traffic. The schooner **Betsey ,* James Meagher, master, 
entered from Para in March, 1811, with cassia, coffee and cocoa, eon- 
signed to John Howard. The schooner ** Four Sisters," Joseph EnriUt 
master, in August, 1811, with 138,000 pounds of cocoa, to William 
Orne. The schooner ** Resolution," Edward Brown, Jr. , master, in July, 
1812, consigned to Jeremiah L. Page. The brig **Mercator,* Samuel 
B. Graves, master, in September, 1817, to Robert Upton* The 
schooner ** Cyrus," Benjamin Russell, nuister, in March, 1820, to 
Robert Upton. The schooner " Charles," Richard Smith, master, in 
August, 1822, to Michael Shepard. The schooner ** Phoebe,'' Bei)}. 
Upton, master, in December, 1824, to Robert Upton. The ediooner 
"Leader," Nathaniel Griffen, master, in April, 1826, to Richard Ser- 
oiy. The schooner "Dollar," Thomas Uolmes, master, in April* 
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1826t to David Piugrce. The schooner '^Ccphcus.'' Charles IIoIUiDdt 
master, in August, 1826, to Jose^ih Howard. The brig '^Romp,'* 
Clarke, master, in December, 1828, to Thomas P. Fingree and Michael 
Shepard. The schooner "Gazelle," Warren Strickland, master, in 
August, 1830, to James Brown. The brig " Abby M.,** R. Wheat- 
land, master, in October, 1830, to Gideon Tucker. The brig **Ame* 
th^'st," John Willis, master, in July, 1831, to Robert Upton. The 
brig ^Tredonia,** S. K. Appleton, master, in September, 1832, to 
Benjamin Creamer. The brig ** Deposit," G. E. Bailey, master, in 
Januar}*, 1842, to James Upton. This vessel made regular trips be- 
tween Salem and Para. The brig ** Mermaid," C. Conway, master, in 
April, 1842, to P. I. Farnham. The brig ''Rngle," M. S. Wheeler, 
master, in December, 1842, to Benjamin Upton. The brig ** Deposit,** 
under command of Charles Upton, entered in March, 1844, and made 
several vo^'ages thereafter, consigned to Luther Upton. The brig 
'^Granite," S.Upton, master, entered in October, 1844, and made 
regular trips to S. F. Upton. The brig ** Battler," C. W. Trumbull, 
master, entered in Jul}', 1846, and made a number of To^'ages con- 
signed to John Bertram. Tlie brig "* M. Shepard," H. B. Manning, 
master, entered in March, 1853, and continued for some time in the 
trade, consigned to John Bertram. Messrs. Phippen & Endicott were 
the last among the Salem merchants engaged in this trade. There 
were two entries in the year 1861, and these entries closed the trade 
of Salem with Para. 

There has been a large trade between Salem and Cayenne, begin- 
ning in the last centur}'. The whole number of arrivals from this 
port between the yeara 1810 and 1877, was about 300. The laigest 
number of entries in a single year was in 1835, when there was eleven 
entries from that jiort. From 1835 to 1840 inclusive, there was 58 
entries. The Cayenne trade was the last foreign trade engaged in by 
Salem merchants at the port of Salem. 

Among the entries from that port was that of the brig ** Trial,** Eben 
Learock, master, in June, 1810, with molasses and coffee, consigned 
to Francis Quarles. The schooner ** Rachel,** ilark Knowlton, master, 
in August, 1812, to John Winn. The brig** Return," Henry King, 
master, in ilarch, 1813, to Thomas Perkins. The schooner "^Essex,** 
Thomas Cloutman, master, in May, 1816, with oocoa, molasses and 
almonds, to William Fabens. The brig ** Rambler,** W. D. ShaUwell, 
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mnster, in February, 1821, to William FalMsns, and in Fcbnurjr, 

1828, to Benjamin Faliens. The brig ** Cynthia,* in July, 1821, to 
J. H. Andrews, in 1824 to Michael Shcpnrd, and in 1825, to David 
Pingree. The brig ** General Jackson,** Shatswell, master, in May, 
182G, to P. I. Farnham. The brig "Jeremiah," Joshua F. Safford, 
master, in June, 1821, to David Pingreo. The brig ** Rotund,** Jo- 
seph R. Winn, master, in Klay, 1825, to Benjamin Fabens. The 
schooner ** Betsej' and Eliza,** Benj. Pickering, master, in Augustt 

1829, to Joseph Shatswell. The schooner ** Nuraa,** D. R. Upton, 
master, in March, 1833, to Robert Upton. Tlio brig ^^Romp,** Peter 
Lassen, master, in September, 1851, to Joseph Shatswell. The hrig 
^ Esther,** W. 11. Fabens, master, in Februaiy, 1850, to Benjamia 
Fabens, Jr., and in August, 1850, Peter Lassen, master, to Charles 
II. Fabens. The bark ** Lawrence,** Fabens, master, in September, 
1851, to Charles H. Fabens. 

David Pingree and Joseph Shatswell were largely engaged in this 
trade. TIic Fabens faniilj* for four generations have carried on the 
trade between Salem and Cayenne. William Fabens began it about 
1816, Benjamin Fabens about 1825, Charles II. Fabens about 1850, 
and Charles E. and Benjamin II. Fabens about 1869. The successive 
generations have prosecuted the trade continuously from 1816 to the 
present day. The last-named removed the business to Boston in 
1877, and now carry it on from that port. The last arrival at Salem 
from a South American port was the schooner ** Mattie F.,** which was 
entered from Cayenne, by Messrs. C. E. & B. H. Fabens, March 21, 
1877. The entry of the ^'Mattie F.* closed the foreign trade of 
Salem. 

The trade between Salem and Buenos Ayres is the next in impor- 
tance. From 1816 to 1860, inclusive, there were 121 arrivals at 
Salem from this port. The period of greatest activity was from 1841 
to 1860. Robert Upton, James Upton, David Pingree, and Benja* 
min A. TVest were among the merchants principally engaged in this 
trade. The entries from this port include that of the brig ** Nancy 
Ann,** John B. Osgood, master, in April, 1816, to Stephen Phillips. 
The ship ^^Diomede," Samuel L. Page, master, in Alarch, 1817, to 
Philip Chase. The brig ** Cambrian,** H. G. Bridges, master, in June, 
1823, to Joseph Peabody. The brig ** Bolivar Idberator,** James 
Gamey, master, in Januaxy, 1831, to P. L Farnham. The bsik 
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** Chalccilony ," J. E. A. Todd, master, entered in April, 1841, and 
made several voj'agea thereafter, commanded by Capt. Todd, and a 
num1x^r after 1849, with George Upton as master. She was con- 
signed on these voyages to James Upton. The bark ** Three Broth* 
ers," Welch, master, entered in May, 1843, consigned to David Pin- 
gree. The brig ** Gierokee," Mansfield, master, entered in October, 
1843, consigned to Michael Shepard. The brig ** Gazelle," Dewing, 
master, in November, 1843, to John Bertram. The brig *'01inda,'' 
S. Hutchinson, master, in Deceml>er, 1843, to Gideon Tucker. The 
bark **King Philip," George Upton, master, in June, 1844, to Jamea 
Upton, "nie brig ** Gambia," G. E. Bailey, master, in September, 
1848, to Benjamin A. West. The bark **Maid of Orleans," Charles 
Upton, master, in September, 1848, and on several subsequent voy- 
ages, consigned to James Upton. The bark ** Manchester," S. Upton, 
master, in May, 1853, to Robert Upton. The brig ** Russell," in 
August, 1854, to George Savory. The bark " Salem," in August, 
18C0, to James Upton. The last entry at Salem from Buenos AyreB 
was in 1860. 

Rio Grande was a place with which Salem merchants traded 
quite extensively. Hides aud horns were the principal articles im- 
ported. From 1817 to 1860 there were about 155 arrivals at Salem 
from tliat province, and of that number, 100 were during the time 
from 1845 to 1854, inclusive. The largest number of arrivals in 
a single year was seventeen, in the year 1851. The Uptons were 
largely interested in this trade, as they were in most of the Salem 
trade with the ports on the eastern coast of South America. Robert 
Upton, James Upton, Benjamin Upton, Luther Upton, and H. P. 
Upton and David Pingree, George Savory, Thomas P. Pingree, Ben- 
jamin Webb and David Moore, were among those engaged in trade 
with Rio Grande. 

From the list of entries from that place at Salem a few are given. 
A complete list would hardly interest the general reader. The brig 
** Trader," John Eveleth, master, entered in June'> 1817, with tallow, 
consigned to Edward Lander. The brig ** Rotund," John Ingersoll, 
master, in July, 1822, to Gideon Tucker. The brig "Cynthia,* 
Shilbber, master, in October, 1828, to David Pingree. The br^ 
* Abby M.," R. Wheathnd, master, in October, 1829, to Putnam L 
Famham and others. The brig ** Quill," Thomas Farley, master, in 
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Novcmbcrt 1831, to Nathaniel L. Rogers & Bros. The brig "Mer- 
maidy^ George Savory, master, in KLny, 1841, to Benjamin Upton. 
Tlie brig^^NoilIuimberlandy" Kane, master, in Noveni1)er, 1842, to 
Thomas P. Pingree. The Iwrk " Clialcedony," J. E. A. Todd, master, 
in October, 1846, to James Upton, and in May, 1847, to Luther Up* 
ton. The brig ** Russell," R. F. Savory, master, in May, 1847, to H. 
P. Upton. The l)ark " Wm. Schroder," J. E. A. Todd, master, in 
March, 1848, to Robert Upton. The bark **Wyman," J. Madison, 
master, in Jul}', 1849, to James Upton. This vessel made many 
trips between Salem and Rio Grande, commanded by Georgo Har- 
rington. The bark ** Sophronia," E. A. Emmerton, master, in July, 
1849, to Ephraim Emmerton. The schooner ** Maria Theresa," O. 
Baker, Jr., roaster, in August, 1849, to D. R. Bowker. Tlio brig 
** Draco," E. S. Johnson, master, in OctoY>er, 1849, and in April, 1850* 
to David Moore. The brig ** Prairie," E. Upton, master, in Novem- 
ber, 1850, to Georgo Savor}' and others. The bark ** Delegate,** D. 
Marshall, master, in January, 1851, to Benjamin Webb and others. 
The bark ** Arrow," in June, 18G0, to James Upton. There wore two 
entries from Rio Grande in 1860, and with those entries the Ssilem 
trade with that place closed. There was a single entry from Rio 
Grande in 1870, but neither vessel nor cargo was owned by Salom 
merchants. 

The Salem trade with Montevideo began about 1811, and ended in 
1861. There was no entry from this port between 1811 and 182S. 
The largest number of entries was during the years 1847, 1848, and 
1853. Robert Upton, James Upton, and Benjamin A. West were 
among those engaged in trading with that port. Hides and horns 
were the principal articles imported. The brig **IIope," Benjamin 
Jacobs, master, entered in June, 1811, consigned to Thomas Per» 
kins. The ship ** Glide," Nathan Endicott, master, entered in No- 
vember, 1823, consigned to Joseph Peabody. The brig ^'Dawn,'^ 
C. Davis, master, in April, 1833, to Putnam I. Farnham. The brig 
** Chalcedony," George Upton, master, in May, 1839, and inOctobety 
1847, to James Upton ; and in l^tarch, 1848, to Luther Upton. The 
bark ** Zotoff," O. E. Bailey, master, in January, 1858, and again in 
August, 1853, to Benjamin A. West. The bark ** Peacock," Upton, 
master, in April, 1853, to Robert Upton. The bark *Aigentine,* 
Geoige Upton, master, in June, 1858, to James Upton. The baric 
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^'Miqnelon," S. Hutchinson, io July, 1853, to E. H. Folmer. The 
brig **M:iry A. Jones," iu Januaty, 1860, and again in July, 1860, 
to Benjamin A. West. There was a single entry in 1861, the last 
entry at Salem from Slontevicieo. 

In the years 1824 and 1825 there were twenty-four entries from 
Maranham. From 1817 to 1858 there were 110 entries. Joseph 
Howard and James Brown were among those most largcl}* interested 
in this trade. The brig ** Henry,** Geoi^ge Burchmore, master, entered 
from Maranham in January, 1817, consigned to Stephen White. The 
brig ** Anson," Hasket D. Lang, master, in May, 1819, to P. & A. 
Chase. The brig ** Alonzo,** George K. Smith, master, in August, 
1819, to Joseph Howard. The brig ** Betsey*," Timothy Ropes, mas- 
ter, in August, 1819, to George Nichols. The schooner ** Mermaid,** 
John Willis, master, in April, 1824, to Pickering Dodge. The 
schooner ** General Brewer,** George Gale, master, in August, 1825, 
to Stephen White. The brig ** Stork,** Stephen Gale, master, in 
Novemiier, 1825, to James Brown and others. The brig ** Calliope,** 
George Creamer, master, in March, 1826, to Bobert Upton. The 
schooner ** Spy,** Benjamin Bussell, master, in April, 1826, to Na» 
thanicl L. Rogers & Bros. The brig ** Edward,** Thomas C. Whit- 
tredge, master, in Ma}", 1826, to Thomas Wliittredge. The schooner 
** Sally Barker,** F. Quarles, master, in June, 1826, to ^licbael Shep- 
ard. The brig "Stork,** Oliver Thayer, master, in July, 1826, to 
Joseph Howard. The brig ** Cynthia,** Benjamin Shillaber, master, 
in April, 1827, to David Pingree. The brig " Wm. Penn," S. K. 
Appletun, master, in January, 1836, to John F. Allen. The brig 
** Amethyst,** R. Hill, Jr., master, in Februaty, 1837, to James Upton. 
The brig "Palm,** in September, 1840, to Thomas P. Pingree. The 
schooner " East Wind,** in June, 1858, to Phippen & Endicott; and 
this entry closed the Salem trade with Maranham. 

Surinam was visited early by Salem vessels. The period of the 
greatest activity in this trade was between the years 1797 and 1810. 
There were twelve arrivals at Salem from this place in 1799, and the 
same number in 1804. There were two entries in 1860, the laal 
made at Salem from Surinam. Coffee, eocoa, sugar, cotton, molasses^ 
and distilled spirits were the principal articles imported. 

The schooner ** St. Jolin,'* W. Grafton, master, entered from Suri- 
nam in October, 1791 , consigned to Joseph Waters. The brig** Lydia,* 
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Eben. Shilltibcr, tna{(tcr« in August. 1796, to William Gray. The 
**Throo Friends, John Endicott, mustort in October, 1796, to Jonathan 
Gardner and Joseiih PealKidj*. The 8ch(K>ucr ** Cynthia,* Ilezekmh 
Flint, master, in DecemlKT, 1796, to Joseph Pe:ibody and Thomas 
Perkins. The schooner ** Diligent,^ James Bulfington, master, in 
February, 1797, to Joseph Spniguo & Sons. The brig •'Katy,** 
Nathaniel Brown, master, in August, 1798, to Benjamin Picknian, Jr. 
The schooner "^Fame," Downing Leo, master, in April, 1798, to 
Samuel Gray and John Osgood. The brig ** Neptune,** Kobert Barrt 
ma&^ter, in May, 1797, to John Barr. The ship **IIcnry,* Stephen 
Webb, master, in Juno, 1799, to Klias II. Derby. Tlio ship **BeU- 
sarins," Edward Allen, master, in August, 1799, to George Crownin* 
shield & Sons. The schooner ** Helen," Samuel King, master, in 
November, 1799, to Benjamin West. The ship ** Atlantic,** Eben 
Learoek, in April, 1804, to Joseph Peabodj'. The Imrk ^'Active," 
John Eudicott, master, in July, 1804, to Benjamin Hodges. Tba 
schooner ** Union,'* Moses Yell, master, in Deccmlier, 1807, to 
llichacl Shepard. The brig ^'Nabby,** Hardy Phippen, master, in 
April, 1808, to Samuel Archer, 3d. The brig ** Uuiou,** Timothy 
B(»pes, master, in October, 1823, to John H. Andrews. The brig 
** Uamblcr," S. Upton, master, in March, 1829, to Benjamin Fabens* 
The brig ** Cynthia,** John G. Waters, m:ister, in August, 1829, to 
David Pingree. The ship ^ William and Henr}',** C. II. Fabens, mas- 
ter, in January, 1838, to David Pingree. The brig ** Mary FranciSt** 
in July, 1855, to Joseph Shatswcll. The b:irk ** Lawrence,** in April 
1857, to Charles II. Fabens. The brig ** Elizalieth,** in April, 1860, 
and in August, 1860, to Benjamin Webb. The abore mentioned 
entries are given to show the names of the Salem merchants engaged 
in trade with Surinam. 

There were three entries at Salem for Bio Janeiro in 18 10. The 
largest number of entries in a single j'ear was in 1824, when six 
vessels entered from that port. The schooner ** Mercury,** Edward 
Barnard, Jr., master, entered from that port in June, 1810, consigned 
to Nathaniel West. The brig ** New Hazard,** Edward Stanley, mas- 
ter, in July, 1810, to John Gardner, Jr. The ship ^Marqnis da 
Someruelas,** Thomas Russell, master, in July, 1810, to John Gardner, 
Jr., and Michael Shepard. The ship ** John,** Jeremudi Briggs, mas* 
ter, in March, 1811, to George Crowniushield. Tbe br^ *Cora»* 
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P. P. Pinci, master, in December^ I8II9 to Jcratbmael Pierce. The 
brig ** Alonzov** Pbilemun Putnam, master, in April, 1823, to Joseph 
Howard. The ship ** Friendship,^ Richard )Icek, master, in Novem- 
ber, 1823, and again in Novemlier, 1824, to George Nichols. The brig 
"Pioneer," Andrew Ward, master, in April, 1824, to John W. Sogers* 
The brig ** Edward," Tliomas C. Whittredge, master, in August, 1824, 
to Thomas Wliitredgc. The brig "'Roscius,'* J. Kinsman, master, in 
Novem1)er, 1824, to Robert Upton. The brig **Thom.ns Perkins," B. 
Shillaber, master, in September, 1832, to Michael Shepard. The bark 
"Richard," J. Hodges, master, in November, 1832, to Joseph Hodges. 
The bark " Imaun," Batcheldcr, master, in April, 1852, to Benjamin 
A. West. The entry of the "Imaun," closed the Salem trade with 
Rio Janeiro. The principal articles imported were coffee and sugar. 

In August, 1832, the brig " Mexican," of Salem, owned by Joseph 
Pcabody, and commanded by John G. Butman of Beverly, left Salem 
for Rio Janeiro, having ou board $20,000 in specie. On Sept. 20th, 
between the hours of 8 and 9 A. M., she was hailed by the piratical 
Spanish schooner "Pinda," Commander Gibert. The pirates came 
on ixKin} the " Mexican," and threatened all hands with instant death 
unless the specie was immediately produced. They obliged the crew 
to bring the boxes containing it on deck, when they at once trans- 
ferred it to the schooner. They then ransacked the cabin and rifled 
the captidn's pockets, taking his watch and money. Not being suc- 
cessful in finding any more specie alnmrd the brig the pirates returned 
on board their schooner. In eight or ten minutes they came back, 
apparently in great haste, shut all the crew below, fastened the com- 
panion-way, fore scuttle and after hatchway ; stove the compasses to 
pieces in the binnacles, and cut away tiller-ropes, halliards, braces 
and most of the running rigging. They then took a tub of tarred 
rope-yarn, and what they could find combustible about the deck, put it 
into the caboose house and set it on fire. As soon as the pirates left, 
the crew of the " Mexican" reached the deck, through the cabia scuttle, 
which the pirates had neglected to secure, and extingubhed the fire, 
which in a few moments would have set the main-sail on fire and 
destroyed the masts. The crew immediately repaired damages, as fiur 
as possible, and set sail for home, where they arrived October It. 
It was doubtless the intention of the pirates to bum the brig, bot 
seeing another vessel in the distance, and bemg eager for more plan* 
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dcr, they did not stop to fully accomplish thoir design, and tbo crew 
thus escaped a horriblo fafo. Tho ** Mexican" had a crew of IS men 
all told, and those now living are John Nichols, John Battis, Jacob 
Anderson and Thomas Fuller, all of Salem, and Benjamin Larcom of 
Beverly, 

Our government ordered a vessel to cruise in pursuit of the piratOt 
but she soon gave up tho chose as hopeless. Tho piratical vessel was 
afterwards captured by an English vessel, and on August 27, 1834, 
U. B. M. brig** Savage," Lt. Com. Loncy, from Portsmouth, England, 
arrived in Salem harbor with sixteen of tho pirates as piisonert. 
The}' had an examination in Salem, and then were taken to Boston 
oud tried before Chief Justico Story. Five of them were hanged 
June 11, 1835. Bernardo do Soto, the mate of the *'Pinda,'* when 
master of the Spanish brig ^^Leon,** had in 1831, at groat personal 
rii$k, rescued seventy-two persons from tho burning ship ** Minerva,** 
of Salem, Capt. George W. Putnam, and for tho bravery and 
humanity displayed by him on this occasion ho was pardoned by 
President Jackson. 

Pcrnambuco was a port at which many Salem vessels touched for 
orders. There were not a great many direct entries at Salem from 
that port. The largest number was in 1826 when there were six 
entries. Among the entries were the brig ^Welcome Return,* 
Jeremiah Briggs, master, in September, 1809, consigned to Josiali 
Dow. Tho schooner "Hannah," Edward Briggs, master, in June, 
1810, to Josiah Dow. Tho brig ** Alonzo," Isaac Killam, master, in 
Augubt, 181 1 , to John Derby. The schooner ** Rising States,** Samuel 
L:imson, master, in March 1812, to James Cook. The ship** En- 
deavour,** Nathaniel L. Rogers, master, in May, 1812, to John For- 
rester. The brig ** Levant,** Samuel Rea, roaster, in October, 1812, 
to Joseph Peabody. The brig ** Cora,** Philip P. Pinel, in September, 
1815, to Jcrathmael Pierce. The brig ** Eliza,** Stephen Galo, master, 
in November, 1819, to Benjamin Barstow. The brig ** Eliza &Mary,*' 
S. Benson, master, in Novemlier, 1825, to S. White and F. H. Story. 
Tho brig ** Olinda,** R. TTheatland, master, in December, 1825 and in 
June, 1826, to Gideon Tucker. .The brig ** Washington,* A. Marshall, 
master, in August, 1826, to William Petty place. The brig * Ame- 
thyst,** R. Hill, Jr., master, in May, 1836, to Robert Upton. Hie 
brig ** Mermaid,** Geoigo Savoiy, master, in May, 1840, to Putnam L 
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Farnlmm. Tho brig ** Gazelle," J. Dewin^rt master, inMareb, I84I9 
to Joseph Shnt^wcll. The entry of tho **Gnzello'' closed the direct 
trade 1>et\Teeii Salem and Pernambuco. The principal aiticle imported 
theuc*e was sugar. 

Buhia, Paraiba, and Patagonia on the eastern coast, and Valimriso, 
Lima, and Guaj'aquil on the western coast of South America, ^rere 
among the places from which vessels entered at tho port of Salem. 
The trade with these places was not ver}' extensive. Tho brig 
** Blakel}'," Benjamin Fabens, master, entered from Bahia in July, 
181!), with molasses consigned to William Fabens. The brig** Lion,** 
J. P. Felt, master, entered from Bahia in June, 1821, consigned to 
John Dike. Tho brig ** Augusta," Seth Sogers, master, entered from 
Bahia in March, 1824, consigned to Gideon Tucker. The brig "^Mer- 
cator," Aaron Miller, master, entered from Bahia in Septemlier, 1826, 
consigned to John F. Andrew. The schooner ** Generous," £. B. 
Hooper, mabter, made several voyages in 1832 and '33 Ixtwoen 
Salem and Paraiba, consigned to Michael Sbepard. The ship** China,** 
II. Putnam, master, entered from Lima in Jul}', 1828, consigned to 
Joseph Peabody. Tho brig ** Herald," Aanm W. Williams, master, 
entered from Guayaquil in August, 1824, consigned to George Niihols. 
The brig ** Phoenix," George Hodges, Jr., master, entered from 
Guayaquil in December, 1826, w*ith 166,120 pounds of cocoa, con- 
signed to Moses Townsend. The brig **Java," Nathaniel Osgood, 
master, entered from Guaj'aquil in January, 1829, and proceeded to 
New York, 

Wesl Coast of Africa Trade. — If the natives on the West Coast of 
Africa have been temperate, they have been so in spite of the efforts 
of the Salem merchants to supply them ^*ith the materials for in* 
tem^Krance. The trade opened early, and Oct. 6, 1789, the schooner 
** Sally," and Oct. 8, 1789, tho schooner ** Polly" cleared for Senegal, 
each with a cargo of New England rum ; and from that time forward, 
Salem has contributed largely to spread a knowledge of the virtues 
and good qualities of New England rum, of the astounding effects of 
gunpowder, and of tho consoling influences of Virginia tobacco, among 
the savage tribes of tho West Coast. The Salem trade with this 
coast has been quite extensive. Tho period of the greatest activity 
was between tho years 1832 and 1864. During that time, thero wers 
558 arrivals at Salem from the AVest Coast of Africa. From 1844 to 
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18G0, only the years 1854 and 1855 show less than twenty entries. 
RoI>crt Brookhon^e, Daniel Abbot, Putnam I. Farnham, Darid 
Pingree, William Hunt, Charles Hoffraan, Ednrard D. Kimball, and 
George West, irero among those engaged in this trade. Hides, 
palm-oil, peanuts, and gum-copal were the princi|KiI articles imported. 
Among the entries, were the brig **St. John,** Thomas Bowditch, mas- 
ter, which entered from Sierra Leone in June, 1796, consigned to Henry 
Gardner & Co. ; the brig ^^Sukey," John Edwards, master, whidi 
entered from Scneg:il in July, 1801, consigned to Henry Prince & Co. 
The brig " Star," Richard J. Cleveland, master, entered from Goree in 
July, 1808, consigned to John Derby. Tlie brig "Siren," Jamos 
Vent, master, entered in March, 1828, consigned to Ro1>ert Brook- 
house. The schooner ** Fredonia," Charles Hoffinan, master, in Sep- 
tember, 1829, to Daniel AblK>t. The brig ^^Shawmut," J. Emcrton, 
master, in July, 1831, to Robert Brookhouse. The schooner "Com- 
plex," J. Burnham, master, in June, 1832, to Richard S. Rogers. 
The schooner "Dollar," John Sticknoy, master, in September, 1835^ 
to Putnam I. Farnham. The brig "Selina and Jane," Joseph Rider* 
master, in August, 1836, to David Pingree. The brig " Elizalieth,* 
N. Frye, master, in March, 1837, and in November, 1837, J. A. 
Phipps, master, consigned to William Hunt. The brig "Richmond,* 
H. Breed, master, in April, 1837, to Ephraim Emmcrton. The brig 
"Cipher," J. Rider, master, in August, 1839, to Charles Hoffman. 
The brig "Tigris," N. A. Frye, master, in Decemlier, 1840, to Robert 
Brookhouse. The brig "Richmond," William B. Bates, master, in 
January, 1842, to Ephraim Emmcrton. The brig "Malaga," 8. 
Varney, master, in October, 1844, to E. G. Kimliall. The brig 
"Ilemld," P. Ayres, master, in February, 1845, to William Hunt. 
The brig " Hamilton," H. Tufts, master, in March, 1847, to Edward 
D. Kimball. The brig "Fawn," J. Rider, master, in June, 1847, to 
George West. The brig " Tam 0*Shanter," J. R. Francks, master, 
in February, 1848, to Benjamin Webb. The brig "Ohio," Josiah 
Webber, master, in April, 1848, to Edward D. Kimball. After 
1848, the trade was largely in the hands of Robert Brookhouse, 
Edward D. Kim1)all, and Charles Hoffman. The last arrival at Salem 
from the West Coast of Africa was the brig ^Ann Elizabeth," from 
Sierra Leone, which was entered by Charles Hoffman, in July, 187S. 
Salem merchants are still engaged in this trade, but their ressols do 
not enter the harbor of Salem. 
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West India Trade. — Tho early trade of Salem was mainly in the 
product of her fidboriea. The first settlers came hither for the pur- 
pose of CbUiblishing a fishing and trading post, and among their first 
acts was the building of stages, on which fish could bo dried and pre- 
pared for consumption. The islands of the West Indies, offered a 
market for the exchange of the fish for other products, such as sugar, 
cotton, and tobacco, and it was natural that a trade between Salem 
and those islands should commence at a very early period. The 
island of Barbadocs, one of the Caribbean group, was one of the 
earliest places at which Salem vessels traded. Salem was trading 
with Barbadoes as early as 1G47. William Hollingworth, then a 
merchant in Barbadoes, writes to his mother, Mrs. Eleanor Holling- 
worth, at Salem, under date of Sept. 19, 1G87, that **fish now att 
present bares a good rate by reason ye Newfoundland men are not 
yet come in but I believe itt will be low anuffo about three months 
hence. Oyle will be ye principal commodity. Pi'ay Ictt my brother 
see this letter I cannot tell what to advise him to send as yett besides 
03'le but in a short time wee shall see what these Newfoundland men 
will doe, what quantity of fish they bring in, and then I will advise 
him further." 

The ketch ** Providence,** John Grafton, master, on her passage 
from Salem to the West Indies, in September, 1C69, was cast away on a 
rock, in a rainy night, and six of the crew were drowned. The mas- 
ter, mate, and a seaman remained on the rock till morning. They 
then succeeded, with difficulty, in reaching an island about half a 
mile away, where they found another of their company. There they 
remained eight days, sustained by salt fish ; and the last four days by 
cakes made from a barrel of flour which had 1>een washed ashore. After 
four days they found a piece of touch-wood and a flint, and with the 
aid of a small knife, they struck fire. They framed a boat, with a 
tarred mainsail and some hoops, and then fastened pieces of boards to 
them. With a boat so made, they sailed ten leagues, to Anguilla and 
St. Martiu*s, where they were kindly received. Joshua Ward was 
one of these sufferers. 

The dangers to which these early navigators were exposed we can 
hardly realize. With no correct charts, and with tho rudest instro- 
ments, they had no method of fixing their exact location while at sea. 
The dangers of approaching coasts were also vastly greater, owing to 
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tho want of light-houses. Bi>ston light-houso was first lit up in 1716 ; 
Thntchor*s Ishmd light-house, in 1771 j tind Bakor*s Ife>Iand light-housa 
in 1798. It is rchitcd that in 1788« n schooner from Bilhosit b«)und for 
llarblchendy was only saved from shipwreck by a seaman fir^t seeing 
the rock in our harbor, called ** Satan," close to the bows (thero was a 
snow-storm at the time), and shouting tho fact to tho crew ; the captain 
being then for tho first time aware of his true longitude on the cciast. 

Salem was trading with the Barbadoes for cotton in 1685, for in 
September of that year, as the small-pox raged thero, the selectmeii 
order ** that all cotton-wool imported thence shall 1)0 landed on Bakcf^« 
Island." In 1686, tlie governor issues a pass to the pink " Speedwell,* 
Thomas Beadle, master, to go to Barb:idoes ; to the ketch ** Hannah«* 
John Ingersoll, master, for Fayal and Barbadoes; to tho ketch 
** Industry," Lewis Hunt, master, for St. Christopher^s ; and to the 
ketch ** Penelope," Edward Hilliard, master, also for St. Chrititophci^s. 
In 1688, a similar pass is issued to the ketch ** Diligence,'* Gamaliel 
Hawkins, master, and the ketch ** Virgin," John AUin, master, both 
bound for Antigua; and in 1689, to the pink **Dove," Zebulon Hill, 
master, and the ketch ** Jas. Bonaventuro," Philip Prance, master, both 
bound for Barbadoes. In 1688, Philip English is trading with Si- 
Christopher's. 

The records of our early commerce aro vague and fragmentary, but 
enough is known to indic:ite that the Salem trade with tho West Indies 
was continued, in a greater or less degree, from tho year 1638, when 
the ship ** Desire " made a voyage to New Providence and Tortuga, nnd 
returned laden with cotton, tobacco, salt, and negroes (slaves), the 
latter the first imported into New England, to a very late period in 
her commercial history. In 1639, tho first importation of indigo and 
sugar seems to have been made, and in 1642 eleven vessels sailed 
from New England fur the West Indies with lumber. The custom- 
house records prior to the Revolution have disapi)eared. Tradition 
tells us that they were carried to Halifax at the breaking out of the 
war. They have never since been found, and we must content onr- 
selves with such information as can be gleaned from other sources. 

In 1736, Richard Derby, the father of Elias Hasket Derby, was 
trading at the West Indies. He continued to prosecute the trade 
until 1751, when he relinquished it to his sons. The law imposinga tax 
on sugar and molasses created great jdissatisfaction among the Salem 
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merchants, nnd there were maay forfeiturea in consequenee. It was 
upon a petition of James Gx^kle, Collector at Salem, for a warrant to 
search for smuggled mo1a«tscs, heard at the old State House in Boston, 
February, 1761, that James Otis made bis immortal plea against writs 
of assistance. 

While the trade between Salem and the West Indies was probably 
continuous from 1638 down to quite recent times, the last entry from 
Havana being in 1854, the period of the greatest activity was from 
1798 to 1812. The entries from Havana and Marlinico were four 
each in the year 1797, while in 1798 there were 21 from Havana, and 
13 from Martiuico. The largest number of arrivals from Havana in 
a single year was in 1800, when there were 41 entries from that port. 
During that year there was imported into Salem over eight million 
pounds of sugar. In 1805, there were 28 entries from Havana, nnd 
44 from Marlinico. Between 1798 and 1812 there were 832 entries 
from Havana, and 232 from Martinico. There was a large trade 
in the latter part of the last century between Salem and Aux Cayes, 
Port an Prince, and the other |)orts of the island of St. Domingo, and 
with the island of St. Eu^tatia. But while Salem vessels were found 
in almost every port in the West Indies, Havana and ^lartinico were 
the principal places with which trade was carried on. 

A list of the merchants engaged in this trade would include the 
names of almost every one interested in commerce during the years 
that the West India trade flourished. Benjamin Pickman was engaged 
extensively in this trade, and amassed a large fortune in it. In recog- 
nition of the ser\'ice rendered him by the codfish, which was the 
principal article of export to the West Indies, Mr. Pickman had a 
carved and gilded effigy of that fish placed on the side of each stair 
in the principal hall of his house, which he built in 1750 and which 
still stands on Essex Street, next the East India Marine Bujldinj;. 
The front of this house is now hidden by a block of stores. 

It is not possible, in the space allotted to this chapter, to give any 
extended list of the vessels entering from the West Indies. In the 
palmj' days of this trade Salem was a |K>int of distribution for laigo 
quantities of sugar and coffee, and the buyers from all parts of the 
country must have given a bustling and busy aspect to streets now 
quiet and almost deserted. It was a custom in those days to make 
up the cargo of a large vessel by inducing various persons to send 
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ndvcntiircs* the owner of tho vcs.^cl getting a commission for buying 
and selling. The brig ** Mtissnfuero,** Andrew Ilaradcn, master, 
entered from ILivnna in September, 1805* with 150,000 iKiunda of 
siigiir eonsigned to Joshua Ward, Jr., 9.000 to Timothy Wcllman, 
6,000 to Eben Seeeomb, 62,000 to S. B. Doano, 2,000 to William 
Monroe, 20,000 to Robert II<K)per & Sons, 4,000 to John Jenks, 
65,000 to William Gniy, 4,000 to Benjamin IL Ilathonio, 5,000 to 
Joshua Po|>e, 3,000 to Joshua Phippen, Jr.,and with a small quantity 
of merchandise consigned to Benjamin West. Among other entries 
from Havana, we find tho ship ** Mount Vernon,'* Elias IL Derby, 
Jr., master, which entered in May, 1799, with 500,000 pounds of 
sugar, consigned to Elias Ilasket Derby, and paying a duty of $12,- 
842.15 and the ship ** Martha," Nicholas Thorndikc, master, which 
entered in December, 1799, with 400,000 pounds of sugar; the two 
vessels landing nearly a million pounds of that commodity. In Octo- 
ber, 1809, tho schooner "Neutrality,** Benjamin Fabcns, master, 
entered from St. Bartholomew's, with sugar and coffco consigned to 
William Fabens. Tho Fabens family for several generations have 
been engaged in trade with the West Indies and Cayenne. Tho last 
vessel to enter at Salem from Havana was the brig ** Vinccnnes,* on 
Juno 29, 1854, consigned to Phillips, Goodhue & Bowker. 

Itussia Trade, — Salem vessels opened the American trade with 
St. Petersburg. On the 15th of June, 1784, the bark "Light 
Horse," Capt. Buffinton, was sent by Elias Ilasket Derby with a cargo 
of sugar, and she was the first American ^vessel to trade at St. 
Petersbui^. 

Salem merchants, in the palmy days of her commerce, were largely 
engaged in trade with Russia. There have 1>een about 289 arrivals 
from the ports o*f Bussia at Salem. The i>eriod of the greatest actiT- 
ityinthis trade was from 1797 to 1811 inclusive, 162 of tho 289 
entries having been made during that time. The lai^est number of 
entries in a single year was in 1811, when there were 81 entries. The 
war caused a suspension of the trade, and in 1812 there were but 
three entries, and none in 1813 and 1814. In 1815 there wore nine 
entries, and the trade continued till 1829, when it ceased almost 
entirely, there having been but about six entries after that year. The 
last vessel to enter from St. Pctcrsbuig was the ship **EcIipse,* 
Johnson, nmster, to H. L. Williams, in September, 1843. All the 
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East India mcrchaots carricil on more or less trade irith Russia, and 
brought from there duck, hemp and iron, with which to make up their 
cargoes fur the East. Elias Haskot Derby, William Gray, Joseph 
Pealiody, Nathaniel West, William Orue, Nathaniel Silsbco, Gideon 
Barstow, Thomas Perkins, Peirce & Wait, Stephen Phillips, Stephen 
White, Pickering Dodge, Simon Forrester, William Silsboe, Joseph 
White, Dudley L. Pickman, John H. Andrews, James Dcveroux 
and Samuel Orne were amoug the Salem merchants engaged in this 
trade. A few of the earlier entries are given, showing the different 
ports from which the vessels arrived. 

The brig ** Ceres,** Thomas Simmons, master, entered from Russia, 
in October, 1789, with 1,546 pieces of sail-cloth and sheeting, 180 
bundles of hemp, 948 bars of iron, and 359 cwt. cordage. The brig 
"Iris," Benjamin Ives, master, entered from St. Petersburg, in Octo- 
ber, 1790. The brig ** Hind," John Bickford, master, cleared for the 
Baltic, June 17, 1790, with GOO barrels of tar, 10 barrels of turpen- 
tine, 4 hhds. tobacco, 27 casks of rice, 21 hhds. N. E. rum and 78 
chests Hyson tea, and entered from St. Petersburg, on her return, in 
November, 1790. The ship ** Commerce,** John Osgood, master, 
entered from St. Petersburg in December, 1790, again in November, 
1791, and again in September, 1792. All these vessels were owned 
by William Gray. The brig ** Good Intent,** M. Haskell, master, 
entered from Russia In December, 1791, again in November, 1792, 
and again in November, 1793, consigned to Simon Forrester. The 
brig ** Polly & Betsey,** Gamaliel Hodges, master, entered from St. 
Petersbui^ in November, 1794, consigned to Joseph White. The 
bark **£sbex,** John Green, master, entered from Russia in January, 
1795, and ag:un in October, 1795, consigned to William Orne. The 
bark ** Vigilant," Richard Wheatland, master, entered from Russia in 
October, 1795, consigned to Simon Forrester. The brig " Hopewell,** 
James Dowling, master, entered from St. Petersburg in September, 

1797, consigned to Nathaniel West. The bark ** William,** Benjamin 
Beckford, Jr., master, entered from St. Petersburg in January, 1798, 
and again in August, 1798, consigned to William Gray. The brig 
"Neptune,** Robert Barr, master, entered, from Russia in October, 

1798, consigned to John Barr. 

The first entry from Archangel appears to be that of the ship 
* Perseverance," Richard Wheatknd, master, in October, 1798. She 
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proceeded to Boston with hor cargo. The brig •Fanny," Jesse 
Smithy master, entered fmm Archangel in NoTcmbcr, 1708, wiili 
hemp, conlagc, candies and soap, consigned to John Derby, Jr. The 
ship " Cincinnatns," Samuel Endicott, master, entered froni St. Peters- 
burg in Xovemlier, 1709, consigned to Joseph Peabody. Tho brig 
** Good Hope," Nicholas Thorndilso, master, entered fnmi St. Peters- 
burg in October, 1801, consigned to Nathaniel West. Tho ship 
**)Iuunt Vernon," Samuel Endicott, master, entered from St. Peters- 
burg in September, 1804, consigned to Joseph Peabody. The 
brig ** Admittance," C. Sampson, master, entered from St. Petersbai^ 
in Scptcmlier, 1805, consigned to John Osgood. The brig " Augusta," 
Timothy Ilaradcn, master, entered from Archangel in September, 
1810, consigned to Jose^ih PealK>dy. Tho ship ** Friendship," Edward 
Stanley, master, entered from this same port in Septemlier, 1811, 
consigned to Jerathmael Peirce. Tho sliip " America," Samuel Briggs, 
master, entered from Riga in April, 1812, consigned to Benjamin W« 
Crowninshicld. The ship "Herald," Eleazcr Graves, roaster, entered 
from Archangel in August, 1815, consigned to Nathaniel Silsbee. 
The brig "Saucy Jack," Nathaniel Osgood, master, entered 'from 
Archangel in November, 1815, consigned to Pickering Dodge. 

Among tho later arrivals was tho brig " Niagara," Oliver Thayer, 
master, which entered from Cronstadt in September, 1828, consigned 
to Joseph Peabody. 

Tho two last arrivals from Archangel appear to have been the abip 
"Diomcde," Samuel L. Page, master, which entered from that port 
in Octol3er, 1820, and the schooner " Regulus," George Chin, nmster, 
which entered in November, 1820, consigned to Edward Lander and 
others. The last arrival from Cronstadt was the brig " Mexican," H. 
Johnson, master, which entered in August, 1836, consigned to Joseph 
Peabody. There was no other arrival from Russia until September, 
1843, when the ship "Eclipse," Johnson, roaster, entered firom St. 
Petersburg, the last vessel to arrive at Salem froro that port. 

Trade tciih Spain and Portugci. — Among the earliest porta to 
which Salem sent the product of her fisheries for a market, were tliose 
of Spain and Portugal. This trade began before the year 1700, in 
which year Higginson speaks of the foreign trade of Salem as being 
in "dry merchantable codfish for the markets of Spain and PortngaL* 
Bilboa and Lisbon were among the ports earliest vbited. In 1710, 
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tho diip ** Macklcsficldy" a frigato of 300 toot, beloDging to London, 
and from Lisbon, was cast away ouUido of Bakcr^s Island and lost. 
In February, 1715, the ship *" Hopowcll,** loaded with fish for Bilboa, 
and anchored in tho harbor, was driven ashore on tho rocks in South 
Field, yiobt of her cai^go was unloaded before she was got off. 
BillK>a and Lisbon are mentioned as ports with which Salem vessels 
traded from 1714 to 1718. Philip English was trading at Spanish 
porU from 1694 to 1720; and Kichard Derby from 1732 to 1757. 
Tho lust entry from Bilboa was in 1809. The years 1803 and 1807 
show each eight entries from Lisbon. From 1800 to 1808 the trade 
with Sixiin and Portugsd was at its height. Bi1lK>a, Cadiz, Barcelona, 
Slalaga, Tarragona, Alicant, Lisbon, and Oporto were among the 
ports from which Salem vessels brought cargoes. After the war of 
1812 there were but few entries from either of those ports, saving 
that of an occasional cargo of salt from Cadiz. 

Tho ship ** Astrea,** Henry Prince, master, entered from Alicant in 
April, 1799, with 58,003 gallons of brandy and 4,446 gallons of wine, 
consigned to Elias IL Derby, and paying a duty of $20,930.59. The 
brig ** Favorite," Uenry Sust, Jr., master, entered from Bilboa in 
December, 1800, consigned to Peter Lander & Co. The schooner 
" Willard,** from Alicant, in July 1800, with red wine and brandy to 
Willard Peele & Co. The brig *" Essex," Joseph Ome, master, from 
Barcelona, in July, 1800, with red wine and soap to William Orne. 
The brig ** Nancy," Thomas Barker, master, from Tarragona, in 
October, 1801, with brandy to Samuel Gray. The brig "Minerva," 
Archelaus Bea, master, from Alicant, in May, 1802, with brandy and 
salt to William Gray. The snow ** Concord," William Leech, Jr., 
master, from Oporto, in September, 1802, with port wine, &c.f to 
William Gray. The brig ** Hannah," Clifford C. Byrne, master, from 
Mabga, in November, 1802, with wine, &c., to Joseph White. The 
ship " Restitution," John Derby, 3d, master, from Lisbon, in April, 
1805, with wine, figs, and salt to Simon Forrester. The bark 
"Active," William P. Richardson, master, from Malaga, in June, 
1807, with 23,746 gallons of Malaga wine to Timothy Wellman, Jr. 
The brig " Washington," Nathan Story, master, from Barcelona, in 
July, 1807, with red wine, brandy, and soap consigned to Stephen 
Phillipe. The brig " Sukey and Betsey," Caleb Cook, master, from 
MaLiga, in November, 1807, with wine and nusins to Edward Allen. 
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The ship ** Sally*" Nnthnn Cook, mnstcr, from Lisbon, in September* 
1821, with 8aU» &€., to Jnmot Cook. The last entry from Lisbon 
was in 1829. The principal articles iroportecl from S^min and Portu- 
gal were salt, wine, brandy, and soap. 

Tixtde with other European Porin. — Prior to the war of 181 2 Salem 
Tcssels were to bo found in all the principal i>ort8 of Europo, and 
Salem merchants were trading with Coi>onhagen, Gottenburg, Stock- 
holm, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Hamburg, Rotterdam, London, Liver- 
pool, and Bordeaux. The principal trade with 0>penliagcn was 
between 179G and 1807 ; there were 8 entries in 1799 ; with Gotten- 
burg, from 1809 to 1812, and from 1820 to 1823, there being 18 
entries from that port in 1810; with Antwerp, from 1817 to 1830. 
there being 9 entries from that port in 1827 ; with Hamburg, from 
1798 to 1802, there being 5 entries in the last-named year; with 
Amsterdam, from 1802 to 1806, there 1>eing 5 entries in the first- 
named year; and with Bordeaux, from 1794 to 1807, there being 18 
entries in 1804 and the same numlier in 1805, the whole period show- 
ing 69 entries. There were only occasional entries from the other 
ports. Tlie last entry from Copenhagen was in 1816; from Amster- 
dam, in 1823; from Antwerp, in 1836; from Hamburg, in 1828; 
from Gottenburg, in 1837 ; from Rotterdam, in 1834 ; and fix>m Bor- 
deaux, in 1815. 

From Copenhagen the brig ** Francis," J. Wallace, master, entered 
in March, 1792, and agsiin in November, 1792, with iron and g1:iS8 con- 
signed to William Gray. The early trade with Copenhagen seems to 
have been carried on largely by Mr. Gray. John Fisk, Ezekiel H. 
Derby, Joseph Peabody, Thomas Perkins, and Geoi^ Crowninshield A 
Sons were also engaged in this trade. The whole number of entries 
from Copenhagen was 45. Tlio last entry was the schooner ** Rover*** 
Josiah Dewing, master, in August, 1816, consigned to Pickering 
Dodge. 

From Gottenburg, the schooner " Nancy," Bichard Derby, master, 
entered in August, 1791, with iron consigned to E. II. Derby, Jr., A 
Co., and John Fisk. The ship ** Nancy,** J. Deverenx, roostert 
entered in August, 1792, consigned to John Fisk. From 1794 to 
1804 there were no entries fn>m this port. The ship **Bising States," 
Benjam'n Beckford, Jr., master, entered in February, 1804, with 
hemp to William Gray. The schooner * Saucy Jack,* Bciysmia 
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Upton, master, in September, 1809, with gloss to Timothy Wellman, 
Jr. The brig "Neptune," Henry King, master, in December, 1810, 
with corclnge, steel, and sheet-iron to John Saandors. The ship 
** China," Hiram Putnam, master, in Octo1>er, 1820, with iron to 
Jo8cx)h Peabody. The brig** Jane," Thomas Saul, master, in July, 
1820, with iron to Willard Peele. The brig ** Boscoe," J. Briggs, 
master, in October, 1825, with iron to Charles Saunders. The brig 
"Cynthia," Benjamin Shillaber, master, in October, 1826, to David 
Pingrco. The ship "Borneo," I. Nichols, master, in September, 
1835, with iron consigned to Z. F. Silsbee. Tlio brig " Leander," J. 
S. Kimball, master, in August, 1836, to Joseph Peabody. The whole 
number of entries from Gottenburg was 61. The last entry was the 
brig " Mexican," in July, 1837, consigned to Joseph Peabody. 

From Antwerp, the ship " ^lessenger," Edward Stanley, master, 
entered in June, 1817, consigned to John Forrester. The brig 
"Nancy Ann," John B. Osgood, master, in August, 1817, to Stephen 
Phillips. The brig "Naiad," Nathaniel Osgood, master, in July, 
1823, to Gideon Barstow and others. The brig "Indus," Tliomas 
Moriarty, master, in April, 1826, to Pickering Dodge. The brig 
" Centurion," William Duncan, master, in May, 1826, with linseed 
oil to Nathaniel West, Jr. The ship " Friendship," Nathaniel Osgood, 
master, in May, 1827. The brig " Niagara," Olirer Thayer, master, 
in August, 1829, to Joseph Peabody. The whole number of entries 
from Antwerp was 55. The last entry was the brig " Curlew," J. 
Cheevcr, master, in October, 1836, consigned to Edward Allen. 

From Amsterdam, the brig ** Peggy," Jonathan Derby, master, 
entered in September, 1794, with glassware, paint, iron, steel, and 
ribbons, consigned to Benjamin Pickman, Jr. The ship "EUsex," 
Solomon Stanwood, master, in September, 1800, with 42,871 pounds 
of cheese, 5,000 pounds of nails, and 8,000 gallons of gin to Nathan^ 
iel West and William Gray. The ship " Alinenra," Matthew Folger, 
master, in Septemlier, 1802, with gin, steel, and cheese to West, 
Williams & Crowninsbield. The whole number of entries from 
Amsterdam was 23. The lost entry was the ship " Endeayour," James 
D. Gillis, master, in October, 18SS. 

From Hambui^, the schooner "John," Benjamin Webb, master, 
entered in December, 1792, with steel, gloss, and spirits, consigned to 
John Fisk. The schooner " Patty," Edward Allen , Jr. , master, in Ooto- 
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bor, 1794, with gin, brandy, hemp, and bohca tea to Natbaniel WjMt. 
The brig** Hope,** Benjamin Shil]a1>er» master, in October, 1794^ to 
Ji>hn Norris. Hie bng •'Salem,'* Oliver 01>car, master, in June, 
1799, with gin and hemp to ^yilliam Gray. The ship *" Friendship,* 
Israel Williams, master, in July, 1799, to "Pcirce & Wait. The brig 
"Thetis," John Fair6eld, master, in Novemlier, 1799, to Jonathan 
Gardner. The schooner "Qynthia,** John H. Andrews, master, in 
November, 1801, to Pickering Dodge and others. The brig ^ Helen,* 
Samuel C. Martin, master, in Decemlier, 1816, with iron to Hum- 
phrey Dcvercux. The brig ^ Roscoe,** Iknjamin Vanderford, mastor, 
in September, 1823. The whole number of entries from Hamburg was 
36. The last entry was tlie brig "^Texel," Samuel Wells, master, in 
January, 1828. 

From Rotterdam, the ship ** Pegg}',** James Very, master, entered 
in August, 1791. The ship ** Active," George Nichols, master, in 
August, 1803, with gin to Benjamin Hodges & Co. The liark 
** Georgetown," Joshua SafTord, master, in Septemlier, 1806, to Pick- 
ering Dodge. The brig ** Indus," John Day, master, in November, 
1823, with white lead, nutmegs, and mace to Henry Prince. The 
whole number of entries from Kotterdain was 16. The last entry was 
the ship ** Borneo," C. Prescott, master, in May, 1834. 

From Bordeaux, the brig ** Essex,** John Green, master, entered in 
November, 1790, consigned to Ome ic Saunders. The brig ** Colum- 
bia," Henry Rust, master, in April, 1792, to William Gray. The bri^ 
** Nancy," Edward West, master, in July, 1794, with wine and sweet- 
meats to John Derby, Jr. The brig ** Favorite," Peter Lander, master, 
in October, 1795, to John Norris & Co. The schooner ** Betsey," Israel 
Williams, master, in Noveml>er, 1796, with brandy, wine, and cheese, to 
Pcirce & Wait. The brig " Exchange," William Richardson, master, 
in May, 1797, with claret wine and brandy^ to Esekiel H. Derby. The 
schooner "Jason," Benjamin West, Jr., master, in Jnne, 1797, to 
Benjamin Westft Son. The brig ** Nancy," Jonathan Neal, master, in 
August, 1797, to William Gray. The brig "^Catherine," Daniel Gould, 
master, in Slay, 1803, to Joseph Peabody. The brig ** Poropey,** 
James Gilchrist, master, in March, 1804, with wine and 21,77f 
gallons of brandy to Joshua Ward. The ship ** Prudent," Edward 
Ford, master, in July, 1804, to Nathaniel West. The brig "* Edwin,** 
Penn Townsend, master, in October, 1804, with' wine and pmnes to 
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Moses Townsend. The brig " Industry," J. Cook, master, in Febm- 
nry, 1805, to William Ome. The ship "Algol,*" Thomas Folinsbie, 
master, in October, 1807, with wine to Nnthnn Robinson. The whole 
number of entries from Bordeaux was 75. The last entry was the 
schooner ** Cyrus,** Benjamin Upton, master, in November, 1815, with 
brandy, yellow ochre, and prunes to Robert Upton. 

From Stockholm the ship ** China," H. Putnam, master, entered in 
August, 1823, consigned to Joseph Pcabody. The brig ** CenturioQ,** 
Samuel Hutchinson, master, in October, 1829, with iron, consigned 
to Gideon Tucker. 

From Christiania, the brig ** Industry," Samuel Smith, roaster, in 
March, 1812, with iron hoops and window-glass to William Ome. 
The brig** Cuba," Josiah B. Andrew, master, in November, 1816, 
with iron, steel and glass, to John Andrew. 

On the 7th of January, 1796, the ship ** Margaret," of Boston, 
John Maokay, master, with a valuable cargo from Amsterdam, went 
ashore in Salem harbor on the eastern Gooseberry, during a snow- 
stonn. The captain and three others perished on the wreck. The 
rest were saved by men from Marblehead. On the 11th of the 
same month, the brig ** John," Ebenezer B. Ward, master, from 
Loudon, was lost on the Great Misery, during a snow-storm. There 
was, at this time, no light on Baker's Island, and these shipwrecks 
led the Salem Marine Society to send a memorial to Congress, dated 
in February, 1796, in which it is stated that **much of the property, 
and many of the lives of their fellow-citizens are almost every year 
lost in coming into the harbor of Salem, for want of proper lights to 
direct their course. No less than three vessels, with their cargoes 
and sixteen seamen have been lost the present season." The Act 
authorizing the erection of a light-house on Baker^s Island, was ap* 
proved April 8, 1796, and the lights were shown for the first time 
Januaiy 8, 1798. 

Mediterranean Trade. — Besides the Spanish ports on the Mediter- 
ranean, Salem vessels visited Marseilles, Genoa, Naples, Leghorn, 
Messina, Palermo, Smyrna and Trieste. Salt, wine, brandy, figs, 
raisins, almonds, candles and soap were among the articles imported 
from those ports. Leghorn and Marseilles were the ports most fre- 
quently visited. From 1804 to 1808 there were 46 entries from the 
former and 20 from the latter port. From 1821 to 1829 there were 
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41 entries from Leghorn and 17 from Marseilles. The Inst entry from 
Legliom was in 1841, and from Marseilles, in 183S. Tho prindpal 
trade with tho Mediterranean ports was from 1800 to 1808. 

From Leghorn, the ship ** Martha,** John Prince, Jr«, mastefj^ep- 
terecTin'July, 1799, with 40,893 gallons of wine, 18,490 gallons of 
brandy, and 6,744 pounds of soap, consigned to Elias II. Derby^ and 
paying a duty of $12,840.12. The ship ** Lucia,** Thomas Meek, mas* 
ter, in July, 1800, with brandy, soap, &c., to William Gray, and pay- 
ing a duty of $20,301. The brig "Sukey,** Samuel Sweet, mastert 
in August, 1800, to Simon Forrester. The ship ** Friendship,** Israel 
Willismis, master, in September, 1805, to Pcirco & Wait. Tho brig 
** Betsey," Andrew Tucker, master, in June, 1806, with soap, tallowt 
tigs, currants, rai^^ins, almonds and candles, to Joseph Pealiody and 
Gideon Tucker. Tho ship **America,** Joseph Ropes, master, in June, 
1807, to Nathaniel SiUbeo. Tho t$hip ** Hope,** James Barr, master, 
in Xpveml)er, 1807. Tho brig ** William and Charles,** Isaae Killamt 
master, in November, 1807, with soap, candles, currants and wine, to 
Michael Shepard. There were no entries from Leghorn from 1808 to 
1816. The ship ** Sophia,** Jonathan P. Felt, master, entered in 
April, 1816, consigned to Charles II. Ome. Tlie ship ** Eliza,** Wii- 
liam Osgood, master, in January, 1821, to Stephen Philli|)s. The 
brig "^Eiisex,** William Fairfield, master, in January, 1822, with can- 
dles, soap, raisins, &c., to Nathaniel SiUlN>e. The ship ** Two Broth- 
ers,** William Messcrvy, master, in February, 1823, to Ilolten J. 
Breed. The brig ** Gov. Endicott,** H. C. Mackay, master, in Octo- 
ber, 1823, to Pickering Dodge. The brig **:ilalay,'* J. Richardson, 
master, in May, 1825, with lead and currants to Nathaniel Silsbee. 
The iKirk ** Patriot,** John Marshall, master, in August, 1826, to John 
H. Andrew. The ship ** Janus,** Henry G. Bridges, master, in Ao- 
gust, 1829, with salt, wine, and letter paper, to Gideon Tucker. The 
brig **Amazon,** Oliver Thayer, master, in March, 1832, with salt, 
£c., to Joseph Pcabody. The last vessel to arrive from Leghorn was 
the brig ** Mexican,** II. Johnson, master. She entered in September, 
1839, in ^Lirch, 1840, and in Septemlier, 1841, consigned on each 
voyage to Joseph Peabody. The whole number of entries from Leg- 
horn was one hundred and thirteen. 

From Marsi*i11es, the schooner ** Union,** Stephen Field, master, en- 
tered in October, 1802, consigned to Edward Allen. The ship 
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^^Ulysses,"* William Silugford, master, in August, 1804, with prunes, 
almonds, 18,199 pounds of soap, 48,233 gallons of wine, and 1,571 
gallons of brandy, consigned to William Gray. The ship ** Endeavour,"* 
James Buffinton, roaster, in July, 1805, with 44,902 gallons of claret 
wine, &c., to Simon Forrester. The brig ** Industry," Jonathan Cook, 
master, in March, 1806, to William Ome. The brig ** Sukey,** Sam- 
uel B. Graves, master, in November, 1807, to Nathan Pierce. The 
schooner **Agawam,** Francis Boardman, master, in June, 1816, to 
John Dodge. The ship ** Perseverance,'' James Silver, master, in 
October, 1816, with salt, brandy and claret wine, to ATlUard Peele 
and William Fettyplace. The brig ** Cygnet,** Samuel Kennedy, mas- 
ter, in July, 1823, with wine, to Stephen AVhite, The brig '•Java,** 
William H. Neal, master, in September, 1823, with 35,295 gallons of 
red wine, 1,045 gallons of oil, and 9,708 pounds of soap, to Jonathan 
Neal. The ship ** Endeavour," J. Kinsman, master, in December, 
1827, to Dudley L. Pickman. The ship ** Messenger," James Buffin- 
ton, master, in January, 1828, to John Forrester. The ship ** Ben- 
gal,* J. Richardson, master, in August, 1830, to Pickering Dodge. 
The whole number of entries from Marseilles was fifty-three. The 
last entry was the brig **Roque," T. Seaver, master, in February, 
1833, with salt, ^., to Joseph Peabody. 

From Naples, the ketch "John," Stephen Phillips, master, entered 
in March, 1799, with 25,000 gallons of brandy and 46,417 pounds of 
soap, consigned to Elias H. Derby, and paying a duty of $11,299. 
The 1[)rig"Cniger," John Barton, master, in July, 1800, with soap 
and wine, to John & Richard Derby. The ship ** John," Daniel 
Bray, master, in May, 1804, with 32,437 gallons of wine, to Benjamin 
Pickman, Jr. The brig **Belleisle," Samuel Leech, master, in August, 
1805, to Pickering Dodge and Nathan Robinson. The ship ** Hercu- 
les," Edward West, master, was seized in Naples in 1809, but Oapt. . 
' West had the good fortune to obtain her release in order to transport 
Lucien Bonaparte and family to Malta, thus saving his ship from con- 
fiscation. The ** Hercules" was owned by Nathaniel West. The 
schooner ** Joanna," Jonathan Hassam, master, entered in January, 
1810, with brandy, ^c, to Samuel Gray. The last entry from Naples 
was the ship ** Francis," William Haskell, master, in August, 1810. 
This vessel was purchased of the Neapolitan goreninient by the Amer- 
ican ooDsnl, to bring home the crews of American vessels confiscated 
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by order of tluit j^ovemmcnt. Sbo brought 214 pcraoiM, a laise 
number of whom belonged in Salera. The Salem vessels and cai^goet 
eondcmiied at Naples were valued at $783,000. 

Tlie ship ** Margaret,** of Salem, William Fairfield, master, lea 
Naples April 10, 1810, with a crew fifteen in number, and thirty-one 
passciigoni. On Sunday, May 20, a squall struck the ship, and she 
was thrown on her beam-ends. As every i>erson on board was on 
deck at the time, they all reached either the bottom or side of tbe 
ship, the waves at the time making a continual breach over her. 
Monday moniing the sea was toleraMy smooth, and one of the boats 
having been rc|)aired, Capt. Fairfield and fourteen men left the nliip in 
her, and were picked up on Saturday, May 26, by the brig ** Poacher,"* 
of Boston. The sufleriugs of those left on the wreck can hardly be 
im.ngiued. After the long-boat had de|>arted, they raised a signal of 
distress. On the 28th, a gale swept away the stage they had erected, 
and the provisions they had gxithered, except a small quantity of wine 
and salt meat. On the 30th, they made another stage over tbe fore- 
castle, and so kept themselves out of the water. Juno 3d, one of 
the number died of fatigue and famine. For seven days ibey had 
nothing to drink each d:iy but an allowance of three gallons of wine 
for all, and a glass of vinegar for each man. Many could not resist 
the temptation to quench their thirst from a pi[)e of brandy which liad 
been saved from the cargo. On tlie 5th, twelve of their numlier, 
overcome by their hardships and privations, died ; and anotlier on the 
next day. By the 6th, the whole of the upper dock had gone, and no 
food was left but beef and pork, which could not be eaten, becaose 
there was no fresh water. Since the time of the disaster. May 20, 
four vessels had passed in sight of the suflbrers on the wreck, and 
added the pangs of disappointed hope to their other trials. 

On the 7th, five of the number left the wreck in a small yawl. 
These were John C. Very, E. A. Irvin, and Jeptha Layth, of Salem; 
Henry Larcom, of Beverly ; and John Treadwell, of Ipswich. They 
left about ten survivors on the wreck, and from these no tidings ever 
came. Who can imagine their agony, as hope gradually faded out, 
and they died one by one in mid-ocean. The escape of thoee in the 
small boat is a remarkable instance of human endurance amid suflTer- 
ings and hardships almost incredible. For sixteen days after leaving 
the wreck they had nothing to sustain them but brandy, a gill in 
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twenty-four hours ; and to quench their thirst were obliged to resort to 
most reToIting mcaus. Ou the night of Juue 22d there was a fall of 
rain, and water was caught in handkerchiefs sufficient to partially allay 
their thirst. June 23d» Treadwell, worn out with fatigue, hunger, and 
thirst, died without a struggle. The same day* they caught some 
rudder fish, which was the first food they had eaten since they left the 
wreck. On the 28th, Layth died, leaving three surriyors in the boat. 
The next day, with a heavy sea running, they lost their oars and mast, 
and having nothing to steer by they g:ive themselves up for lost. 
They had already been passed by three vessels, when on the dOth they 
saw another in the distance, and strained every nerve to get in her 
track. In this they were successful, and Capt. Stephen L. Davis, of 
Gloucester, the master of the vessel, received them and treated them 
with great care and kindness. Tossed about in a small and shattered 
boat for twenty-three days, with scarcely any food or water to sustain 
them, exposed to storms and gales in which it seemed hsuxlly possible 
that such a craft could keep afloat, their escape from such extraordi- 
nary perils and privations is hardly paralleled in the history of marine 
disasters. 

From Messina, the ship "Prudent," Benjamin Crowninshield, mas- 
ter, entered in December 1803, with 11,406 gallons of red wine, 
6,413 gallons of white wine, 4,308 gallons of brandy, and 9,810 
pounds of soap, consigned to Nathaniel West. The ship ''Two 
Brothers,** John Holman, master, in October, 1804, to Israel Williams. 
The brig "^ Louisa," Richard Ward, Jr., master, in August, 1810, to 
James Cook. The brig "* Harriot,'' Samuel Becket, master, in Octo- 
ber, 1811, with soap, raisins, almonds and wine, to Nathaniel Silsbee. 
The brig'' Eliza and Mary,** Thomdlke Procter, master, in August, 
1818, to Stephen ^Miite. The bst entry was the brig "Centurion,** 
Samuel Hutchinson, master, in June, 1831, with currants, oil, Ac* 
to Gideon Tucker. 

From Smyrna, the brig "Independence,'* Nathaniel L. Rogers, 
master, entered in April, 1810, to Dudley L. Pickman. The brig 
"Reward,** James Hayes, Jr., master, in July, 1810, with almonds, 
raisins and figs, consigned to Qiarles H. Orne and Dudley L. Pick- 
man. The brig "Resolution,** Samuel Rea, master, in April, 1812, to 
Joseph Peabody. The brig "Hope,** John Beckford, master, in D^ 
cember, 1829, with 125,000 pounds of figs, to Daniel Abbot mod 
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Robert Stone. The last entry was the brig "Leander*** James Silyer, 
master, in Januarys 1831» with salt, fig8» raisins and wool, to Joneph 
PealK>dy. 

From Trieste, the brig ''Texel,'* Qiarlos Ilill, master, entered in 
Dcccml>er, 1825, with olive oil and lead, consigned to John W. Rog- 
ers. The bark "Eliza,** Samuel Benson, master, in July, 1829, with 
hemp and glass, to Stephen White. 

The brig ** Persia,** John Thistle, master, from Trieste for Salem« 
belonging to Silsbee, Stone & Pickman, and having a cargo of nigs 
and sumac, was wrecked in the storm of March 5, 1829, on a rocky 
shore near Brace*s Cove, about a mile and a half below Eastern Point, 
Gloucester, and all on board perished. 

From Genoa, the brig ** Nereus,** David A. Keal, master, in March, 
1822, with raisins, &c., to John W. Rogers. The brig "Rebecca," 
J. P. Andrews, master, in July, 1831, to John H. Andrew. 

Among other entries was that of the brig "Tclcmachus«'* Penn 
Townscnd, master, from Constintinople, in May, 1810, with cordage, 
figs, raisins and currants, to David Burditt. 

^^ova Scotia Trade. — About the year 1840 the trade between 
Salem and Nova Scotia, and the other British provinces on the east> 
em coast of North America, began to be vigorously prosecuted, 
mainly by English vessels, whose captains often owned both sliip and 
cargo. This trade increased very rapidly. Wood, coal, and plaster 
were among the principal articles of import. In 1840, there were M'^ 
teen entries ; in 1845, 107 ; in 1850, 391 ; in 1855, 328 ; in 1800, 
215; in 18G5, 118; in 1870, 117; in 1875, 59; in 1878, 53. Dur- 
ing the thirty years from 1841 to 1870, inclusive, there were 5,724 
entries. The period of the greatest activity was from 1848 to 1857, 
inclusive, when there were 3,253 entries, or an average of 325 for 
each year. 

California TVacIe.— A letter giving definite information of the dis- 
covery of gold in California, reached Salem in October, 1848. The 
brig ** Mary and Ellen** was then fitting for sea. A caif;o suitable 
for the California trade was at once put on board, by Stephen C 
Phillips and others, and the brig, under command of Capt. J. H. 
Eagleston, was cleared Oct. 27, 1848, for the Sandwidi Ishinds Tk 
California. Salem agun takes the lead, for this was the first vessel 
to sail for California from Massachusetts after the gokl disooveiy. 
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Both yessel aud cargo were sold in California. The first Tessel that 
cleared from &Iassachusetts for San Franci^ico direct, with an assorted 
cargo and passengers, was the barqne "Eliza," of Salem, loaded by 
John Bertram and others, and commanded by Capt. A. S. Perkins. 
She left Salem, Dec. 23, 1848, and arrived at San Francisco, June 1, 
1849. Alfred Peabody, of Salem, was among the passengers, and 
upon bis arrival he found that Capt. Eagleston bad already sold the 
"^Mary and Ellen,** and her cai^o. John Beadle, Jr., Dennis Rideout, 
George P. Buffiim, George W. Kenney, and Jonathan Nichols, all of 
Salem, were passengers with Mr. Peabody. 

The bark ** Lagrange," Joseph Dewing, master, sailed from Salem 
ft>r San Francisco March 17, 1849, taking as passengers the ** Salem 
and California Trading Company," among whom were Joseph Dewing, 
Anthony Francis, Nicholas Bovey, J. K. Vincent, P. Gilnmn, John 
H. Pitman, H. B. Ik>gardu8, II. A. Tuttle, C. R. Stoiy, A. Robbins, 
John McCloy, George Harris, C. C. Teele, Joseph L. Bartlett, Wil- 
liam P. Leavitt, Thomas B. Flowers, Eben Chapman, Qiarles E. 
Brown, William H. Sibley, O. A. Gordon, John H. Dakin, Daniel 
Couch, D. A. Nichols, Moses Prime, Edward Fuller, William Brown, 
B. F. Symonds, William Sinclair, and James Stewart, of the Trading 
Company, and Nathaniel Osgood, and Richard H. Austin, all of 
Salem. On board the same vessel were twelve passengers from 
Dan vers, four from Lynn, two each from Manchester and Beverly, 
four from Gloucester, and about ten from other places. 

The ship * Elizabeth," J. S. Kimball, master, was cleared for San 
Francisco April 3, 1849, by W. P. Phillips. Brackley R. Peabody 
and Robert M. Copeland, of Salem, went as passengers. The bark 
" Ann Parry," William M. Harron, master, was cleared June 20, 1849, 
for San Francisco, by Benjamin Webb. James C. Briggs and Wil- 
liam H. Clark, of Salem, passengers. The ship " Talma," William 
B. Davis, master, cleared Sept. 11, 1849, and the bark "Backus,* 
A. D. Caulfield, Jr., master, cleared Nov. 28, 1849, for San Fran- 
cisco. In the "Backus," Joseph Allen, Charles R. Julyn, Thomas 
W. Taylor, William Stafford and William H. Brown, went as pot- 
sengert. 

- The ship " Crescent," John Madison, master, cleared for Beneda, 
Gilifomia, Dec. 3, 1849. She had been purchased by the Salem 
Mechanics' Trading and Mining Association, and was loaded with 
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130,000 feet of 1iimbcr» frnmed, and made ready for erection iota 
houses ; and the framework of a small steamlioat. On the 6th of 
December the ** Crescent" left Salem with the following-named mem* 
bcrs of the association as passengers : Albert Lackey* Thomas J. 
Gifibnl, Dean C. Symonds, John Madison* Thomas Dickson, Jr*9 
John H. Newton, Jonathan Davis, Eben Waters, Nathaniel Jenkins^ 
John D. Chappie, Edward A. Wheeler, Geoige S. Nichols, John P« 
Dickson, Joshua Po[)e, Gilman Andrews, Ii>rael Ilerrick, Charles L. 
Hardy, William Gnivcs. William P. Bnffum, Asa A. Whitney, Wil- 
liam H. Searles, James Gardner, Payne Morse, Benjamin S* Bourd- 
man, Samuel H. Larrabee, and John Nichols, all of Salem, and a 
number from Ciwrcnce, Fitchburg, Lynn, Newton, in all nnmlicring 
about sixty-one. She arrived at her destinaticm* May 26, 1850, and 
was sold, with her cargo, very soon after arrival. 

During the gold excitement a lai^o number of Salem rcsidenta 
went to California, Siiiling from other ports, Stephen C. Phillips 
and John Bertram were among those engaged in tlio California 
trade. 

Salem Tonnaje. — In 1793, twelve ships were owned in Salem; 
in 1807, sixty; and in 1833, only twenty-nine. In 1825, tliere were 
thirty-two ships, five barks, ninety-five brigs, sixty schooners, and 
six sloops owned in Salem, measuring 34,224 tons — the ship ^^Nile," 
of 400 tons, was the largest ; and in 1828, thirty ships, 102 brigs, 
eight barks, and thirty schooners — the lai^st being the ship ** Ara- 
bella," of 404 tons. In 1833, there were 111 Salem vessels engaged 
in the foreign trade. 

For some time after Salem ceased to Ije a port to which vessels from 
foreign countries brought their cargoes, Salem merchants continued 
to own a large amount of tonnage, but they transacted their business 
mainly in Boston and New York. At the present time (1879), there 
are scarcely more than a dozen vessels hailing from Salem engaged in 
the foreign trade. The ships ** Sumatra,'' 1,073 tons, and "^High* 
lander," 1,352 tons, owned by Benjamin W. Stone; the ships ** Soo- 
loo,** 963 tons, ''Mindoro,'* 1,021 tons, ^'Formosa,'* 1,258 tons, and 
^'Panay,'' 1,190 tons, owned by Silsbce A Pickman; the barks 
** Glide," 493 tons, and **Taria Topan,"* 631 tons, owned by John Bet^ 
tram; the ship ** Cultivator,** 1,508 tons, owned by Paul Upton and 
others ; the brigs ^ Maiy E. Dana," 219 tons, and "Lizde J. BigeloWt* 
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130 tons, aud tho schooners ** Cayenne,** 88 tons, and ** Giarlea H. 
Fabens,** 301 tons, owned by C. E. & B. H. Ftibens, are all that are 
left to carr)' the name of Salem to foreign lands. 

Where onco vessels were arriving, somotimes two in a single day, 
from India or other remote ports, but a solitary schooner fonnd her 
way into Salem harlior from a foreign port, other than those from the 
British provinces, during the year ending Juno 30, 1878, and she 
brought a cargo of coal from England. At tho custom-house, where 
in the week ending Sept. 15, 1798, seven Salem vessels, three ships, 
one bark, and three brigs cleared for Copenhagen, there was cleared 
during the i/ear ending June 30, 1878, one vessel to the West Indies, 
and one to Liverpool ; the single entry and the two clearances being 
in the mouth of December. The whole number of foreign entries for 
that year was seventy-nine, of which eight were American vessels, 
and the total tonnage was 8,183. The num1)er of foreign clearances 
was ninety-six, of which nine were American vessels, the totil ton- 
nage being 10,090. 

Whale Fishery, — After the decline of the foreign commerce of 
Salem it was hoped that the whale fishery might be successfully pros- 
ecuted, and for a short time there was quite a fleet of whalers hailing 
from this port. Stephen C. Phillips was agent in 1841 for the ships 
"* Elizabeth,** 398 tons, and ** Sapphire,** 3G5 tons; and the barks 
** Emerald,** 271 tons, ** Eliza,** 240 tons, "* Henry,** 262 tons, and 
" Malay,** 268 tons. John B. Osgood was agent in the same year for 
the ships "Bengal,** 300 tons, "Izette,** 280 tons, "Jas. Maury ,*• 395 
tons, and ** Mount WoUaston,** 325 tons; and tho barks ** Reaper,** 
230 tons, and ** Statesman,** 258 tons. Nathaniel Weston was agent 
for the bark ** Palestine,** 248 tons. The ** Malay ** was lost July 27, 
1842, on Europa Rocks in Mozambique Channel. The * Eliza** was 
condemned at Tahiti June 15, 1843, and the "Statesman** at Tal- 
cahuaua, Nov. 3, 1844, 

During the year ending April 1, 1837, sperm oil to the value of 
$124,440, and 108,065 gallons of whale oil, valued at $40,866, were 
landed at Salem. There were 432 hands employed in this business. 
During the year ending April 1, 1845, there was landed at Salem 
45,705 gallons of sperm oil, valued at $39,306, and 18,345 gallons of 
whale oil, valued at $5,686 ; the number of hands employed being 
110. The hopes entertained at tlie outset in regard to the whale 
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&bcr}' were destined ooTortu be realized. Felt snys, in 1847, "there 
are two whalers from Salem. Tlie pni8[)ect is that this perilous coh 
ploymciit, recommenced in hope as to its increase, contiuuanco and 
pn»fit, will iMiou terminate in disappointment.'' Benjamin Webb had 
some YOz^sols engaged in this 68her}*« and John C. Osgood was agent of 
the last whalers that hailed from the port of Salem. This business 
was abandoned several years ago and to-day (1879) no whalers srs 
owned in Salem. 

Coasting Trade, — While Salem has lost her foreign trade, 
the harbor of Salem is not entirely barren of Tcssels ; for a hurge 
amount of tonnage, laiger even than when she was at the height of 
her commercial pro8|)erity9 eugiiged in the coasting trade, brings coel 
to Salem for distribution to the mills of Lowell and Lawrence. la 
1870, there entered the harbor, 1,812 coasting vessels, having aa 
aggr<^g*'>lc tonnage of 213,514; and 1,237 ves^U, measuring 203,798 
tons, entered during the year ending June 30, 1878. The Salem 
and New York Steamship Company maintained a line of steam 
packets l)etween Salem and New York from July, 1871, to June, 187S. 

The ** Massachusetts,** the first steamboat to enter Salem harbor, 
arrived from New York in July, 1817, and was employed for a shoii 
time in making excursions in the bay. She was regarded at the timo 
as a great curiosity and attracted considerable notice from the towiia> 
people. 

The Custom-IIouse. — Hand in hand with commerce come the eol* 
lectors and officers of the customs revenue. Before 1819, and 
during the palmy days of Salem commerce, there was no govem* 
ment building for the accommodation of such officers. Sak-m haa 
been established as a port of entry at le:i8t since 1658. In 166St 
Hilliard Veren was collector; and in 1683, Slarblehead, Beverljt 
Gloucester, Ipswich, Rowley, Newbury, and Salisbury are annexed 
to the port of Salem by order of the Court of Assistants, and it ia* 
decreed that this port and Boston shall be lawful ports ia thia 
Colony, where ** all ships and other vessels shall lade or unlade, ai^ 
of the plantations enumerated goods, or other goods from foreiga 
ports, and nowhere else, on penalty of the confiscation of such ship . 
or vessel, with her goods and tackle, as shall lade or unlade else 
where.* 

At an eariy period, commerce seems to have centred abo«t 
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Creek Street and the locality of the present Eastern Railroad Sta- 
tion. This is the supposed location of the "Port House on the 
South riyer** mentioned in an order of the Quarterly Court in 1686. 
All the "cannowes of the South Syde, are to be brought before the 
Port House att the same time to be viewed by the Surrciors*** 
These "cannoires** were used for transporting passengers to North 
and South Salem before the days of bridges, and in them they some- 
times went fowling "two leagues to sea.** There was auother port 
house on North River, and much business was done in former years 
on that side of the town. 

The Custom-House for thirty-four years was in a building on the 
comer of Gedney Court, erected in 1645, and known as the French 
house, having been tenanted by French families. In 1789, it was on the 
site of the present bank building in Central Street. Maj. Hiller was 
the collector. In 1805, it was removed, under Col. Lee, to the Central 
Building on the opposite side of the street, where a carved eagle and 
shield, lately restored, still mark the spot. In 1807, it was in Essex 
Street for a time, opposite Plummcr Hall; in 1811, it was on the 
comer of Essex and Newbury streets; and in 1813, in the Central 
Building again, where Col. Lee resided, and whence, in 1819, it was 
removed to the government building erected for the purpose at the 
head of Derby Wharf, where it now remains. This building stands 
upon land bought of the heirs of George Crowninshield, and was the 
site of the Crowninshield mansion-house, which was removed to 
nufke way for the present structure. It was * intended to accommo- 
date a hoped-for increase in the commercial prosperity of the place- 
hopes destined never to be realized — and was built a world too large 
for any necessary purpose, even at the time when India was a new 
region, and onl}* Salem knew the way thither."* This custom-house 
is a substantial, two-stoiy brick building, with a large warehouse In 
the rear, the whole surmounted by a cupola, from which the inspect- 
ors can watch for incoming vessels. It is now out of all propor- 
tion to the business of the port, and the time is not far distant 
when it will be abandoned for some smaller quarters. 

There has been collected in imposts at the port of Salem, since 
the organization of the Union in 1789, more than twenty-fire millions 
of dollars. From August 15, 1789, to 1791, the amount col- 
lected was $108,064.48, and the number of foreign entries was 805. 
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From 1791 to 1800, inclusive, the duties were $2,949,817.19» and 
the foreign entries 1,508. From 1801 to 1810, inclusive, the duties 
were $7,272,633.31, and the foreign entries 1,758. From 1811 to 
1820, inclusive, the duties were $3,832,894.81, and the foreign entries 
835. From 1821 to 1830, inchisive, the duties were $4,685,139.58, 
and the foreign entries 1,226. From 1831 to 1840, the duties were 
$1,987,509.12, and the foreign entries, 903. From 1841 to 1850, 
the duties were $1,534,558.58, and the foreign entries 2,327. From 
1851 to 18G0, inclusive, the duties were $1,816,676.42, and the 
foreign entries 3,693. From 1861 to 1870, inclusive, the duties were 
$846,741.74, and the foreign entries, 1,420. The large increase in the 
nuni1)or of foreign entries since 1841 is due to the largo trade then 
carried on between Salem and Nova Scotia. From 1871 to 1878, 
inclusive, the duties were about $223,911.96. The duties for the 
quarter ending Dccem1)er 31, 1807, when the embai^o was officially 
announced in Salem, were $511,000, which is the largest amouut ever 
collected at Salem in a single quarter. The goods were imported in 
22 ships, 3 barks, 19 brigs and 23 schooners. In 1868 there was 
collected in duties $118,114.37, of which $30,000 was paid in a single 
month. In 1878 the whole amount collected was only about $11,000, 
of which only aliout $3,600 was for direct imports. 

Foreign Arrivals, — As an indication of the changes that took place 
in the foreign trade of Salem it will be interesting to note at periods 
of ten years the different ports from which vessels arrived. 

In 1790,. the foreign entries at the cubtom-house were: from Cadis 
4, St. Martin's 15, St. Eustatia 14, Bristol 2, Cape of Good Hope 2, 
Aux Cayes 10, St. Lucia 6, Corinna 2, Guadaloupe 9, O^ Francois 
11, Isle of May 3, Lisbon 7, Port au Prince 15, Bilboa 4, Canton 4, 
Cape de Verde 2, Malaga 2, Martinico 5, St. Ubes 2, St. Petersburg 
4, and one each from St. Mark's, New Brunswick, Nantes, GKittenburg, 
Bordeaux, St. Domiugo, Gibralter, St. Croix, Turk's Island, Isle of 
France, Hispaniola, St. Seljastian, Oporto, Ireland, Antigua and 
Trinidad. 

In 1800, the foreign entries were : from Cape Francois 8, Curacoa 8, 
Purt au Paix 2, Hamburg 3, Murtinico 13, Havana 41, Cadis 4, Suri* 
nam 2, Trinidad 5, St. Thomas 2, La GuayraS, Bilboa 7, ComnDaS^ 
Gibralter 3, Lisbon 4, Alicant 5, St. Christophei^s S, St. Lucia 8, 
Port Republican 4, Barcelona 2, Leghorn 4, Naples S, St. Petersbuig 
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3, Copciihngen 2, and one each from Honduras, Jamaica, Tobago, 
Turk*8 Island, Isle of Mayt Demerara, Ciimana, Calcutta, Port 
Dauphin, L*Archahaye, Nova Scotia, St. Barthuloiuew's, PortLibci-ty, 
Russia, Canton, Liverpool, Parimaribo, St. Ubcs, Bombay, Cayenne, 
Madras, Amsterdam, London, Sumatra, Halifax, Genoa, Malaga, 
Nassau and Batavia. 

In 1810, the foreign entries were : from St. Bart's 10, Tonningen 12, 
Sumatra 10, Malag:i 2, Naples 2, Liverpool 3, St. Domingo 4, Bara- 
eoa 2, Cadiz 4, Cayenne 2, Gottenbuig 13, La GuajTa 2, Havana 
26, Canton 2, Smyrna 2, Matanzas 8, Valencia 2, Turk's Island 2, 
Pcmambuco 2, Rio Janeiro 3, Messina, 3, St. Pierre's 3, Point Petre 
3, Martinique 2, Cronstadt 2, Archangel 7, St. Lucia 2, Trinidad 2, 
Surinam 2, St. Petersburg 3, and one each from Calcutta, Porto Rico, 
Palermo, Algcsiras, Constantinople, Cumana, Kiel, Angostura, Jac- 
quemel, Gustavia, Malta, Gibniltcr, Exuma, Buenos Ayres, Chris- 
tiana, Stralsund, St. Ubes, Capo Henry, Guadaloupe, Nevis, Riga, 
Madras, St. Vincent*s and Pillan. 

In 1820, the foreign entries were : from Cape Henry 3, Port an 
Prince 4, Havana 5, Ginton 2, St. Pierre's 8, Sumatra 6, Amsterdam 
3, ^larauham 3, Para 3, Leghorn 4, Calcutta 6, Batavia 7, St. Salva- 
dor 3, Surinam 3, St. Jago 2, Matanzas 3, Manila 3, Isle of May 2, 
Gottenburg 5, West Indies 2, Bermuda 2, St. Andrew's 5, Antwerp 
2, St. Petersburg 6, Archangel 2, Cayenne 3, and one each from 
Samarang, 2iIartinico, Java, St. Thomas, Mocha, South Sea Islands, 
Jeremie, Liverpool, Malaga, Marseilles, Africa, Cronstadt, St. Lucia, 
Havre de Grace, Point Petre, St. Michael's, Pemambuco, Padang, 
Cape Haytien, Port au Prince and St. John's* 

In 1830, the foreign entries were: from Maranham 5, Pars 11, 
Cayenne 7, Sumatra 4, Calcutta 2, Manila 4, Matanzas 4, Port Royal 

2, St. Jago 5, Marseilles 3, Porto Rico 3, Cape de Verde 2, Africa S, 
Havana 5, Point Petre 3, Buenos Ayres 4, Montevideo 3, Rio Grande 

3, Paraiba 2, Antwerp 3, St. Andrew's 2, and one each from l^Iar- 
tinico, Surinam, Crooked Island, Siam, Cadiz, Majunga, Bombay, 
Smyrna, St. Thomas, Canton, Trieste, Halifax, Pemambuco, St. Sal« 
yador, Madagascar, St. Pierre's, Girgenti, Campo Bello, Cronstadt 
and Liverpool. 

In 1840, the foreign entries were : from Surinam 2, Cayenne 10, 
Pkmt 11, Africa 15, 2Sanxibar 7, MonteTideo 8, Somatra 3, Indian 
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Ocean 3, Pcrnnmbtico 3, St. Jngo 4, Manila 2» Maranham S, Wind- 
sor, N. Sm 3, Cadiz 3, Pictou 2, Sidney, N. S.* 4, and one each from 
Pulo Penang, CnrdiflT, Leghorn, Porto Rico, CalcutUi, St. Jobn*a, 
St. Ubo8, Hio Grande, Glasgow, Rridgcpf>rt, Ceylon and Martinico. 

In 1850, tho foreign entries were : from Nova Scotia 391, Pftra 15, 
Africa 22, Rio Grande 13, Zanzibar 9, Cayenne 6, Now Bninswick 2, 
St. Martin's 2, Rnenos Ayres 6, Surinam 2, Newport, Eng., 8, and 
one each from Pennng, Havana, Matanzas, Manila, Turk's Island, 
Prince Edward Island and Aquilla* 

In 1800, the foreign entries were: from Nova Scotia 215, Para 7, 
Africa 25, Cayenne 10, Montevideo 2, Zanzih:ir 4, Surinam 2, Rio 
Grande 2, Buenos Ayres 2, and ono c:ich from Mozambique, Shields, 
Eng., Sunderland, Eng., Port Praya, Newcastle, Eng., and TrapanL 
In 1870, the foreign entries were : from the Britii^h Pmvinccs 117, 
Cayenne 3, Newcastle, Eng., 2, an done each from Zanzibar, Africa, 
Bio Gninde, Cape Verde Islands and Sunderland, Eng* 

In 1878, tho foreign entries were : fn>m the British Provinces 53, 
and none from any olher ports. 

Collectors of Cuntonis. — ^The successive collectors since tho Revolu- 
tion have been Warwick Palfray (lK>m, Oct., 1715; dii*d, Oct. 10, 
1797), from 1776 to 1784; Joseph Hitler (liom, March 26, 1748; 
died, Feb. 9, 1814), 1784 to 1802; William R. Lee (bom, 1744; 
died in office, Oct. 26, 1824), 1802 to 1824; James Miller, 1825 to 
1849; Ephraim F. Miller, 1849 to 1857; William B. Pike, 1857 to 
1861; Willard P. Phillips, 1861 to 1865; Robert S. Rantoul, 1865 
to 1869 ; Charles W. Palfniy, 1869 to 1873 ; Charles H. Odell, 
1873 to the present time. 

Deputy Collectora. — ^The deputy collectors, under the present 
organiztition, have been: Charles Cleveland, from 1789 to 1802; 
William W. Oliver, 1803 to 1839; John B. Kniglit, 1839 to 1848; 
Ephraim F. Miller, 1843 to 1849 ; J. Linton Waters, 1849 to 1854 ; 
Henry E. Jenks, 1854 to 1857; Chipman Ward, 1857 to 1859; 
Henry Derby, 1859 to 1861; Ephraim F. Miller, 1861 to 1864; 
Charles S. Osgood, 1864 to 1873; J. Frank Dalton, 1873 to the 
present time. 

Surveyors. — The surveyors during tho same period have been, 
Bartholomew Putnam, from 1789 to 1809 ; George Hodges, 1809 to 
1817; John Saunders, 1818 to 1830 ; James Dalrymple, 1830 to 16M; 
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Joseph Nob1e» 1834 to 1838 ; EJward Palfray, 1838 to 1841 ; Stephen 
Daniels, 1841 to 1843 ; Nebemiah Brown» 1843 to 1846 ; Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, 1846 to 1849; Allen Putnam, 1849 to 1854; Lewis 
Josselyn, 1854 to 1857 ; Ebenezer Dodge, 1857 to 1861 ; William 
C. Waters, 1861 to 1863; Charles F. Williams, 1863 to 1865; 
Joseph Moseley, 1865 to 1871 ; Charles D. Howard, 1871 to 1875, 
when the office was abolished. 

Saval Officers. — The naval officers have been William Pickman^ 
from 1789 to 1803; Samuel Ward, 1803 to 1812; Henry Elkins, 
1812 to 1829 ; John Swascy, 1839 to 1842; Abraham True, 1842 to 
1846 ; John D. Howard, 1846 to 1849 ; William Brown, 1849 to 1853 ; 
Charles Millett, 1853 to 1858; John Ryan, 1858 to 1860; Joseph A. 
Dalton, 1861 to 1865, when the office was abolished. 

Xathaniel Ilaictliome. — The two most prominent names in this list 
are those of Nathaniel Hawthorne and James Miller. The one, the 
unequalled master of romance ; the other, " New England's most dis- 
tinguished soldier.* Nathaniel Hawthorne was born in Salem, July 
4, 1804, in the house now numbered twenty-one on Union Street. 
He was a descendant of Maj. William Hathome, who came with Got. 
Winthrop in the * Arbella." The name is an old and honored- one in 
Salem, and prominently connected with its early history. On the 
death of his father, in 1808, he lived for a time with his maternal 
grandfather, Richard Manning, on Herbert Street. For a year he 
lived in Raymond, Maine, and then returned to Salem. He graduated 
at Bowdoin College in 1825, in the same class with the poet Longfellow. 
He was appointed weigher and ganger at Boston in 1838, and was 
removed in 1841 for political reasons ; he was surveyor at Salem 
from 1846 to 1849 ; and consul of the United States at Liverpool 
fit>m 1852 to 1856. 

The fame of Hawthorne as a writer was of very slow growth. Id 
1828, he published anonymously the romance, ** Fanshawe,"* and in 
1837, "* Twice-told Tales." In 1840, after having been a resident of 
Lenox, as well as of Concord, he drifted back to the old family mansion 
in Union Street, where, writing in the solitude of his diamber, he says : 
** Here I sit, in my old accustomed chamber, where I used to sit in days 
gone by. Here I have written many tales. If ever I have a biographer 
be ought to make mention of this chamber in my memoirs, because here 
my mind and character were formed ; and here I aat a long, long time. 
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waiting patiently for the world to know me, and eomctimes wondering 
why it did not know mc sooner, or whether it would erer know me 
at all — at least till I were in my grave*** Some years later ho pub* 
lishcd ** The Scarlet Letter,** and there was no longer any doubt whether 
the world would ever know him. This romance has become one of 
the classics of our language, and the subtle genius of the great story* 
teller has reflected a halo of interest around the custom-house which 
brin<;s curious travellers from far and wide to visit it. The mom he 
occupied ; the desk on which he wrote ; the stencil-plate with which 
he put his name on packages ; the room in which ho tells us ho found 
the manuscript, telling the sad, strange atory of Hester Prynne^ 
were, until a few years, preserved and examined with interest by 
tourists. The custom-house was refurnished in 1873, and his desk 
was deposited by his successor in office with the Essex Institute. 

About 1849 he removed to Lenox, and there wrote **The Honse 
of the Seven Gables.** The scene is located In Salem. The work 
added to his growing fame as an author. Among his later works are 
"The Blithcdale Romance,** and **The Marble Faun,** — ^the one a remin* 
iscence of his residence at Brook Farm, the other of his alx>de in Italy. 
He died in Plymouth, N. II., May 19, 1864, while making a short 
journey, in the company of his friend and class-mate. President 
Franklin Pierce. 

James Jfiller was bom in Peterboro, N. H., in 1776. He was bred 
to the law, and left the courts for the camp, on being appointed by 
Jeflerson, in 1808, a major in the 4th U. S. Infantry. He was with 
Gen.Harrison throughout his famous western campaign of 1811; 
then followed Browustown, Chippewa, and Lundy*a Lane, and from 
the last dates his national fume and his brigadier^s commission. At 
that battle Maj. Gen. Brown was in command, and was disabled, and 
Scolt of the First Brigade was also disabled. It was plain that a 
ceilain hill, whose frowning front bristled with artillery, was the key 
to victory. At this juncture Col. Miller was called on to storm the 
work. **I'II try, sir!** was Miller^s reply, and as he says, with hh 
regiment reduced to less than three hundred men, he at once obeyed 
the order. Two regiments ordered to his support quailed and turned 
back. ** Col. Miller,** saj's the official records, ** without regard to 
this occurrence, advanced steadily and carried the height.** *Not one 
man at the cannon,** says he, in writing to his wife, * was left to pal 
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fire to them.* The memorable words, ** Til try sir I " were at once 
embossed u|K>n the buttons of bis shattered regiment, which was pre- 
sented with a captured gun for distinguished gallantry. On the fol- 
lowing November Congress voted him a gold medal bearing his 
likeness, his famous words, and the names of Chippewa, Niagara, and 
Fort Erie. He was also presented with a sword by the SUite of New 
York. Gen. Miller was governor of Arkansas Territory in 1819. 
He died July 7, 1851, in Temple, N. H. 

Mr. Cleveland and Mr. Oliver are remarkable among the deputy 
collectors. The former was born in Norwich, Conn., June 21» 1772, 
and died June 5, 1872, coming within sixteen days of living out the 
century. At the age of ninet^'-eight he attended Mr. Oliver's funeral, 
who died at ninety-one. Mr. Oliver was connected with the custom- 
house forty-six years. He was born in Salem, December 10, 1778, 
and died December 29, 1869. 

Jonathan Pue, now immortalized in **The Scarlet Letter," became 
** searcher and surve^'or** in 1752, and died suddenly in office, March 
24, 17G0. In 1731 William Fairfax, whose name was afterwards 
pleasantly associated with that of Washington, left the coUectorship 
of ibis port and removed to Virginia. 

Marine Insurance Companies. — The rapid increase in the shipping 
at this port which took place after trade was opened between Salem 
and the East Indies, led to the organization of a number of insurance 
companies where the merchant could insure ship and cargo. At the 
different offices of these companies the merchants assembled in the 
evening to transact their business, to read the papers, and to hear 
the general gossip of the day. Here the shipmasters recounted the 
perils they had encountered, and compared notes with each other re- 
garding the voyages from which they had just returned ; and here. In 
the busy da^'s of Salem's commerce, all was bustle and activity and 
life. Many of the offices were retained long after the business had 
greatly diminished, and became a place where the retired shipmasters 
of Salem resorted to discuss the news of the day, and recount the 
departed glories of the past. 

The Essex Fire and Marine Insurance Company was incorporated 
March 7, 1808, William Gray and others incorporators, aisd was 
located in the building on Essex Street, facing Central Street ; Nathan- 
iel Bowditch was its President for many years ; the Ifercbanta* Insiir- 
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ance Company, Peter Laniler, PresMent, was located In tho atoro now 
occupied by Asa Hood, on the west aide of Etfscz House yard; the 
Salem Commercial Insumnco Com|Kiny was incorporated in 1818, N. 
Sils1)ce, Joseph Story and others incfirporators ; George Geveland, 
for many years, President. Tlie Mercantile Insurance Company, in- 
corporated in 1825, John Winn, Jr., President, was located on the 
' western comer of Essex and St. Peter's streets. After that company 
gare up business, the Essex Insurance Company was formed and o^ 
cupied tho same location. Tho Oriental Insurance Company, incor- 
ponited in 1824, was linratcd in the East India Marine building, and 
subsequently removed to Asiatic Bank building. Tlie Social Insui^ 
ancc Company was incorporated March 1, 1808, and reyiyed June 5« 
1830, for ten years, to settle old claims. The Salem Marino Insur- 
ance Company, which was incoqKinited in February, 1856, and com- 
menced business in February, 1857, is the only marine insurance 
company now doing business in S:ilem. William Northey is President, 
and F. P. Richardson, Secretary. 

SFnp'Buildiiig. — It was natural that early attention should have 
been given to shi|>-buildiug, in a settlement where the staple article 
of trade was the product of the fisheries. In 1G29 the Home Com- 
pany sent six ship-builders to Salem, of whom Robert Moulton was 
chief. Ssilem Neck was used for ship-building from the very earliest 
period. So many people were located in that vicinity in 1G79 that John 
Clifford was licensed to keep a victualling house for their convenienee. 
In 1636, Richard Hollingworth, a shi|>-buildcr, who came to Salem 
in 1635, gets a grant of land on the neck from the town, and builds 
a ship of 300 tons there in 1641. It is most probable that prior to 
1637, Robert Moulton and his shipwrights built several small decked 
vessels for the fisheries and for trading. The Home Company order 
three shallops to be built in Salem in 1629, doubtless for fishing pur- 
poses. From 1629 to 1640, Salem had not much shipping of her own ; 
but in the latter year, the Rev. Hugh Peters, of the First Church, s 
man of great energy and sagacity, interested the people in ship-build- 
ing, and in a few years an abundant supply of vessels were buili. 
Salem 1>ecame noted as one of the principal places in the Colony for 
building vessels. 

From 1659 to 1677, there appear to be four noted ship-builders in 
Salem, «one of whom, Jonathan Hckering, gets s grant ol land abont 
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Hanly*d Goto from tho town, to himself and heirs fororer* to boHd 
▼cssclfl upon. From 1G92 to ITIS, seven ship-builders appear prom- 
inent in Salem, among whom are Joseph ILirdy and William Becket, 
In 1662 the town authorities endeavor to accommodate, at Burying 
Point, near the foot of Liberty Street, those desirous of graving vessels. 
In 1676 Salem is said to be one of the principal places for building ves- 
sels, at £4 per ton. Of the 26 vessels belonging to Salem in 1698-99, 
seventeen were built here. From 1700 to 1714 inclusive, registers 
were granted to 4 ships, 3 barks, 9 brigs, 24 sloops and 19 ketches 
belonging to Salem. They ranged from 15 to 90 tons, and 40 of 
them were built here. In 1705 the ship "Unity," of 270 tons, was 
built in Salem, for Boston and London merchants, and in 1709 Joseph 
Hardy built the brig **American Merchant," of 160 tons burden. In 
1712 a sale is recorded by Ebenezer Lambert, shipwright, of Salem, 
of ye good sloop ** Betty,'' lately built, of about 80 tons burden, to 
Benjamin Marston, of Salem, for £240, or £3 per ton. 

Vessels were built or repaired in Salem on the neck, including 
"Winter Island ; on the creek running into South River, near the foot 
of Norman Street ; at the Burying Point near the foot of Liberty 
Street, and at other places on the South River ; at Frye's Mills on the 
North River ; and at Ilard^^'s Cove. Referring to the creek running 
into the South River, Felt saj's, writing in 1842, that **it8 course was 
from the South River, below the mills, and up between Norman and 
High streets. A century since boys would go in boats from its waters 
to a swamp in Crombie Street, ^nd collect eggs from blackbirds* 
nests. Britton's Hill, running from Summer Street, formerly had a 
ship-yard, whence vessels were launched into the creek. An octogen- 
arian vividly remembers a brig of 150 tons, which was built on the 
margin of the same waters." It seems hardly credible that the prin- 
cipal commerce and shipbuilding of the town was at one tune carried 
on in this locality, for scarcely a vestige remains to-day of the creek 
or cove, and the South River is gradually disappearing from view, 
and at this point runs through a covered culvert. 

The Beckets have been famous as ship-builders in Salem. The ship- 
yard of the Beckets was situated between Phillips Wharf and Webb's 
Wharf. This place has been known as Becket's Beach, and is directly 
in front of the old mansion-house built by John Becket about 1655. 
It was occupied by the Beckets as a shipyard from 1655 to 1800, a 
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period of 145 years. After 1800, Retire Beckei built his ressels on 
land further to the eastward. 

The most famous vessel built by Retire Beckei, was tlie yadit 
** Cleopntra*s Barge," of 191 tons burden, whose owner, Oapl. Groorge 
Crowninshield, spared no expense in her oonstruciion or in her ap> 
pointments. She was built for a pleasure-trip to the Mediterranean, 
and excited wonder, even at Genoa, for her beauty, luxury and mag- 
nificence. She was launched October 21, 1816, in the presence of an 
immense concourse of people. During the winter of 1817 the harbor 
was frozen over to the Haste and Coney Island, and this vessel having 
returned from her voynge, a great many people drove over the ice in 
sleighs to visit her. Retire Beckot also built, in 1799, the brig **Ao- 
tive," of 206 tons, in which William P. Richardson made the first 
trading voyage from Salem to the Feojee Islands, in 1810 ; in 1800, the 
ship ** Margaret," of 295 tons, which made the first voyage from Salem 
to Japan, leaving Salem November 10, 1800, under command of . 

Samuel Derby; and in 1794, for Elios H. Derby, the skip **lle- | 

covery," of 284 tons, which, under command of Joseph Ropes first 
displayed the stars and stripes at Mocha. He also built for Eilias H. 
Derby in 1798, the ship ** Mount Vernon," of 356 tons; for Geoiga 
Crowninshield & Sons, in 1804, the ship ^America," of 47S tons, 
famous as a privateer in the war of 1812 ; for Z. F. Silsbee and James 
Devereux, iu 1807, the ship " Herald," of 274 tons. The last vessel 
built by lilr. Becket was the brig ** Becket," of 128 tons, for John 
Crowninshield in 1818. 

Ebenezer Mann came to Salem from Pembroke in 1783, and in tlie 
same year commenced building vessels in a yuvA near Frye*s Mills on 
North River, and continued in the business until about the year 1800. 
Among the vessels built by Mr. Mann was the brig ** William," of 18t 
tons, in 1784, for William Gray; the brig ** Fanny," of 152 tons, in 
1785, for Benjamin Goodhue; the bark **Good Intent," of 171 tons, 
in 1790, for Simon Forrester; the schooner ** Betsey," of 108 tons^ 
in 1792, for Jerathmael Peirce ; the brig ^Hind," of 157 tons, in 
1795, for William Ome ; the ship ** Good Hope," of 188 tons, in 1795, 
for Nathaniel West ; the bark ** Eliza," of 187 tons in 1796, for Jo- 
seph White; and the ship "* Prudent," of 214 tons, in 1799, for 
Nathaniel West 

Christopher Turner, wbo came to Salem from Pembroke^ where be 
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was born in 17G7» continued the business of ship-building at Fr]re*s 
Mills after Mr. Mann retired. Ho built, among others, the schooner 
"Essex,** of 114 tons, in ISOO, for William Fabens, for the West 
India and'Ca^-enne trade. The ship "Pompey,** of 188 tons, in 
1803, for William Omo. She was afterwards sold to Joshua Ward, 
made into a brig, and commanded by James Gilchrist. The 
ship ** Hope," of 282 tons, in 1805, for J. & J. Barr. The ship 
"Hunter," of 29G tons, in 1807, for Jcrathmael Peirce. The brig 
"Romp," of 232 tons in 1809, for Nathaniel Silsbee. She was com- 
manded by William Lander, and was confiscated at Naples, in 1809, 
on her first voyage. The ship "Rambler," of 286 tons, in 1811, for 
George Kichols. She was captured by the British in 1812, while 
conimauded by Timothy Bryant. Mr. Turner built, at Union Wharf, 
for George Crownlushicld, the sloop "Jefferson," of 22 tons, for a 
plcasure-3'acht. She was launched in March, 1801, and is believed 
to have been the first regular j'acht built in the United States. 

David Magoun built, on the neck, between the gate and Col. John 
IIathiirue*s bouse, in 1805, the ship "Alfred," 200 tons, for Joseph 
White- 
Barker & Magoun built, at the same place, the schooner " Enter- 
prize," 200 tons, in 1812, and the schooner " Gen. Stark" in 1818. 

Enos Briggs was one of the most uoted ship-builders in Salem. He 
came here from Pembroke in 1790, and built the ship "Grand Turk," 
of 560 tons, for Elios Hasket Derby. She was built on the lot of 
laud next east of Isaac P. Foster's store, aud was launched ^larch 
10, 1791, and replaced the ship *" Grand Turk," of 300 tons, which 
was sold at the Isle of France in 1788. Having built the "Grand 
Turk," Mr. Briggs returned to Pembroke for his family. They arrived 
at Salem July 4, 1*791, and the sloop in which they came brought, 
also, the frame of a dwelling-house, which he erected on Harbor 
Street, and which, for many years after his decease, was occupied by 
the family of his daughter, Mrs. Nathan Cook. Mr. Briggs was bom 
in Pembroke July 29, 1746, and died in Salem Oct. 10, 1819. His 
ship3'ard in Salem was located between Pealiod^' and Harlior streets, 
west of the Naumkeag Cotton Mills. Here ho built, for Elias ILisket 
Derby, in 1792, the ship "Benjamin," of 161 tons, which was after- 
wards commanded by Nathaniel Sils1)ee ; in 1794, the ketch " Eliza," 
of 184 tons, which, under command of Stephen Phillips, made some 
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of the early Toj'ngcs to Calcutta and the IbIo of France ; in ITSS* the 
ketch ** JoIin»** of 258 tons, and tho ketch ** Brothers,** of 148 tons ; and, 
in 1796» the ship ** Martha," of 340 tons. For Geoi^ Cmwninshield 
& Sons, he built, in 1794, the ship ** Belisarius,'' of 261 tons. For 
Pcirce & Wait, in 1797, the ship ** Friendhhip," of 342 tons. After- 
wards commanded by Israel Williams. For Joseph Pcaliody, in 
1798, the schooner **S:illy,'' 104 tons; in 1798, the brig ** Neptune," 
IGO tons; in 1801, the brig ** Catherine,'' 158 tons; in 1803, the ship 
** Mount Vernon,** 254 tons ; in 1804, the ship ** Janus,** 277 tons; in 
1805, the ship ** Augustus,** 246 Umsi in 1807, the ship **Fnmcis," 
297 tons; in 1811, tho ship ** Glide,** 306 tons; in 1812, the br^ 
"Levant,** 265 tons; and in 1816, the ship ** China,** of 870 tons. 
For Nathaniel West, in 1794, the schooner ** Patty,* 111 tons, whidi, 
under command of Edward West, made one of the earliest Toyagee 
from Salem to Batavia; and in 1801, tho ship ** Commerce,** 239 tons. 
For Benjamin Pickman, in 1803, the ship ** Derby,** of 300 tons. 
For Simon Forrester, in 1805, the ship ** Messenger,** 277 tons. For 
William Gray, in 1806, the ship ** Pactolus,** 288 tons. Mr. Brigge 
built, while in Salem, fifty-one vessels of 11,500 tons, among them 
the famous frigate ** Essex,** of 850 tons, built in 1799, and referred 
to elsewhere. 

Elijah Briggs, on the death of his cousin Enos, continued the 
business of ship-building at the yard in South Salem. He built for 
Pickering Dodge, in 1819, the ship ** Gov. Endicott,** 279 tons; in 
1828, tho ship ''Lotos,'* 296 tons; in 1828, the ship ** Mandarin," 
295 tons; and in 1829, the ship ^Rome,** 344 tons. For Jonathan 
Neal, in 1820, the brig ** Java,** 225 tons. For John Forrester, in 
1823, the ship ** Emerald,** 271 tons. For Joseph Peabody, in 1824, 
tho brig ''Mexican,** 227 tons, and the brig ** Amazon,** 202 tons. 
For Gideon Tucker, in 1825, the brig "Olinda,** 182 tons. Mr. 
Briggs was born in Scituate July 17, 1762, and died in Salem May 
29, 1847. 

Elias Jcnks and Ichabod R. Hoyt continued the business of ship- 
building in South Salem down to 1843, and built their vessels a little 
to the westward of the spot occupied by Enos Briggs. They built 
for Joseph Peabody, in 1827, tho ship "Sumatra,** 287 tons; in 1831, 
the ship "Eclipse,** 326 tons; in 1833, the ship "Naples," 309 tons; 
and in 1837, the ship "Carthage,** 426 tons. For Nathaniel L. 
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Bogcrs & Brothers, in 1828, the ship "Cmsoo,'* 350 tons. For the 
Messrs. Silsbce, in 1831, the ship ** Borneo," 297 tons; and in 1840, 
the ship "* Sooloo,* 400 tons. For Thomdike Deland, in 1836, the 
schooner ** William Penn," 125 tons. For David Pingree, in 1843, 
the bark ''Three Brothers," 350 tons. 

In 1834, there had been built in Salem for the foreign trade since 
1789, sixty-one ships, four barks, fifty-three brigs, three ketches, and 
sixteen schooners, measuring 30,557 tons. 

On the Ist of December, 1825, there was launched from the ship- 
yard of Mr. Cottle, in North Salem, near Ome*s Point, a schooner of 
40 tons, built for the use of the American missionaries at the Sand* 
wich Islands. She was called the " ilissionaiy Packet," and sailed 
from Boston Jan. 17, 1826, for the Sandwich Islands. 

Samuel Lewis built, in 1849, the bark "Argentine," for Robert 
Upton, and in 1850 the brig "M. Sbepard," 160 tons, for John 
Bertram. 

Justin Carter built, in 1854, under the superintendence of A. H. 
Gardner, and on the eastern side of Phillips Wharf, for Edward D. 
Kimball, the bark ** Witch," 417 tons ; and subsequently, at the same 
place, for other parties, the ship " Europa," 846 tons. 

Edward F. Sillier, whose shipyard was at the point of land in 
South Salem opposite the end of Derby Wharf, built for R. W. Ropes 
& Co., in 1855, the brig ** Slary Wilkins," 266 tons ; and in 1859 the 
bark ''La Plata," 496 tons. For Benjamin A. West, in 1857, 
the bark "Arabia," 380 tons. She was lost at the Cape of Oood Hope 
on her first royage. For John Bertram, in 1856, the bark " Guide " ; 
in 1861, the bark " Glide," 493 tons ; in 1869, the bark "Jersey," 599 
tons, which was lost at Madagascar on her first voyage ; and, in 1870, 
the bark "Taria Topan," 631 tons. For John C. Osgood and others, 
in 1862, the brig " Star," 250 tons. 

Joshua Brown built, near Miller's shipyard, the schooner "Prairie 
Flower," 106 tons. This vessel was launched on the 27th of April, 
1858. She sailed from Salem Tuesday, June 8, 1858, for Boston, to 
obtain a part of her fishing outfit. A large party of young men were 
on board, invited by the owners to make the trip to Boston. About 
2 P. M., when in the Broad Sound and entering Boston Harbor, the 
schooner was struck by a sudden gust of wind and capsized. The 
water rushed into the cabin, filling it, and of those there at the time. 
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seven wore drowned. They were all under thirty years of age, and 
all of Salem. Osgood Sanborn was 28 ; Daniel R. Fitz, 24 ; Gcoi^ 
C. Clark» 24; Francis Donaldson, 21; Wiiliam H. Russell, 20; 
William H. Ncwcomb, 20, and Lewis B, Smith, 14. The remainder 
of the parly were rescued by vessels that chanced to be near the scene 
of the accident. No such calamity had occurred in Salem since the 
17th of June, 1773, when the king's boat, belonging to the custom- 
house, was capsized in Salem Harbor during a squall, and three men 
and seven women, all of Salem, were drowned* 

Mr. Brown built a number of other vessels, among them the 
schooner ** David B. Nowcomb," 92 tons, in 1860, and the hrig 
" Albert," 325 tons, in 1862. 

Salem Privateers in the Revolution. — The colonists in the War of 
the Revolution were almost destitute of ships of war. They were 
engaged in a struggle with one of the most powerful maritime 
nations, without the means to cope with their enemy on the high seas. 
Their own commerce was ruined, and it was essential to their success 
that provision be made for making the commerce of Great Britain 
suffer, in common with them, the fortunes and vicissitudes of war. 
Boston and New York were occupied and nearly ruined by the enemy, 
and Newport, Philadelphia, Savannah, and Giarleston soon shared 
their fate. The main reliance of the country to preserve its inter- 
course with Europe, and for supplies of arms and military stores, 
was on the shipping of Salem, and a cluster of small ports around it, 
including Marblehead and Beverly. 

Salem at this crisis showed the same patriotic spirit which she has 
always exhibited when the country in its need and distress has called 
on her for assistance. The merchants and mariners of Salem turned 
their vessels into men of war, equipped them with cannon, manned them 
with gallant seamen, and sent them out to meet Great Britain on the 
deep. During this contest there were equipped and sent out from 
this port at least 158 vessels, manned by several thousand brave 
sailors from Salem. They mounted more than 2,000 guns, carrying 
on an avemge twelve or fourteen each. The number of prizes taken 
by Salem armed vessels during the Revolution was about 445. About 
fifty-four of the privateers and letters-of-marque were captured. 
Among the gallant officers who commanded the privateers of Salem, 
were Jonathan Haraden, Thomas Benson, John Games, Benjamin 
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Crowninshieldy John Derby, John Felt, Simon Forrestert William 
Gray, Thomas Perkins, S. Tucker, and Joseph Waters. 

Jbita/Z/an ZfiiraJen. — The daring deeds performed by these men 
deserve a more extended notice than history accords them. A type 
of the character of the Salem commanders may be found in Jonathan 
Ilaraden. He was one of the bravest officers and best seamen who 
sailed from Salem in the Revolution. His desperate actions and won* 
derful triumphs, his consummate cournge and serene intrepidity, 
entitle him to a place in history by the side of Paul Jones and Deea- 
ter, and Farragut and Gushing. The equal of those in bravery and 
daring, his memory should be cherished as one of the dauntless heroes 
of the Revolution. He was born in Gloucester, and died in Salem, in 
1803, in his fifty-ninth j'ear. He came to Salem when a 1)oy. Soon 
after hostilities commenced between Great Britain and her Colonies, 
Captuin Huraden was appointed a lieutenant in the ** Tyrannicide,* 
Capt. Fiske, of Salem, which vessel captured a ro^'al cutter, bound 
from Halifax to New York, and carried her in triumph into Salem. 
Lieut. Haraden soon rose to the post of captain, and took command 
of the **Gen. Pickering,** a Salem ship of 180 tons, carrying fourteen 
six-pounders and a crew of forty-five men and boys. In this ship he 
sailed from Salem in the spring of 1780, with a cai^o of sugar for 
Bilboa, then a famous resort for American privateers. On his pas* 
sage. May 29, 1780, he was attacked by a British cuttei^of twenty 
guns, and beat her off after a contest of about two hours. Upon en- 
tering the Bay of Biscay, he fell in with a British privateer of twenty- 
two guns and sixty men. Having approached in the night, unob> 
served, he ran alongside and commanded her through his trumpet to 
strike to an American frigate or he would sink her. The privateer 
struck her flag, and the captain, when he came on board the ** Picker- 
ing," was mortified to think he had submitted to such inferior force. 
Mr. John Carnes, of Salem, was put in charge of the prize. 

As the vessels approached Bilboa they met a sail coming out, whieh 
the captured captain said was the ** Achilles," a privateer from Lon- 
don, of forty-two guns and 140 men, and added that he knew her 
force. Capt. Haraden coolly replied, **! shan't run from her.** The 
British ship first retook the prize and placed a crew on board, and, 
night coming on, deferred her attack on Cnpt. Haraden till morning. 
As the day dawned, June 4, 1780, the ** Achilles" bore down upon the 
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** Pickering,** aud Cnpt. Harndcn placed his vessel in condition for 
action. After a desperate contest of about three hours* duration, 
the Britis^h ship was obliged to seek safety in flight, notwithstanding 
her greatly superior force. Capt. ILiraJen gave chase, but the 
** Achilles " was liglit, outsailed the " Pickering,** and escai)ed. He 
then n*tumed, coolly recaptured his prize, and carried her in safety 
into Bilboa* 

The battle was fought so near the Spanish coast that an immense 
concourse of spectators, amounting, as was supposed, to nearly one 
hundred thousand, assembled along the shore, in boats, and on the 
hillsides, during the action, and before Capt. Ilamden with his 
prize had been at anchor half an hour, one could walk a mile from 
his ship by stepping from one boat to another. So great was the 
admiration with which the battle and victory were witnessed, that 
when the captain landed he was surrounded by this vast throng of 
strangers and homo in triumph into the city, where ho was wel- 
comed with public and unbounded honors. The late venerable 
Robert Cowan, who was with him, in this action, said that the 
"^Gen. Pickering,** in comiiarison with her antagonist, ** looked like 
a long-boat by the side of a ship," and **that ho fought with a 
determination that seemed superhuman,** and that although in the 
most exposed positions, ** where the shot flew around him in thou- 
sands, be was all the while as calm and steady as amidst a shower 
of snowflakes.** 

On one of the subsequent cruises of this gallant officer in the 
** Pickering," he fell in with a king*s mail-packet, from one of the 
West India isles, homeward bound, which gave him a very warm 
reception. After an action which lasted four hours, Capt. Ilaradea 
found it necessary to haul off and repair damages. Having done so, 
he went again alongside the packet, with all the powder ho had left 
in his cannon. He then hailed the enemy, and told him ho would 
give him five minutes to haul down his colors, and if they were not 
down at the expiration of that time ho would sink him. At the end 
of three minutes the colors came down. The boat, on going along- 
side the prize, found the blood running fmm her scuppers, while the 
deck ap[>cared more like the floor of a slaughter-house than the deck 
of a ship. 

Space will not permit the recital of the numerous other 
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sometimes agninst great oddst in which this intrepid commander 
engaged. During the war he captured more than a thousand guns 
from the ships of the enemy. Amid the din of battle he was calm 
and cool and self-possessed. The more deadly the strife, the more 
imminent the peril, the more terrific the scene, the more perfect 
seemed his self-command and serene intrepidity. He was a hero 
among heroes and his name should live in honored and alTectionata 
remembrance. 

The armed ships of Salem performed valiant service to the country ; 
they intercepted the transport and supply ships sent from Eng- 
land and Nova Scotia to the troops in Boston and New York. 
They resorted to the French islands for munitions of war, and cap- 
tured the ships engaged in the sugar trade. They cruised in the 
Bay of Biscay, in the English and Irish channels ; raised the rate of 
insurance on British ships to twenty-three per cent., and compelled 
England to employ most of her navy in convoying merchantmen ; 
and, although a laige number were captured, they rarely yielded to 
an equal force. 

Salem Privateers in the War of 1812. — When this country was 
once more engaged in a war with Great Britain in 1812, Salem again 
did her part in harassing the commerce of the enemy. She sent out 
forty privateers, with an aggregate tonnage of 3,405 tons, mounting 
189 cannon, and manned by 2,142 men. Some of these privateers 
were very successful in capturing prizes from the enemy. The whole 
number of privateers and private armed ships that were commissioned 
as cruising vessels during the war of 1812 was 250. Baltimore sent 
out fiHy-eight ; New York, fifty-five ; Salem, forty ; Boston, thirty- 
one; Philadelphia, fourteen; Portsmouth, eleven; and Charleston, 
ten. The schooner ** Fame,** of Salem, was a fishing-boat of thirty 
tons and carried two guns and thirty men. She received her commis- 
sion July 1, 1812, at noon, sailed in the afternoon, and sent the first 
prize into Salem. Robert Brookhouse, Jr., was one of her com- 
manders. The sloop ** Jefferson," a pleasure-boat of fourteen tons, 
belonging to George Crowninshield, sailed the same day as the "Fame," 
and sent the second prize into Salem. She carried only one gun and 
twenty men. 

The ship ** America," of Salem, belonging to George Crownin- 
shield k Sons, was the fastest-sailing vessel afloat during the war 
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of 1812, and the most fortunate. She was of 350 tons burden, and 
carried twenty guns and 150 men. She made four cruises, com* 
mauded on the first by Joseph Ropes, and on the third and fourth by 
James Chever, Jr. She arrived in Salem from her third cruise with 
fifty prisoners on board, having taken twelve prizes. She captured 
in her first three cruises twenty-six prizes, and tlio pro^ierty taken 
and safely got into port amounted to alM>ut $1,100,000. 

From the journal of the ^America" on her first cruise, commanded 
by Joseph Roi>es, the following extracts are made. 

Monday, Sept. 7, 1812, at half-past 11 o'clock weighed anchor and 
boat out of the harbor. At noon jiassed Baker^s Island. 

Frid:i}% Sept. 11, carried away the main-to]>-mast with five men 
aloft, but none of them were injured. All hands emploj'cd clearing 
the wreck. 

Wednesday, Sept. 23, at half-past 5 A. M., captured the British 
brig ** James and Charlotte," Lavitt, master, from Liverpool bound to 
St. John's. Cargo, — coal, hats, dr}'-goods, etc. Put Mr. Tibbetts, 
prize master, and six men on board, and ordered her for the first port 
she could make. 

Monda}^ Oct. 5, all hands employed in exercising the guns. Saw 
the island of St. lilichaers bearing W. S. W. | W., 24 leagues. 

Friday, Nov. 6, at 4 P. M., saw a sail to the southward. Wore 
round after her and made all necessary sail in chase. At 9 A. H. 
brought her to and boarded her. She proved to be the British brig 
* Benjamin,* James Collins, master, from Newfoundland to England. 
Saturday, Nov. 7, manned the brig with Joseph Dixon, prize mas- 
ter, and eight men and ordered her for the first port to northward of 
Nantucket in North America. Took the mate and seven men from 
the brig and left the captain, one man and a boy on board. 

Wednesday, Nov. 18, at 7.30 A. M., saw a sail bearing N. W. by 
W. Let two reefs from the topsails and set the main-top-gallant sail 
in chase. 

Thursday, Nov. 19, at 1 P. M., came up with the chase and boarded 
her. She proved to be the ship ** Ralph Nickerson," from Quebee* ' 
bound and belonging to London, with a cargo of lumber. Put on 
board John Procter as prize master, and eleven men, and ordered lier 
for America. 
Tuesday, Nov. 24, at 7.S0 A. H., saw a safl bearing S. W. hj S. 
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and niacle all necessary sail in cbase. At 9 A. M. broagfat her to and 
boarded her. She proved to be the British ship ^ Hope,* from St. 
Thomas bound to Glasgow. Cargo, sugar, rum and cotton. The 
captain informed us he left a fleet three daj's previous, consisting of 45 
sail of vessek under convoy of the **Ring Dove" and "Scorpion," 
sloops of war. Put on board Joseph Valpey as prize master, and 
twelve men, and ordered her for America. 

Wednesday, Nov. 25, at 3.45 P. M., saw a sail bearing south, 
standing easterly. Gave chase and at 4.45 P. M. fired and brought 
her to and boarded her. She proved to be the British brig "^Dart," 
from St. Thomas bound to Glasgow. Cargo, principaHy rum and 
cotton. The boat left the brig with Mr. Sparhawk, Thomns Fuller 
and five prisoners, but unfortunately the boat got under the ship's 
counter aud foundered, lilr. Sparhawk, Thomas Fuller and three 
of the prisoners were saved, the other two prisoners were drowned. 

Thursday, Nov. 26, at 3 P. M., bent the foresail and set it. Brig in 
company, bearing down occasionally to keep in sight of ns. 

Friday, Nov. 27, at 3.30 P. M., made a signal for the brig to bear 
down under our lee. Boarded her and put on board Anthony D. 
Caulfield as prize master, and eight men, and took out all the brig's 
company except the captain, a passenger and one man, and ordered 
her for America. 

Sunday, Dec. 6, begins with a hard gale and squally with rain. 
Several of the officers and crew attacked with a very trou1)le8ome in«> 
flammation of the eyes, which disorder cannot be accounted for. Cur- 
tailed the allowance of water to 3^ pints per 24 hours. 

Wednesday, Dec. 16, at 7.30 A. M., saw a sail to the south-east and 
made all necessary sail in chase. At 8 perceived she was a brig 
steering to the eastward. At 11 brought her to and boarded her. 
She proved to be the British brig **£uphemia* of Glasgow, from La 
Guayra bound to Gibraltar, John Gray, master, mounting ten guns 
and navigated by twenty-five men. 

Thursday, Dec. 17, took eight guns from the prize and put on 
board Archibald S. Dennis as prize master, and eleven men, and took 
from her the first and second officers and twenty-one men. At 5 P. 
M. parted from her and made sail. 

Thursday, Jan. 7, 1813, at 3 P. M., saw the land about &Iarble- 
head, and at 8 o'clock came to anchor m Salem harbor. 
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The six prizes cnpturcil by the ** America* on this cruise were 
▼allied at $158»000. After her return from her last cruise in 1815, 
she iny at Crowuiiishicld's wharf until she was sold at auction in June, 
1831, and broken up, being 27 years old. 

The brig ** Grand Turk * was one of the finest yessels of her class 
in the United States. She was fortunnte as a cruiser, and as famous 
for her good qualities as the * America." She was of 310 tous bur- 
den, carried eighteen guns and 150 men, and was commanded at first 
by Iloltcn J. Breed and afterwards by Nathan Green. She arrived 
at Salem, after a cruise of 103 days, with forty-four of her original 
crew (the rest l)eing on board her prizes) and fifty prisoners. She 
cax)tured seven or eight vessels, one with an invoice of £30,000 
sterling. She had on board goods to Iho value of $20,000. 

From the journal of the **GnmdTurk** while on her last cruise, 
commanded b^' Nathan Green, the following extracts are made. 

Sunday, Jan. 1, 1815, at 12.30, got under way, stowed the anchor 
and cleared the decks. At 2 P. M. passed Baker's Island. 

Friday, Feb. 17, at 3.30 P. 3^1., boarded a catamaran for the pur- 
pose of gaining infi>rmation. She proved to be from Pcrnambuoo, 
and informed us of there being eight British vessels at said port. At 
fi P. M. saw Pernambuco. 

Sunday, Feb. 19, at 5.30 P. M., saw a sail in the north. At 9 A. 
M. boarded the brig ** Joven Fnmcisco," under Spanish colors, frona 
Pernambuco for London, with a cargo of tea, cofiec, sugar and ciii« 
namon, consigned to British merchants. By examination of one of 
the crew, who states the cargo to bo British property, and some let- 
ters and invoices, I have every reason to believe the property to be 
bona fide British. Accordingly, manned her with Nathaniel Archer, 
as prize master, and ordered her for the United States. 

Tuesday, Feb. 21, at 5 P. M. saw a sail in the south, standing to 
the northward. Lay by for her. At 6.30 boarded her. She proved 
to be the British ship "Active Jane," of Liverpool, bound from Eio 
Janeiro to Maranham, in ballast. Took from her seven bags of specie^ 
containing 14,000 mill rees, equal to 17,500 dollars and manned her 
out to keep company during the night. At daylight, boarded, dis- 
mantled and scuttled her. 

Friday, Mar. 10, at daylight, the man at the mast-head descried a 
sail in the eastern quarter. Called all hands immediately and made 
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sail in chaso. Soon after saw another tail on the weather bow. Stilt 
in pursuit of the chase and approaching her fast. At 6.30 passed 
Tciy near the second sail, which was a Portuguese schooner standing 
TV. S. W. At 7 saw the third sail three points on our lee bow, the 
chase a ship. At 8 discovered the third to be a large ship by the 
wind to the north and westward. At 10» being \ of a mile to wind- 
ward, discovered the chase to be a frigate, endeavoring to decoy as. 
Tacked ship and she immediately tacked and made all sail in pursuit 
of us. Soon perceived we had the superiority of sailing, displayed 
the American flag and fired a shot in defiance. At 11, the wind 
hauled suddenly to the westward. The frigate received a favorable 
breeze which caused her to lay across and nearing us fast. At 11.80 
the frigate within gunshot, got out our sweeps and made considerable 
progress although calm and a short head sea. Frigate commenced 
firiug, got out her boats and attempted to tack four difleront times but 
did not succeed. Hoisted our colors and gave her a number of shot. 
A ship to leeward, a frigate also. At noon swept our brig round with 
her head to the northward, and having the sea more favorable, left the 
chaser considerably. The day ends with extreme sultiy weather, all 
hands to the sweeps and both ships in pursuit of us. 

Saturday, Mar. 11, at dark, frigates using every exertion to near as. 

Sunday, l^Iar 12, at 1.30 P. M., saw two sail two points on our lee 
bow, soon discovered them to be the two frigates still in pursuit of 
us and much favored by the breeze. At 5 P. M. light, variable 
winds with us, and the enemy still holding the breeze. Took to our 
sweeps. At dark the enemy's ships bore S. S. W. 

Monday Mar. 13, at 2 P. M., the enemy having been out of sight 4| 
hours, concluded to get down the fore-topmast and replace it with a 
new one. All hands busily employed. At 3 saw a sail in the north- 
west quarter. At 4 descried a second sail ahead standing for us. At 
5.30 got the new fore-topmast and top-gallant-mast in place, rigging 
secured, yards aloft and made sail in pursuit of the latter. At 7 
came up and boarded her ; she proved to be a Portuguese brig bound 
from Bahia to Le Grande, with a cargo of salt. Finding ourselves 
discovered by the British cruisers and being greatly incumbered with 
prisoners, concluded to release them and accordingly paroled five 
British prisoners and discharged ten Spaniards and put them on board 
the brig, after giving a necessary supply of provisions. 
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Saturday, Mar. 18, at S P. M., come up and spoke a Portugueae 
brig from Africa bound to Bio Janeiro trith a caigo of slares. Filled 
away in pursuit of a second sail in the N. W. At 4.30 she hoisted . 
English colors and commenced firing her stem guns. At 5.20 took 
in the steering sails, at the same time she fired a broadside. We 
opened a fire from our larboard battery and at 5.30 she struck her 
colors. Got out the boats and boarded her. She proved to be the 
British brig ** Acorn," from Liverpool for Bio Janeiro, mounting four- 
teen cannon and having a cargo of dry-goods. At 5.50 we received 
the first boat-load *of goods on board. Employed all night in dis- 
charging her. 

Sunday, Mar. 19, at daylight saw two frigates and a brig on the lee 
beam in chose of Us. Took a very full boat-load of goods on board, 
manned out the prize with Joseph Phippen and eleven men and 
ordered her for the United States. As the prize was in a good plight 
for sailing I have great reason to think she escaped. One of the 
frigates pursued us for three-quarters of an hour, but finding that she 
had her old antagonist, gave over the pursuit. Having on board one 
hundred aud sixty odd bales, boxes, cases and trunks of goods, whidi 
I conceive is very valuable, and the brig^s copper and rigging being 
very much out of repair and the water scant, conclude to return home 
with all possible dit^patch. As another inducement I have informa- 
tion of a treaty of peace being signed at Ghent between the United 
State and Great Britiin and only remains to be ratified by the former. 
Wednesday, Mar. 29, at 4 A. M., saw a sail to windward very near 
us, and tacked in pursuit of her. At 8.30 came up with and boarded 
her. She proved to be a Portuguese ship from Africa bound to 
Maranham with 474 slaves on board. Paroled and put on board said 
ship eleven British prisoners. 

Saturday, April 15, boarded the American schooner ** Commit,* of 
and from Alexandria, for Barbadoes, with a cargo of flour. They gave 
us the joyful tidings of peace between America and England, whidi 
produced the greatest rejoicing throughout the ship's company. 

Saturday, April 29, 1815, at 7.30 A. M., saw Thatcher^s Island bear- 
ing N. W. At 8 saw Baker's Island bearing west. At 9.30 came to 
anchor in Salem harbor, cleared decks and saluted the town. Thus 
ends the cruise of 118 days. 
The "^ Grand Turk * was sold to William Gray May 80, 1815. 
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The schooner ** Helen** was a merchant vessel, loaned by her own- 
ers, the Messrs. White and J. J. Knapp, for the purpose of capturing 
the English privateer ** Liverpool Packet,** which for months had 
rendered herself a terror to all vessels entering the bay. Her cruising- 
ground was in the vicinity of Cape Cod, although she once was seen 
inside Half- Way Rock. Capt. John Upton originated the project of 
fitting out the ** Helen," and going to capture the ** Liverpool Packet.** 
He spoke to others about it on the morning of Nov. 12, 1812, and 
the "* Helen** was got ready, and seventy volunteers raised, in about 
four hours* Before the next momiug she was at sea. Those who 
started the expedition formed a procession, preceded by the American 
flag, and by James McCarthy with his drum, and Henry Hubon with 
his fife, and marched through the streets of Salem, led off by Capt. 
James Fairfield. Before night, on the day the expedition was first 
talked of, the vessel was prepared with stores, ammunition, and can- 
non, and at nine o'clock that night she was off Naugus Head. They 
found the English vessel they sought had sailed the previous day for 
St. John, and thus the object of Uieir expedition fuled. 

Of the forty private armed vessels belonging to Salem during the 
war of 1812, three were ships, three brigs, twenty-three schoonerst 
four sloops, two launches, and five boats. Twenty-three of the num- 
ber were built in Salem. Twenty-six were captured by the enemy. 

This account is necessarily brief, but the extracts from the journals 
of the ** America ** and ** Grand Turk,** two of the most famous vessels 
that sailed from Salem during the war, will serve to show the manner 
of life led on board a Salem privateer, and will further show that 
even by the crews of these vessels the news of peace was luuled as 
** joyful tidings.** 

Condusion. — ^The sketch of Salem*B commerce and matters con- 
nected therewith, contained in this chapter, is sufficiently extended to 
give the reader an insight into that interesting period of her history. 
The younger readers will find it hard to realize that Salem led the 
way from New England round the Gape of Good Hope to the Isle 
of France, and India, and China; that her vessels were the first 
from this country to display the American flag and open trade with 
St. Petersburg, and ZanzilMur, and Sumatra ; with Calcutta and Bom- 
bay ; with Batavia and Arabia ; with Madagascar and Australia : and 
yet snch is the plain story of her achievements. The adventures of 
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bcr brave officers !n unknown seas ; their cnconniers with pirates and 
savage tribes ; their hairbreadth escajKS ; their tales of shipwreck, and 
of imprisonment among the Algerines, and in the prisons of France 
and S^iain ; and the strange and thrilling incidents of their early T07- 
<>gc89 — would make a tale which even the imaginings of romance could 
hardly parallel* 

But the commercial prosperity of Salem is a thing of the past. 
Her triumphs on the seas have passed into history, and the record 
is closed. Derby Street no longer presents a scene of bustle and 
activity, — of sailors greeting friends on their arrival from the far 
East, and of others preparing for departure ; the shop windows no 
longer display curious trinkets and odd ventures gathered from all 
quarters of the world; the boarding-houses where the returning 
sailor found a home, with the inevitable clothing-shop attached, 
where he was invited to spend his hard-earned wages, have been 
a long time closed ; and the rope-walks, the sail-lofts, and the ship 
chandlers* shops are deserted and abandoned. The foreign com- 
merce of Salem, once her pride and glory, has spread its white wings 
and sailed away forever. But the traditions of the past will always 
make a bright page in her history, and the motto on her municipal 
seal, **To the furthest port of the rich East," scattered far and wide 
as she each year sends forth her official documents, will serve to 
perpetuate and hand down to posterity her brilliant commercial 
record. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

SKETCH OF THE HASUFACTCBIKO AND BU8IKES8 IXTEEESTS OF 8AIJCM. 

Proceeding from the commercbl to other business interests of Salem, 
the manufacture and trade in leather first demand consideration, as 
these two branches form by far the krgest single interest. 

I7ie Leather Interest. — A brief retrospect of the foundation and 
growth of this business may be interesting. The exact date of the 
beginning of the manufacture of leather in Salem is not attainable, 
neither are any very definite facts regarding the location of the first 
tanning and curr}'ing shops* There appears to have been a tannery 
near the present lower end of Liberty Street, at a very early date. 
This is shown by the records, and has been corroborated by the ex* 
cavation there of remains of tan and of horns of cattle. The common, 
and the territory eastward of it, previous to 1800, was a more or less 
swampy locality, and on the north and east sides of it had been lo- 
cated, for many years, a number of tanneries. Within a dozen years, 
evidences of the location of tan yards have been found in digging to 
lay sewers in the lower end of Forrester Street. The business finally 
located on the North Siver, and extended up towards Peabody, along 
the line of the water-course, and this valley is to-day the greatest 
tanning district in the country. The trade hereabouts suffered a de- 
cline about forty years ago ; but during the last thirty years it has 
grown rapidly, and all attempts to divert it to other places have fiiiled 
to check its increase in this its original habitaL Salem is as famous 
for its tanneries as Lynn is for its shoe-shops. 

In 1639, Philemon Dickerson was granted land **to make tan pits 
and to dress goat skins and hides.** Afterwards, tanners were occa- 
sionally mentioned, and in 1642, **Ould Thooaas Eaboume* was 
"* prosecuted" for ** wronging the country by insufficient tanning.* 
For the offence he was "admonished" and fined a small sum. The 
same year the General Court passed an order "that no person using 
the feat and misteiy" of currier, butcher or shoemaker, "shall ezei^ 
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ciso the feat or miBtcry of a tanner." It aecms to have been not vn- 
conimon in those days for families to tan their own leather and make 
their own shoes. For this purpose they used a trough hollowed cot 
of a pine log. The hides were out into strips of a suitable width for 
the soles of shoes, and alternated in the trough with layers of oak 
bark pounded up with a mallet. 

In a century after the first beginnings, or in 1750, an old Quaker 
preacher in Danvcrs, named Joseph Sonthwick, had so far improTed 
the method as to grind the bark with a circular stone revolred by horse- 
power. This was the first bark-mill. Another and mndi greater 
advance in the art of tanning was made in the early part of this ceo- 
tur)% when steam and water-power were brought into use in the more 
laborious parts of the process. This, together with some improre-* 
ments in the methods of working, led to a great improvement in tho 
business. 

There were four tanneries in 1768 ; eight in 1791 ; seven in 1801 ; 
twelve in 1811 ; thirteen in 1821 ; twenty-three in 1831 ; twenty*foar 
in 1836 ; eighteen in 1840. In 1836 there were tanned 68,677 hidee ; 
the value of leather tanned and curried was $398,897 ; hands om- 
ployed, 194 ; capital used, $299,170. In 1844 there were forty-one 
tanneries, employing 280 hands ; value of leather tanned and curried, 
$642,671 ; capital invested, $401,668. In 1850 there were thirty- 
four tanners, the same number of curriers, fifteen who followed both 
trades, and two leather and morocco dressers and colorers, — totnl« 
eighty-five. Then 550 hands were employed in the business, and the 
value of the leather tanned and curried was $869,047,70. It has 
been found extremely diflScult to obtain even an estimate of the aver- 
age business for the last five years, as a fair statement to pass into 
history ; but careful investigation and consultation with leading man- 
ufacturers and dealers place the figures at the following estimate: 
Capital employed, $1,250,000; annual production, $4,000,000; num- 
ber of men employed, about 1,000. Most of the capital employed is 
home capital, and the Salem banks discount a large proportion ot all 
the "* leather paper** passed in the transaction of this great burinev. 

Cotton Manufacture. — The next industry in order of importance 
is the manufacture of cotton cloth, carried on by the Naumkeag Steam 
Cotton Company, which was incorporated April 5, 1839, with a capi- 
tal of $200,000. The first mill erected was completed in 1847, the 
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capital stock having been meanwhile increased to $700,000. It was 
then the lai^st and best appointed mill in the United States. The 
building was 400 feet long by 60 feet wide, contained Si^lM mule 
spindles, and 643 looms, and its weekly production was 94,000 yards 
of cloth, weighing 22,000 pounds, made from No. 30 yarn, 72 picks 
to the inch. 

The mill was successful from the start ; and, after twelve years of 
uninterrupted prosperity, the capital stock was increased to $1«200,- 
000, and a second mill, 428 feet long by 64 feet wide, containing 
35,000 spindles and 700 looms, was built, and successfully operated 
in connection with the first mill. 

In 1865 the capital stock was further increased to $1,500,000, and 
a third mill built. This building is 189 feet long and 95 feet wide, 
and contains 15,000 spindles, and 350 looms. The three mills at this 
time (1879) contain 90,000 spindles and 1,900 looms, driven by two 
pair of Corliss steam-engines, of 2,000 horse-power in the aggre- 
gate. The mills employ 1,200 operatives, and consume 11,500 bales 
of cotton per annum, in the production of 14,700,000 yards of cloth, 
weighing 4,730,000 pounds, and varying from 28 to 108 inches wide. 

yianufacture of Jute. — ^The manufacture of jute bagging was com- 
menced in 1865 by the late Francis Peabody, who built a mill at the 
foot of Skerry Street, and commenced to weave the first cloth in the 
£ill of that year. In 1867, a second mill was built on Webb Street, 
and a company was formed under the name of the India Manufactur- 
ing Company. About the year 1870, Mr. Peabody transferred the 
original mill to a company organized as the Bengal Bagging Company. 
In June, 1875, David Ncvins & Co., of Boston, purchased the inter- 
est of the Bengal Bagging Company ; and in June, 1877, acquired the 
property of the India Manufacturing Company. The mills are now 
known as the Nevins Bagging Mills. Each contains about 500 spin- 
dles, and the annual production is upwards of 1,000,000 yards. The 
business is conducted on private capital. The source of supply for 
raw material is Bengal. The cloth manufactured is used chiefly for 
baling cotton. 

Boots and Shoes. ^^The manufacture of boots and shoes is an 
industry of considerable importance in Salem. There are about forty 
establishments, employing over 600 hands. The capital invested is 
about $130,000, and the annual production is over $600,000. 
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Lead Manufacture. — ^Tbis business has been carried on in Salem 
since 1826, ivhen the Salem Lead Comiiany, formed in 1823, com- 
menced opcrntions on the site of the Naiimkeag Mills* The company 
was incor[K)mtcd Feb. 7, 1824, with a capital of about $200,000, 
which was afterwards increased. In 1835, the works were sold at 
auction for $20,500, The total cost to the date of sale had been 
$120,000. 

About 1826, Col. Francis PealKxly commenced the white lead buai- 
ness in South Sniem, where La Grange Street now is. In 1830, he 
purchased Wy man's Grist ilills, on Forest River, and the grinding and 
mixing of the lead was done there, the corroding being done at the 
old works. In 1843 these mills were sold to the Forest River Lead 
Company, which became an incorporated company three years later. 
The works on the site of La Grange Street were torn down, and a 
number of dwellings located near them were moved to lots adjoining 
the Forest River Mills. The Forest River Company now manufact- 
ures white and sheet lead, its capacity for the former being about 
1,000 tons annually. 

The Salem Lead Company (the second of that name), was incor- 
porated Feb. 7, 1868. Its manufactures are white lead and lead 
pipe, the c:ipacity of the works for white lead l)eing 1,500 tons per 
annum. Its works are at the foot of Saunders Street. 

The manufactures of the Forest River and Salem companies are 
known throughout the country as among the best productions now in 
the market. 

The Salem Gas-LigJU Company was oiganized in April, 1850. Ita 
works are at the foot of Northey Street, though premises have been 
secured and a large ** holder** built on the **Peirce and Wait Lot,** 
Bridge Street. The stores were first lighted with gas Dec. 17, 1850, 
and the street-lamps Dec. 25, 1850. 

Car Manufacture. — The Salem Car Company was formed in 1868, 
for the manufacture of horse-cars. Not meeting with the necessarj 
degree of success, the works, on Bridge Street, were sold to Mr. John 
Kinsman, who closed out the stock on hand, then built a few railwaj 
passenger-cars, and in turn sold the works to the Eastern Railroad. 
The shops are still continued for the manufacture and repairing of 
cars for that corporation. 

The Atlantic Car Company was oiganized in 1872, and a fiictoiy 
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for the manufacture of railway passenger coaches and freight cars 
built on Broadway, South Salem* The depression in business the 
following year caused a suspension of work, and car building has 
never been revived there* The buildings were sold, and after remain- 
ing unoccupied for about four years, were started up as a factory for 
the manufacture of furuiture, an industry that was prosecuted there 
for a time, but this business has been suspended. 

Tlie Salem Laboratory Company was incorporated Feb. 1, 18199 
and is the oldest manufacturing company in the city. This company 
was formed to enlarge and develop the manufacture of chemicals, 
commenced a few years previously on Lynde Street. Its manufact- 
ures at the present time include a number of chemicals, of whidi 
blue vitriol is the prindpal. 

on and Candle Manufacture. — About 1836 Mr. Francis Peabody 
commenced, in South Salem, the refining of sperm and whale oil, and 
the manufacture of sperm candles. In one year he purchased $100,- 
000 worth of sperm oil, and $50,000 worth of whale oil. His 
candles had a great reputation, at home and abroad. He imported the 
first braiding machines, and made the first candles with the braided 
wick. In 1837, or thereabouts, Mr. Peabody commenced the manu- 
facture of linseed oil at Middleton, where he had established, four 
years previously, a paper mill ; and for this business, he imported to 
Salem large quantities of flaxseed from Europe and Calcutta. In 
order to procure lai^er quantities of seed, he chartered, in 1841, the 
ship **Gen. Harrison,** and purchased the same year the ship ** Isaac 
Hicks,** and in 1842 the ship '*Kcw Jersey •** When the latter 
returned to Salem from Calcutta, in December, 1842, it was said to 
be the lai^est ship that ever discharged in Salem. She registered 
between 600 and 700 tons. Mr. Peabody shipped to London large 
quantities of linseed cake, used for the feeding of cattle. 

The Seccomb Oil Manufacturing Company, engaged in the manu- 
facture of lubricating and curriers* oils, was organized in 1865. This 
company is the successor of Ebenezer Seccomb, who had occupied the 
same factory, at the foot of Harbor Street, for several years in the 
manufacture of oils, and previous to that in making candles. Mr. 
Seccomb was a successor in business of Caleb Smith & JSons, succes- 
sors of Caleb Smith, who had been engaged in candle manufacture on 
the same premises from 1835. 
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The Salem and South Danvcrs Oil Company was organized io ISSS, 
and mnnnfacturea kerosene oil, at worka on Mason Street. 

MiscellaneouB Manufacturing BuaineM. — Numerous smaller inanii- 
facturing occupations and trades employ a great numlier of people, and 
a largo aggregate capital is employed, with reasonable financial results. 
The State Census of 1875 gives the number of manufacturing estab- 
lishments in Salem as 550 ; the capital employed as $4*230,008 ; the 
Talue of manufactured goods and work done as $8,512,693, and the 
number of persons employed as 4,045. These are all considered low 
figures. 

Railroads. — The business of the Eastern Railroad in Salem is to 
be counted by the hundreds of thousands yearly. The receipts anoii- 
ally from the passenger business are about $150,000 ; and the freight 
department contributes about $250,000 yearly to the income of the 
road.* Nineteen passenger tniins now leave Salem for Boston daily 
(except Sunday — two on Sunday), against five or six when the road 
was opened, in August, 1838. The depot in those days was a sumll 
wooden structure, very insignificant as compared with the commodious 
granite and brick one of to-day. When the tunnel was built, in ISSS, 
and the road opened to Newburyport in 1840, the business of Salem 
received a fresh impetus ; and from that day to this the Eastern Rail- 
road has contributed much to the substantial prosperity of the city ; the 
branches to Marblehcad, Gloucester, Lawrence, and South Reading 
(now Wakefield), all adding new outlets and inlets for trade. 
The Lowell road has also done its share ; and with its tracks and those 
of the Lawrence Branch of the Extern road, extending to tide-water 
at Phillips Wharf and Pennsylvania Pier, Salem has had unlimited 
railroad facilities for transporting coal and merchandise to the inland 
cities of Lowell and Lawrence. With these iron bands extending in 
all directions, Salem has been favored with railroad facilities hardly 
surpassed by any city, however fortunate in its railroad accommoda- 
tions. 

Horse Railroad. — In 1862, an Act of incorporation was obtained, 
and a horse railroad built from Salem to South Danvers, now Peip 
body. The first car to the latter town was run July 8, 1863. The 
road was extended to Beverly, and was opened to that town OcL 889 

* Th«M figuTCS do not represent tbo Mmfaft of tlio ttalkN^ but tlio groM 
bniineM traoMolaS. 
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18G3. A branch was built to South Salem (Wnrd V.) in 1864, and 
was opened May 10. A branch to North Salem (Ward VI.) was 
opened June 4* 1869. An extension of the main line to Salem Neck 
and the ** Willows ** was opened June 10, 1877. The entire road ia 
now operated by the Xauniken;^ Street Railway Company, which waa 
incor|x>ratcd in 1875, and which assumed the lease of the Salem Street 
Bailway, the company prenously controlling the road, March 1, 1875* 
The capital of the Naunikeag Street Bailway Company ia $70,600, 
and of the Salem, $150,000. 

Coal Business. — In 1850, upon the completion of the Salem and 
Lowell Railroad, a coal business was begun at Phillips Wharf, with 
Lowell and Lawrence, which amounted to 1,000 tons that year. This 
became the leading wkirf in the city. It was built about 1800, 
and was owned by the India Wharf Corporation. In 1836, it waa 
rebuilt by Stephen C. Phillips. The coal business here grew 
steadil}* and rapidl^s and in 1872, when the wharf was leased to the 
Boston, Lowell, and Nashua Railroad, it had reached 200,000 tons 
annually. Since the lease to the Lowell road, the business has dimin- 
ished, the road having transferred a considerable proportion of ita 
business to Boston, but the Wilkesbarre Coal Company still landa 
large quantities of coal for transportation to the manufacturing cities 
of Lowell and Lawrence. 

Pennsylvania Pier, built in 1873, is the scene of an immense coal 
business, conducted by the Philadelphia and Beading Coal and Iron 
Company. This company's steamera land there about 90,000 tons of 
coal annually, for transportation into the interior, — mainly to Lowell. 
The **coal pockets " here have a capacity of 8,000 tons. 

Express and Freight Business. — Before the days of railroading, 
"* baggnge-wagons " transported goods to supply the business wants of 
the community. In 1804, a wagon was run to Boston and back twice 
a week. It was called a** stage-wagon" by its proprietor, John L. 
Matthews. A wagon designated by this name was run to Boston aa 
early as 1792, and one from Gloucester to Salem before that date. 
In 1815, a daily wagon was run to Boston, and from that time till 
1838, when the Eastern Railroad was opened, the business grew 
steadily, but was not considered very remunerative. With the advent 
of the railroad came a greatly increased express and freighting business. 
This has grown to immense proportions ; and J. H, Moulton, and Mei^ 
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ritt & Co* 9 to-day do a thriviug and entcqirising business in the freight^ 
ing and express lines, while Savory & Co*s Express, founded by the 
late Benjamin Savory, a driver of the old Boston Stage Company^ 
and numerous smaller parcel expresses* are doing a large business. 

BanK'B, — The business interests of the city are acconmiodated by 
seven national banks ; and two savings banks serve as deixwitoriee 
for the earnings of the working people. 

The Essex Bank, the first bank establbhcd in Salem, began busi- 
ness July 2, 1792, with a capital of about $300,000. It occupied the 
building on Central Street used for the custom bouse for a series 
of years. Central Street was then known as "Bank Street.* The 
Essex Bank was incorporated June 18, 1799, when it was allowed a 
capital of $400,000. It expired in 1819, although its affairs were not 
fully wound up until 1822. 

The Salem Bank, now the "* Salem National," was incorporated 
March 8, 1803, with a capital of $200,000. This was increased Feb. 
8, 1823, to $250,000; reduced Feb. 14, 1859, to $187,500; restored 
April 1, 1865, to $200,000; increased Feb. 12, 1873, to the present 
amount, $300,000. Its presidents have been Benjamin Pickman, 
1803 ; Joseph Pcabody, 1814 ; George PealKxly, 1833 ; Benjamin Mer- 
rill, 1842 ; George Peabody, 1847 ; William C. Endicott, 1858 ; 
Augustus Story, 1875. Its cashiers : Jonathan Hodges, 1803 ; John 
Moriarty, 1810; Charles M. Endicott, 1835; George D. Phippen* 
1858. The bank was originally located in a brick building on the 
south side of Essex Street, next west of the Benjamin Pickman ee- 
tate, nearly opposite St, Peter*s Street. It stood in from the street. 
The bank adopted the national system in 1864 ; and removed to its 
present location, Ilolyoke building, November, 1866. 

The Merchants* Bank was organized in 1811, and incorporated June 
26th of that year, with a capital of $200,000 ; whidi was afterwards 
increased to $400,000, and reduced in 1845 to its present figure, $200,- 
000. The first banking rooms were in the Union building, on the 
comer of Union and Essex streets. Afterwards the bank occupied 
rooms in the Bowker building, and in 1855 removed to its present lo- 
cation in the Asiatic building. Its presidents have been Benj. W. 
Crowninshield, Joseph Story, John W. Treadwell, and Benjamin H« 
Silsbee. Its cashiers, John Saunders, John W. Treadwell, Francis 
H. Silsbee, Benj, H. Silsbee, and Nathl. B. Perldns. It became % 
national bank Jan. 19, 1865. 
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The Commercial (now Firat National) Bank wai organized April 
19» 1819» with a capiUl of $300,000. This was reduced to $200»000 
in I83O9 and restored in 1851. It has always occupied its present 
quarters in the Central Street bank building. Its presidents have 
been Willard Peele and William Sutton ; cashiers, N. L. Rogers, Z. 
F. Silsbee, and E. H. Fayson. The bank entered the national syt* 
tern, as the First National Bank, in June, 1864. 

The Exchange Bank was incorporated Jan. 31, 1823, with a capital 
of $300,000 ; which was afterwards reduced to its present amount, «- 
$200,000. The bank commenced business at No. 172 Essex Street, 
on the site of William Gray's garden, next below the Essex House ; 
and continued there until it was removed to its location in the First 
Church building. Dee. 8, 1864. It originally faced Essex Street, but 
now occupies the opposite comer of the building on Washington 
Street. Its presidents have been Gideon Tucker, John Webster, 
Henry L. Williams. Its cashiers, John Chadwick, Joseph H. Webb. 
It adopted the national system, Feb. 18, 1865. 

The Asiatic Bank was incorporated June 12, 1824, with a capital 
of $200,000. It commenced business in July, 1824, with a capital of 
$315,000, in the old bank building on Central Street. From thenoe 
it removed to the East India Marine building ; and from there to the 
Asiatic building, on Washington Street, in 1855. Its presidents have 
been Joseph S. Cabot and Leonard B. Harrington. Its cashier, 
William H. Foster, has been fifty-three years in the bank's employ, 
fifty of which as cashier. There is but one older bank officer in the 
United States. The Asiatic became a national bank Feb. 1, 1865. 

The Mercantile Bank was organized May 8, 1826, with a capital 
of $200,000, which has never been changed. It first occupied a room 
with Mr. John W. Fenno, a broker, in the Central building. Central 
Street, the room now occupied by J. B. Osborn as a barber-shop. 
The bank was moved into its present rooms early in 1827. Its presi- 
dents have been Nathaniel L. Sogers, David Putnam, John Dwyer, 
Aaron Perluns ; and Charles Harrington, the present holder of the 
office. The cashiers have been John A. Southwick ; Stephen Webb ; 
and Joseph H. Fhippen, the present cashier. The bank entered the 
national system Jan. 10, 1865. 

The Mechanics* and Traders' Bank was incorporated March 10, 1827, 
and allowed a capital of $200,000. It, however, never commenoed 
badness. 
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Tho Naumkeag Bank *wai incorporated March 17, 1881, with a 
capital or$200,000t which was salwoqiiently increased to $500,000. 
It commenced business in the store of Benjamin Dodge ; thence re- 
moved to the Manning building, now Bowker Place ; from there to 
the East India Marine Building ; and then to its present location in the 
Asiatic building, Washington Street. It became a national bank in 
December, 18G4. Its presidents have been David Pingree, Edward D. 
Kimball, Charles H« Fabens, William B. Parker, and David Pingree, 
(Jr.) ; its cashiers, Joseph G. Sprague and Joseph H* Towne. 

The Bank of General Interest was incorporated March 17, 1831, 
with a capital of $200,000. It ceased business in 184S. 

The North American Bank was incori^orated March 31, 1836, and 
was allowed a capital of $300,000. It never went into operation. 

The Snlcm Savings Bank was incorporated Jan, 29, 1818, and was 
the second institution of its kind in the State. It commenced business 
April 18th, in the old bank building, on Essex Street, originally oc- 
cupied by the Salem Bank in 1803. Its presidents have lieen Dr. 
Edward A. Holyuke, 1818; Joseph Peabody, 1830; Nathaniel Sils* 
bee, 1844; Daniel A. White, 1851; Zach. F. Silsbee, 1861; John 
Bertram, 1864 ; Joseph S. Gibot, 1865 ; Benjamin II. Silsliee, 1875 
its treasurera, William P. Richardson, 1818 ; William Gibbs, 1820 
William Dean, 1821 ; Peter Lander, Jr., 1822; Daniel Bray, 1823 
Benjamin Shreve, 1837 ; Henry Ropes, 1839 ; William Wallis, 1861 
Charles E. Symonds, 1865. In 1855 the bank removed to its pres- 
ent location, on Washington Street, in the Asiatic building, of which 
it is now the owner. In 1846 over $900,000 was on deposit in thb 
bank. In 1878 the number of depositora was 15,095, and the assets 
were $6,011,440.36. 

The Salem Five Cents Savings Bank was incorporated in 1855. Its 
presidents have been Edward D. Kimball, 1855; Edmund Smith, 
1861 ; Henry L. Williams, 1862 : its treasurera, J. Vincent Browne, 
1855 ; Charles H. Hendereon, 1868. The bank was originally located 
on Essex Street, opposite St. Peter's ; then, in the second story of 
Downing block ; from which it removed to its present location in the 
Northey building, corner of Essex and Washington streets. The 
numl)er of its depositora is 7,049 ; amount of assets, $2,139,160.48. 

T7te Salem Board of Trade was organized in 1866, and opened a 
reading-room. Meetings were held for several years ; bat In 187C 
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the interest in the association had so far abated that it was deemed 
inexpedient to longer continue the reading-room, though an oigaii* 
ization is maintained. 

Insurance Companies. — The Essex Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany was incorporated June 11, 1829, Its risks are confined to 
buildings, dwellings, and furniture. **The Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company in Salem** was incorporated April 16, 1838* Its risks are 
buildings, dwellings, household furniture, and stocks of goods. The 
Ilolyoke Mutual Fire Insurance Company was incorporated in I8489 
and is to-day the leading insurance company of Essex County* The 
Hamilton Insurance Company was organized in 1852. Its business 
was closed up in 1864* The Marine Insurance Companies have been 
mentioned in the preceding chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

DIOGRAFIIICAL SKETCHES OF SOME OF THE NOTED MEN OF SALEM. 

In tho preceding cluiptera there have been given brief notices of 
some of the noted men connected with the history of Salem. Short 
sketches of those not finding an appropriate place heretofore have 
been introduced into this chapter. With ample S|>aco the list might 
be easily extended* and names equally deserving of notice be added. 
AVhat follows is but a chance selection and but a sample of a complete 
list. 

William Ilathome. — Hathorne was a noted name in the early 
annals of Salem. Major William Hathorne came over io the 
"* Arbella" with Winthrop, lie went first to Dorchester, having had 
land granted him there in 1634. In 1G36 Salem tendered him granta 
of land if he would remove hither. He came in that or the year 
following. From that time his name appears on our records as hold* 
ing important positions: commissioner, speaker of the house of 
representatives, counsel in cases before the courts, judge on the 
bench, and soldier commanding important and difficult expeditions. 
Johnson, in his ** Wonder Working Providence,** thus says of him: 
"* Yet through the Lord's mercy we still retaino among our Democracy 
the Godly Captaine William Hathom, whom the Lord has indued 
with a quick apprehension, strong memory, and Rhetorick, volubility 
of speech, which has caused the people to make use of him often in 
Public Service, especially when they have had to do with any foreign 
government." Major Hathorne was the emigrant ancestor of Nathan- 
iel Hawthorne, the famous author and novelist. He died in 1681. 

John Hathorne was a son of Major William Hathorne, and seems 
to have inherited many of his father's prominent traits of character 
and to have succeeded him in his public honors. He was made free- 
man in 1677, representative in 1683, assistant or counsellor from 1684 
to 1712, except the years of Andros' government; a magistrate in 
the prosecution of the witchcraft trials, afterwards of the Superior 
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Court ; colonel of a regiment and commancler of the forces in th« 
expedition of 1696, on the retirement of Church. He died in 1717« 
There seems to hare been no noted name in the line thereafter until 
the birth of Nathaniel Hawthorne, July 4, 1804. 

Benjamin Lyndt was born Sept. 22 « 1666. He graduated at Har- 
vard in 1686. He was appointed chief justice of the superior court of 
judicature of the Province of Massachusetts Bay in 1729 ; and died in 
office Jan. 28, 1745. Benjamin Ljnde, his son, was appointed chief 
justice of the same court in 1769, and left the bench in 1771. Ha 
was born in Salem Oct. 5, 1700; graduated at Harvard in 1718; 
and died in 1781. 

Timothy Pickering was one of the most distinguished citizens of 
Salem. lie was bom In Salem, July 17, 1745 ; and graduated at Har- 
vard in 1763. In 1774 he wrote the address of the people of Salem 
in regard to the closing of the port of Boston. In 1775 he was chosen 
colonel of the first regiment of militia ; and was present with part of. 
his command at North Bridge, Feb. 26, 1775, where Col. Leslie was 
successfully prevented from seizing the Provincial cannon. Ha waa 
about this time a clerk in the office of the registry of deeds for Essex 
County. Later in the same year, he was appointed a judge of the court 
of common pleas, and judge of the prize court for Suffolk, Middlesex, 
and Essex counties. In the fall of 1776, he commanded a regiment of 
700 men. He was adjutant-general at the battles of Germantown and 
Brandy wine ; member of the Continental board of war, in 1777 ; and 
a quartermaster-general in 1780. At the close of the Revolutionary 
War he settled in Philadelphia, and went into business as a commis- 
sion merchant. When the convention was held for remodelling the 
Constitution of the State of Pennsylvania in 1790, Mr. Pickering was 
present as a member. Washington appointed him postmaster-general 
in 1791 ; and he held the office till 1795, when he was transferred to 
the position of secretary of state. 

Upon his retirement from the latter office in 1800, or soon thereaf- 
ter, he returned to Massachusetts, and in 1803 was elected to the 
senate of the United States. Retiring from that position in 1811, ha 
turned his attention to horticulture and agriculture, in which ha took 
a great interest. He was again called to participate in public affairs, 
and was chosen in 1814 the member of Congress from this district. 
In 1817 he again retired to his farm, and devoted the rest of his life 
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C.,\r . t .'io )?l of u ^ r''. ■• ' Ji«!tl coiniui r'-hr of the f p'os In the 
z^ •-'. ^r.^ o( l»^f** , < !f tr«- r.'iirivij Ml ^/ Cimrb. il«* 0'i4-.» I:i 1717. 
'i*i, »«-^ . t»<Mii- t'l ii.Tr ;^v ii ;;o p«itoJ tKiTii** in the !':*•• lheri>iin';r until 
thi! M.;:. *S V.lliin.'l Il:iv.lljo-M0, .Ji:'v -. Icf04. 

jV .// :.t Lk" ''' \\a- l»f'rn .*-' ^: t. 22, li-:'*». lie /riuliintnl lil Il.-ir- 
vnr-J ii! l^SG. lie W'*.- a»»|'oi::tv»l *' 'c^ji >ticc of the ^ji^j'^rior c m^i of 
;i-lir!!»i' • i.f the Proviiu»: ••!' M.isf.icliu-'lU l^:\y in 17:?!*; :hi 1 hicJ in 
oihf*^ Jmi. :***, 37-i-o. I>onj;iTnin Ly?!.!..-, hi- soc, w:is •pi) .iuU-^l chiof 
jii^lii^ of ll:c ^rnt.*' c>»irt i.) 17K;*, ;i:i..l !vft tho h .lii in 1771. IIo 
>va< Iiuni hi S.ilon: Oct. 5, 17^*^; ^'r:i.i;.atc*l at iLnvnrJ in 1718; 
and riiotl iu 17.^1. 

T''.'^*fl'/ l\'rh'f:?,7 v»ii« oue ft' tli.» iv:>sl Jl-iin''ir*hcj! t itizi ns of 
Sali-in. lie w;..? Lorn in S;;li'in. JrU- 17. 17'?"* : m 1 _'r:'.«1aati'.l ut Hiir- 
varJ iu 17o3. l?i 1771 ho wrote tlie .vM'. -' if thi j-r ..«,>!i» t.f Salem 
in it*;*ni'l Ui the vlojinu: of llic jmU i-r '•*..-:. m. hi ! 7 1/» li • •'v:i< ehoison 
e«>lcj::o! ««r tliO lir^t n.-irJirji'iit of mi'il.!:* ; ;-.i:»i •■■ ^ i..--* ./ n.tl' pn't of 
hi^ C(»!iir.i.iii«l .:: N<»r'Ji liil<l^o. r^h. i-*'. 177', \\^\ i- tJnL •.vs'lc- Mun 
r\h '* ' -^' -t-y pii*. ..!v*i f!;»:n Fi i2J!»cr *"i^* P*'-" in-ial ..i.;: :, IK* wu9 
^N,:.^ .: *-. .lutr- •' • ■;< i-. I' •• (»rli:'«. ^.i' tVi% r» -i-trv t-f •^•mmIh for E.-s^'X 
O; • ».tv, r,,:*t • iM '!,, i^.t.r.o \\':u\ h ^ \v:.3 a;>:M ihtc*' a jU'Ilto of ih'-» !:o»nt 

m 

t\ qMrirtomia^t'T-mnrral "»n 1750. At tic *:\.^i ol i:i • iv •^oi^lliona^y 
War be »-i ttloc'l ii. P;iT!a<li!|»tii.i| und v.o. • iijto liii-i;.05.s :4-^ -i cor.iniis- 
5.ion nkrt'hant. Vi":i«»n iLc •:or.vi!,ii;in ^v :.«* LrM tV>r riMo.7 M»n-^ the 
Const iiiitioii of th«» St,i> of lVnn<vl"ni '.a ir: \ 7[^k yU. l^»k«??ui'^ wa^* 
pre-»fnt a'» a m'.iiiher. \Va>!i;i.;:'fra a;:p.»i;itfl hiin p: : -.i^.tvUr-jrcueral 
in 17i»l ; nnil ho h«.'ld the ofii'.o tiii 1705, w;.t n h^ ^\i- Iraf.^forrod to 
th».' position ci* socrttary ot ^lutf^ 

Upon his r. *:!vmcMit from tl.v *: »5- r ..iT;<*> i;j 1 •".. ..r h^c-on thoroaf- 
tcr, lit roluiocd to Mii«sa»lai5' i-r <»u<\ i:; i>j.'*. was olc-.tod to tlje 
s<T.rtc of the United State?. ;'.t:'*:.' fit... Tlnl poaitioii in 1811, ho 
tis»'iif J his ;i:lc')tioii to hortio)iit.::« un.i u^d ;U?no, in w!»irh he took 
a p"«»:tl inS i'!.-t, lie was ag-iiu » t'.h^ to ^..-..-llcipato ;a }».?*.. !!o affairs, 
and waa rho*«r;i in 1^14 the n«iir,! ._r uf O .»j;rc?s from this diatrict. 
In Ibll he agaiu niircd to h\r^ fuvm, and dcvoUd the resi of his life 
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to rural pursnits. Ho was the founder and first president of the Essex 
Agricultural Society. His death occurred in Salem Jan. 29, 1829, 
Energetic and faithful in public ofBce, plain and simple in privato life, 
pure and unblemished in character, he was a man whom his native 
Salem and the nation delighted to honor. 

Daniel A. White was bom in Methuen Juno 7, 177G, and graduated 
at Harvard in 1797. He commenced the practice of law at Kcwbuiy- 
port in 1804 ; was a State senator from 1810 to 1814 ; and was chosen 
a representative to Congress in 1814, but resigned in 1815, liefore tak- 
ing his seat, to accept the office of judge of probate for Essex County • 
He made an admirable judicial officer, and continued to hold the \km\^ 
tion till July, 1853, when ho resigned. He came to Salem to reside 
in 1817 ; and from that time till his death he contributed largely to 
build up tlio literary and charitable institutions of the city. Harvard 
conferred upon him the degree of LL. D. in 1837. Ho was president 
of the Salem Lyceum ; of the Essex Historical Society ; of the Salem 
Athenseum ; of the Salem Dispensary, and of the Salem Savings 
Bank. AVhen the Essex Institute was established, ho was its first 
president ; and his interest in that society never wavered nor grew 
cold. Ho donated to the Institute, at diflcrent times, a library of 
8,000 volumes, and contributed money freely to advance the work of 
the institution. His death occurred in Salem, March 30, 1861. 

Joseph Slory^ the distinguished jurist, was bom at Mar1)lehcad, 
Sept. 18, 1779. He graduated from Harvard College in 1798, and 
studied law in his native town, where ho delivered a eulogy on the 
life of Washington, Jan. 2, 1800. He located in Salem in 1801, and 
was admitted to the bar the same year. His public life began as a 
representative to the general court, where he sensed from 1805 to 1808, 
and again in 1810-11, the la«t time as speaker of the house. In 1808 
he was chosen to represent the Essex district in the national congress. 
Here ho exerted his eflbrts to secure a repeal of the emliargo act, 
which he had advocated on its passage as the only measure short of a 
declaration of war, but which he now believed had accomplished its 
full purpose. On Nov. 11, 1811, Mr. Story was appointed an asso- 
ciate justice of the United Stites supremo court. In 1820 ho dis- 
tinguished himself as a member of the convention for revising the 
State constitution, in which hb services were valuable in considering 
the tenure and compensation of the judiciary. In 1829, Judge Stoij 
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rcmoTCil from Salem to Cambridge^ having been appointed professor 
of law at Hanrard UniTersitjr. He died Sept. 10, 1845. 

Itu/us Choaiet the eminent lawyer and statesman, was bom in 
Ipswich (now Essex), Oct. 1, 1799. lie graduated at Dartmouth 
College in 1819, and became a tutor there. He studied law at Cam- 
bridge, and also in the office of William Wirt, and commenced legal 
practice in Donvers, in 1824, removing soon afterwards to Salem. 
He was a member of the State legislature in 1825, a State senator 
two years later, and in 1832 a representative in Congress. Ha 
removed to Boston in 1834. He was elected to Daniel Wcbster^s 
seat in the United States senate in 1841, Webster entering the cabi- 
net of President Harrison as secretary of state. On the death of 
Mr. Webster in 1852, Mr Choato became the acknowleged leader 
of the ilassachusetts bar. In 1853 he was appointed attorney- 
general for the State. He. delivered, while in Congress, eulogies on 
the death of President Harrison and Daniel Webster. He died at 
Halifax, N. S., July 13, 1859, while on his way to Europe, whither 
he was making a trip to recruit his impaired health. 

Edward Augustus Uciyokt was the son of Pres. Edward Holyoka, 
of Harvard College, and was bom in Morblehead, Aug. 1, 1728, old 
style, and died in Salem, March 81, 1829. He graduated at Harvard 
in 1746, and in July, 1747, commenced the study of medicine 
with Dr. Thomas Berry, of Ipswich. He finished his studies in 
April, 1749, and came to Salem in June of the same year. For 
the remainder of his life he scarcely left the town, and never 
wandered so for as fifty miles from the spot on which he was 
bom. His longest journey was to Portsmouth, in 1749. In 1755 he 
was married to Judith Pickmon, daughter of Col. Benj. Pickman, 
She died in 1756, and in 1759 he was married to Mary Vlall, daughter 
of Nathaniel Yioll, merchant, of Boston. Dr. Holyoke retained the 
full possession of his mental faculties until his death. After he 
attained his hundredth year he passed on hour in the study of one of 
his medical acquaintances, examining the results of a new operation 
for a dangerous disease. Cases of longevity are not rare among per- 
sons not distinguished for their mental powen, and the close of life 
with such, is frequently a state of mere existence, ^ sans everything.* 
Dr. Holyoke used his intellect with vigor and energy to the lost of 
his days. 
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A i)iib]ic dinner was tendered to him, by his associate physicians 
of Snlcm and Boston, on his hundredth birthday. Ho was still so 
vigorous at that extreme ago that, when the morning came, ho rose* 
dressed and shaved himself without assistance, and walked to the 
Essex IlousCy where the dinner was given. On being called on for a 
toast he presented , in his own handwriting, the following sentiment: 
**Tbe !ilassachusetts Medical Society : l^lay it continue to improve the 
art for which it was instituted, to the utmost of its wishes, and be the 
means, under Providence, of alleviating the pains and evils of life* 
and promoting the happiness of society by suppressing quackery and 
rendering the business of the profession as perfect as tho nature of 
things admits ; and may each member of the society, and every other 
gentleman here present, enjoy health and prosperity and the pleasing 
consciousness that he has contributed somewhat to tho advxmcoment 
and improvement of the public welfare." 

After he had passed his hundredth birthday he wrote to a gentle- 
man, who asked him in reference to his mode of life, that *as to mj 
diet, having been taught to eat of anything that was provided for met 
and having always a good appetite, I am never anxious about my 
food. As to the quantity, I am no great eater, and I find my appetite 
sooner satisfied now than formerly. There is one peculiarity in my 
diet which, as it may perhaps have contributed to health, I would 
mention : I am fond of fruit, and have this thirty or more years daily 
indulged in eating freely of those of the season, as strawberries, cur- 
rants, peaches, plums, apples, &c., which, in summer and winter, I 
eat just before dinner, and seldom at any other time ; and, indeed, 
very seldom eat anything whatever between meals. My breakfast I 
vary continually ; coffee, tea, chocolate, with toasted bread and but- 
ter, but never any meat in my life. Bread, of flour, makes a large 
portion of my food, perhaps near one-half. After dinner I most 
commonly drink one glass of wine ; plain boiled rice I am fond of — 
it makes nearly one-half of my dinner. I rarely eat any high seti- 
soned food. As to drinks, I seldom take any but at meal-times and 
with my pipe. For the last 40 or 50 years my most usual drink has 
been a mixture — a little singular, indeed, but as for me it is still 
palatable and agreeable, I still prefer it. The mixture is this, viz. : 
good West India rum, 2 spoonfuls, good cider, 8 spoonfuls, of 
water 9 or 10 spoonfuls ; of this mixture I drmk about \ a piat 
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with mj dinner, and about tho same quantity with my pipo after 
dinner and my pipe in tho ovening, never exceeding a pint the 
whole day. I generally tako one pipo after dinner and another in 
the eveningy and hold a amall piece of pigtail tobacco in my mouth 
from breakfast till near dinner, and again in the afternoon till tea ; 
this has been my practice for 80 years. I drink tea about sunset 
and eat with it a small slice of bread, toasted, with butter. I never 
eat anything more till breakfast. As to my clothing, it is what my 
friends call thin; I never wear flannel next my skin, tho* often 
advised to it, and am less liable to take cold, ns it is called, than most 
people ; a good, warm, double-breasted waistcoat and a cloth coat 
answers me for winter, and as the season grows warmer I gradually 
conform my covering to it. As to tho passions, I need not tell you 
that when indulged they injure the health ; that a calm, quiet self- 
possession, and a moderation in our expectations and pursuits, con- 
tribute much to our health, as well as our happiness, and that anxiety 
is injurious to both. I have always taken care to have a full proper- 
tion of sleep, which, I suppose, has contributed to my longevity." 

Dr. Holyoke was the first person on whom tho degree of doctor of 
medicine was conferred by Harvard College, and he afterwards re- 
ceived the degree of doctor of laws. Ho was the first President of 
tho Massachusetts Medical Society, and was among the original mem- 
bers of the American Academy of Ai-ts and Sciences, and at one time 
its president. He was at the time of his death the president of the 
Salem Athenscum, of tho Essex Historical Society, of the Salem 
Savings Bank, and of the Salem Dispensary. 

JB. Lynde Oliver was bom in 17G0, and died in Salem, May 14, 
1835. He was a distinguished physician and learned theologian. He 
was noted for his acquirements in several branches of natural philos- 
ophy, particularly in that of optics* 

Charles Osgood was bom in Salem, Feb. 25, 1809. At the age of 
sixteen he entered the Asiatic Bank as a clerk, and continued there 
about a year. He early developed a tasto for painting, and in 1827 
he opened a studio in Boston. In 1828 ho came to Salem, where he 
has resided ever since, with the exception of the year 1840, when he 
was established in New York City. His portraits hang upon the walls 
of the historical societies of Boston and Worcester, the Memorial 
Hall at Cambridge, the Peabody Institute at Peabody, and tho GXj 
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Hall, East India Marino Ilally Essex Institute, and Athomcum al 
Salcm. Felt, in his ^'Annals of Salcm,"* writing in 1849, says of bim : 
** His Ia1>ora have been extensive and his success unsurpassed. He is 
deservedly ranked among the first painters of our rcpublio.* 

George Soxtlhicard was born in Salem, and died Feb. 19, 1876, at 
the age of seventy-two 3'cars. AVhile pursuing his studies in Rooie 
be contracted a severe cold, and his health was feeble ever after. He 
possessed considerable merit as an artist, but his extreme modesty and 
love of retirement prevented him from becoming as well known as his 
merits deserved. The coloring of his iiicturcs was es|>ecially good, 
and his copy of Guide's ^'Aurora" was an admirable piece of work^ 
and much admired. 

William W. Story was bom in Salem, Feb. 12, 1819, and was a 
son of the Hon. Joseph Story. Ho graduated at Harvard in I8389 
and was admitted to the bar in Boston. Ho soon turned his attention 
to 8cul[>ture, and has given the world some fine specimens of bis 
talent in this direction. Among his prominent works may be roca- 
tioned his statues of ** Cleopatra ** and ** Semiramis." He has also 
made somo famous portrait busts. Ho is an author of note, and wrote 
the ode on the occasion of the celebration, at Salem, of the 250th 
anniversary of the landing of Endicott. 

John Rogers^ the famous modeller of the small character groups 
which are now so deservedly i)(>pular, was bom in Salem, Oct. 30, 
1829, and was in early life a machinist. 

Benjamin Goodhue was bom in Salem, Oct. 1, 1748, and died July 
28, 1814. Ho graduated from Harvard in 17G6; was State senator 
from 1784 to 1789 ; was elected represent ativo to Congress in 1789; 
and was United States senator in 1796. '\Yhilc in the National House 
of Representatives ho was one of a committee who formed the code 
of revenue laws, and as senator was chairman of the Committee oa 
Commerce. He resigned his seat in the Senate in 1800, and retired 
to private life. 

Nathan Reed was bom in Western, now Warren, Mass., July t, 
1759. He was a graduate of Harvard in the class of 1781, and was 
a tutor there from 1783 to 1787. Ho studied medicine with Dr. £• 
A. Holyoke till October, 1788, when he established himself in ths 
dmg business. He constmcted the first* steamboat with paddls* 
wheels in this country, and a trial trip took place in 1789. He was 
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a reprcsentatiTe in CongreM in 1801-S. He died at Belfast, Me., 
Jan. 20, 1849. 

Jacob Crowninshield was born in Salem May 81, 1770, and died at 
Washington, April 15, 1808. He waa a rcprcaentitire to Congress 
from 1803 to 1805, and at the close of his term was offered a seat 
in the Cabinet of President Jefferson, a position irhidi ha declined, 
preferring the comforts of private life to the toils and trials of 
office* 

Benjamin Pickman was born in Salem, Sept. 30, 1763, and gradn* 
ated at Harvard in 1784. He was a merchant, and represented the • 
town in the Legislature in 1800, and was State senator in 1802, "3, '4, 
and *5. After a number of years* service in the executive council, ha 
was chosen a representative to Congress in 1809, serving till 1811. 
He was president of the board of directors of the Theological School 
at Cambridge, and died Aug. 16, 1843. 

Nathaniel Silsbee was bom in Salem, Jan. 14, 1778. He was first 
a master-mariner, commanding the ships of E. H. Deiby, and after- 
wards a successful merchant. He was chosen a member of Congress 
in 1816, served in the House until 1821, and in the Senate from 1826 
to 1835. In 1823, *24, and *25, he was president of the Massachu- 
setts Senate. He died in Salem, July 14, 1850. 

Gideon JBarsloie was bom in Mattapoisett, Sept. 7, 1783. He died 
at St. Augustine, Fla., where he had gone to recruit his health, l^larch 
26, 1852. He was a member of both branches of the State Legis- 
lature, and representative in Congress from 1821 to 1823. 

Benjamin IF. Crotcninahield was bom in Salem, Dee. 27, 1772. 
He was secretary of the navy, under President Madison, from 1814 
to 1818, and a member of the State Senate for several years, begin- 
ning in 1811. He was a representative in Congress ftom 1823 to 
1831. He built and lived in the house which is now the Home for 
Aged Women, on Derby Street. He died in Boston, Feb. 8, 1851. 

George B. Loring was bom in North Andover, Nov. 8, 1817, and 
graduated at Harvard in 1838. He received the degree of M. D. at 
the Harvard Medical School in 1842 ; was surgeon of the Marina 
Hospital at Chelsea in 1843, and of the 7th Begiroent, M. Y. M., in 
1842, *48, and *44 ; was postmaster of Salem, 1853-58 ; was a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts House of Bepresentatives in 1866-67 ; was 
president of the Massachusetts Senate in 1873, *74, 7{i, and *76 ; was 
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United States Centennial Commissioner for l^lassadiusetts in 18711 ; 
and was elected a representative to Congress in 1876, and re-elected 
in 1878, being tlie present member from tliis district. 

Kathanid Bowditch was bom in Salem, Mardi 26, 1773. His emrly 
life was spent in Danvers and Salem, in whicli latter place bo was for 
several years employed in the ship-chandler stores of Bopes A 
Hodges, and S. C. Ward. At the age of twenty-one, bo made bis 
first voyage to sea. Having a natural taste for scientific research, he 
early devoted much time to the study of scientific works, and in 1788, 
at the ago of fifteen, ho made all the calculations of an almanac for 
the year 1790. He translated Newton's **Principia'' from Latin into 
English, while in the merchant office of S. C. Ward. His first vojrage 
was in the ship ** Henry,** Capt. Prince, to the Isle of Bourixm. He 
made four other vo^'ages, the last in the ^ Putnam," of whidi be was 
master and part owner. His sea-voyages covered a period of nine 
years. Before the close of his nautical career, he had received the 
degree of Master of Arts from Harvard University, and bad been 
chosen a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
Immediately after the close of his seafaring life, be was elected 
president of the Essex Fire and Marino Insurance Company, and 
held the office about twenty years, till bis removal to Boston in 
1823. He was a member of the Salem Marine Society, and also 
of the East India !il:irine Society, a proprietor in the Social and 
Philosophical libraries, and a trustee of the Salem Athenaeum. He 
declined a professorship in Hirvard College, also one in the University 
of Virginia, a third at West Point, and the presidency of a Boston 
insurance company, preferring to remain in Salem ; but in 1823, he 
was persuaded to become the actuary of the Massachusetts Hospital 
Life Insurance Company, in Boston. After bis removal there, he 
completed and published a translation and commentary on **M6caniqae 
Celeste.** This was in four volumes, and it fixed his fame on a most 
substantial basis, at home and abroad. The ** London Quarterly Re- 
view " gave it a flattering notice, and it became at once a standard 
work. Bowditdi produced a fine chart of the harbors of Salem, Mar- 
blehead, Beverly, and Manchester; contributed largely on astronom- 
ical subjects to the ** Transactions" of the American Academy; pub* 
lished (1802) ^'The New American Navigator,** and contributed many 
articles to the ** North American Review* and ^'Rees* Pydopsdia."* 
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While at Buston bo bccaino a trustee of the Boston Athemcum, pres- 
ideut of the American Academy, and a member of the corporation of 
Harvard College. He died March 16, 1838. 

ItobeH Cowan was a man whoso rare iuTcntive genius has seldom 
been equalled. Bom in Glasgow, Scotland, about 1762, he was brought 
to this country in a prize vessel during the Bevolutionary War. When 
Capt. Joseph Peabody, afterwards an eminent Salem merchant, was 
engaged in privateering, Mr. Cowan made several cruises with him ; 
and be was present with that distinguished naval hero of the Revolu- 
tion, Jonathan Ilaradcn, also of Salem, in the privateer ** General 
Pickering,** in his memorable fight with an English privateer near the 
coast of Spain, on June 4, 1780. After the war he settled in Salem, 
and became distinguished for shrewdness, industry, and ingenuity. 
He either invented or introduced the art of varnishing carriages and 
furnitui-e, and in 1796 articles of furniture were sent from Boston to 
Mr. Cowan to be varnished. Ho also manufactured, without assistance 
from others, organs, pianofortes, and drawing pencils, among the first 
to be made in this couutry. His establbhment was on the corner of 
Essex and Beckford streets. He died in Salem, Aug. 24, 1846, at the 
age of eighty-four years. 

J't'ancis Peabody was bom in Salem, Dec. 7, 1801. He was the 
founder of the Forest Biver Lead Company, and built the paper-mills 
at Middleton. He was one of the founders of the Salem Lyceum 
and of the Harmony Grove Cemetery Corporation, and was president 
of the Essex Institute. He was colonel of the 1st Regiment of the 
State militia, and was one of the leaders in organizing a famous sham- 
fight that took place, Oct. 6, 1826, in Danvers. Col. Peabody intro- 
duced in Salem the system of miscellaneous courses of public lectures. 
It was largely through the instrumentality of Mr. Peabody that the old 
First Church structure was removed from the place of its discovery, 
near Witch Hill, to the grounds in the rear of Plummer Hall. Mr. 
Peabody died Oct. 81, 1867. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

SHOUT SKETCHES OP MATTEBS OP INTEREST OOXSECTED WITH THB 

HISTOUT OP SALEH. 

Tbcro arc many interesting facts relating to tho history of Salom 
and its surroundings which aro not mentioned in tho preceding chap- 
ters and which should find some place in this sketch. 

77ie Common. — In the year 1714 tho commoners voted that the 
spot "where the trainings aro generally kept before Nathaniel Iliggin- 
son's house shall be forever a training field for tho use of &ilem." This 
common was for a long time unenclosed, and was little else than a 
swamp where the townspeople g:ithered berries and cut flags and 
hoops. The surface of tho land was very uneven, and thero were 
several small ponds included witliin its limits* Portions of tho com- 
mon were at various times leased by tho town to individuals, and in 
1770 the town voted to build an almshouse on tho north-eastern por- 
tion of it, which was opened for occupancy about 1772. Tho common 
remained in this condition till 1801, when Elias Xlnf^kct Dcrbyt 
having been chosen colonel of the militia, raised a suliscription of 
about $2,500 for levelling tho common and filling up the |M)nds. This 
was done, and rows of trees, chiefly poplar, were planted along tho 
walks, and in 1802 tho selectmen changed tho name to Washington 
Square. In 1817 the poplar-trees gave place to the present elms, and 
a substantial wooden railing was built to enclose the mall. In 1850 
the present iron fence was substituted for the wooden railing. 

I^irsl Houses in Salem. — The four meeting-houses of the First 
Church have all occupied nearly the samo spot ; the first was built in 
1634, and tho ** unfinished building of one story,** which had been previ- 
ously used for worship, was no doubt in tho same vicinity. The dwelling- 
house of tho Rev. Francis Higginson, who died in 1G30, was on ground 
now covered by the Asiatic Building, and faced towards the South 
Biver. The Bev. Samuel Skelton*s house was near where the polios 
station now stands, on Front Street. Skelton died in 1634. Sam 
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SharpOy who wai sent over from England in 1629 to take charge of 
military aflairs, lired in a house where is now the comer of Wash* 
ington and Ljnde streets. Neit south of Mr. Sharpe*s house stood 
one once owned by the Bey. Nichohis Noycs. This was jnst south 
of the present residence of Bobert Brookhouse, Esq. Where the new 
Price Block now stands was a house owned by the Ber. Hugh Peters, 
pastor of the First Church from 1636 to 1641. South and west of 
this stood a house which was the homestead of Balph Fogg, the first 
town clerk, and afterwards owned by John Hatliome, one of the judges 
in the witchcraft trials. South of that was a house occupied for a time 
by Lady Deborah Moody, and next south was the homestead of tlie 
BcT. Hugh Peters, afterwards occupied by Judge Corwin,* another 
justice in the witchcraft trials. On the comer of Norman Street lired 
Dr. Gcoige Emory, here as early as 1637. South of Sweet's Core 
(now Creek Street) was a lot of land laid out to the Ber. Samuel 
Skelton in 1630.t Next south of this was the ^ Bruadfield,** originally 
owned by Got. Endicott. The almshouse stood on the present site of 
the State Normal SchooL 

The first Quaker meeting-house was built by Thomas Maule in 
1688. **The town bridge,** on Boston Street, was built probably 
about 1640. Next east of the bridge, and north-east of Boston 
Street, were two houses owned in 1659 by Giles Corey, who was 
crushed to death in witchcraft days for refusing to confess. Bobert 
Moult on, the ** chief ship-builder, sent oyer to Got. Endicott 
in 1629, lired near the head of the North Biver, where possibly 
was built the first Tessel constmcted in the Colony. 

The homestead of Got. Endicott was **east of Washington Street, 
and south of the North Biyer." A house that formerly stood on the 
northern comer of Washington and Church streets, the frame of 
which is now incorporated in a building used by the Water Depart- 
ment, b said by tradition to have been the original house of Got* 

* SpeTled Conrin at thai time, bat now fpeUed Cnrweii. 

tin 1651, this and contignoas land became tbe propertj of John Bnclc, bj parebaM 
fimn bia father, Thomaa Back, of Boston, and this locality, aboat ten yean later, 
began to be a tettlcment of shipwrights. It was called ** Baek*s YiUage," and here 
was carried on aU the principal ship-bnilding for several jeara. The Tessela were 
launched into tbe creek that made np from the South Birer. The locality reeeired 
tbe appeUation ** Knockers' Hole," from the knocking and poonding done 1^ the ship 
carpenters in their work, and was so known up to within a lew ji 
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Endicott. Tbo stoiy runs that it was built ia England* brought to 
America by the Dorchester Companyy and erected at Capo Ann for 
Roger Conantt in 16249 And remored to Salem when Endieott 
arrived in 1G28. From the best evidence tliat can be found, it 
appears probable that the Governor's house did not originally stand 
on this spot, but about ten rods north of it, where Federal street 
enters Washington from the east. There is a theory that the original 
house was moved about 1679, from there to the comer of Washington 
and Giurch streets, and that it stood there till moved back on the 
latter street, and incori>orated in the city building above mentioned. 
Small tack nails, claimed to form the initials "I. E.,"* have been 
found in a timber of this old structure. 2Iany doubt the tradition* 
and a sentence in the preface of Thomas Maule*8 book, ** Truth Held 
Forth and Maintained,** published in 1G94, as previously stated, is ad- 
duced as evidence that the house could not be placed, even at that 
time. The sentence is as follows: ^Ono can hardly find where his 
(Endicolf s) fair dwelling in Salem stood.** This may refer to the 
cellar on the original site above referred to, in which case the tradition 
may be true. At any rate it is an interesting one. 

^Vhcre Dr. S. M. Gate now lives on, the southern comer of 
Washington and Ghurch streets, was the house of Thomas Oliver* 
whose wife, Maiy, was a noted character in early colonial histoiy. 
Thomas Oliver's second wife, Bridget, who afterwards married Edward 
Bishop, was the first victim of the witchcraft delusion. Where the 
West Block now stands, the site of the late Mansion House, was the 
old Ship Tavern, kept for many years by John Gedney. Between that 
and St. Peter's Street was the homestead of Peter Palfray, one of the old 
planters. On the north corner of Essex and Washington streets lived 
Walter Price, and next east, John Woodbury, another of the old 
planters. 

The Bradstreet house, torn down in 1750, stood on the site 
of the late Francis Peabody*8 residence, next west of Flummer 
Hall. It was built by Emanuel Downing, the father of Sir Geoi^ge 
Downing. The date of its erection is not known, but it was conveyed 
to Emanuel Downing*s daughter Anne, the wife of Capt. Joseph 
Gardner, in 1656. After the death of Capt. Gardner, who was killed 
at the Great Swamp fight in the Narraganset war, in 1675, his wife 
married Gov. Simon Bradstreet, and thus the house became knowm 
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Bhsscj in 1661, and became noted as a tavenu It was situated at 
the Salem end of the BeTcrly ferry, and was called *Tbe ok! Feny 
Tavern."* It was demulUhed in 1^19. The ** Great Tarcra ** stood 
on the site of the present Steams Building in 1727. It was known 
as **tho great tavern with many peaks,** and for a time as the Ship 
Tavern. It was here that the Social Library was formed, in 1760. 
The land was once owned by Hugh Peters. The Steams Building was 
erected about 1791. A tavern near the northern corner of Washing- 
ton and Church streets was also once known as the **Ship Tavenu* 

The veriUible '*01d Ship Tavern,** noted of that name, was on the 
site of the present West Block, Essex Street. It was in later years the 
site of the Mansion House. In this immediate vicinity, — Essex Street, 
between the present head of Central Street and St. Peter's Street,— 
stood many taverns: *•!&. Stacey*s Tavern,** •* Mr. Pratt*s Tavern,* 
"Mr. Goodhue's Tavern,** **Mr. Robinson's Tavern,** ** Benjamin 
Webb's Tavern,** the "King's Arms Tavern,** hiter, the " Sun Tavern,** 
the "Essex Coffee House,** the "Lafayette Coffee House,** and the pres- 
ent ** Essex House.** The last three %vere the same building, with 
different names, as above. The "King's Arms Tavern* was a building 
erected in 1652, by William Browne, as a mansion. It was about 1768 
that it was known as the "King's Arms Tavern,** and, on the breaking 
out of the Revolution, as the " Sun Tavem.** It was taken down, in 
1800, by AVilliam Gray, who built a brick house just east of its site. 
The tavern was next kept in Mr. Gray's former residence, on the site 
of the present Bowker Block. In 1814 Mr. Gray's new house became 
a tavern, and was called the "Essex Coffee House.** It became the 
" Lafayette Coffee House ** when the Marquis de Lafayette visited Salem 
the last time, in 1824, and stopped there. It next became the " Essex 
House,** aud is thus known now. In 1774 the " Salem Coffee House ^ 
was kept in a building near the site of the present St. Peter*s Church. 
"Thomas Beadle's Tavern** stood on Essex Street, nearly opposite the 
present junction of Pleasant Street. At the time of the witchcraft 
trials, in 1G92, preliminary examinations of accused persons were held 
there. The " Blue Anchor Tavern,** was probably near the site of the 
Philip English mansion, on English Street. This was in 1678. A third 
"Ship Tavern** was once kept on or near the present comer of Essex 
and Crombie streets. In 1803, this was known as the "City HoteL" 
The Gov. Bradstreet house was known as the "Globe Tavern** in the 
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early iMirt of the 18th centaiy. The ** South Fields ^ residence of E. 
Herscy Derby is now a publie house, known as the "Lafayette 
House." 

Stages arid Stage Companiee. — ^The first record of a rchicle for 
carrying passengers is in ITGl, when "a large stage chair," drawn by 
two horses, passed through Salem from Portsmouth, on its way to 
Boston, and returned, once a week. In 1766, a stage began to run w 
between Salem and Boston, and one between Salem aud Gloucester in 
1796. Four years before, a ** stage wagon** had run to Gloucester. 
Stages began to run to Haverhill in 1810 ; to South Audorer, in 1819 ; 
to Lowell, iu 1826 ; to Beverly (special) and to Danvers, in 1828 ; 
to Essex, in 1833 ; and to Ipswich about the same year. As early as 
1774 a stage ran to Marblehead, occasionally, and in 1794 one was 
run from that town to Salem. A stage commenced running to Lynn, 
separate from the Boston stages, in 1832. The Salem and Boston 
Stage Company (a Salem institution) was incorporated in 1821, and, 
up to the time of the advent of the Eastern Bailroad, in 1838, was a 
Tory successful concern, and was considered decidedly progressive. 
It was as well run and as well equipped as any line in the country, and 
was the first to introduce the "* swing-rack and foot-board,** and later, 
the steel-spring stages. Most of its coaches were built in its own 
shops in Salem, among the mechanics employed being Osgood Bradley, 
since the day of railroads a laige and successful passenger-car builder 
in Worcester, and Joseph Smith and Daniel C. Planning, the present 
lively firm of Smith & ]^Ianniug. William H. Foster, the present 
cashier of the Asiatic National Bank, was one of the clerks of the 
company. On the gradual dissolution of the concern, several of the 
drivers of the old stage company became in some way connected with 
the railroad company, a business nearer akin than any other to their 
* profession.* 

The Turnpike. — ^The Salem Turnpike and Chelsea Bridge Corpora- 
tion was incorporated March 6, 1802. The road was opened for 
travel Sept. 22, 1803. It extended from Salem to the Charles River, 
and was twelve miles and 256 poles long. Tolls were abolished and v 
the turnpike became a free publie way Nov. 6, 1869. 

Itaili-oads. — ^The Eastern Bailroad was opened from Boston to 
Salem Aug. 27, 1838. The first station building was of wood, and 
quite small. The present granite and brick structure was commenced 



The New^papen. 255 



in the spring of 1847. The Eastern road was opened to Marblehead 
Dec. 10, 1839 ; to Ipswich, Dec. 18, 1839 ; to Nowbmyport, Jane 
19, 1840 ; to the New Hampshire line, Nor. 9, 1840. The tunnd 
under Washington and Essex streets was built in 1839. The Essex 
Railroad, Salem to Lawrence, was opened Sept. 5, 1848 ; the Soath 
Reading road, to South Reading (now Wake6eld), in Scptembert 
1850; and the Salem and Lowell road, Aug. 1, 1850. Of the last 
three, the Lowell road is operated by the Boston, Lowell, and XashuA 
Railroad, and the other two by the Eastern road. 

Ketc^papen. — Salem followed closely behind Cambridge and Bos- 
ton in introducing the printing-press, Samuel Hall, a natire of 
Medford, opening an office here in April, 17G8. In the following July 
he established a paper, the " Essex Gazette," to bo issued on eadi 
Tuesday. The first number appeared Aug. 2d, and was a folio ten 
by sixteen inches. In May, 1775, Mr. Hall removed to Cambridge 
and published bis paper there till 1781, when he returned to Salem 
and started the "Salem Gazette.* This paper he published for n 
little more than four years, remoring to Boston and publishing the 
** Massachusetts Gazette** there. This removal from Salem was on 
account of heavy taxes levied on advertisements, which sadly re* 
duced his income. 

Before Mr. HalPs removal from Salem a paper was started, Jnly 1, 
1774, by EzekicI Russell, and was called the ** Salem Gazette and New* 
bury and Newburyport Advertiser.* It terminated in a few months. 
**The American Gazette or Constitutional Journal," was published by 
Mr. Russell for a few weeb, conunencing June 19, 1776. * The 
Salem Gazette and General Advertiser* was published by Mrs. Mary 
Crouch & Co., from Jan. 2, 1781, to October 11 of the same year. 
"The Salem Chronicle and Essex Advertiser* was puMished by 
George Roulstone, for something less than year, commencing March 
80, 1786. The present * Salem Gkizette* was commenced OcU 14, 
1786, John Dabncy and Thomas C. Cushing issuing the first number 
under the title of the ** Salem Mercury."* It assumed the name of tbc^ 
"Salem Gazette"* Jan. 5, 1790. The present "Ghizette* Is 
back in a direct line to Mr. HalFs first venture, and the "Ghisette 
to-day bears, at the fiead of its column, the words, * Establis! 
weekly, 1768; semi-weekly, 1796"; and its claim, as a contin 
tion of Mr. HalPs paper, is founded upon the judgment of 
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antiquarians who were contemporary with Mr« Gushing. IIo had 
served his apprenticeship with Mr. Ilally and took his materials and 
roTived the paper, after a brcalc, in 178G.* Mr. Caleb Foote, the 
present senior partner, sen'cd as an apprentice with Mr. Gushing, — 
so the lino is traced down, connecting the first issue with that of the 
present d:iy. Mr. Dabney withdrew in 1789, leaving Mr. Gushing 
sole proprietor. In 1704 W^'illiam Garlton assumed the publication, 
and, in 1797, transferred it baclc to Mr. Gushing. On account of 
ill-health, the latter withdrew from the paper, and his son, Caleb 
Gushing, succeeded him. lie published the paper for six months, 
with Ferdinand Andrews, who then toolc it alone. He sold one-half 
the establishment, in 1825, to Caleb Foote, and the other half in 
1826 to AVilliam Brown. Jan. 1, 1833, Mr. Footo became sole pro- 
prietor, and is now the senior partner of the firm of Foote & Hor- 
ton (N. A. Horton), who are the present publishers, the latter 
entering the firm in 1854, after a regular apprenticeship in the same 
office. It is now publisbccl as a semi-weekly, on each Tuesday and 
Friday morning. A weekly edition, the ''Essex County Mercuiy,* is 
issued on each Wednesday. This was started June 8, 1831. 

The ''Salem Register** was commenced May 12, 1800, as a semi- 
weekly. William Carlton was its publisher, and it was originally 
called the "Impartial Register,** then the "Salem Register,** the 
"Essex Register,** and finally the "Salem Register** again. Mr. 
Carlton died July 24, 1805, and the paper was published for his 
widow, then " for the proprietors ** for awhile, next by Haven Poole 
and Warwick Palfra}*', Jr. Mr. Poole died and the paper was 
continued by ^Ir. Palfray, and later by Mr. Palfray and Mr. John 
Chapman. On the death of ^Ir. Warwick Palfray, Jr., his son, 
Charles AV., formed a partnership with Mr. Chapman. The latter 
died in 1873, and Mr. Eben N. Walton was admitted to the firm, 
which became Palfray & Walton. The "Register** is issued on 
each Monday and Thursday, 

The " Salem Observer " was first issued Jan. 6, 1823, by William 
and Stephen B. Ives, as a weekly, appearing on each Monday evening. 
It was first published as the" Observer," next as the " Salem Observer," 
four years as the "Salem Literaty and Commercial Observer," 
and last and now as the "Salem Observer" again. Its first two 
editors were B. Lynde Oliver, and Joseph G. Waters. Gteorge 
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W. Peaso bccamo a partner in ISS?, and in 1839 Mr. Stcpbcn 
B. Ives withdrcwy leaving the firm* Ives & Pcaso. William Ives with- 
drew a few years ago, and Iloraee S. Traill became a jmrtner. Tba 
^ Observer "* is now published by Peaso, Traill & Fleldon» Mr. Fran* 
CIS A. Fielden having been admitted Jan. 1, 1872. It is issued on 
Saturday mornings. Mr. Gilbert L. Strceter is its editor. . Mr. 
Streeter wrote, in 185G, ^an account of the newsixipcrs and periodi- 
cals published in Salem,** up to that ye:ir, and it contains much 
detailed information. The pamphlet is on file at the Essex Institute. 

The ** Salem Post " is the outgrowth of a free advertising sheet, pub* 
lished monthly by Charles H. AVebber. On Jan. 1, 1873, it became 
a weekly, published by Mr. Webber and F. B. Browning, and was 
styled the ** Salem City Post.** For a time the publishing firm was 
Webber Bros., Mr. Putnam Webber being the junior partner. The 
** Post ** is issued each AVednesday morning. 

These four are the only newspapers now published in Salem, and, 
though neither of them is a daily, some one is issued on each morning 
of the week, except Sunday. 

Many papers have been bom in Salem only to die, most of them for 
want of support. Among them the ** Salem Advertiser,* published 
from 1832 to 1849 ; the ** Salem Daily Chronicle,** from March, 1848, 
to May 22, 1848; ** Essex County Freeman,** from Aug. 1, 1849, to 
June 14, 1854; the ** Union Democrat,** from July 31, 1852, to OcL 
6, 1852; the "People's Advocate,** from Oct. 1854, to 1861; the 
** Salem Daily Journal,** from July 24, 1854, to Nov. 24, 1855; the 
"* Essex Statesman,** from 18G3 to 1868; the ** Salem Enterprise," 
daily, from April 4, 1867, to Jan. 9, 1868; ** Daily Evening News,* 
a continuation of the ** Enterprise,** from March 4, 1868, to April 4, 
1868. These were the most important. A host have been published 
during exciting political contests, for advertising purposes, or with m 
hope that they might gain a foothold in the community ; but on\j 
the " Gazette,** " Mercury,** " Register,** " Observer,** and •*Post,* stand 
to-day as "news'* papers. "The Pavilion ** and ** Fireside Favorite** 
are monthly advertising sheets that deserve mention, as they have 
been published regularly since 1869 and 1870 respectively. Tlie lat- 
ter is a successor of the **IIoop-Skirt,** started in 1807. 

TtJegraph and Telephone. — The first communication between Salem 
and Boston by the magnetic telegraph was a dispatch sent b/ the 
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mayor of the former city to the mayor of the latter, Deo. 23, 1847. 
Tbo first public exhibition of the telephone was made at Lyceum Hall, 
on the 12th of February, IttTG, under the supenrision of the inrcntor, 
A. Graham Bell. A despatch of a quarter of a column was sent by tele- 
phone the same ercning to the ** Boston Daily Globe," by Henry M. 
Batchdder, then connected with that poper. But three errors in re- 
ceiving it were made, and it was the first despatch erer sent by tele- 
phono to a newspaper. 

Salem Neck^ like all other lands in this Ticinity, was originally held 
in common and undivided. In 1714 the commoners granted the Neck 
lands and Winter Island, and from that date to 1728, the Neck was 
probably used for pasturage, and Winter Island for ** the fishery ** ; that 
is, for drying fish. AVho collected the rents cannot be determined ; but, 
according to the vote of the commoners, the rents were to be paid into 
the town treasury. In 1729 the town let the lands on Winter Island 
to five shoremen. In 1735 it was voted to let so much as was suffi- 
cient to the shoremen, the remainder as a public pasture, and from 
1738, up to 1824, the island was let for posture lands. In March, 
175G, the land on which the powder-house now stands, was let to 
Bichard Derby for one shilling a year, and he built a wharf and ware- 
house. In 1859 the city authorities received $152 rent from Oliver M. 
Whipple (who had purchased the title of the Derby family) for the 
unexpired term of one thousand years. It is probable that, prior to 
1714, the town owned a portion of the Neck, and the commoners the 
remainder. In 1765 the town treasurer was authorized to let Winter 
Island and the Neck together, for pasture lands. In 1679 there were 
so many people at AVinter Island that John ClifiTord was licensed to 
keep a victualling bouse for their convenience. 

The Neck has a long story in connection with the coast defences of 
the Colony and Commonwealth. Block-houses, stockades, and earth- 
works, almost innumerable, have been built there on various threaten- 
ing occasions, ever since the first settlement. Their history is difficult 
to trace ; but the notes which follow pertain to the most important 
defences. A ship which arrived in 1629 brought five cannon ; bat 
these were probably for the Darby Fort on the Marblehead shore, at 
Naugus Head, built about that year, as near as can be decided from 
the reeordsi 

A fort on the Salem shore (Winter Ishnd) was commenced in 164S. 
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Felt says that in 1758 tbo Keck had **long been gasrded* bjtwo 
block-houses at tbo gate, and by another at Watch-house Point, 
familiarly called Hospital Point. Besides these defences, it had a fort 
on its heights, called "now,** to distinguish it from the old one on 
Winter Island. In 1690 the Winter Island fort was repaired, and 
breastworks thrown up on the heights of the Neck. In 1699 the 
Winter Island fort was called Fort William, in honor of the king, and 
in 1704, Fort Ann, in honor of the queen. A new fort was built in 
1742, on the heights of the Neck, the location fortified in 1690. In 
1775 Fort Lee was built on the site of the fort of 1742. In 1787 
there were three forts, known as William, Lee, and Juniper, the 
latter on the site of the present summer settlement at Juniper Point. 
In 1794 Fort AVilliom was ceded to the United States. In 1799 the 
name of Fort William was changed to Fort Pickering, by order of the 
secretary of war. In 1814 these forts were rebuilt, and Forts Pick* 
ering and Leo again in 1863, after the breaking out of the civil war. 
Both are now in a dilapidated condition. 

The noted frigsito ** Essex,** thirty-two guns, was built on the south 
side of AVinter Island in 1799, and launched, Se^itember 30 of that 
year, from a spot not far from the lighthouse. 

Old Milla. — Capt. William Trask, an original planter, erected one of 
the first mills in New England.* It was built on a small brook, running 
into the North River, near the Lowell Railroad station in Peabody. 
The first machinery was a ** mortar mill ** for pounding com. Various 
changes were made at different times in the construction and uses 
of the building or buildings on this foundation. In 1692 it was re- 
built for a fulling mill. In 1640 Oipt. Trask obtained permission, 
and, some years later, erected a mill a half mile further down the 
North River, and in a short time moved it another half mile down 
stream. This became known as FrjVs Mill, being under the direo- 
tion, the latter part of the century, of AVilliam Fiye, father and son. 
In June, 16G3, |)ermis8ion was granted to Walter Price, Henry Bar- 
tholomew, John Gardner, and Samuel Gardner, to build a mill on the 
South River, and it was completed in 1664. It was on the site of the 
grist-mill removed a few years ago by the Eastern Railroad, to build 
the engine-house, on Mill StreeUf 

* TbtB was probably the Jint min in New Eoglaad. 

t Bi-e «< Balletin of tbe Esaex Inatitate,* YoL III.— ui artida on ** Old lfnu » by Ite 
Hon. James KImbaU. ' 
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There was a windmill near "Burial Point.** the present Cliarter 
Street Cemetery. The mill proliably stood near Lilierty Street, and 
the field became known as •* Windmill Field." This was proTious to 
1660. Another windmill stood near Xorthey Street. 

Glass JIalcing. — For Salem is claimed the establishment of the 
I first glass works in New England. The evidence is ftiund in the 
I early town records. In 1G38 the following api^ears: — "27th of the 
lltb. mo. 1G38 — granted to Obadiah Ilullme one acre of land for a 
house neere to the glasse house.** Hence the manufacture of glass 
must have been established as early as 1638. This " glasse house * 
was located in a field now lying between Boston and Aliom streets, a 
part of which is owned by Gen. "William Sutton. Glass slag has 
frequently been plowed up there. 

Fire Clubs. — Associations known as "fire clubs" have existed in 
Salem since 1744. In the active days of these clubs, each member 
was required to have two substantial leather buckets, and they were 
usually painted with the name and device of the club. Miiny of these 
buckets may still be found hanging in the front or rear hall-ways of 
the old houses of Salem, usually under the stairs or on some pn>jcctioa 
or cornice. These buckets were kept thus bandy, and when an alarm 
of fire was given, the owner was supposed to take his buckets and repair 
to the scene of the fire, to assist in passing water from the cisterns to 
the tubs of the engines, or to throw it on to the fire directly. This of 
course was before the introduction of the suction- hose. Each member 
of the clubs was also provided with a bag, in which to take property 
from buildings, and a bed-key to take down the old-fashioned bed- 
steads. Most of the clubs had ladders at convenient places about the 
town. In later years, these oiganizations having been mainly surpassed 
in usefulness by the introduction of improved fire apparatus, they have 
been maintained as social clubs, an annual meeting and supper being 
held, at which officers were chosen and reminiscences of former days 
related. The only clubs now in existence are the Enterprise, the 
Naumkeag, and Alert. The following clubs, with their dates of organ- 
ization, were the most important of those that have existed in Salem : 
Old Fire Gub, 1744 ; Union, 1770 ; Social, 1774 ; Number Five, 
1783 s Social (2), 1793; Amity, 1796; Relief, 1803; Washington, 
1803; Adroit, 1806; Active, 1806; Hamilton, 1809; Enterprise, 
1810; Union and Amity, 1812; Volant, 1816; Adroit (2), 1881; 
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Ktiiimkeng^ 1832 ; Boston Street ; SoasofTcmponince; Alert 
Socinl (3). 

Tlicsc were actiTc and useful orgnnizations in their day. Some of 
them lived but a few months or yeiirs, while three, enumerated abovOt 
have come down to the present time. 

The Posl'Office. — The methods employed in carrying and dia- 
tributing the mails have changed with the needs of the country, begin- 
ning in 1639, when the General Court ordered tliat all letters **from 
beyond the seas* should be deposited with Richard Fairbanks, of 
Boston, who was t4) receive one iienny each for their deliTery. In 
1G93 the postage from Salem to Boston was fourpence. Eld ward Kor- 
ris was postmaster at Siilcm in 1768, and rc-appointed by the Provin- 
cial Congress May 13, 1775. The post-office was then in a shop on 
Washington Street. In 1771) MascoU AVilliams succeeded Mr. Korris^ 
and the office was nearly opposite Mechanie Hall, on Essex Street. 
By 1702 there was a daily mail to Boston, transported by stage. The 
Marblehcad mail was carried on foot, by a Mr. Faljens, who had lost 
one arm. John Dabney succeeded Mr. AVilliams, and after Aug. 21, 
1792, kept the office at the corner of Essex and Washington streets. 
He removed in 1800 to the comer of Easex and Central streets, and 
afterwards to a now building at the foot of Central Street, on Con- 
cert Square. His last location was on the premises on Essex Street 
occupied by Bowker Place. Joseph E. Sprague succeeded Mr. Dab- 
ney in 1816. Ho moved the office to Franklin Building ; to the comer 
of Court and Essex streets in 1817 ; to the comer of Essex and St. 
Peter*s streets in 1818, and there it remained while he continued in 
office. Ebon Putnam succeeded him in 1829, and the office remained 
for awhile in the last-named location, and was then removed to the 
E:ist India Marine Hall Building, where it continued to bo kept until 
Feb. 24, 1855, when it was removed to its present location in the 
Asiatic Building. Charles W. AVoodbuiy sucoeeded Mr. Putnam 
as postmaster March 1, 1840, and held the office until Caleb Foota 
was appointed, in May, 1841. Benjamin F. Browne succeeded Mr. 
Foote in August, 1844, and was himself sucoeeded by George Rus- 
sell in February, 1849. George B. Loring succeeded Mr. Russell in 
June, 1853, and was followed by Joseph S. Perkins in 1858. John 
Ryan was appointed in 18G0, and continued in office until the appoint- 
ment of John Chapman in 1861. Mr. Chapman was succeeded by 
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Willmm W. Lander in 18C7, and upon bit removal from office. In 
18G9y George H. Pierson was appointed, and it the present poslmat* 
tor of Salem. 

unitary Companies. — From the daj's of the first settlement, Salem 
has maintained organized bodies of soldiery. Tlie earliest mention 
in the old records is only brief, but enough is found to prore that soma . 
organization existed. A Salem company saw service against the Dutch 
in Acadia at the capture of St. John and Port Royal, in 1654. In 1G75 
five Salem men were killed in an engagement with the Indians at Bloody 
Brook ; and thirty-one Salem men were impressed for an expedition 
against the Karragansetts. During this campaign two Salem men were 
killed, and four wounded. S:ik'm men were engaged in a battle with 
the Indians at Cocheco, in 1676. In 1707, **our soldiers, troop and 
foot," went to Haverhill to meet the French and Indians ; two were 
killed and two wounded. Salem sent a quota in the Port Royal expe- 
dition, in 1710; and, in 1711, ** twenty men of Col. Hathorn*s R(^ 
mcnt" sailed in the English fleet for Canada. In 1745 a company of 
fifty was raised for the expedition ag:tinst Louisburg. Timothy Pick- 
ering was chosen colonel of the 1st Regiment* Feb. 13, 1775, and 
his regiment marched to Lexington, April 19, 1775, but arrived too 
late to take part in the skirmish. 

In April, 1776, the first uniformed infantry company appears under 
Capt. Joseph Sprague and Lieut. Joseph Hiller. A portion of Col. 
Pickering*s regiment was at Bunker Hill, but does not appear to have 
fought there as an organization, though Lieut. Benjamin West is 
reported killed. The command fought through the war. 

The present Second Corps of Cadets was organized July 10, 1786, 
with Stephen Abbott as its first commander. The uniform was red 
and white, and these colors have always been retained. The Cadets 
furnished a large proportion of the nucleus of the 24th Massachu- 
setts Regiment in the civil war, and the corps was represented laigely 
in the 2d and 19th Regiments and 1st Heavy Artillery. The corps is 
now a battalion of two companies, under Lieut. Col. Samuel Dalton. 

In 1786 there was a volunteer company in Ward IV. The Salem 
Artillery made its first parade Slay 23, 1787, and continued with vary- 
ing fortunes till the opening of the Rebellion, when it was meiged with 
the 4th Massachusetts Batteiy. In 1798, a company of ** exempts* 
was formed. 
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Tho present Salem Light Infantiy was formed May 11, 1805, Capt. 
John Saunders commanding. It adopted tho French Zouave drill at 
the opening of tho Rebellion. It served in one of tho ^ three months * 
regiments; in the "nine months" and ^'lOO days" campaigns; fur- 
nished full companies in the 8th, 23d, and SOth regiments; and was 
represented in tho 32d, 35th, and other Massachusetts organizations. 
Tho company is now attached to the 8th Regiment, and is under Capt. 
Jonathan Osborne. 

Tho pre^nt Salem Mechanic Light Infantry was formed Feb. 26» 
1807, and paraded for the first time July 4, 1807, under Capt. Perley 
Putnam. It served in the 5th Regiment during the civil war, as a 
"three months" organization. Its members afterwards saw service 
in several different regiments. The Essex Hussars existed for a short 
time, about 1808. In 1811, two new companies were organized, 
making eight in Salem at that time. Tho Essex Guards first paraded 
July 4, 1814, and became extinct at tho close of tho War of 1812. 
The Salem City Guards were formed Nov. 14, 1846, with Robert IL 
Farrant as captain, and made their first parade May 31, 1847. This 
organization was attached to tho 5th Regiment at tho opening of the 
civil war. It disbanded before the close of the war. 

Ex-members of the Gidets and Salem Light Infantry have formed 
vetersin associations, and have occasional parades, and elect officers 
annually. Tho Veteran Cadet Association was formed Oct. 11, I8669 
with Gen. William Sutton as its first commander. Tlio Salem Li<dit 
Infantry Veteran Association was formed Nov. 11, 18G2, with George 
Peabody as the first commander. The ** veteran'' members of the 
Mechanic Light Infantry have paraded several times, but have formed 
no definite organization. 

Bands. — Tho first permanent military band in Salem was organ- 
ized in Juno, 1837, and from this tho present Salem Brass Band hae 
descended. Prior to that year, it hud been the custom for six or 
eight musicians to play together at panidcs. They were denominated 
"martial music." There had been an attempt to form a band at ao 
earlier date, but after a very brief and feeble existence it dissolved. 
Tho first leader of the Salem Band was F. W. Moore. Jerome Smith 
succeeded him as leader, and at his death the now ram)us P. 8. Gil- 
more became his successor. Under his direction tho band soon 
acquired a high prestige, and bccamo one of the first musical oigant 
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tiont in tho Commonirealtb. Gilmorc wns fullowecl by Kerrnbn, **the 
jolly truDipctcr ; ** he, in turn, by J. II. Pai-sons, Jtinies Faxou» and 
the present energetic leader, Mr. John &I. Flockton, Jr. 

Tho B:iy State Band was furmed in 1852, and continued for scTeral 
years a popul.tr organization. 

Tbe Naumlveag Band, composed of members of the Naumlieag 
Bout Oub, existed from 1870 to 1874. 

Tlie Salem Cadet Bsind, enlisted by the Second Corps of Cadets, 
M. V. M., was organized in tho spring of 1878, by Mr. Jean M. 
Missud, a native of Nice, Sardinia, a musician of high reputation. 
Under his direction the band has attained high rank. 

The Catholic Temperance Band is an excellent organization, com- 
posed of mem1)ers of tho Father Mathew Temperance Society. It 
has existed fur several years. 

Halls, — Salem is very well provided with halls suited for theatri- 
cal |>erformances, concerts, dancing parties, and all description of 
public assemblies. Mechanic Hall is tho largest and finest in the 
city. It is on the west corner of Essex and Crombie streets. It was 
built in 1839 by the Mechanic Hall Corporation, and in 1870 was en- 
larged and entirely remodelled. Its seating capacity is 1,093, and the 
stage is well adapted and furnished with good scenery for theatrical 
purposes. The interior of the hall is neat and beautiful, and its fur- 
nishings are in the most approved modern design. The hall has a 
very fine concert organ, built by J. 11. Wilcox & Co., of Boston, and 
placed in the hall at the time of the remodelling, 1870. A eomi):iny of 
seven gentleman, Messrs. Richard C. Planning, George M. Whipplot 
A. Aug. Smith, Jos. H. Webb, George Perkins, Thomas H. Johnson, 
and Parker L. Walker, associated themselves as a committee to 
ensure an organ for the hall, and this committee devised and executed 
the means which secured tho instrument. The sum of $2,779.83 was 
raised by a general subscription ; entertainments conducted by the 
organ committee netted $1,242.70; $330 was received for rent of the 
organ after it was placed in the hall, and the Mechanic Hall Corpora- 
tion assumed the balance of the expense incurred by the committee, 
$1,839,110. Lyceum Hall, on Church Street, was built In 1830, 
and is the property of the Salem L3'cenm. The hall was opened 
Jan. 19, 1831. Tbe hall is semi-circular, amphitheatre form, and is 
well adapted for lectures. It scats about six hundred. Hamilton 
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liiMi* in lift <'• imihir.utallli. (iilinoro ^vns fullt >vi J Kv KtMrilin, "tho 

# • • ' ' • 

y%r:il> *» ;)• j/iil:r orirni)I/-;if ion. 

Til/? Na;»!akon^' l?a».i^, roinpo^p'l of niemlicra of tlic X: *i.'.'*^Jig 
Btj.«i Chi1», cxi:*tcvl from 1870 to 1«74. 

Tho Sal'.**!i Cuiil Brii'l, iMiHslc..] liy the Scc«'!iJ 0»rp.^ of ('n(]'(<, 
M. V. M., \\\\9 oi;.^i::i::H-] in Wxc 5.^*1 ip^" (»f l.S7>^, by .Mr. }^'^n .M. 
MIj"«itO, n vr.Jivo t»t' Nii'O, S:ir<VM:i:i, a n:ii-i«.i;iii c»f high n }'.j«;;t:'»n. 
Ui;Jt r \m dircttirn iho hai^tl l.ni :itlni:'.c'l high hm.iC. 

The (Ytliolic T'r;pomnc<^ H:;ii(l i- :in i..\ti]hiit or^uni/rit'^n, coiD- 
|K><<il of Ti^ luhcrs nl* ihc Father Mnih^'v TtMiipcrni*et> ^:^o<.l"ty. It 
h«*« ixislcJ fa* .sivcnil voar*. 

Ilulh, — Salem i? \Mvy wqW pr'niilc*! ^Ilii hul!-* f'iit«nl f.r ihr^tii- 
cal iiorfp'imni'cs, iOJicrrt-?, thuK*':-^ parlic-!, a:)*! alt u(*s^{-i':pti(»ii of 
pu>»!ic :;i:M»n!Mio>. Mechanic II ill is li:o hirj^vsl v.\v\ \\.<\<\ in ihe 
citw It '•* oti <hr wv'-t corii;^r cf i'^-^M y .nml Cniii;]»io streets. It was 
hvii': ill i^.'= :n Th»; ^^-;haniv• Hal! Cor]> jr.itic»ii, ai;J in l^JiO wa« eu- 
l.i»;:'.«i N. 1 V. •'•'>• ri»in *lf ilci], I(< seating: f:!2>aciU !!? l,r/jr^, ninl tlie 
Ma*.' r *.. •'. :j ?»^^^••.*•! :: : f'iru*?!.^'! with jTiJO^l scciiorv for ihcJitrienl 
p.;){t»>'-. '[!." i-:;'.:!' * .f !!>«• L till i.s neat an*] lipartiftil, an*] il?$ fur- 
nishii 'rs ?.ro in ttio in st :']»»>ro%*iu m*.o<V m Oosi^n. Tl»f h:.Il h:^s a 
very llu** c'r;n<;crt <;rirJ'o. liuiii hy J. H. ^Vihiv *<. (fo., o«" V'-»'.'M, »;iid 
plnco 1 in tho hall \\\ thir time c;f tho imh* «Ji ]il:\u% l^TO. ,\ .j •.>,•»> *>£ 
fcr-v<Mi gontl- r.ian, ^K'tM'j' IlUhart! C. MMnr.in^, 0<'«-«ri:»» M. V- lipnlo, 
A. Xv.z. Smith, J08. II. Wohh. (teorirc Pirlxiii^, Tlaonai il. J- ii:;- »n, 
and I'aikcr L. W; Ikor, a-x-'ialvt! tlioiiiirlvt <5 hj* n ctMi.'iiiUoc to 
cii^iiire .in orcrnn f»rlho hall, nn'l thi'? co*r;>'i:U< ;^ jV-vis^d ajid cxfcutotl 
tlic n)oa:»a -..Itich s« i-jrc»d the ins-tnio;chi. TIiO s<'in o^ ^1^11)).^?, was 
raided hy a ;2:ciu'r:l suhsriiptii*:* : enUnt.Lir intent.-* curdiictcd hy tho 
orgm c< nimiitoo noitcd $1,245.70; ^i*.V> w.-.a re c'vcd for re!il t>f the 
orgi!i afler it was phicid in thi» h: *.!, u;J tho Mvcliauic Hall Corpora- 
tion asJ'iiniod the hahircc of the c •].«*' s*i incurred by the con:j»ittcc, 
$l,e3'.M'0. Lyotimi Ildl, on ( ;.: ^ch Stiw-t. was built in 1830, 
a!?d L-i the pn>pi*rty of tho Sai^ m Lycenu'.. The hall wr« orfC-:;cd 
Jttii. r.*, 1S51. The hail is srmi-v:ircuhir, umphithcr.tro ionvxy and is 
well aJai^l.d for 1cctiirc8. It siuta ah nt six hundred. Ilaiuiiton 
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Hall was built abont 1810 by a company of gentlemen wbo intended 
it for asscmblicty a use to Trhich it has always been laigely devoted. 
Many important events have been commemorated within its walls, 
including the fourth and fifth half centuries of the landing of Got. 
Endicott, The hall has always been kept in excellent repair, and 
has been refitted within a half dozen years, and is to-day as ever 
a favorite gathering place fur dancing and other parties. Central 
HalU on Central Street* built in 18C9, is well adapted for small 
parties and entertainments. It was for a number of years leased by 
Post 34, Grand Army. Each of the military companies occupies an 
armory suflBciently large for all gatherings of its own, and they are 
frequently let for public assemblies or dancing parties. The Young 
BIen*s Catholic Temperance Society lins a good-sized hall, called No- 
nantum Hall, on Warren Street ; and the Grand Army Post occupies a 
hall in Essex Block, St. Peter^s Street. The Odd Fellows have 
nice halls in the Asiatic Building, 'Washington Street, and the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians in the Phoenix Block, Lafayette Street. 

There has been no regular the:itrc in Salem sinco 1832, when the 
old Salem Theatre building on Crombio Street was sold to the 
Crombie Street Church Society. This building was erected for theatf* 
rical purposes in 1828, and was known as the Salem Theatre. Aaron 
J. Phillips was its manager and lessee. The first play performed 
there was the comedy, ** Wives as They Wore.** The theatre was run 
to a losing business four years, and was then sold as above mentioned. 
Cemetenes. — The Cliarter Street Cemetery is the oldest bur}'inj^ 
ground in Salem, and was occupied before 1G37. Among others 
inten-cd there are Hiltinrd Yeren, Martha Corey, Richard Derby, 
Warwick Palfray, Benjamin Lyude, William Browne, Simon Fores* 
ter, and Deliverance Parkman. The Broad Street Cemetery was com* 
menced about 1655. Capt. George Curwin, the sheriff of witchcraft 
da3's, is buried there. The Howard Street Cemetery was commenced 
about 1801. A part of it was oiiginally reserved fur colored people, 
and a part for strangers. The Orne Street Cemetery was originally 
laid out in 1807, and contained about two and a half acres. In 1864 
about six acres were added to the former reservation. A soldiers* lot 
of eight thousand feet was set apart in 1872. Harmony Grove, near 
the Pcabody line, is the largest and newest resting-place for the deed. 
It contains sixty-five acres, and is a beautiful spot, kept in the nicest 
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order. It was commoDccd in 1840. Many fine monumontt and bean- 
tiful enclosures are boro to bo found. Tho Roman Catholic burying* 
gronnd» in North Salem, was laid out a foir years since. Tho Quaker 
bur}'ing-ground, on Essex Street, occupies a lot of land adjoiuiug the 
site of an old Quaker church. 

" The Willows^ is a portion of tho north-eastern point of Salem 
Neck, and derived its name from the fact of there l)cing there some 
hrgo willoir-trees. It was formerly known as ** Hospital Poiut,** and 
before that as ** W''atch-houso Point." It has always been a favorite 
resort for picnic parties, and is now a public pleasure-park, controlled 
by the city. It is neatly laid out, and one largo and several smaller 
pavilions have been erected. Its situation is a beautiful one, and the 
view of tho harbor, the north shore toward Cupe Ann, and tho penin- 
sula of ]ilarblchcnd, is a rare bit of scenery. Tho tracks of tho Naum* 
keag Street Railway extend to tho Willows, convoying people thither 
in twenty minutes from the centre of the city. 

Juniper Pointy or **Tbe Juniper," lies east of tho Willows. Its 
historic features have been traced in an account of tho early forts. It 
is now tho locality of a large summer settlement of cottagers, mainly 
from Lowell and Nashua, but including some Salem people. Tho cot- 
tages extend all along the shore toward tho Willows. Streets are laid 
out, and the little settlement is as regularly vbited by tho butcher, 
baker, and milkman as tho city itself. 

The Islands of Salem Harbor. — Tho principal islands of Salom 
Harbor are Baker^s, Misery, and Lowell. Tho first-named was so 
denominated as early as 1G30. It lies about four miles off the Salem 
shore, and contains alK)ut fifty-five acres. Tho United States govern- 
ment maintains two light-houses on this island. Misery Island was 
first called Moulton*s Mis'Ty. It contains about sixty-four acres, and 
is connected by a bar with tho **Littlo Miseiy." Lowell Island was 
granted, in 1655, to Gov. Endicott by tho General Court. It was 
bequeathed in 1684, by Z. £ndicott, to bis daughters, under tho name 
of Cotta Island. It was later known as Cat Island, and received the 
name Lowell when a paiiy of Lowell people built a hotel there, a few 
years ago. In 1774, a small-pox hospital on the island, owned by the 
town of Marblehead, was burned by a mob. Tho chief of tho smaller 
islands arc Cony, Eagle, tho Gooseberries, Ram, and Tinker, tho three 
last owned by the city. 
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DvUinguvfhed Vhtitors. — Salem bat entertained a largo numlicr of 
distingtiishcd visitors. Lafayette was hero Oct. 29, 1784, and at* 
tended a puhlic dinner at Concert Hall, and a ball in tho evening. 
He was in Salem again Aug. 31, 1824. On tbo 29th of October^ 
1789, George Wasliington visited Salem, and was entertained at tho 
resideneo of Joshua Ward, on Washington Street. Tho honso is 
now occupied by Dr. J. E. Fislce. James Monroe was in Salem 
July 8, 1817 ; Andrew Jackson, Juno 26, 1833 ; James K. Polk, July 
5, 1847; and Ulysses S. Grant, Oct. 17, 1871. These comprise aU 
the presidents of the United States who have been in Salem during 
their official term. 

Ilistorical Celebrations. — The landing of Gov. Endicott has twioo 
been fitly celebrated in Salem. ' Tlie 200th anniversary was observed 
Sept. 18, 1828. A procession, under the escort of the Cadets and 
Mechanic L'ght Infantry, marched to tho North Meeting-llouso, and 
there were held commemorative exercises, tho Hon. Joseph Story 
deliveriag the oration. Tho Rev. Dr. Prince and tbo Rev. Mr. Emeiv 
son oflcred prayers, and the Rev. Mr. Brazer read scriptural selections. 
At Hamilton Hall a dinner was spread, to which tho company adjourned 
from tho church. Tho venerable Dr. E. A. Ilolyoko presided, 
assisted by Judge Story, tho vice-president of the Essex Ilistorical 
Society, the lion. William Reed, Willnrd Peelo, Pickering Dodge* 
and tho Hon. Gideon Barstow. Among tho distinguished guests prea- 
ent wore : Gov. Levi Lincoln, Lieut. Gov. Winthrop, the lion. Dan- 
iel Webster, the Hon. Edward Everett, tho Hon. B. W. Crowninshield, 
tho Hon Josiah Quincy, Col. Aaron Ogden of New Jersey, Senor M. 
L. de la Vidaurro of Peru, William Shaler, consul at Algiers, Judge 
Davis, Gens. Sullivan and Dearborn, and Profs. Farrar and Ticknor. 

Tho 250th anniversary of the landing of Gov. Endicott* was 
observed Sept. 18, 1878, under tho auspices of the Essex Institute. 
At Mechanic Hall, at 11 a. m., there were appropriate exercises, and 
at 2 p. M. a lunch was served at Hamilton Hall, and this was followed 
by speeches from distinguished guests. Tho forenoon programme was 
as follows : Reading of Scripture, by tho Rev. R. C. Mills, chaplain of 
tho day ; prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Mills ; singing of an original hymn^ 

* A complete ttcoonnt of this Dotoworibj celebration mnj be found in n bandeooM 
Tolnme pnblisbed by tbe iUwcx lustiiote. II coutaiua tbe oration, ibe poema, and • 
atenograpbio report of tbe 
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written by tho Bor, Jones Very ; poeniy by the Rcr. Charles T. Brooks^ 
of Newport, TL h ; original ode, by the Rev. S. P. Hill ; oration, by 
the Hon. W. C. Endicott, judge of the supreme court, and a lineal 
descendant of Gov. Endicott; singing of Mrs. Hemans*s hymn, ^'The 
Breaking Waves Dashed High,^ by Mrs. J. H. West ; poem written 
for the occasion by W. W. Story, and read by Prof. J. W. Churchill 
of Andovcr ; singing of tho 100th psalm ; benediction, by the chaplain. 
At Hamilton Hall, Dr. Henry Wheatland, president of the Essex 
Institute, presided, and a distinguished company sat at the tables. 
After the lunch, which was one 1>etter entitled to thenameof bauqnet^ 
a nnmber of toasts were offered by the Bev. E. C. BoIIes, who was 
toast-master, and they were replied to by the following gentlemen : 
Got. a. H. Bice, ^layor H. K. Oliver, the Hon. Bobert C. Winthrop, 
president of the Massachusetts Historical Society ; the Hon. Marshall 
P. Wilder, president of the New England Historic Genealogical Society ; 
the Bt. Bev. Dean Stanley, of Westminister Abbey ; the Hon. W. C 
Endicott, orator of the day ; the Hon. Leverett Saltonstall ; Prof. 
Benjamin Peirce, of Harvard College ; the Bev. Fielder Israel, pastor 
of the First Church ; B. H. Stlsbee, Esq., president of the East India 
Blarine Society ; and J. H. Choate, Esq., of New Tork. 

Tlie one hundredth anniversary of the destruction of tea in Boston 
Harbor was also observed under the auspices of the Essex Institute, 
Dee. 16, 1873. The principal feature was an address by tho Hon. 
James Kimball. 

On the 5th of October, 1874, there was celebrated in Salem, the 
Essex Institute again taking the honor of inaugurating and carrying 
out the observance, the centennial anniversary of the assembling here 
of the first Provincial Congress. Abner C. Goodell, Jr., Esq., one 
of the vice-presidents of the Institute, delivered an address on thb 
occasion. 

On Friday, Feb. 26, 1875, the city authorities duly commemorated 
the centennial anniversary of the expedition of Col. Leslie to Salem 
in search of Provincial cannon. A public assembly and addresses^ 
with religious and patriotic services at the North Church, constituted 
the most prominent feature of the day's celebration. A salute of one 
hundred guns was fired at noon, the bells rung at morning, noon, and 
night, and the national flag displayed on the public buildings. The 
order of exercises at the church was as follows : Voluntary ; prayer 
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by tho Rcr. E. B, Wnison» pastor of tiio church ; original ode bj 
Bliss L. L, A. Very ; address by Mayor Henry L. Williams ; address 
by tho Hon. George B. Loring ; national song ; address by the Ber. 
E. B. Willson; music — ** America.* 

The Centennial Fourth of July (1876) was celebrated in Salem in 
a becoming manner. The chief part of the celebration consisted of 
a civic, military, floral, and trades procession, three miles or more in 
length. Salutes, fire-works, and other ordinary parts of a Fourth of 
July programme were in addition to the procession. 



270 Skdch of Salem. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE 8ALE1I OF TO-DAT — HER PLACE A3IOXQ TUB CITIES OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH. 

Tlic preceding chapters have given the readers a general insight into 
the history of the good old city of Salem. Her progress has lieen 
traced from the day on which Conant and his associates landed and 
founded Naumkeag, through two centuries and a half — each one of 
the two hundred and fifty years adding something to her fair name. 
There have been dark passages in her annals; but no city 
escapes some record that is not regretted when it has been engraven 
by time on the page of history. More than any other place in the 
county of EUsex, Salem has attracted attention from the students of 
local history. Within her borders was commenced the fir^t i>erma- 
ncnt settlement of the county. In her early days she ranked with 
Boston in importance, and had her location 1>cen as well adapted, she 
would have been the capital of the State. Within the old town limits 
centred the terrible witchcraft delusion of 1692 — the history of 
which fonns the one dark page in the chronicle of her progress. Her 
commercial record is more brilliant than that of any other i>ort in the 
country. Here assembled the first Provincial Congress, and in Salem 
was shed the first blood of the Revolution. 

A quaint old city, Salem is often called ; but she is not quaint to 
that degree that she might be deemed a disagreeable place to those 
who abide within her walls. Her antique features servo rather Co 
furnish a pleasing variation, and an added attraction to the general 
modcmness. Salem is no decrepit, tumble-down city. Modem 
structures are the rule, not the exception. Her publie buildings are 
substantial and ornamental; her business blocks well built and of 
pleasing architectural design, and fine houses adorn many streets in 
the residence portion of the city. Salem is withal beautifully situated, 
lying in a secUon of conntry which abounds in the loveliest natural 
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■ccncry, and bordered by a haibor that is one of the most picturesque 
on the JIassachusetts canst. Ilcr people are cultivated and social, and 
no pleasanter community could be desired for a home. 

Salem has been a progressive place — progressive in that stronger 
sense, that means real advancement. Ilcr growth has not been fabu- 
lous, or even rapid, but a steady pushing forward, till the Salem of 
to-day holds a high place among the cities of the Commonwealth. 
Though her commerce has fled, business of other and many sorts fur- 
nishes life to the municipality and employment to her citizens. 

Purity and progress have alwa3's been her aim ; and she has so 
nearly lived up to her aspirations that her record is almost an unblem- 
ished one. Her literary and scientific societies are numerous and 
prosperous, and her benevolent and charitable institutions are many ; 
and all on the most lilieral and stable basis. Salem has always 
afforded the best means of education for the 3*oung, and her school- 
system to-day is unsurpassed by that of any city of the Union. Salem*8 
sons have won distinction and honor in all lands, and many who havo 
made her the home of their adoption, have added to her already wide- 
spread honors. Few cities can point to such names in their annals, as 
thoseof Bowditch, and Hawthorne, and Prescott, and Story, and Choate. 
To do the city justice in chronicling the acts and deeds of her noted 
sons, would alone fill a volume. The li.*tt includes statesmen, mer- 
chants, scientists, and philanthropists ; and to-day she can take just 
pride in men doing their full part in su^^taining and |>erpctuating her 
good name. Her record in the councils of nation and State has lieen 
a worthy one; and she has to-day, for the fourteenth time, the honor 
of furnishing the representative of the Essex District in the National 
Congress. Of legal talent, Salem has always had the best of tlie time, 
and to-day, three judges of State courts reside within her borders, — 
Judges Lord and Endicott of the supremo bench, and Chief Justice 
Brigham, of the superior court, — each of them honored graduates 
from service at the bar. Eminent divines have filled her churches with 
their eloquence, and there always have been among her citizens, noted 
liteniry men, scholars, and orators. Salem has ever been deeply 
interested in scientific progress, and has attracted to her institutions 
many of the prominent men of their time. Not many cities can point 
to such literary institutions as Salem has ; and in art, as well as liter- 
ature and science, she takes high rank. Her artists have contributed 
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worthy tributci to bcr honor, and the sculpton, Sloty and Bogen, 
rerore her u their biribplaca. 

or Salem, the old and the new, her citizen! are alike proud i and 
their earnest desire for a briglit and ttonornble future for their beloved 
city, it fuDy shared by her aona and duughten abroad, though they 
hare long been dweltcrn without her gut**. 
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Edward A. IIoi.yoke.— CopicU rrora a picturo by James Frothingham, in the 
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Facing page 14: 

Joiix Endicott.— Copied from an engraving. Gov. Endicott died M.ircb 15, 
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Leverett Saltonstall. — From a portrait by Charles Osgood, now in the pos- 
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Facing page 30: 

Roger Wiluams House. — From a drawing in tho possession of the Essex Insti- 
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Bradstreet House. — From a drawing in the possession of the Essex Instltnta. 
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house was buiit by Col. Benjamin Pickman in 1750. On its site onoo stood a bouse 
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purchased in 1G80 by Timothy Lindall, a prominent merchant of his day. Mr. 
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Moreliead) gave the house and land to her nephew, Benjamin Pickman, who in 
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Faring page 46: 

Views on Essex and Washington streets, ft>om photographs taken in the month 
of A^O, 1879. 

Facing page 66: 

Cm IIaix. (See page 65.) 

Custom House. (See page 20S.) 
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Easterk Railroad Statiox. (See page 254.) 

Copied from photographs taken in the month of April, 1879. 

Facing page 103: 

HiGn ScnooL. (See page 102.) 

KouiAL ScnooL. (See page 108.) 

Plvmsicb Hall. (See page 111.) 

Peauodt Acadcsiy of SclE^'CE. (See page 115.) 

Copied from photographs taken in the month of April, 1879. 

Facing page. 112 : 

Two Interiors at riummer Hall from photographs taken in the month of April, 
1879. (See page 111.) 

Facing page 116: 

Two Interiors at the Peabody Academy of Science, from photographs taken in 
the month of April, 1879. (See page 115.) 

Facing page 130: 

EuAt Haskct Derbt.— Copied from a portrait by James Frothingham, in the 
possession of the East India Marine Society. (See page 130.) 

WiLLiAX Gbat. — Copied from a portrait in the possession of the East India 
Marine Society. The original picture from which the portndt Just mentioned was 
copied was painted by Gilbert Stuart. (See page 182.) 

Wiluax Obxe.— Taken from a portrait by (Carles Osgood, now in the posses- 
sion of the Essex Institute. The portrait is a copy fh>m an original by GOberi 
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'Georsr* Tnm m ^kmck la the ponir tFina of CajiL Cfaito R ADm 
of Sfldna. Tbo * George'* aado twcatj f o y aga bcii 
(8m paifo 14iu) 

Fflcinf pmg§ ISO: 

XATnAxnx SnjKEE^— Copied Itom a portnut la the powfloa of the Eit 
Iferisc Socktj. (Sec pes<B S4C) 

DcDiXT L. FlCKXAsL— CopMd finoa a poftnk ia the pmneMJoB of the Eaet 
ladie Jiariae Socktj. Ur. Pkkaaa was bora ia Sakoi, ia 1779, ead fied Jiaw. 4. 
IMC lie vas aa cauaeat aad eatcrpiisa^ aierchaBt, aad was largcij caga|ped ia 
tndo with the East ladfaiL lie was a member of both bnadm of the Stata 



BoacxT UnoaL— Copied from a photograph. Mr. Uptoa was bora fai Seleai, 
Feb. 16, 17^. aad died thcia Sept. 9, 1«SS. He was a soeeearfal mrrrhaat, 
ea^a^ed priDcipalljr ia tnde with Soath AaMricaa portu IDs soas coatfaaed the 
bosiaem for aiaaj jears, aad a large praportioa of the Sakm trade with the 
era ports of Sooth Aaieriea was ia the haads of m e mb e is of this faonly. 

Katiiaxiel L. Roceks^— TalLea from oae of tlie earliest dag a er r e o tjpes, 
ia tlie poisetfioB of his Cuailj. Mr. Rogers was among the OKMt eater p ri si Bg aad 
promiaent aierrliants of Sairm, aad opeaed tlie Aaiericaa trade with Zaniihar aad 
Anstnlia. Ue was bora ia Ipswich, Aag. 6, 17S&. aad iBed Joly 81« USft. 

Fadrng page 183: 

RoBCBT BBOOKnousE. — Copied from a photograph. Mr. Brookhoose was bom 
Dee. 8, 1779, and died Jone 10« 18G6. He was engaged in trade with Madagascar, 
Patagonia, the Feejve Islands, aad largely with the west coast of Africa. He was 
rery suocessTol as a merchant, and aecomolated a large p r op er ty. 

Stepuev C. Pniixirt.~Copied from a lithograph. (See page 57, aad the 
aocoont of the Manila trade.) 

Ei>WABD D. KixBALL.— Copied from a picture now in the possesion of Us 
widow. Mr. Kimball died in Paris, Sept 23, 1867, aged 56 years. He was emS- 
nently socoessfol as a merchant, amassing a large fortnne. His ressds were 
found in the porU of the East Indies, aad he was largely engaged in trade with 
the west coast of Africa. 

JoHv Bektrax^— Copied from a photograph in thepoeseMioo of the tmstaes of 
the Old Men's Home in Salem. (See page 131.) 

Facing page 240: 

Nathaxikl BowiMTCU.— Copied from a portrait by Charles Osgood, painted for 
aad DOW in the poesession of the East Indhi Marine Society. (See page 947.) 
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Xatoaxicl flAwrnoBXC— Copied fhmi a photogrtipli. (Sm pa^^e S09.) 
JusEni Stobt. — Copietl from a poitmh by Charles Osgood, now la the poiiai 
•km of the Essex Institute. (See page S41.) 
Daxi£L a. Wiute. — Copied from an engrariag. (See page 241.) 

Facing page 250 1 

FlcsERixo IIorsE-^This hou.<e stands on Broad Street, and was boilt abool 
1650, bj John Pickering, whose descendants bare erer since retained it In their 
possession. It is the birtliplace of CoL Tlmothj' Pickering, and is occupied to-day 
by one of his lineal descendants. 

Hawthorne IIousE.~The birthplace of Nathaniel ITawthome. (See page 20R.) 

Xariminxe House.— This house, which stands on Essex Street, nearly opposite 
Pleasant Street, was built by Thomas Ives before 1680. It was owned and occu- 
pied by Capt. Simon Wilhird in the latter part of the seventeenth century. It b 
now ownetl and occupied by members of the Xarbonne famfly. 

Old Bake-iiocse.— This house is situated on St Peter Street, and is a good 
specimen of the style of architecture prior to the year 1700. But few houses were 
built, after that date, with the projecting second story. The house stands on land 
formerly owned by Christopher Waller, one of the early settlers of Salem. 

The four pictures on thb sheet are from photographs taken from the originals in 
April, 1879. 

Facing page 264 s 
Views on Chestnut and Lafayette streets, from photographs taken in April, 1879. 

For the privilege of photographing pictnies in their possession thanks are due to 
Mrs. Jonathan C. Perkins, Mrs. Edward D. Kimlmll, George Peabody, Francis H. 
Lee, Edward S. Rogers, George Upton, Charles H. Allen, and John Robinson, and to 
the officers of the Peabody Academy of Science, the Essex Institute, and the East 
India Marine Society. Thanks are also due to T. F. Hunt, of the Essex Institute, 
for assistance in the preparation of the illostratioDt. 

The illustrations are by the beliotype process, and were made by the Heliotjpe 
Printing Company of Boston, (rom photographs taken expressly for this work. 



N6te. — In the preface to this work, the authors shoaM have made their acknowl- 
edgmeuts to the publl<(hing firm of C. F. Jewett A Co., of Boston, for their klndaete 
In permitting the use of material and taiidlng type. 
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voluntary contributions from its friends. Maint^ns lecture courses, bi^ 
torical and scientific publications, a picture gallery (historical portrmitsX 
and a museum of historical relics, artobjects, furniture, arcbitcctuial 
relics, pottery and porcelain, costume, manuscripts, etc., and a library ol 
500,000 vols., books, pamphlets and bound newspapers: — history, 
genealogy and science ; special libraries 00 China and the Chinese, and 
the Commercial Marine. 17th century hoine (1684) with overhanging 
second story; Quaker meeting house (1688); shoe shop (1830); and 
other relics, in garden in the rear. Prescott, the histlMian, bom hi 
house fon^^riy on site of the museum building, where also lived Nathan 
Reedv M. C, who buOt and navigat^ -a steamboat 18 yeaiB befovt 
Fulton. In the first house on this sit^ved Emanuel Downing ; Us too 
George, for whom Downing St., London, was named ; and Gov. SImoa 
Bradstiect 

Faabodj MvsOTuat 161 Essex St Founded and endowed bj 
George Peabody in 1867 ; ethnological and natural Ustoiy coDectiooa; 
shippictures and models; portraits; includes museum ol East In& 
Marine Society, founded 1799. Circulais of information, tee. 

OriflUihaw* So«s«^ 53 Charter St, adjoining burial ground. D»> 
scribed in •• Dr. Grimshawe*fe Secret** Home of Miss Sophia Pcabodj 
who became the wife of Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

duurtor Bttm&t Muxial Osovad, " Old Buryiiig Potnt,** sfam 
1636. Oldest stone dated 1673. Capt Richard More (only cootempcK 
raneous gravestone of Mayflower Pilgrim known to exbt)^ Gov. SImoa 
Bradstreet, Chief Justice Lynde and Judge Hathome buried here. See 
tablet at gate. Gravestones from which Hawthorne took names for 
many of his characteiB. 

&iwthoxii«*s Bir^plaotb 27 Union St Built before 1685. 
Hawthorne bom here July 4, 1804. 

OnstOBi SovjM^ 178 Derby St, buOt, 1819. Here Hawdioroe 
began to write ** The Scariet Letter.** His Surveyor^ stencQi^late seen 
here. His desk at the Essex Institute. Gen. Miller, hero ol Lniidy% 
Lane (1814), once CbDector. 
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/ •• Koiui« of t]i« 8«T«m OaUM,*' 54 Turner St Built about 1669. 
Hawthorne frequently visited the owner and occupant, hit cousin, Miss 
Susan IngersoU. Building restored and six furnished rooms, old 
•• cent shop,** and secret staircase shown. Admission, 25 cents. 

Waaldagton Square (Salem Common), reserved for training field, 
1714. Fine houses built early in last century. Andrew Housb* 13 
Washington Sq^ W., built, 1818, by uncle of Gov. John A. Andrew who 
frequented it Nathaniel Bowoitch, eminent mathematician, bom 
> 773t s^t 2 Brown St. ; house now stands at end of Kimball Ct off 
Brown St At 14 Mall St, Hawthorne finished •'The Scarlet 
Letter.** House, 26 Winter St, built and occupied by Justice Story ; 
here W. W. Story, poet and sculptor, was bom ; Lafayette entertained 
here, 1824. 

Site of Witeheraffc JaU, 4 Federal St 

Oo«rt SonsM^ Federal St Go between the two biMings nearest 
the railroad tunnel, to Clerk*fe room, where, in a table-case, are sbowa 
witchcraft records and •'witch pins.** Law library, upstairs. Many 
portraits, including Hunt*fe picture of Chief-Justice Shaw. 

Lofllia's B«trMt. At the North Bridge tfM march ol CoL LnBe 
and the 64th Regt in search of concealed cannon, was checked on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 1775 -.^first forcible resistance to British aggressioa. 

•«T]m Witek KovMb** cor. North and Essex Sts. BuOt before 
1675. Occupied in 1692, by Judge COrwin; some preliminary wlldi- 
craft examinations are said to have taken pbct bete. 

Salam Tnblitt Liteavy, comer ol Essex and Muaroe St Fov> 
merly the mansion of John Bertraos. Readiiig room open Irom 9 A. M. 
to 9 P.M. 

Gallows HiUv rear of Boston St The scene ol nineteen witchcnlt 
executions in 169a. 

Fickoring Ho«fl% Broad St Buflt in i€6o— still in Pickering 
family. Birthplace of C6L Timothy Pickering, 1745. 

Broad 8tva«t Baxial Orovnd, laid out as •• Burying HOI,** 1655. 
Graves of SheriflF George Corwin, who executed those condemned for 
witchcraft ; Timothy Pickering; Gen. F. W. Lander; Gen. H. K. Oliver. 

BackKoasa^ 8 MiD St Built before 1651. Here, at one time, 
John Singleton Copley, lived and painted, and John Adams visited Us 
•• brother Cranch." 

Town Soase Bqaara^ site of old Town House (see tablet 00 church). 
Here Gov. Burnet convened the Genersl Court in 1728 and 1729. 
Dinner given to Sir William Pepperrell by town (July 4, 1 746). Hoose 
of Assembly met here with closed doors and defied Gov. Gage (I774). 
First Provincial Congress met here (1774). Site of <• Endicott and the 
Red Cross** episode (1634), and of Hawthorne** ••RiH from tiM Old 
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Town Pump.** Houses of •« Old Planters ** Conant and Woodbuiy (1626). 
and of Endicott, Roger Williams, Hugh Peter, and Higginson were 
near by. In Ward House, i 50 Washington St, Washington passed a 
night in 1789. On same site lived Sheriff Corwin, who, in 16^, at the 
age of twenty-six, executed 19 persons condemned for witchcraft 
Site of Witohcralt Conrt Soiis«» see tablet, 70 Washington St 
Tho Ci^ Eallt Washington St^ built in 1838, has many portraits of 
interest, and the original Indian deed of Salem. , 

SEVERAL NOTABLE HOUSES. 

Dorby-Crowninshiold-Ward K6«s«^ foot of Herbert St (1740X 
showing gambrel rooL 

Varbonno Soiis*^ 71 Essex St (before 1671), showing lean4o roof 
and comer shop. 

" The Old So«s«^" rear of Essex Institute (1684), showing projecl- 
ing second story and comer shops: — Salem *<cent shop,** apothecary shop 
(1825), and weaving room.* 

•< The Old Bakerj/' rear of ** House of Seven Gables** (1683X* 
showing projecting second story. 

Pieree-Vichola Kouse^ 80 Federal St (1782X designed by 
Mclntire. Fine specimen of colonial architecture. 

Assembly Konee (designed by Mclntire, now a private resideaceX 
138 Federal St., built 1782; Lafayette dined here, 1784; Washingtoe 
here attended a ball given in his honor, 1789. 

Cabot Sonee^ opposite Public Library (1 745), residence of the late 
Judge Endicott Lafayette took tea here, 1 784. 

Jones Terjf poet and essayist, lived at 1 54 Federal St ; see tablet 

Pto£ Bei^amia Peirce^ astronomer, bom 35 Warren St 

Pto£ A. Ozmluua Bell perfected the telephone at 292 Essex St^ 
the site now occupied by the Y. M. C. A. Building. 



THE ESSEX INSTITUTE has for sale, besides its own historical 
and scientific publicatioiis: 

Visitor's Ovide to Salem, illustrated, pp. 1 70, 25 cents ; .also 
Stehi&gs. viz. 

The Birthphce of Nathaniel Hawtiionie, 

<• The House of the Seven GaUcs»" 

The Old Witch House, . ^ . 

The Salem Custom House, 

The Rebecca Noutm House, 

The Dr. Grimshawe House, 

and photographs of Nathaniel Hawthorne, price 25 cents. Pholo> 
graphs of the old kitchen and other rooms in the museum, price 35 
cents each. Colored souvenir postal cards, etc 
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